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This form may also be used for entering
N : properties into the Maryland Inventory of
Naﬂ_onal RQQISter Of HlstOﬂC Places Historic Properties and the Maryland Register
Reglstration Form of Historic Properties.

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x" In the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A™ for “not applicable.” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to compiete all items.

1. Name of T’ropeny

historic name Cedarcroft

other names/site number The Lamb Estate

2. Location

street & number €204 Sycamore kere Road & not for publication
city or town Baltimore O vicinity

state Maryland code MD county Baltimore City code ___510zip code _21212

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this O nomination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and mests the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
O meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

(3 nationally [J statewide [ locally. ((J See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [0 meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. ((] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[ entered in the National Register.

[0 see continuation sheet.

[ determined eligible for the

National Register
[ see continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[J removed from the National
Register.

7 other, (explain:)




Registration Form page 2

Cedarcroft B A9S3 Baltimore City, MD
Name of Property site/inventory number County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
3 private O building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
O public-local O district 1 0 o
O public-State O site buildings
O public-Federal O structure 1 0 sites
O object 0 0 structures
0 0 objects
2 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: Single House DOMESTIC: Single House
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Stick/Eastlake foundation STCNE
walls WOOD: Weatherboard
roof STONE: Slate
other

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

PLACE NARRATIVE ON CONTINUATION SHEETS
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Registration Form page 3

Baltimore City, MD

Name of Property site/inventory number

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “'x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

O A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

&2 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

O € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

0 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “'x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

0 B removed from its original location.

O C a birthplace or grave.

O D a cemetery.

O E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[0 F a commemorative property.

O G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

‘Areas of Significance

{Enter categories from instructions)
COMMERCE

Period of Significance
1885 - 1908

Significant Dates
1885

1886

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Lamb, George Michael

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

O previously listed in the National Register

03 previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark

O recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

O recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

[0 State Historic Preservation Office
3 Other State agency
[J Federal agency
0 Local government
O University
O Other
Name of repository:




Registration Form page 4

_ Cedarcroft ¢-3383 Baltimore City, MD
Name of Property site/inventory number County and State

10._Geographical Data

\creage of Property 2.5

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

sl Ll o) Ll byl sl Llo b Ladadad

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
73 IR N B I O A BT B A S BT I I T O B A A

[0 see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

Thomas P. Greene

nameftitle

organization date _ 12-10-92

street & number 702 East Lake Ave telephone ___(410) 435-6320
city or town Baltimore state __ MD 2ip code 21212
Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number telephone

city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
\ benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, Nationa! Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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:!-F-I - OME Approwel Ne. 70840018
v g i Registration Form: include in this title block the
United States Department of the Interior property name, county, and site/inventory number

Naﬂona’ Park SQNI“ Multiple Property Documentation Form: include the
nane of the multiple property listing

National Register of Historic Places
continuation Sheet

Section number __ Page

Cedarcroft
Baltimore City, MD

Description

Cedarcroft is a large 2 1/2 story frame Victorian Eastlake
style house with a modified rectangular floor plan, center roof
dormer and large front porch. Situated facing East, the five bay
house is wood frame with a slate roof. Stone masonry forms the
foundation and fireplace chimneys. Wide marble steps lead to the
spacious open front porch.

Upon entrance through the main door, there is a wide and
grand foyer with large sunny rooms to each side. 1In the rear of
the house there is a modest kitchen and service stairwell to the
second floor. The main staircase in the front foyer is semi-
circular, leading to the numerous guest rooms on the upper
floors. Presently, the tongue-in-groove oak hardwood floors
overlay the original mahogany boards on the flrst floor and pine
boards on the upper floors

The current 2 1/2 acre estate was originally part of a 45
acre orchard, north of Govanstowne in Baltimore County which
fronted York Road and extended west to Bellona Avenue. Remaining
outbuildings include the summer kitchen and orchard building,
currently used as a large outdoor tea room. The outbuildings
were built presumably with the house in 1886. The grounds are
well landscaped with pathways leading to various flower gardens
and statues.

Circa 1928, portions of the estate were sold and developed
into a residential neighborhood now known as Cedarcroft. The
property currently borders Sycamore Road and lies within the City
limits.
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a Faom 168800 CASS Appravel Ne. NBEG018
i i Registration Form: include in this title block the

United States Department of the Interior property name, county, and site/inventory number

National Park Service Multiple Property Documentation Form: include the

name of the multiple property listing

‘lational Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _____ Page ____

Cedarcroft _
Baltimore City, MD

Statement of S8ignificance

Cedarcroft is significant to the local history of Baltimore
because of the estates first resident, George M. Lamb. Built as
a summer home in 1886, the estate has been maintained as a
residential house throughout its life. With few alterations to
the structure of the main house, the house is still reflective of
its Victorian Eastlake style.

Until 1991 Cedarcroft had been the home to the descendants
of the Lamb family. Remaining as a private home, the property
continues to be well maintained with decorative gardens
throughout the estate.

Historical Background and S8ignificance

Located in the north section of Baltimore City, Cedarcroft
is comprised of only 2 1/2 acres of what was once a 45 acre
parcel of land. Purchased in 1885 by George M. Lamb, the
property was maintained as an orchard until circa 1925.

George M. Lamb was a successful and well-respected Baltimore
City businessman who started a produce and pork packing business
with his brother, John Emerson Lamb, Jr. Descendants of a family
that sailed from Nottingham, England to the Eastern Shore, he was
a devout Quaker. Married to Annie L. Roberts of Moorestown, New
Jersey in 1876, George M. Lamb had four children when he
purchased the land.
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o ' Registration Form: include in this title block the

United States Department of the Interior property name, county, and site/inventory number

National Park Service Multiple Property Documentation Porm: include the

name of the multiple property listing

‘ational Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectionnumber ______ Page _______

Cedarcroft
Baltimore City, MD

Historical Background and Significance (Continued)

The George M. Lamb family often entertained at their summer
residence, known as Cedarcroft. During the years at Cedarcroft,
many prominent people visited the estate as guests of the family.
From local political figures to the family of President Taft, the
Lambs served as hosts on their summer visits.

George M. Lamb and Cedarcroft reflect the association that
the wealthy businessmen of Baltimore City had with its growth.
When purchased in 1885, Cedarcroft was an hour trip from the city
along dirt and stone roads. Situated in what was then Baltimore
County, north of Govanstowne, the land was bordered by the
turnpike York Road. With a 45 acre tract of land, the Lamb
family, like many wealthy members of the city, moved north of the
city and established summer retreats. As the city expanded, the
owners of these estates sold thelr land to developers for future
residential neighborhoods.

Cedarcroft, while reduced in land acreage, relfects the
character of a grand estate. With few alterations beyond the
introduction of electricity and modern plumbing, the home remains
substantially true to its original Eastlake style.
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Registration Form: include in this title b1
United States Department of the Intorlor property nase, county, and site/inventory musber
National Park Service Multiple Property Documentation Form: include the

name of the multiple property listing

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page ______

Bibliography

Lamb, James G. The Lamb Family, The Maryland Historical
Library, 1962.

Whiffen, Marcus. American Architecture Since 1780, The M.I.T.
Press, 1969. _

Verbal Boundary Description:

Beginning at the point of intersection between the
centerline of Hollen Road and the West curb of Sycamore Road,
proceed south 75 feet to the Southeast corner of property. Turn
90 degrees west and proceed 115 feet to Northwest corner of
property. Turn 90 degrees East and proceed to Northeast corner
of property at Sycamore Road.

Verbal Boundary Justification:

The nominated property includes the remaining 2 1/2 acre
parcel that remains with the Lamb Estate.



GEORGE MICHAEL LAMB

f I \HE LATE George Michael Lamb, who for many years oceu-
pied an honorable place in the business circles of Baltimore,
was born in Baltimore County on July 25, 1847, and died

in Baltimore City on January 2, 1908. He was a son of John Emerson

and Esther (Matthews) Lamb. On both sides of the family he was
of English descent. John Emerson Lamb was an educator, a man or
unusual ability, who organized and became principal of Milton

Academy in Baltimore County, a school in which many of Maryland's

representative men received their education. He was a generous,

upright and unselfish man, whose children have since risen up to do
him honor.

His wife, Esther Matthews, was a daughter of Eli and Mary
Matthews. Eli Matthews was descended from an Englishman who
came over from England in the time of Cromwell and settled in
Baltimore County.

John E. Lamb’s family history in Maryland goes back to Pierce
Lamb, who was a member of the Society of Friends. He came from
England in the early colonial period and settled in Kent County on
the Eastern Shore, that old county which has been fairly a breed-
ing place for the great families of Maryland. Pierce Lamb had two
sons: Francis and Pierce. The second Pierce drifted West. Francis
remained in Maryland. He was twice married, and was the father
of eight sons, five by the first wife. It is from the children of his
first wife that George M. Lamb was descended. His father founded
the Milton Boarding School in 1848. The Civil War interfering with?
the schools of that section, he became attached to the internal reve-
nue service and spent the remainder of his life in that work.

Geroge M. Lamb’s early years were spent in the country. He
obtained a good education in the Milton Academy and the Westtown
Boarding School in Pennsylvania, Following that, he took a com-
mercial course in a Baltimore business college; and in 1867, entered
upon business life as an employee in the then firm of Gist and Wells.
His ability and fidelity carried him steadily forward, and he became




GEORGE MICHAEL LAMB 165

a partoer in the business; and upon the death of Mr. Joseph Gist,
hecame head of the firm, the name of which was then changed to
Lamb and Kemp, Mr. Edward Kemp having becn admited to part-
nership. This partnership continued a few years; was then dissolved,
and a new firm succeeded, composed of Mr. Lamb and his younger
brother, Jobn Emerson Lamb, under the firm name of G, M. Lamb
and Brother. The busincss was a produce commission, combined
with a pork-packing establishment, and occupied two warehouses on
South Street. In 1907, the business of G. M. Lamb and Brother was
united with the R. M. Jones Company and incorporated under the
style of Jones and Lamb Company. After the fire of 1904, the busi-
ness became an exclusively pork-packing establishment.

Reared in the faith of the Society of Friends, to which his fam-
ily had been attached for generations, Mr. Lamb carried into his
business the moral earnestness and the unswerving integrity for which
the Friends are always and everywhere noted. Resulting from this,
he had the absolute confidence of his business associates and the high-
est respect and esteem or all with whom he came in contact. He
served for a time as a trustee and member of the executive committee
of the Enoch Pratt and Shepperd Hospital, and was also a director
for the Savings Bank of Baltimore.

His political affiliation was with the Republican party; but he
was not active in political life. In his private life, he was a great
home lover, and his chief pleasures were found in his country home,
Where it was always his greatest delight to dispense hospitality to
bis friends with his family gathered around him. He was an unas-
suming, useful, quiet citizen who served his generation faithfully.

His older brother, Eli M. Lamb, took hold of the now famous
Friends’ School in Baltimore some forty-five years ago, when it had
!’Ut twenty scholars, and made of it one of the famous educational
Wstitutions of that section of our country.

On February 22, 1876, Mr. Lamb was married to Miss Annie
L Roberts, daughter of Josiah and Lydia Roberts of Moorestown,
b Burlington County, New Jersey, a family settled for generations in
ﬁt_snction. Five children were born of this marriage, all of whom
P e living: Edith, the daughter, married Howard Cooper Johnson of
 Chiladelphia, and is now a resident of that city. The sons are:
George M., Junior; Robert Emerson; Philip Iidward, and James

ibson Lamb.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST b Q7>
‘ PMe! #HO2%EDSE
* INVENTORY FORM FGOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON
Cedarcroft Estate House

ZLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

620l Sycamore Road

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Baltimore —— VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC EC_OCCUP!ED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
x_BUILDING{SI '-EPRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED _ COMMERCIAL _ PARK
— STRUCTURE __BOTH —_WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL x__pnwm& RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGICUS
__OBJECT __INPROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTAT'ON
—NO — MILITARY —OTHER:
2L OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Telephone #:

STAREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE, Z1p code
- — VICINITY OF
THLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ———
igngTTizuoiEbaenseTc. Records Office Room 601 Folio #:
STREET & NUMBER
Baltimore City Courthouse
CITY,. TOWN STATE
Baltimore Maryland 21202
ZH REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE ;
City of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey
DATE

1977 —FEDERAL __STATE __COUNTY Jir_ocm.
DEPOSITORY FOR . ;
SURVEY RECORDS Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation
CITY, TOWN STATE

Baltimore Maryland 21202
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i DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
ZEXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD __RUINS ZALTERED —.MOVED DATE_ |
_FAIR __UNEXPOSED -

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Cedarcroft Estate House was originally a simple cottage frame house, two stories
high, five bays wide, and two bays deep. During the nineteenth century it was deco-
rated with Italianate detail, the bracketed central eave, cornices, window hoods and
porch piers, and the vertical treatment of the central dormer being the foremost ele-
ments of this style. A "gingerbread" effect was also employed with the addition of
delicately detailed balustrades of the open walk of the second story and of the fifst
story veranda.

Presently the building is topped with a slate shingled gabled roof. This is ornamented
with decorative chimneys flanking either side of a central bay additional dormer. A
double sash casement window of eight lights is located in the center of the dormer.

The deeply projecting, bracketed eave,central window-hood and cornice are still intact.
Double hung windows of the first and second stories are double hung and have shutters
and plain surrounds. The main entrance of the first floor central bay has a fan tran-
som and side panels. The one story veranda is supported by eight piers and has a
bracketed cornice trim. The open walk atop the veranda, the balustrades and the pier
brackets have been removed. A one story sunroom has been added on the south (left)
side and several additions have been made to the rear of the building.

The Cedarcroft Estate House is located at the center of the middle to upper class f
development which was named after the Cedarcroft estate. '

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ __COMMUNITY PLANNING '_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—_1400-1499 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART ._ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
X1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —__COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

c.1810,with additions ¢.1850

SPECIFIC DATES and during the 20th centuryfal‘"LDER’ARGHmcT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cedarcroft Estate House is the oldest building surviving in Govans. Originally
a simple wooden cottage house, it was redecorated in the Italianate mode during the
nineteenth century. It was owned by George Micheal Lamb, a noteworthy bussinessman
and educator, from the later part of the 1800's into the twentieth century. (See
attachment on George Micheal Lamb).

The Cedarcroft estate was also the site of the Govanstown Racetrack where Betsy
Patterson is said to have met Jerome Bonaparte.

"At Govanstown the races were attended by the beauty and social element of Baltimore
and it is stated that one day as Jerome rode out to the races from Baltomore that he
was one of the most superb-looking men then living. It is claimed by Mary Chase
Barney in her 'Biographical Memoirs of Commodore Joshua Barney', that it was at one

of these social events that Bonaparte...first met Miss Patterson"., (William Frederick
Adams, 1912). ' )

The Cedarcroft Estate House was then known as the "Haunted House" as it was apparently

uninhabited. The racetrack has long since vanished but "Cedarcroft" still remains as
a remnant of the very early days of Govans.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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AR I BLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Adams, William Frederick. Commodore Joshua Barney;
Springfield, Massachusetts: Privately Printed, 1912.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FlGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY (
STATE COUNTY -
FE{FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Bill Tamburrino, Planning Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Commission for Hist. & Arch. Pres. 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
100 N. Holliday Street 396-L4866
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore Marvland 21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438



B-2883

Cedarcroft Estate House (The Lamb Estate)
6204 Sycamore Road

Block 5082 Lot 008A

Baltimore City

Baltimore County

Baltimore East Quad.
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