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Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

Govans Manor is an 11-story high rise building located in the Radnor-Winston neighborhood in north Baltimore. 

Designed by Baltimore-based architecture firm Smeallie, Orrick and Janka, Ltd., the building was completed in 1974. Constructed 
as a turnkey development, owned and operated by the Housing Authority of Baltimore City, this public housing development has 
been subject to a number of comprehensive modernizations, known as "comp mods." This includes an energy management/ 
weatherization comp mod as the most significant within the last 10 years. Additionally, in 2011 , the exterior brick of the structure 
underwent repairs due to spalling of the masonry. The interiors of the building are continuously renovated and updated as a 
condition of the building's revolving tenancy. 

There are a total of 191 apartments consisting of efficiency and one-bedroom units. Eight (8) of the units are fully Uniform 
Federal Accessibility Standards (UF AS) compliant. On site amenities consist of a built-in grill, fenced in community garden, arts 
& crafts room, computer lounge, community room, common area laundry and kitchen. 

The building is constructed of a concrete frame with red colored brick infill panels and a built up flat roof. The fa9ade is broken up 
by horizontal beige concrete bands at each floor level , and vertical concrete walls that give the appearance of buttresses and shear 
walls. The concrete walls hold the balconies, which have metal railings with stucco panels, and the balconies give the appearance 
of stacked, floating boxes. The window and doors are anodized aluminum, a majority of which are located on the balconies and do 
not puncture the facade. On the interior, the layout is a standard double-loaded corridor and generic finishes . 

Justification: 

The property does not meet the National Register Criteria A; there are no known events associated to the property. The property 
does not meet the National Register Criteria B; there are no known persons of significance associated with the property. The 
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property does not meet the National Register Criteria C; the building lacks characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction. The property was not considered under National Register Criteria D, prehistory. 

The property is less than 50 years old, has not achieved significance within the past 50 years, and is generally not considered 
eligible for the National Register under other Criteria Considerations (not religious, moved, birthplace or grave, cemetery, 
reconstructed, commemorative) 
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DESCRIBETHTRTiiirTrAhJO 0H!GINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Govans Manor is an eleven story, multi-bayed apartment building for the elderly. 
It contains 199 units, all with extra-wide doors to accommodate wheel chairs 
and mobile beds. Many other special features were installed for the convenience 
of the elderly. 

The eclectric styling of the building shows signs of Brutalistic and Miesian styles, 
two contemporary types of architecture. The weight and massiveness of the building,' 
and the treatment of the ribbon windows as holes or voids in the wall rather than 
as continuations of the "skin" are Brutalistic features. The outlines of the in­
dividual building parts, created by the concrete block beams set in stretcher bond 
brick, and the ground story wall setting behind outer piers are Miesian features. 
Balconettes project at various intervals in the front and rear facades, and in a 
more regimented fashion in the longer side facades. 

Govans Manor fronts the busy York Road commercial corridor. 
i 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Govans Manor, the tallest building in Govans, is an atypical building in the area. 
It becomes a strong landmark for the surrounding community merely because of its 
size. 

Its contemporary architecture reflects the growing use of the York Road corridor 
in Govans as an area for new office and rental residential development. The 
building was developed by Bollinger and DeLuca at a cost of $U,6O0s0G0. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO:' Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



B-2893 
Govans Manor 
5220 York Road 
Block 5028 Lot 015 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 






