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POPPLETON HISTORIC STUDY

Block Lot Address MAGt Hoyp ST
238 40 851-853 Hollins Street

Approximate age

1800-1845 1845-1860 1865-1880 1880-18906 189b=-0n

(1921)
Rating Architectural Condition
A Significant-save good fair poor bad

Quality-Indiv./groups-save fair poor bad
C Important to street/groups good fair poor bad

D Insignificant/detrimental good fair poor Dbad

Notable features:

The history of this site shows it has long been in institutional
use. The 1851 maps and the Sachse view, however, show a large
building of eccentric outlines which was the mansion of Ross
Winans. By 1896 this corner was described as "F. Knapp's
Institute." The Knapps had earlier run a private German School
in East Baltimore. They moved to tuis location.

"he Lithuanians settled in Lloyd Street then moved to West
Baltimore. The building is used, well-maintained, necessary
and symbolic to the neighborhood.

knvironmental context:

Across-street from truck parking lot; quiet, handsome street
which deserves better on the north side than now exists.
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Sun, 21 September 1924

The Lithuanian Hall -- Doric in design, erected in 19.}
The Hall was built as a social, educational and politicul
center for Lithuanians of Baltimore., The architect wug
Stanlaus Russell. On the stone pediment of the front of
the building is carved the coat of arms of Lithuania.
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The United State and some other
European countries have never recog- §ff
nized the Soviet annexation of Lithuania, %
Latvia and Estonla. But for the last .
twnty years these countries have been §%
passive parts of the Boviet Union. Ocea-
sional outbursts of resistance plus re- [FAdF
ports of visitors indicate that a strong }
nationalism still exists there, but it has [

no effective outlets. A
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Mr. Chesonis, but the cultural imperial-
jsm practiced by the Soviety is morg
cruel. Suppression of religion, language §
and other aspects of Lithuanian culture £
has continued, he said, including encour- |
agement of new settjement by Russians
in order eventually fo outnumber the
natives. i
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These  measures  were
citforced with a truly
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zeal,
pian ook or calendar
wis deemed o sufficient
cause  for  imprison-
ment or deportation to
Siberia, solely on the
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These,  wgether

the  desive to eseape
military  duty are the
main reasons why emi-
gration from Lithuania
stirted as carly as 1808,

Fogration  of  the
Lithuanians o the City
of  Baltimore  hegan
sometime in the carly
part of the year of
1881, aimd within
years thereafter, some
two hundred and fifty

five

(250) person met and Obi American

organized what was at

that time known

as The Saint John the Baptist parvish, and invited @
Reverend olianski, of Texas, to head their congrega-
tion, In 1887 the first fraternal beneticial orgamzation,
known as The Saint fohn’s Beneficial Society, wis or-
ganized with o membership of 2500 [t was this organi-
zation which was responsible for the purchase of the
'”‘Ii'
oeiety ptirchased an old synagogue Tocated on Lloyd
Street in st Baltimore, which was readily renovated
and tuened out (o be what was known as Saint John

first Lithuanian house of worship in Baltimore,

the Baptist Chorch,
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Foowas e the early pinetes that the great vde of
itseli e the eastern cities of the -
Coast. Io IRYL thee Lithuanian population in

clr it et
factntn
Paltimore had icreased to some five thousand and the
desire and urge was felt Tor a larger place of worship
and eeting house,

A few years later the
chureh was moved from
the Lloyd Street loca-
to the

anud

tion cortier of

["aca Satratogra,
where it located
until the éarly part of

1915,

Wals

In the carly part of
1900 the six or seven
then existing beneficial
organizations, together

fraternal
purchased a
huilding on West Barre
in South DBalti-
more, to he used as a

with the

Trar “('F.
street,

meeting place and eivie
center for the colony,
which at that time was
located o the inunediate
vieinity thereof, In 1921
Lithuanian
Hadl, Tocated at Holling

andd Tarkin styeets was

the  new

built,  This  building,
bonght and huilt by the
joint contributions  of

the  various  heneficial

ad fraternal  otders
i | o PR R
e and  the people as a
whole, represents  an

outlay of some  three
hundred thousand dolars ($300,000.00) toward a civie
enterprise.

The Lithwanian, who is fundamentally thrifty and
saving, as catly as 1906, (et the desire to organize an
institution wherehy the saver could purchise as the result
nf his savings o home for himself and his family.  On
February Bth, 1900, a special mecting was called by
some of the outstanding Lithuanians among whom was
] Viadislovas  Dreiginas, Vincas
Kilinkevicius, Mathew Kilinkevicius, Tohn Damukaitis,

foseph  Vasilauckas,

George Zebravehas, Vineent Aleksa, Joseph Daniclus,
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Poank Tubnis, Anthony  Mondraviekis, Antbrose Lau-
is, and the Revercud Joseph Lietnvnikas (who later
T ceamie the pastor of the church), and the organization
of what is» now known as the First Lithuanian Puilding
Association of Daltimore City was started. Sihee s
inception this institution has been represented by the
Honorable William 1. Droening (now Mayor of the
City of Baltimore)y, under whose guiding  influence
the Asstciation has rapidly progressed until now it has
“capital assets of almost a million of dollars. At the
present time there are four Lithuanian Building Asso-
viations in the city, representing a total capitalization
of three millions of dollars, and paying an annual divi-
detdd of six per cent to its members. 1t can fairly be
estimated that 75 per cent of the prisent Lithuanian
population of the City of
homes. These real estate holdings can be fairly valoed
at about twenty-five million dollars.

daltimore own their own

At present there are about fifteen thousand 15,000)
[ithuaniang in the City of Haltimore.  The Colony
known s “Little Lithuania™ is located in southwest Hal-
tinmore and the principal strects are South Paca Street,
West Lombard Street, South Green Street and follins
Strect,

The Lithdanian is principally a tailor by iudustry
il at the present time there is located in the City of
SLdltimore some twenty-cight Lithuanian tailoring estab-
It can be fairly estimated that some 835 per

- An old fushfoned sledding party- Lexinator street from Charles to

2ni
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o

cent of the present populiation is t'niugl.-rl in this in-
dustry. '

On September 7th, 1914, the Lithuanians of Baltimore
realizing the necessity and duty of participating in the
political life of this country and the city in which they
tive, organized what is now known as the First Lithua-
nian Republican Club of Baltimore City. o addition
to this club i 1920, there was organized what is known
as the Lithuaman-American Democratic Club of Balti-
more City, In 1915 there was organized what is known
as the Lithuanian-American Athletic Club, This insti-
tution has its club house located in the center of “Little
Lithuania,” and affords its members an opportunity of
physical development under proper iustruction.

The professional and business roster of the Baltimore
Lithuanian includes the following: ten physicians, five
dentists, five lawvers, four graduate nurses, four pnblic
school teachers, Tour civil engineers. six pharmacists,
four real estate dealers, two undertakers, two photog-
raphers, two insurance and steamship agencies. eight
general insurance agents, two bakeries, twelve Tunch
rooms, three publie garages. twenty-one grocery and
provision stores, six soda fountains, five confectionery
stores, and twentv-cight tailoring establishments,  Thelr
civie and educational roster contains the following: one
church, one school, thtee halls, four building associa-
tions, ten beneficial organizations, seven clubs, three local
branches of fraternal organizations and one Lithuahian
lihraty, .
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B-2714

Lithuanian Hall

851-853 Hollins Street

Sanborn Map, 1951, Volume 1, Sheet 15
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B-2714

Lithuanian Hall
851-853 Hollins Street
Block 0238, Lot 040
Baltimore City
Baltimore West Quad
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