BALTIMORE METROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO.: B-2176
AREA: Ccathedral Hill MAGI NO.: 0421765625

Address: 17 West Mulberry Street
Current Name: Baltimore International Hostel

Block: 580 Lot: 2 Lot size: 30 ft. x 150 ft.
Height: 3 Materials: Stone
Condition: Fair Owner: See below

Use: Hotel Accessible: yes, restricted
Designation: Liber/Folio: SEB 80/274

Historic Name: Margaret J. Bennett House
Date: 1880
Architect/Builder:
Style (if approprlate) Renaissance Revival
OWNER: Potomac Area Council, American Youth Hostels

Description:

The three-bay facade is entirely brownstone and has elaborate, heavily carved
cornices with foliated consoles over the windows and the arched doorway. The
deeply recessed entrance has cast iron gates. Paneled pilasters outline the door
and window openings and the stone steps terminate in low brownstone pylons. The
raised basement has monolithic stone window surrounds which form the sills of
the high 2/2 first floor windows. The windows of the upper floors are also 2/2
but are proportionately smaller. The heavy cornice projects emphatically, with
foliated consoles, rosettes, and dentils. The brownstone is severely spalled and
weathering badly on all parts of the facade.

Significance:
Area: architecture Level: local

The Bennett House has the most elaborate facade of all the residential
buildings in the Cathedral Hill area. Obviously designed by an architect and noted
in the American Architect around the time of construction, the building was a
showplace in its day. F.W. Bennett, the head of an auction house under his name,
purchased the site in the late 1850's. The building then standing may have
resembled those of 11, 13, and 15 West Mulberry. In 1880, the present building
was erected. Margaret J. Bennett, having no children, endowed a home for
working women through her will, the Margaret J. Bennett Home (B-2016). From
1920 to at least 1942, it was the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity house. In 1983,
it was opened as a youth hostel.

American Arch. 7 (Jan. - June 1880), April 10, 1880, p. 159;

Sources: City directories
Surveyor and Date: Janet L. Davis, March 1985
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D QRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

17 West Mulberry St., Lot 2, is a semi-attached apartment house of
common bond brick. The side facing W. Mulberry St. is covered with
a sandstone facade of channeled masonry; however, the facade is
chipped regealing a lighter color of sandstone and occasionally
brick underneath. The building has 3 stories and 3 bays.

The 1st story consists of 1 main entrance on the right side of

the building and 2 rectangular windows on the left. Five steps lead
up to a stoop and vestibule. Beyond the vestibule, there is an inner
door of iron failing mad glass. Pis=t-s&ank=thu—ttn—aa$manca~and

o - = SI

The entrance is full-arched and flanked by Fggéggtl piers topped

by coneols which support a cornice over the entrance. A coneol
functioning as a keystone of the arch also supports the cornice.

Each window to the left has 2X2 panes and stone sills. Like the
entrance,o¥§%§¥ggg are flanked by the same pier and cornice motif,
Between the consols, there is a flat lintel with a central circulat
design. A rectangular basement entrance lies below the lst bay on the
left. There is iron grill work on the door and around the top of the
steps. The 2nd bay on the left has a basement window below it, 1 pane.

The 2nd and 3rd stories have 3 windows each similar to those on the
1st story, 8 belt course resembling a plain cornice lies between the
3rd story and the wooden entablature which fundtions as a cornice for the|
front facade. The entablature is similar to thnose over the windows,
except that is is supported only by consols displayed at both ends of
the facade and between each bay.

Facing W. Pleasant St., an extension of commcn bond brick projects
from the center of the building on Mulberry St. The back side of the
extension has 4 stories and 2 bays. On the 3»d story, there is a
patio with cha®fs and a &able. On the right side of the extension,

a wooden stair way comes down from the fourth story to ground level.
A lean-to roof covers the extension. No chimneys are visible.

An alley is situated between buildings on lo3$ 2 and 3. The connec-
ting buildings facing W. Mulberry St. and W. Fleasant St. are in
proportion with those on ther lots on W. Mulberry St.
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Margaret J. Bennett House (Baltimore International Hostel)
17 W. Mulberry Street

Block 0580 Lot 002

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad
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