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This three and one half story, three bay rowhouse is located on
the SW corner of St. Paul Place and Mulberry Street. It is
gable-roofed and surfaced:.in painted running-boni brick,

Two stone steps approach the rectangular door in the left bay,

it is topped by an arched transom, the entire complex surrounded
by wooden mouldingz. Doric wooden columns rice from either side,
suppoettinz a simple wooden entablature. Double-hung (6/6 lights)
windows fill the other two ground floor bays, with stone sells and
flat-arched brick lintels, Two cellar windows appeae under these,

Second and third story fenestration is characterized by propor-
tionately scaled models of the aforementioned ground floor windows,

A wooden cornice with egg and dart moulding announces the shin-
cled gable roof. A roof dormer with double-hung (6/6 light) win-
dow projects from the roof's center; wooden Doric pilasters sup-
porting a pedimented hood rise to either side of the window., A
brick chimney rises from the right edee of the roof,
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345 St. Paul Place (formerly 49 Courtland St.) is a significant surviving example of an early 19" century house
built as part of a property developed by a landowner speculator. It is also architecturally significant because it is
a three and a half story Federal style rowhouse that was built for personal ownership and rental income by
Baltimore’s upper classes and whose front facade has been unaltered since its construction in the early 1800s.

It is similar in style to now demolished three and a half story rowhouse developments by merchant landowners
in this section of the city such as John O’Donnell on Commerce St. in 1797 and Richard Caton (son-in-law of
Charles Carroll of Carrollton) at Lombard and Front Streets in 1796. The house is also an important surviving
example of this type of high style rowhousing built north of the waterfront near the 1816 annexation boundary
similar to James McHenry’s demolished 1802 development on what is now Monument Square and Lewis
Pascault’s eight houses (extant) on West Lexington St.

The developer of the property, John Lynch who purchased the block from Andrew Starrett Ridgely in 1803,
subdivided the parcel and sold the lots off individually. The house was probably built in the 1820s. 345 St. Paul
Place is a restrained use of the Federal style with a distyle and fanlight transom entry, stone sills, and jack arch
lintels. The oriel window on the Mulberry St. facade is probably a late 19" century addition.

345 St. Paul Place was originally a single family residence with tenants or owners from many different business
and professional occupations. By the turn of the 20" century, the property became a boarding house along with
the others on Courtland St. After the development of Preston Gardens across the street in 1919, 345 St. Paul
Place became a commercial property where many law firms were located. In the 1970s, Mercy Medical Center
obtained 345 St. Paul Place and the adjoining four houses and consolidated them on the interior to create
doctors’ offices.

The house has a connection to African-American history in Baltimore when it was Male Colored School #1 in
the 1890s and from 1892 to 1910, housed the Saint Xavier Church Lyceum, a school for the first exclusively
African-American Catholic Church in the country.
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Mercy Hospital Rowhouse, site (Male Colored School No. 1, St. Francis Xavier’s Boys School)
345 St. Paul Place
Sanborn Maps
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Mercy Hospital Rowhouse, site (Male Colored School No. 1, St. Francis Xavier’s Boys School)

345 St. Paul Place
Sanborn Maps
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B-2206
Mercy Hospital Rowhouse, site
345 St. Paul Place, Baltimore
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Mercy Hospital Rowhouse (Male Colored School No. 1: St. Francis Xavier's Boys School)
345 Saint Paul Place

Demolished
Block 0583, Lot 005 (Formerly lot 009)
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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