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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three bay wide, two and a half story house, which originally stood in the
middle of a row, is now exposed om the right side. Built of brick laid in
Flemish bond, the original Greek Revival detail has been stripped from the
structure. The gabled roof supports a single dormer.

The brick base of the house is fronted by three pre-cadt concrete steps which

rise to the entrance on the right. To the left, two small rectangular openings are
let into the base. Each has a brick sill and wooden lintel. The centrally placed
opening appears to have served time as a coal chute, for a pair of iron hinges

are in place on the left side. The house is currently owned by the city, so all
openings have been boarded with the standard, red-painted plywood.

First and second floor openings are symmetrically placed on the facade above the
basement openings.

All window  openings are of equal dimensions. All openings have stone sills and
wooden lintels. Above the doorway on the left, a single corner block remains,
indicating that all openings were probably Greek detailed. A molded brick cor-
nice runs at the roofline

The single roof dormer is set above the central bay on the tarpaper roof. The'
dormer is gabled and is fenestrated with a segmental arched opening set in a
bolection molding. The squat, rectangular chimney rises from the peak of the
roof at the left.

A two bay wide, two story high, shed roofed back building extends from the left
rear of the building. Fenestration in the rear includes a large segmental-arched
bipartite window at the first floor level and a roof dormer above the central
bay. To the left of thisMsecond roof dormer sits lower on the roof above the
back building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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KBl SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

704 Sharp Street is the finest, early house remaining in Sharp-leadenhall.
Essentially a late Federal House with front wall of expertly laid brick in
Flemish bond, the structure has several interesting external features: flat
wooden lintels at window and door which had corner blocks in a Greek mode;
front and rear roof dormers with segmental arched window openings in a bolec-
tion molding; a delicately molded brick cornice; and a large segmental arched
bipartite window at the frist floor rear.

Built after 1820, this property is intimately associated with the brickmakers
of early Sharp-Ieadenhall. 1In the early nineteenth century the property be-
longed to Colonel John Berry, county Sheriff, whose family made bricks and
resided in the area of Sharp and lee Streets. A similar house at the north-
east corner of Sharp and ILee in the Otterbein homesteading area may have been
built by the Berrys. In 1820, the lot was sold to Basil Duke, a brickmaker,
who in 1820 was a brickmaker at Sharp near Hill Streets. He probably built
the house about 1825. 704 Sharp Street is the finest remaining house on

Hermitage Square. Frederick Douglass delivered a speech from Hermitage
Square in 1878. 7THE HoUSE /s AD TACENT 70 AN 10~ YEAR 06D ENSLLISH ELAL.

(see rPrenDiX, enTrRY (§))
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Bill Pencek, Planning Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Commission for Hist. & Arch. Pres. 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
100 N. Holliday Street 396-4866
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Baltimore Maryland 21202

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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