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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Mary's Church, a twentieth century Gothic styled building, is built of granite with
limestone trim. The church, cruciform is plan, consists of a large high central nave,
with a lower transept broadening out on each side, which gives the interior a sense of
vastness. The interior also boasts an impressive stained glass window cellection. The
exterior is dominated by large Gothic windows, particularly the recessed tripartite win-
dow of the front facade. A parapet gabled roof-trim and a plain stringcourse at the
lower third of the structure detail the exterior along with the window.

St. Mary's fronts a heavily trafficked section of the York Road commercial corridor.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 19,2 BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Reverend James Dolan, the eighth pastor of Baltimore's St. Patrick's Church, established a
home for orphaned children from Ireland, many of whom lost their parents en route to
America or upon arrival here. This home was established in 1847 at the present site

of the College of Notre Dame. The church services given by Father Dolan attracted a
group of people who organized St. Mary's parish in the following year. A church build-
ing was erected in 1849, and dedicated in 1850 on what was to become known as "God's
Acre" on Homeland Avenue. The church was rebuilt in 1857 after a fire had destroyed

the old building on February 3, 1856. It was enlarged and improved in. 1865.

St. Mary's, one of Baltimore's oldest Catholic churches, is the mother church af North
Baltimore. Other parishes built from St. Mary's include St. Joseph's,Texas; Sacred
Heart, Mt. Washington; the Immaculate Conception, Towson; St. Thomas'; St. Dorminit's;
St. Bernard's; St. Anne's; and SS. Philip and James'.

The présent church was erected in 1942. The old church, deteriorated beyond repair,
was destroyed in 1952.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE > COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

i FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Bill Tamburrino, Planning Assistant

ORGANIZATION DATE
Commission for Hist. % Arch. Pres. 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
100 N. Holliday Street 396-14866
CITY OR TOWN . STATE
Baltimore ‘ Maryland 21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

i RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust (
: The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church
5500 York Road

Block 5014D Lot 001

Baltimore City

Baltimore County

Baltimore East Quad.
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