
POPPLETON HISTORIC STUDY B-2561 

Block Lot Address ' 
200 78-70 1042-1058 W. Baltimore Street 

Approximate age 

1800-1845 1845-1860 1865-1880 1880-1896 1896-on 

1042-1050 1052-1058 
(perhaps later) (perhaps later) 

Rating Architectural Condition 

A Significant-save good fair poor bad 

B Wuality-Indiv./groups-save good fair poor bad 

C Important to street/groups good fair (poor) bad 

D Insignificant/detrimental good fair poor bad 

Notable features: 

Numbers 1042-1050 are 2% story gable roof houses; 1042 now serves 
as a church; 1048 ha3 a hew front. Number 1050 has either an 
extra door or a sallyport. Some of this group nave 6/6 windows. 
Numbers 1052-1058 are original shop fronts which have been 
gravely damaged by modern revisions. 

It was proposed that Arlington Street should cut through this 
block — it is so indicated on the 1876 map — but it never did 
so. Had it been put through, it would have crossed at about 
1044-1048. 

Environmental context; 

Very nice house-to-house and across-street scale relationships; 
could be super shops with residences above (see comment for 
1110-1128 W. Baltimore Street). 



B-2561 
UNITED STATES D E P A R T M E N T OF THE INTERIOR 

N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 
Wash ing ton D C . 20240 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION—PART 1 

Instructions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification may be made unless a completed 
application form has been received. Use typewriter or print clearly in dark ink Incomplete the application form. It additional spact is noedcd to 
complete Part 1. use the reverse side or a separate plain sheet of paper dourly indicating the owner's name and mailing nddrcss. Pari 1 of this 
application may be comploted and sent to the appropriate Slate Historic Preservation Officer at anytime during f/ie year. 

PART1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE . 
1. Nam* of property: __ '050 West Ba l t imore S t r e e t j 

Address of properly: 1Q50_ West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t 

Ci.y B a l t i m o r e ^ _ c _ u _ | y S ( a ( e M a r y l a n d _ ? j p C o d e 2 1 2 2 3 _ 
Name of h.s.oric dis.ric. in which P ro p e n y •, touted: U n i o n Square Historic District 

Check here If request Is for: 
~TS( certification (structure contributes to significance of the district) 
D decertification (structure does not contribute to significance of the district) 
Q easement qualification (for donation of easemont on structure or land for conservation purposes). 

2. Description of Physical Appearance: 
(see instructions lor map and photograph requirements-use reverse side if necessary) 

See attached sheet. 

3. Statement of Significance: 
(use reverse side it necessary) 

See attached sheet. 

Date of construction (if known): ____L_Ji_l__ ft Original site D Moved D Dale ol alterations (if known): 

4. Name and Mailing Address of Owner: 

R. s . Iyer* 
Name _ _ , 

Street 2438 S i l v e r Fox Lane 

City — t o n . Stat* _ _ _ _ _ _ _ zip code _ _ _ ! _ 

Telephone number (during day): Area Code ( 7 0 3 ) 7 3 4 - 6 3 0 5 

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that 1 am owner of the properly described above 

Signature " " " T V i * " • v O " . fO"D 9tM .|__M—_s___fc Dale __ ' 

Prepared by: Timothy L. Bishop, Dalsemer, Catzen & Assoc.. Inc. 121 Water St. Balto..Md. 21202 
Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number _ : * 
_p_Tg_>rjTT' _.icr.-x5«a;-T_ — •______M______SJ____I wmmmmmmKtmBmarMamuiammBtamusKamtwmnBmKKnBBBmBBnmmmmmmmBBau 
For office use only 
The structure described above is included within the boundaries of a Registered Historic District and BTicontributes D does not contribute lo the character of the district. 

Thestmcture D appears D does not appear tomeet National Register Criteria lor Evaluation (36CFR 60 6) and D will likely D w i l l n o t b e 
nominated to Inn National Register in accord with the Department of the Interior procedures (36 CRF 60). 

C structure is located in a district which D appears D does not appear to meet National Registrr Criloria for Evaluation (36C^R60 6) and 
ill likely a will not be nominated lo the National Register in accord with Department ot the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). 

anp D appears D does not appear to contribute to the character of said district or D will likely D will not bo recommended lor 
certification as substantianymeeting National Register criteria 

S.yature ^ " ^ , D a l e ____ ____V 
Sta^>KSTonc Preservation Officer 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART 1 P a g e 2 

B-2561 
Name/Address of Property: 1050 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Maryland • 

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1050 West Baltimore Street is a Greek Revival style, two and a half bay wide, two and a 
half story high, brick rowhouse with a first floor shop. It has a rectangular plan; a gabled 
roof; and a two and a half bay wide, two story high, shed roofed, rectangular backbuilding. 

Facade (south elevation) features include an entrance at each extremity, rectangular 
window openings with double hung wood sashes, and a corbeled brick cornice. i 

i 
The interior plan consists of a single space in the main and backbuildings on the iirst 

floor; on the upper floors there are two spaces in the main building and a single space in 
the backbuilding. Bathrooms have been added in the first and second floors. The stairs have 
been relocated to a sallyport space adjacent to the westside of the building. The first 
floor partitions have been removed and a pressed metal ceiling has been installed. The 
second story of the backbuilding is probably an addition. 

• » • 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART 2 - continued Page 2 

Name/Address of Property: 1050 West Baltimore Street B-2561 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

1050 West Baltimore Street is one of a group of five raid-nineteenth and late nineteenth 
century attached houses with first floor shops to be rehabilitated by Mr. R.S. Iyer. They 
lie in the eastern half of the Union Square Historic District, which is located approximately 
ten blocks directly west of Baltimore's Central Business District. This district was desig­
nated in 1970 and expanded in 1977 specifically to arrest severe economic decline in the area 
by encouraging the preservation and rehabilitation of district buildings. Mr. R.S. Iyer's 
project represents one of three multi-building, private rehabilitation projects which havfc 
occured in the district, and the success of the project is vital in order to encourage 
similar rehabilitation in the area. 

These five buildings represent the typical vernacular, working class rowhouses built 
throughout the district. Union Square grew largely as an area of inexpensive housing for 
workers of the B&O Railroad Mount Clare Shops and its related industries located at Pratt and 
Poppleton Streets, southeast of the district. As a result, most of these houses—like this 
one—are austere, small and built in extremely compact rows (houses are usually 12'-14' 
wide). The houses were constructed by developers mainly. Decorative work is minimal, usual­
ly consisting of simple roof cornices, doors, stairs, mantelpieces, door trim, and window 
trim—all built of wood. 

The project buildings are being rehabilitated to contain market rate apartments and 
stores. The rehabilitation plans for the building have been designed to meet the Secretary of 
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, and to address the individual character and 

£lems of each rowhouse. The Maryland Historical Trust has provided assistance and advice 
•.erning the rehabilitation. 

The project will preserve as much of the original historic fabric as possible, including 
the storefronts, the exterior walls, the internal structural system, the floors, the wood 
moldings, the wood doors, and where they still exist, mantelpieces, metal ceilings and decor­
ative stairs. Features which are extremely, deteriorated or missing, but which greatly con­
tribute to the historic appearance of the building, will be replaced such as the facade 
windows, the storefront window bases, and wood detail in the roof cornice. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

1050 West Baltimore Street is a Greek Revival style, two and a half bay wide, two and a 
half story high, brick rowhouse with a first floor shop. It has a rectangular plan; a gabled 
roof; and a two and a half bay wide, two story high, shed roofed, rectangular backbuilding. 

Facade (south elevation) features include an entrance at each extremity, rectangular 
window openings with double hung wood sashes, and a corbeled brick cornice. 

The interior plan consists of a single space in the main and backbuildings on the first 
floor; on the upper floors there are two spaces in the main building and a single space in 
the backbuilding. Bathrooms have been added in the first and second floors. The stairs have 
been relocated to a sallyport space adjacent to the westside of the building. The first 
floor partitions have been removed and a pressed metal ceiling has been installed. The 
second story of the backbuilding is probably an addition. 





B-2561 

U N I T E D S T A T E S DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
' 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Washington D.C. 20240 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION—PART 1 

Instructions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification may be made unlesf a ctvnptoferf 
application lo'm has been received Use typewriter or print clearly m dark ink to complete the application Inun H additicnrtl spare is nr'l-'d to 
complete Pail J. use the reverse side or a separate plain sheet of paper clearly indicating the ownors name and mailing athttrtt. P.ut I or this 
application may be completed and sent to the appropriate Slate Historic reservation Officer at anytime during the year. 

PART 1 E V A L U A T I O N O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

1.. Name or property .1052 Wcat Baltimore S t ree t 

Address of properly: 1052, West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t ._ 

City 5 * l l * S E £ . County St . l . **£)!**I* _ _ 2!p Ccrf. ? I ? 2 3 _ 
Name o. h.s.oiic dis.r.c. In which property „ , o c a , e d : ^ ^ ^ ^ g ^ o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Check her* II request I* lor: 
H certification (structure contributes lo significance of Iho district) 
D decertification (slructuro does not contribute to significance of the district) 
O easement qualification (for donstlon of easement on structure of land far conservation purposes). 

2. De»crlptton of Physical Appearance: 
(see instructions lor map and photograph requirements-use reverse side it necessary) 

See attached s h e e t . 

C
3. Statement of Significance: 

(use revuise side if necessary) 

See attached s h e e t . 

Date of construction (If known): _JLl ? . 9 — £5 Original site D Moved fi Date of allornllons (If known): C . * 9 2 0 

4. Name and Moiling Address of Owner: 

R. S. Iyer 
Name , 

Street 2438 S i lver Fox Lane 

City _ J l « t o n , s t a l e Virg in ia _.p ^ 22091 

Telcphono number (during day): Area Code C 7 0 3 ) 7 3 4 — 6 3 0 5 

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I am owner of the property described above. 

StLWaWtaWaWaWtttf Signature , . — , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ — ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ n — w — — . Onto _ _ 1 _ _ _ ^ 

Prepared by: Timothy L. Bishop, Dalsemer, Catzen & Assoc . , I n c . 121 Water S t . B a l t o . Md 21P02 
Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number • ___*_ *• 
annnxjas.ic '̂̂ nmmmKaHmnwumaammcmawtmmmemamawafawmamaBawajaamamKmmnamatmaamiamaamaamamm •. . i m mi i m— , riifl—nwnjum...! 
For office use only 

The structure desci ibrri above is included within the boundfl i ies of a Registered Historic District and O contributes © " B O O S not contribute to 
the character of the district 

Thestrnctnre D appears D does not appear l o i n r n l Nat ional Flene.ler Ci i lenn for evaluation (.tGCfFl 60 f>) nnd O willlikoly Q wi l lnolbe 
mated lo the National Rcjisler in accord with the Department Ol the Inlenui proci-dutes (3G CHF 60). 

The structure is located in H district which D nppenrs O doer, not nppe.ii to meet National Di-gisler Criterin tor Evaluation (MflCFnGO R) nnd 
O will likely D will not be nominated lo Hie Nat ional Register in accord with n . f u i Imcf i| 0 I Hie Interior prof enures (,K5 C^R W ) . 
and D appears U does not appear to Contribute to the character of said dislncl or G will likely D will not be recommended tor 
certification ns substantially meeting Nal iotyiLPegislei criteria 

Signature SZ^ZT7K.C<i r^rl _ — . Date fT' - * * 
Slate HisJpric Preservation Oflicer 

nppe.ii


B-2561 
PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART 1 Page 2 

NAME/ADDRESS o f P r o p e r t y : 1052 West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t , B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d 

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1052 West Baltimore is a two and a half bay wide, three story high, painted brick 
attached residence/shop. It has a rectangular plan, a shed roof, and a one and a half bay 
wide, two story high, shed roofed, rectangular, brick backbuilding. Attached to the north 
wall of this structure is a five bay long, one and a half bay wide, shed roofed, stuccoed 
block warehouse. Facade (south elevation) features include a first floor storefront; two 
entrances in the west bay; a steel, oriel window at the second story; and rectangular, 'double 
hung windows at the third floor. 

The interior plan consists"of a single open space on each floor of each building except 
the third floor of the main building, which has two spaces. Straight run stairs lead up the 
west wall to the second floor and against the north wall to the third floor. 

The building has undergone numerous changes; originally it was a Greek Revival style 
building identical to 1050 West Baltimore Street. Over time, the salleyport adjacent to the 
west wall was converted into a stairway; the attic floor was enlarged into a full third 
story; the metal oriel was installed in the second floor; the shopfront was added and then 
covered with metal; and the warehouse was added to the rear. 



PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART 2 - continued Page 2 B-2561 

NAME/ADDRESS of Property: 1052 Weat Baltimore Street 

PROJECT SUHMARY: 

1052 West Baltimore Street is one of a group of five mid-nineteenth and late nineteenth 
century attached houses with first floor shops to be rehabilitated by Mr. R.S. Iyer. They 
lie in the eastern half of the Union Square Historic District, which is located approximately 
ten blocks directly west of Baltimore's Central Business District. This district was desig­
nated in 1970 and expanded in 1977 specifically to arrest severe economic decline in the area 
by encouraging the preservation and rehabilitation of district buildings. Mr. R.S. Iyer's 
project represents one of three multi-building, private rehabilitation projects which havei 
occured in the district, and the success of the project is vital in order to encourage 
similar rehabilitation in the area. ~ 

These five buildings represent the typical vernacular, working class rowhouses built 
throughout the district. Union Square grew largely as an area of inexpensive housing for 
workers of the B&0 Railroad Mount Clare Shops and its related industries located at Pratt and 
Poppleton Streets, southeast of the district. As a result, most of these houses—like this 
one—are austere, small and built in extremely compact rows (houses are usually 12'-14' 
wide). The houses were constructed by developers mainly. Decorative work is minimal, usual­
ly consisting of simple roof cornices, doors, stairs, mantelpieces, door trim, and window 
trim—all built of wood. 

The project buildings are being rehabilitated to contain market rate apartments and 
stores. The rehabilitation plans for the building have been designed to meet the Secretary of 
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, and to address the individual character and 
pr -,eras of each rowhouse. The Maryland Historical Trust has provided assistance and advice 
co .rning the rehabilitation. 

The project will preserve as much of the original historic fabric as possible, including 
the storefronts, the exterior walls, the internal structural system, the floors, the wood 
moldings, the wood doors, and where they still exist, mantelpieces, metal ceilings and decor­
ative stairs. Features which are extremely, deteriorated or missing, but which greatly con­
tribute to the historic appearance of the building, will be replaced such as the facade 
windows, the storefront window bases, and wood detail in the roof cornice. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

1052 West Baltimore is a two and a half bay wide, three story high, painted brick 
attached residence/shop. It has a rectangular plan, a shed roof, and a one and a half bay 
wide, two story high, shed roofed, rectangular, brick backbuilding. Attached to the north 
wall of this structure is a five bay long, one and a half bay wide, shed roofed, stuccoed 
block warehouse. Facade (south elevation) features include a first floor storefront; two 
entrances in the west bay; a steel, oriel window at the second story; and rectangular, double 
hung windows at the third floor. 

The interior plan consists of a single open space on each floor of each building except 
the third floor of the main building, which has two spaces. Straight run stairs lead up the 
west wall to the second floor and against the north wall to the third floor. 

The building has undergone numerous changes; originally it was a Greek Revival style 
b>--'iding identical to 1050 West Baltimore Street. Over time, the salleyport adjacent to the 
w wall was converted into a stairway; the attic floor was enlarged into a full third 
story; the metal oriel was installed in the second floor; the shopfront was added and then 
covered with metal; and the warehouse was added to the rear. 





B - 2 5 6 1 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Washington D C . 20240 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION—PART 1 

i 

Intlrucllom: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification may be made u.i.'rss accmptelnd 
application form has been received. Use typewriter or print cleaily in dark ink to complete the application term II additional space is rm-tfedlQ 
complete rart 1, use the reverse side or a sepaiate plain sheet of papor c'r.yrly indicating the owner's n.imo and mailing address, fail t ul this 
application mny be completed and sent to tho appropriate Slate Historic Preservation Ollicor at anytime during tha ynar. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
1. Name of property: ._LQ_54_ West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t j _ 

Add.css ol property: 1054 West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t _ _ _ _ 

City ¥ l t i * ? l g County Si^« « 5 £ l l « ! ^ ^ - 7>P Cod* l U U . 
Name ol historic dislricl In which property I , located: ^ ^ S q u < > r e H l s t o r l c D i s t r i c t 

Check here II rcquetl Is lor: 
O edification (structure contributes to significance of the district) 
O decerlificallon (structuio does not contribute to significance of the district) 
D easement qualification (lor donation ol easement on structure or land for conservation purposes). 

J. De»cr!plion of Physical Appearance: 
(see instructions lor map and photograph requirements-use reverse side if necessary) 

See attached sheet. 

•» Stalemirn) of Significance: 
I use revvrso side if necessary) 

See attached sheet. 

Date of construction (il known): C i 183Q O Original site . . D Moved fe Date of alterations (If known): C • 1870 

4. Name and Mailing Address of Owner: 

R. s . Iyer 
Name - , . 

Street 2438 S i l v e r Fox Lane l 

City ? ^ o n s „ ; , Virginia 7 | p rntim 22091 

Telephone number (duiing dny): Area Code ( 7 0 3 ) 734—6305 

I hereby attest trial the information I have provided is to the best ol my knowledge, correct, and that I am owner of the property described shove 

Signature j. (^Li ^ Date i " ' 

Prepared by: Timothy L. Blnhop, Dalsemer, Catzen & Assoc., Inc. 121 Water St. Balto.,Md. 21202 
Social Security Number or "taxpayer Identification Number _ . . _ , 
* ':»rrgtas.q.-TT^.-Tj&j- M jtixiiaxrwtarjirrjssjrfBKi. uvnauaKw to-aw.*,irotf -r-agareBracnri: B——— uJUSjusssxsiTJm&i34i*,ii*zzzMa m nwrejawogx— 
For office use only 

The structure drieritirtj above is included within the boundaries of a Registered Hisloi ic District and EJ contributes D does not contribute to 
Jtie character of Hie district. 

estructure G appears D does not appear to meet National Reî slcr Cnleiia for Evalualion ObCFR 60 6) and Owilltiknly Owlllnolbe 
mated to the National Register in accord with the Department ol the Inleiioi procedures (36 CflF 60). 

The structure is located in a district which • appears D does not appear to unci National neqir.lcr Critoila (or Evaluation (360FR 60 6) and 
• will likely D will not be nominated to the National Register in accord with Di-pnilnu-nl of the Interior pmr.rduies (:t6 CF-R 60). 
arid D appears D does not appear to contribute to the Character ol said distnct or D will likely D will net ho recommended for 
certification as substantially meelmqM»4ional Register criteria 

Signature _ . . < J ^ > ^ 0a,e /*£*£. 
Stalr/listoric Preservation OHicer 



PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PAKT 1 Page 2 B-2561 

NAME/ADDRESS of Property: 1054 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Maryland 

DESCRIPTON OF PHYSICAL APPKAHANCE 

1054 West Baltimore Street is an Italianate style, two bay wide, three story high, 
brick, attached store and residence. Its tripartite, "L" shaped plan consists of the main 
building, a short hyphen, and a brick, two story high, one and a half bay wide, three bay 
long backbuilding. Both the main and back buildings have shed roofs. Facade (south 
elevation) features include a wood shop front, now covered with formstone; a recessed 
entrance in the west bay; rectangular, wood, double hung windows; and a wood cornice with » 
modillions and molded dentils. ) 

i 

The interior plan consists of an open space in each building on the first floor, a 
winder stair to the upper floors in the hyphen, and two spaces in each building on the upper 
floors. The windows and doorways have a variety of moldings, and the doors are paneled wood. 
Two mantels remain as well. 

The building was probably built as a Federal style dwelling, and expanded into an 
Italianate building c.1870. Since then, all first floor partitions have been removed, and 
the second floor plan ha* been changed over time. In the twentieth century, a one room 
addition was built onto the rear of the building, and the storefront was covered in 
formstons. 



PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART Z -

NAME/ADDRESS of Property: 1054 Meat Bnltiwiore Street ' 

B-2561 
PROJECT SUMMARY: 

1054 West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t i s one of a g r o u p of f i v e m i d - n i n e t e e n t h and l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 
l t u r y a t t a c h e d h o u s e s w i t h f i r s t f l o o r s h o p s t o b e r e h a b i l i t a t e d b y Mr. R . S . I y e r . They 
» i n t h e e a s t e r n h a l f of t h e U n i o n S q u a r e h i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , which i s l o c a t e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
i b l o c k s d i r e c t l y w e s t of B a l t i m o r e ' s C e n t r a l B u s i n e s s D i s t r i c t . T h i s d i s t r i c t was d e s i g -
t e d i n 1970 and expanded i n 1977 s p e c i f i c a l l y t o a r r e s t s e v e r e economic d e c l i n e i n t h e a r e a 

e n c o u r a g i n g t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of d i s t r i c t b u i l d i n g s . Mr. R . S . I y e r ' s 
o j e c t r e p r e s e n t s one of t h r e e m u l t i - b u i l d i n g , p r i v a t e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o j e c t s which have 
c u r e d i n t h e d i s t r i c t , and t h e s u c c e s s of t h e p r o j e c t i s v i t a l i n o r d e r t o e n c o u r a g e 
m i l a r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n i n t h e a r e a . i 

\ 
These five buildings represent the typical vernacular, working class rowhouses built ' 

iroughout the district. Union Square grew largely as an area of inexpensive housing for 
orkers of the B&O Railroad Mount Clare Shops and its related industries located at Pratt and 
oppleton Streets, southeast of the district. As a result, most of these houses--like this 
ne--are austere, small and built in extremely compact rows (houses are usually 12'-14' 
ride). The houses were constructed by .developers mainly. Decorative work is minimal, 
lsually consisting of simple roof cornices, doors, stairs, mantelpieces, door trim, and 
jindow trim--all built of wood. 

The project buildings are being rehabilitated to contain market rate apartments and 
stores. The rehabilitation plans for the building have been designed to meet the Secretary of 
the Interior'8 Standards for Rehabilitation, and to address the individual character and 
proV 'ns of each rowhouse. The Maryland Historical Trust has provided assistance and advice 
con<- ning the rehabilitation. 

The project will preserve as much of the original historic fabric as possible, including 
the storefronts, the exterior walls, the internal structural system, the floors, the wood 
moldings, the wood doors, and where they still exist, mantelpieces, metal ceilings and 
decorative stairs. Features which are extremely, deteriorated or missing, but which greatly 
contribute to the historic appearance of the building, will be replaced such as the facade 
windows, the storefront window bases, and wood detail in the roof cornice. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

1054 West Baltimore Street is an Italianate style, two bay wide, three story high, 
brick, attached store and residence. Its tripartite, "L" shaped plan consists of the main 
building, a short hyphen, and a brick, two story high, one and a half bay wide, three bay 
long backbuilding. Both the main and back buildings have shed roofs. Facade (south 
elevation) features include a wood shop front, now covered with formstone; a recessed 
entrance in the west bay, rectangular, wood, double hung windows; and a wood cornice with 
modillions and molded dentils. 

The interior plan consists of an open space in each building on the first floor, a 
winder stair to the upper floors in the hyphen, and two spaces in each building on the upper 
floors. The windows and doorways have a variety of moldings, and the doors are paneled wood. 
Two mantels remain as well. 

The building was probably built as a Federal style dwelling, and expanded into an 
.lianate building c.1870. Since then, all first floor partitions have been removed, and 

the second floor plan has been changed over time. In the twentieth century, a one room 
addition was built onto the rear of the building, and the storefront was covered in 
formstone. 





B - 2 5 6 1 

HR 8 253o (10 78) 
' UNITED S IATTS D l T A R I M t N I OF INTERIOR 

Hctiloge Conjetvolion ond Rtcrfolion Service 

Office of AicVieology ond Miiloiic Prtstrvol ion 

Washington D C . 2 0 2 4 3 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION — PART 2 

(Pursuant to the Tax Retorm Act ot 1976) 

I m l l m l l t H Applicant should read Ihe Iris.ri.clrons carefully before completing application No Cnnllicatlon may t» made unless a compleli-d application form has 

bnen received (P L 94-4b5) l/s» typewriter o< print clearly in dark ink Id cnmplate l*ie application form It additional space Is needed lo complete P.irl ?. attach addi­

tional blank sheets Par. ?of Ifiis flpolicfllion m j f b f cprnp.nlod jnd sent lo the appropriate State Historic Preservation Officer at any lime during the y»ar end may be 

sent separately or with Part 1 

Pari 2 DESCRIPTION OF REHABILITATION 

1. NAME OF - * — « . 1056 West Bal t imore S t ree t ______ . 

Add.....iP.op*.ir s,-«i »056 We_t Bal t imore S t ree t , 

city Balt imore , _t.wJ_OQjL©o4__ z,P co_.J.l2j_3_ 

I I located In National Roglslei historic d ls t i ld . local or Slot* designated district, specify: P " °^nrC_._.iL______.___l:_i_Lt_i-_ _ _ _ 

2. DATA OH EXISTING STRUCTURE: 

Date ol construction , _ Enisling Itoor a iaa _ ! _ . _ _ . . «q fe«l 

_ . . Retail and Residence 
Original use: , . . 

Brick bearing walls and wood internal fraininq 
Type ol construction . 3 ——. 

3. DATA ON REHABILITATION PROJECT: 

Projnci starling dole (est I _____T _ _ _ ^ _ i ? _ L Project completion dale (est.) _ _ _ P 9 _ » — 1 . 9 8 4 , . 

500 ,000 FOR 5 BLLX3. PROJECT r»~_m-«-*__1 _,_. _-._,-4-„._,.+-_ EsiimaioJcust oi rehabilitation p,oPo»ed use _Commers la l . _a j . g_A j i a r t r nen ts 
one 

Number ol housing units lo be creeled (il applicable!: 

Has |h» properly received Federal or State financial assistance?*.) yes O no 

H y.«. .peciiy source: U.D.- f t . -G-_^C_JD-B_G.. t^^ RESTD-JJ-TXAL-ENVXRON-
MENTAL ASSISTANT L O A N v ( C I T Y ) 

Art architectural plans and specifications available lor review7 l A y e s U n o 

Architect's ot developer s name and address . - g Y ^ S » . ? _ _ _ _ _ - J . A I * 

518 S. Hanover Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 
Telephone Number , ' 3 0 1 ' , 3 3 2 — 0 1 2 8 

* Prepared by: Timothy L. Bishop, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 
{ 121 Water Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

N.ime and mailing address ol owner 

R. S. I y e r 
N.ime . . . _. . * . . . . . . . . . . . . .__ _. 

street 2438 S i l v e r Fox Lane 

o.y . . . . R e s t o n S l l l c Virginia^ 2 i p 22091_ 

lxlepinniv IJunil.i'r itjurinq nayI , ... 

I l irrolry JPply lor I iMliln (twin III • .•h...Pllll..lr.ili -Vii'k rtr"...ritw>r1 Jhnyi. Ir>r p. irposn. 1)1 "virlii.n JM?-. ,,t Ihn Tan Hi.lrirm Acl ol 1976 I hereby allnsl IMat the inlotmalion 

I luve prnvid-d rs ti) Hie be . l nl my Knriiw lodg •; -.niiei.t. arid lh.lt I llrn i.-viim ol tl»- .H.ipiTly d i ' S m l v d ..b-tv.i 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART 2 - continued Page 2 

NAME/Address of Property: 1056 Went Baltinore Street ' B-2561 

PROJECT SUMMARY; 

1056 West Baltimore Street is one of a group of five raid-nineteenth and late nineteenth 
century attached houses with first floor shops to be rehabilitated by Mr. R.S. Iyer. They 
lie in the eastern half of the Union Square Historic District, which is located approximately 
ten blocks directly west of Baltimore's Central Rusiness District. This district was desig­
nated in 1970 and expanded in 1977 specifically to arrest severe economic decline in the area 
by encouraging the preservation and rehabilitation of district buildings. Mr. R.S. Iyer's 
project represents one of three multi-building, private rehabilitation projects which have 
occured in the district, and the success of the project is vital in order to encourage 
similar rehabilitation in the area. 

These five buildings represent the typical vernacular, working class rowhouses built 
throughout the district. Union Square grew largely as an area of inexpensive housing for 
workers of the B&0 Railroad Mount Clare Shops and its related industries located at Pratt and 
Poppleton Streets, southeast of the district. As a result, most of these houses—like this 
one—are austere, small and built in extremely compact rows (houses are usually 12'-14' 
wide). The houses were constructed by developers mainly. Decorative work is minimal, usual­
ly consisting of simple roof cornices, doors, stairs, mantelpieces, door trim, and window 
trim—all built of wood. 

The project buildings are being rehabilitated to contain market rate apartments and 
stores. The rehabilitation plans for the building have been designed to meet the Secretary of 
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, and to address the individual character and 
problems of each rowhouse. The Maryland Historical Trust has provided assistance and advice 

icerning the rehabilitation. 

The project will preserve as much of the original historic fabric as possible, including 
the storefronts, the exterior walls, the internal structural system, the floors, the wood 
moldings, the wood doors, and where they still exist, mantelpieces, metal ceilings and deco­
rative stairs. Features which are extremely, deteriorated or missing, but which greatly con­
tribute to the historic appearance of the building, will be replaced such as the facade 
windows, the storefront window bases, and wood detail in the roof cornice. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

1056 West Baltimore Street is a late Italianate style, two bay wide, three story high, 
brick attached residence/shop. It has a rectangular plan; a shed roof; and a one and a half 
bay wide, four bay long, shed roofed, rectangular, brick backbuilding. Facade (south eleva­
tion) features include a decorative wood storefront now covered with formstone; a recessed 
entrance in the center; one over one, double hung windows at the upper floors; and a thin 
metial and brick cornice with end brackets and dentils at the roof line. 

t 
- The interior plan consists of a side stair hall and a single large space on the first 

and second floors of the main building, and two equal spaces on each floor of the rest of the 
building. Interior features consist of molded window surrounds with corner blocks, paneled 
window soffits and spandrels at the second floor, molded baseboards, and a simple wood 
mantelpiece. 

The building has been altered over time. The stairs may have been relocated, and the 
•cond floor plan has been completely rearranged. The rear of the building had a two story, 

LWO room frame addition built onto it. Formstone was applied over the storefront. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION — PART 2 

{Pursuant to the Tax Relorm Act ot 1976) 

tatfiuLWwn Applicant should r.ad It-.e Inxtivchoni ca'ol.itly cWore eompUttlng application. No Certification may he m » * u.i.'ett « co-ip'.r_rf arvi/'cafion form N i 
b«»n retmynd (PL. 9<-J55) Use type*rMar c ('•'"I dozily in <iaik in* ID CeMnfttoM /hi application toim II additional space is nr*<<c-d to C0*v>t_f_ Pari ?, attach m-.i-il-
Neflaf frtofll srVels P.vl 1 olthis application may ' " eompletK) and spi'i to f'iri appiopilete State Historic Pieservatlon Ot'icei »f a >y lima rlwino the ymar and may b* 
sent sepnately or with Part 1. 

Part 2 DESCRIPTION OF REHABILITATION 

NAME OFPROPERTY West Bal t imore St ree t " ^__ ___ 

Address of property _*~i K*»-«>W«at Bal t imore St reet 

ct.y Bal t imore st.teJiar__Un.d__ „ p con._.21?.2___ 

It locdrd in National Register historic D M i M local ot Stale ri.slgnatad tlistrlct. tpeclly: n l o n S q u a r e H i f s t o r l C D i s t r i c t 

a. OATA ON EXIBTIUCJ STRUCTUf.B: 

Date ol construction- L_ . , . Enisling lloor i r e i _ _ _ _ _ eq. teet 

R e t a i l and R e s i d e n c e 
Original use , 

Brick bearinq walls and wood internal framinq 
Type ol construction 2 , _ 

S. DATA ON REHABILITATION PROJECT: 

Pro|ect slnrl.ng dnle (est ) ______________ P>u|<>cl cnmplotion dale (est ) P < C » 1 9 8 4 . 

500,000 FOR 5 BLDG. PROJECT ..,n„.rH.1 _ . _»,_.____«_•.. 
Esi.maieJcosi oi teiiabiuietion p.oposed me commercia l and Apar tment -
Number ol housing unils lo be created (II applicable): _TxULC£ 

H H |h« properly received Federal or State linanclal assistance? _ yes D no 

ii y.t. specify .oU.c; l__r__JUL__t_X.D-B.G_, „MD_HOUSXNG JJlEHAB__L__I_I_3____J_OGRAM RESIDEMTXA.L-EJJVIRC»U 
MENTAL ASSISTANT LOAN„(CITY) 

Are archlleclural plana and specifications availablo lor reviow7 PJyos 0 no 

Architect's or developer a name and addre.a: D a v i d S . S h l l l l , A I A 

518 S . Hanove r S t r e e t , B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d 21201 
i 

Telephone Number: _____*__ 3 3 2 — 0 1 2 8 

_Ma_*H««rwM—»MMm«M__*»____._•_*^r~~*mm»*emn^m^^^m*mm^*mi^m^^m*imm*m*B»>mma^m*mr^*~*mm^*m^—m*'^m^mimM»*mmi*~mim _•__._____„__«__•__________ 

-. Prepared by: Timothy L. Bishop, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 
] 121 Water Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
4 N.nnt* ant) m,*i|ing n-*1(Jn»ss ot owoor 

N-*. «•_»•..?»•*...- _ _ .. ___ 
tttm 2438 S i l v e r Fox L a n e 

C y . . . ReSt°n . _ MM* y_M2rt____«L_.--_ . I » ? . * 9 _ _ _ . 

larhipiione Nuntlx-i Idm.ng dayl _* ' T ? . * _ ~ - _ . 

I imtoin jppi» lot csjeMn . mn o' u-h.imMiho" wu<h tfnsuttfwit ;»hnvn l>» p.iii")si"i nl Rmlmn.l .a ni ihn T.i« nullum Ail ol |o,7„ | rim.iby nluisi HIBI Iheiniipim.nion 
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B-2561 
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NAME/Address of Property: 1 0 5 8 - 1 0 6 0 Wei t B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t , B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d 

— — — • • • 

DESSCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1058-1060 West Baltimore Street is a late Italianate style, four bay wide, three story 
igh, brick attached residence/shop. It has a rectangular plan; a shed roof; and a two bay 
ride, four bay long, shed roofed, rectangular, brick backbuilding. Facade (south elevation) 
eatures include a decorative wood storefront now covered with formstone; a recessed entrance 
n the center; one over one, double hung windows at the upper floors (the sashes are stored* 
nside now); and a thin, metal and brick cornice with end brackets and dentils at the 
oofline. ' 

The interior plan of the main building consists of a two run stair in the northwest 
orner, an open shopspace on the first floor, and several living spaces organized around an 
ast/west hall on the upper floors. The backbuilding has two equal spaces on each floor, 
nterior features include molded window surrounds with corner blocks, paneled window soffits, 
lolded baseboards, paneled doors, and fireplace mantels. 

The only changes to the building have been rearrangement of the upper floor plans in the 
main building and the application of formstone over the storefront. 



NAME/Address of Property: 1058-1060 West Baltimore S t r e e t , Balt imore, Maryland 

/ • B-2561 
OF SIGNIFICANCE 

SQURE HISTORIC DISTRICT SUMMARY STATEMENT 

The site of the project, the Union Square Historic District, represents a remarkably in-
.t nineteenth century working class neighborhood which grew from c.1830 to c.L920. Build-
began slowly along West Baltimore Street which was opened in 1807 as the Baltimore-Fred­

rick Turnpike. This road eventually became the commercial corridor for the district, with 
instruction and reconstruction of stores and businesses occuring into the 1920's. Signifi-
canit amounts of residential construction occurred after the Mount Clare shops of the Balti-
more and Ohio Railroad opened in 1833. Small scale, vernacular brick Federal and Greek Revi-
al style rowhouses were built, primarily for German and Irish railroad workers. In the seco­
nd half of the nineteenth century, the Donnell family began to develope the area west of * 
arey Street as suburb focused around Union Square, a city block size park that the Donnelly 
onated to the City in 1847. This area attracted more of a middle class population than the 
first half of the existing historic district, and it consists entirely of vernacular 
talianate style rowhouses. 

The general appearance of the district is one of simplicity and uniformity. Almost all 
f the structures lie in compact rows built by developers, and the houses are extremely eco-
oraical in scale, design, and detail. Because of this economy, all significant design work 
s restricted to the facades, while other elevations and interiors are plain, even simple. 

Except for the area immediately around the Square, the physical condition of the dis-
rict is poor, due to a social and economic decline which began in the 1940's. Individual 
amilies steadily moved out, and many of the vacated houses were converted to apartments for 
oorer residents, a trend which greatly accelerated during World War II due to a large demand 
or inexpensive workers' housing. Neither tenants nor the landlords properly maintained 
hes lildings. 

The Union Square Historic District was created in 1970 and expanded in 1977 in an effort 
o preserve the buildings, arrest this decline and to stimulate rehabilitation and redevelop-
lent. This project represents the final archievement of that goal. Until now, the revitali-
:ation process has been slow. The City sponsored Shop-Steading program, improvements by the 
Sity Public Works Department, and private residential rehabilitation have been the main ef­
forts so far, but these are concentrated primarily in the west end of the district. Little 
lomentura for revitalization has grown—as it has in other districts such as Barre Circle and 
tidgely's Delight--and the vast majority of the district remains deteriorated. 

1052 WEST BALTIMORE STREET 

1058-1060 West Baltimore Street, built c.1890 * together with 1056 West Baltimore 
Street, represents an example of a late Italianate style, working class shop/residence. 
Italianate style buildings are scattered throughout the east half of the district and com-
>letely fill the west half. This particular building possesses the typical Italianate style 
qualities of the three story height, the shed roof, and the pronounced roof cornice. But the 
irched window openings; the thin, metal cornice; and some interior moldings--which are not 
lased upon an architrave prototype--illustate the late Italianate era movement away form 
strict Italian Renaissance detailing. The low scale, the inexpensive materials, and the sim­
ile ornamentation all reflect the economy and austerity characteristic of the district's 
working class buildings. This building is a rather distinctive example, though, because it 
is four bays wide, while most the of district dwellings and shops are two or three bays wide. 
\nd, like nearly building along the commercial corridor of West Baltimore Street, the build­
ing bines commercial and residential functions. 

The only alterations of this building have been application of formstone over the store­
front c.1950, and rearrangement of the main building floor plans. 

* Source: Thomas Poppleton map of Baltimore dated 1851; architectural details. 



PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART 2 - continued Page 2 

NAME/Address of Property: 1058-1060 Weat Baltimore Street B-2561 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

1058-1060 West Baltimore Street is one of a group of five mid-nineteenth and late 
nineteenth century attached houses with first floor shops to be rehabilitated by Mr. R.S. 
Iyer. They lie in the eastern half of the Union Square Historic District, which is located 
approximately ten blocks directly west of Baltimore's Central Business District. This 
district was designated in 1970 and expanded in 1977 specifically to arrest severe economic 
decline in the area by encouraging the preservation and rehabilitation of district buildings. 
Mr. R.S. Iyer's project represents one of three multi-building, private rehabilitation , 
projects which have occured in the district, and the success of the project is vital in oilier 
to encourage similar rehabilitation in the area. \ 

These five buildings represent the typical vernacular, working class cowhouses built 
throughout the district. Union Square grew largely as an area of inexpensive housing for 
workers of the B&O Railroad Mount Clare Shops and its related industries located at Pratt and 
Poppleton Streets, southeast of the district. As a result, most of these houses--like this 
one--are austere, small and built in extremely compact rows (houses are usually 12'-14' 
wide). The houses were constructed by-developers mainly. Decorative work is minimal, 
usually consisting of simple roof cornices, doors, stairs, mantelpieces, door trim, and 
window trim—all built of wood. 

The project buildings are being rehabilitated to contain market rate apartments and 
stores. The rehabilitation plans for the building have been designed to meet the Secretary of 
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, and to address the individual character and 
pr ' 1ems of each rowhouse. The Maryland Historical Trust has provided assistance and advice 
co^^ning the rehabilitation. 

The project will preserve as much of the original historic fabric as possible, including 
the storefronts, the exterior walls, the internal structural system, the floors, the wood 
moldings, the wood doors, and where they still exist, mantelpieces, metal ceilings and 
decorative stairs. Features which are extremely, deteriorated or missing, but which greatly 
contribute to the historic appearance of the building, will be replaced such as the facade 
windows, the storefront window bases, and wood detail in the roof cornice. 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

1058-1060 West Baltimore Street is a late Italianate style, four bay wide, three story 
high, brick attached residence/shop. It has a rectangular plan; a shed roof; and a two bay 
wide, four bay long, shed roofed, rectangular, brick backbuilding. Facade (south elevation) 
features include a decorative wood storefront now covered with formstone; a recessed entrance 
in the center; one over one, double hung windows at the upper floors (the sashes are stored 
inside now); and a thin, metal and brick cornice with end brackets and dentils at the 
roof1ine. 

The interior plan of the main building consists of a two run stair in the northwest 
corner, an open shopspace on the first floor, and several living spaces organized around an 
east/west hall on the upper floors. The backbuilding has two equal spaces on each floor. 
Interior features include molded window surrounds with corner blocks, paneled window soffits, 
molded baseboards, paneled doors, and fireplace mantels. 

The only changes to the building have been rearrangement of the upper floor plans in the 
:nain building and the application of formstone over the storefront. 





B-2561 
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