
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes L 
no 

roperty Name: DMD-Bressler Memorial Laboratory Bldg. Inventory Number: 

Address: 29 S. Greene Street Historic district: yes X no 

City: Baltimore Zip Code: 21201 County: Baltimore City 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Baltimore East 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Property Owner: Tax info not available; probably U. of Maryland Tax Account ID Number: not available 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): Tax Map Number: 
~~~~~~~~-

Project: Red Line Corridor Transit Study Agency: Mass Transit Administration 

Agency Prepared By: John Milner Associates, Inc. 

Preparer's Name: Katherine Larson Farnham Date Prepared: 1/26/2006 

Documentation is presented in: May 1938 Bulletin of the UMD School of Medicine; UMAB, The Way They Were (Baltimore: 
UMAB, 1976); UMAB Milestones and Traditions brochure (1988). 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended x Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: __ yes Listed: yes 

Site visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

The Bressler Memorial Laboratory is a six-story, oblong Art Deco medical school building, clad in common-bond brick with 
limestone and concrete trim. It faces west on S. Greene St. and is closely surrounded by older university buildings. It consists of a 
four-story, seven-bay-wide main block, surmounted by a narrower two-story, five-bay-wide upper section. Windows throughout 
the building are modem one-over-one dark metal sash windows with infilled transom panels. The building is 18 bays deep, 
running east from S. Greene St. The front of the main block is clad primarily in brick and features a two-story recessed center 
entrance bay, flanked by inset round astylar columns. The recessed double doors have a stone-faced surround. A wide stone belt 
course occupies the entire space between the tops of the second floor windows and entrance bay and the sills of the third floor 
windows. This course wraps around the side of the building. The dates 1807-1939 are carved in Roman numerals in the belt 
course above the entrance. The top of the fourth floor is marked by another wide stone belt course. The two top floors are faced 
entirely with stone and the windows in each of its bays are united by vertical recesses. The verticality is enhanced by carved 
vertical grooves between the upper and lower windows. The flat-roofed building has a shallow-pitched gable-pediment parapet at 
the top with scallop-shell ornamental finials crowning the center peak and each end of the pediment. 
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fhe sides of the four-story main block have a twelve-bay center section flanked at each end by projecting three-bay comer 
"pavilions." The walls are clad in brick with wide stone belt courses as seen on the front. The upper two floors, which are stepped 
back from the lower four floors , are clad in stone and have a slightly projecting twelve-bay center section with three-bay end 
sections. 

The 1938 Bulletin of the UMD School of Medicine mentioned that a new medical school building was to be erected to house most 
of the preclinical departments, and would be complete by the fall of 1939. This building was the Bressler Memorial Laboratory, 
and would allow ample space for the preclinical branches to function independently from the clinical branches of the medical 
school. It was named in honor of Dr. Frank C. Bressler, who had seen patients at University Hospital and left the medical school 
$1 million upon his death in 1935, which was intended to provide research facilities . The designer of the building is unknown. It 
was completed in 1939. By 1988, another building at 655 W. Baltimore Street had been erected and named for Bressler. The 
former Bressler building no longer bears its original name, and its current use is unclear. The 1988 campus map referred to it as 
the Greene Street Building. 

The Bressler Memorial Laboratory is a solid but not overly impressive example of a 1930s municipal Art Deco building, and does 
not have a particularly distinguished history. Though it retains integrity and is associated with the 1930s expansion of university 
and hospital facilities in the surrounding blocks, this was not a significant-enough event to meet NRHP Criterion A It does not 
appear to meet any other NRHP criteria on an individual basis and is recommended not individually eligible. However, it would 
be a contributing element to the proposed University of Maryland Medical School-Hospital District (B-5128). 
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B-2328 1937 
Bressler Memorial Bldg. 
Baltimore, 
public/U. of Md. 

The Bressler Memorial Laboratory is a six-story tall brick structure organized 

into a tripartite horizontal composition. A two-story recessed entrance occurs 

in the two central bays of the main (west) facade. Flanking the doorway are 

monumental, elliptically-shaped columns of poured concrete with a smooth surface 

treatment, double-wing sashed windows with projecting, poured concrete sills, Other 

notable decorative features of the facade include: a wide, poured concrete belt 

course separating the central zone from the top level; the central first bay unit 

with 2 story high fluted pilasters which rise from the top of the belt course to the 

bottom of the poured concrete blank frieze; and a pediment adorned with a projecting 

smooth-surfaced tympanum and three stylized, floral patterned finials. 

The Bressler Building designed by Herbert G. Gisp and James R. Edmunds, Jr., is 

a good example of Art Deco architecture characterized by its geometric, hard-edge 

composition of its main facade with restrained, stylized ornamentation. 
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Q N A M E 
HISTORIC 

Bress le r Memorial Laboratory B u i l d i n g 
AND/OR COMMON 

QLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

29 South Greene S t ree t 
CITY. TOWN 

Bal t imore VICINITY OF 
STATE 

Maryland 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
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CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

—DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

J(PUBLIG 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 
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—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

^.OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

X.YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_ N O 

PRESENT USE 

—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

X-EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

PARK 

PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

RELIGIOUS 

SCIENTIFIC 

TRANSPORTATION 

OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

State o f Mary land, f o r use by U n i v e r s i t y o f Maryland 
STREET & NUMBER 

U n i v e r s i t y o f Mary land, O f f i c e o f U n i v e r s i t y 
CITY. TOWN 

College Park VICINITY OF 

Q L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Ba l t imore C i t y Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Fayet te and Ca lve r t S t ree ts 
CITY. TOWN 

Bal t imore 

T e l e p h o n e # : 853-3683 

Planning 
STATE , z i p c o d e 

Maryland 2074? 

L i b e r # : 
F o l i o # : 

STATE 

Maryland 

LI REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 
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Q DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED 

X.GOOD _RUINS 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bressler Memorial Laboratory Building (29 South Greene Street) located 
on the west side of South Greene Street between West Lombard and West Redwood 
Streets is a six storey tall brick structure organized into a tripartite 
horizontal composition. 

A vertical emphasis is achieved at the highest level (third storey) through 
a pedimented stepped facade. 

A two storey recessed entrance is found in the two central bays of the main 
(west) facade. Flanking the doorway are monumental eliptically-shaped columns 
of poured concrete with a smooth surface treatment, double hung sashed windows 
with projecting poured concrete sills. These define the remaining four bays 
of both the first and second storeys. This seven bay, two storey unit is 
distinguished from an identical unit above by a wide poured concrete belt 
course. 

The third and forth storeys are identical. Double hung, sashed windows with 
projecting, poured concrete sills define each of the corresponding openings. 

A wide poured concrete belt course separates the central zone from the top 
level. In contrast to the levels below, this section is reduced by two bays 
and displays a poured concrete veneer. This central five bay unit is dis­
tinguished by fluted vertical pilasters which rise from the top of the belt 
course to the bottom of the poured concrete blank frieze. These two storey 
pilasters are crowned by a narrow fluted abacus. 

Double hung sashed windows of the fifth and sixth storeys are separated by a 
tripartite stone panel. 

A projecting smooth-surfaced tympanum and three stylized, floral-patterned 
finials adorn the pediment. 

Although the classroom and laboratory facilities show little sign of remaining 
interior detailing, the main lobby displays a wealth of typical Art Deco 
ornamentation. 
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PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

— 1800-1899 

J>1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

— C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

A E D U C A T I O N 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

— M U S I C 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1937 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Herbert G. Crisp, James R. 
Edmunds. Jr. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bressler Memorial Laboratory Building is a good example of Art Deco architecture 
characterized by its geometric, hard-edge composition of its main facade with 
restrained, stylized ornamentation. 

In a neighborhood survey performed by the Baltimore Commission for Historical and 
Architectural Preservation (the city's official historic preservation office) 
during the mid-1970's, the building is described as an "excellent example of 
modern styling modeled after and mimmicking the entrance facade of the earlier 
"niversity of Maryland Hospital (1933-1934)." 

The building, designed by Herbert G. Crisp and James R. Edmunds, Jr., was constructed 
in 1937 on the site of the old Emmanual Lutheran Church. Funding for its construction 
was provided in the estate of Frank Bressler (totalling $280,000.00) and sup­
plemented by the Work Program Administration. 

Currently, the Bressler Memorial Laboratory is used by the University of Maryland 
as classroom and laboratory facilities. 
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JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE 

HJFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Bridget M. Deale. His tor ic Sites 
ORGANIZATION 

Maryland His tor ica l Trust 
STREET & NUMBER 

21 State C i r c l e , Shaw House 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

COUNTY 

Surveyor 
DATE 

December 
TELEPHONE 

269-2438 
STATE 

Maryland 

, 1979 

21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Block 630 Lot 017 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 

GIS data Courtesy of 
f ^ - % of Baltimore, IUO/T/EGIS 
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B 3580 

Bressler Memorial Building 
UMAB, Baltimore, MD 
West facade, facing Greene St. 
12/79 E. Coxe 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

[1. NAME .,;..:. '. ::... :—. 

Frank C. Bressler Research Laboratory 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. UDCATtON 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 29 S. Green Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimore 

Maryland 

|3. CLASSIFICATION 

«/» 
CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP 

H Public 

• Private 

• Both 

STATUS 

erP< 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

D District tf Building 

D Site • Structure 

D Object 

U 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

[~~1 Being Considered 

Occupied 

• Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 
in progress 

S/R 
es: 

Restricted 
• Unrestricted 

D No 

P R E S E N T USE ("Check One or More «» Appropriate) 

DC 

t-

UJ 

UJ 

«•> 

P I Agriculturgl 

I 1 Commercial 

I I Educational 

[~| Entertainment 

I I Government 

I I Industrial 

• Military 

f~1 Museum 

0 P a * 

• Private Residenc 

1 |/Religious 

50 Scientific 

I I Transportation Q Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

f.4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNER'S N A M E : 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

[$. LOCATION O F ~ I € Q A I PESCRtPTfQN 
~* "•••••••'•".• ' " " . . . . . • • • . TTT: ' . ' ••••••" , • ' ! , | L J j 

C O U R T H O U S E , REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Records Office ROOM 601 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Baltimore City Courthomae 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Baltimore Maryland 
EJLy-e Inference . j>& C u r r e n t De^cl (Book, & Pg , ,,#),; 

11202 

^ r ^ R f SENtAT>Q>l tNEXlSTtNO SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : T?73~ 
City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 

D Federal Q State • County 3 l - o e a l 

o 
D E P O S I T O R Y FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

COMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL & 
STREET AND » « « ^ C H | T E C T u R A L PRESERVATION 

Room 900 C I T Y OR TOWN: 
26 South Calvert St 
Baltimore, Md. 2 1 2 0 2 
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f: £>isci«f»TtON 
• • . • • • . . . . . . . I • • • ; . ' . . i i . . i^. 

3 C O N D I T I O N «r Excel lent 

(Check One) 

• Good Q Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins f~) Unexposed 

(Check Ona) 

D Altered j f Uncltered 

(Check One) 

• Moved E y " O r i gtnal Site 

i \snej 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * J D O R I G I N A L (It known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Bressler building is a six story brick and stone detailed structure 
executed in modern styling. The building is an "H" in plan, with four 
story high corner "legs". The brick is laid in common bond. 

The building is seven bays wide. The windows are double hung with three-
over-three lights, with flat brick lintels and stone sills. The main en­
trance is c entered at ground level and is recessed. It rises two stories 
high, supported on undetailed stone columns .at either side of the opening. 
Rounded stone piers flank the entranceway which is filled with aluminum 
and plate glass double doors with transom. A wide, flat stone belt course 
runs above the second story level, supported on the columns, cowrored^-ch^ 
h|oderrielettering above the entrance identifies the building. 

A wide stone belt course runs above the fourth level. The top two floors 
are five bays wide, c entered above the belt course. Black stone panels 
separate the fifth and sixth floor windows. Two story fluted stone pilas­
ters separate the bays. A shallow stone pediment is backed by a parapet 
above the sixth story. Carved anthemion rise at the ends and center of 
the parapet. A caduceus in relief is centered on the face of the pediment. 

The sides of the building are 18 bays deep, with a twelve bay deep, six 
story high central portion and three bay deep, four story high ends. Hand-*-
ling of the windows is identical to that on the front. The cources of 
stone are continued on the sides, except that at the third floor level re­
turns only on the four story "legs". A two story high penthouse is on the 
flat roof. 

A landscaped walkway parallels the building on the northj a parking lot is 
behind the buildingj a narrow concrete alley is vdde enough to accomodate 
pedestrians and fire escapes on the south. 
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fa'-to'^mCKHCE 
P E R I O D (Check One or More aa Appropriate.) 

• Pre-Columbian • 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

n 18th Century 

f f ] 19th Century 

SJ 2l 20th Century 

TT3T S P E C I F I C D A T E ( S ) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS O F S I G N I F I C A N C E (Check One or Mote as Appropriate) 

Abor iginal 

I I Prehistoric 

• Historic 

I I Agriculture 

f j f Architecture 

D A" 
[~1 Commerce 

[~1 Communications 

I I Conservation 

I 1 Education 

I 1 Engineering 

n Industry 

d l Invention 

I 1 Landscape 

Architecture 

|""| Li terature 

• Mi l i tary 

Q Music 

• Po l i t ica l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

Science 

I 1 Sculpture 

I I Socia l /Human­

itarian 

• Theater 

I I Transportation 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Bressler building i s an excellent example of Modemestyling. 

Modeled a f te r , and mimicking the entrance facade of the e a r l i e r 

University of Maryland Hospital (1933-34* Herbert G. Grisp and 

James R. Edmunds J r . ) the buildings together record the f i r s t 

break of a prominent Baltimore i n s t i t u t i o n with c l a s s i ca l ly 

inspired a rch i t ec tu ra l models, c lar i fying the growth of t he 

acceptance of Modem archi tec ture in Baltimore. 

PS-709 
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10. OEOGRAPHfCAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
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O F LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • -
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I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
• . ' • • - - • -

N A M E AND T I T L E : 

Planning Assistants 

ORGANIZATION COMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL & 

STREET AND NUMBE4RCH)TCCTURAL PRESERVATION 

1976 ~ 

Room 900 

12. 

CITY OR TOWN: 2 6 S o u t h C a l v e r t S t 

Riltimore, Md. 212Q? 

State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 

National Q State • Local • 

Signature 
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