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St . Mary ' s Seminary is located on 6.5 acres of the 23 
acre Seton Hill Historic District . The school property is 
bounded on the north by the south side of.Druid Hill Avenue , 
on the e as t by the west side of Paca Stree t, on the south by 
t he nor th side of the prope r ty on the north side of Franklin 
Street, on the southwest by the north side of the property on 
the n~rth side of Pennsylvania Ave nue and on the northwes t by 
the east side of St . Mary ' s Street. The front facade faces 
east . 

A l arge brick institutional structure in the 2nd Empire 
Styl e, St . Mary ' s Seminary building exemplifies the French­
inspired Victorian public architecture of the 1870's. 2nd 
Empire Revi val was almost the official style, being used by 
n. B. Mullet and William A. Potter , Architects of the United 
States Treasury in the early 1870 ' s; practiced by men such as 
Henry Hobson Richardson in his early works, Ware and Van Brunt , 
and George B. Post , etc . , and contemporane ous with such French 
architects as Lefeul and Labrouste . 

Buiit on a story- high, rough base of gneiss rock, the 
large expanses of bri ck are offset by a water tabl e , belt 
courses , window sills , and lintels of Indiana limestone . The 
f i rst story windows are set within recessed arches and almost 
a l l wi ndows have low brick arches and Ind iana limestone cap 
stones . There is a wood , bracketed cornice, and there is a 
char acteristic mansard roof with ' fish scale ' slate roofing. 
Pr obably the roof had dormer windows at time of construction . 
The decoration of the building is relatively simple and, in 
keeping with then influential inspiration of John Ruskin , is 
primarily constructional , such as the recessed brick- indented 
+ pattern on the second belt course , etc . The main entrance i s 
most interesting and represents current 1876 fashion; note 
especiully the short stubby , corbeled columns , first used in 
this country by Frank Furness at the Pennsyl vania Academy of 
Fine Arts in Philadelphia in 1872, and made popular in Viol let­
Le-Duc ' s Entretiens , translated into English by Henry Van Brunt 
in 1876 . 

A huge- appearing bui lding , 155 feet long on the Paca 
Street facade , four stories, front center section , St . Mary ' s 
Seminary derives its forcefulness from its massiveness and 
its shaclaw. 

St . Mary ' s Seminary was designed by E . F . Baldwin, a 
Baltimore archi te·ct, and built by John Stack, also from 
Baltimore . 
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St. Mary ' s Seminary is the oldest and one of the most 
historically significant Roman Catholic Seminaries in the 
United States, 11 

••• the Mother House of the [Catholic] Church 
in the United States." (J. c. Walsh, "St. Mary's Baltimore," 
Catholic World (June 1929}, 276.} The genesis of St. Mary's 
occurred during the tumult of the French Revolution when 
Rev. Andre Emery, Director General of the Society of 
St. Sulpice, founded in Paris in 1642 to educate me n for the 
priesthood, conceived the idea of establishing a Sulpician 
seminary in the United States. In 1791, with the aid of the 
Archbishop of Baltimore, John Carroll (1735-1815} whose See 
encompassed a ll of the United States, four French Sulpicians 
left Paris, came to Baltimore, and founded St. Mary's Seminary. 
These Sulpicians, Fathers David, Garnier, Flaget and Tessier, 
under the supervision of the Very Reverend Francis c. Nagot 
(President of St. Mary's Seminary from 1790 to 1810} found 
themse.lves in a country with a population of over 48,000 
Catholics and only twenty-five priests. Because of the derth 
of clergy, the Sulpicians became involved in parochial and 
missionary work as well as education. As an example, Father 
Garnier left the Seminary to become the priest in the Baltimore 
parish of St. Patrick; Father Flaget also left the Seminary 
and ~ent to the Mississippi River Valley as a missionary. 
Other priests who had come to St. Mary's to teach joined the 
extracurricular services to American Catholics. Dubourg, who 
came to St. Mary's in 1795, became Bishop of New Orleans, 
but before arriving in Louisiana he founded st. Louis Univer­
sity and built the cathedral in St. Louis. Father Marechal, 
part of the Seminary staff in 1792, also left St. Mary 's to 
join the hierarchy ot the Church as Archbishop of Baltimore in 
1817. Thus the Seminary's Sulpician Fathers made significant 
contriputions to the establishment of the Catholic Church in 
the United States. 

The Sulpicians also contributed to the foundation of 
parochial education beginning within the seminary itself. The 
seminarians, the Sulpicians discovered soon after the opening 
of St. Mary 's Seminary, lacked adequate academic preparation 
fo~ the priesthood. To remedy the lack of higher education 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 
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a~ong the seminarians, and to occupy the Sulpicians who found 
~oo few seminary students to occupy all of their time, the 
Sulpicians ... founded st. Mary's College in 1799 as a part of 
$t. ~ Mary's ·seminary. The lack of institutions of higher learn­
ing· in America was so great that in 1803 St. Mary's Colle ge d e ­
vo-.ted itself to secular education for Catholics and Protestants 
aliRe,· abandoning their initial policy of instructing only 
seminarians. The graduates of St .. Mary's College include John 
Lee Carroll, great-grandson of Charles Carroll of Carrollton 
and7Governor of Maryland (1876-1880); John H. B. Latrobe, author 
~nq ·lawyer for the Baltimpre and Ohio .Railroad; Oden Bowie, 
Governor of Maryland (1868-1872); Benjamin H. Latrobe; engineer 
for~ the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad;. Jerome Bonaparte, nephew 
of Na poleon; a Governor of Maine, Edward Kavanaugh; and a 

_Governor of Louisiana, Andrew Bienvue Roman. The most illus­
t i.ious graduate of both St. Mary's College and St . Mary's 
Seminary was James Cardinal Gibbons (1834-1921), an outstanding 
leader in the Catholic Church and a prominent American, friend 
of Presidents Johnson, Cleveland, Taft and Theodore Roosevelt. 

·/<-.'· With the rise of the number of Catholic institutions of 
higher learning in the nineteenth century, the need for St. 
Mary's College evaporated, and the college ceased to exist 
after 1852. 

:· ~ During ·the early years o~ St. Mary's Seminary the 
· su~picians, in addition to their missionary and educational 
activities, concerned themselves with the needs of the community 
of Baltimore. St . Mary's Chapel, built on the Seminary grounds 
on Paca Street in 1808, served not only the Sulpicians and 
Seminarians, but also the large number of French-speaking Roman 
Catholic& in Baltimore. These people, both blacks and whites, 

• --·- ----------- ··-------• ---·--u---,. ••• - • 
( 1 of 4 c'ontinuation sheets) 

' 1 • ., ' ). . !;- \ 

, /'". ~. 

! : • ~-
· ~ / IT'" • . . . . .. :•.: .. 

.,. 

). 

/\ 
fr 
·'' 

.ti :; .. . 
; 



-­. 
':" 
1 
I 

' . .. ... 
I l 

: ' 
. ,, 
,· 

~ 
I 

, .. 
~ . .. . 

' ' ... ~ , . 

.· 
, . . 

. 
t-1 f 

' 

' • 
I 
1 ..... 

.., 
• 

. \ 

! .. 

• # 

', 
~' 
~ 

'·'' 
" 

Form 10·3000 
(July 1969} 

UNIT l fAT ES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NAT IONAL PARK SERVICE 

NAT ION A L R EGI STE R Of HI STOR IC P L AC ES 

INV ENTOR Y • NOMINATION FORM 

MHT B-30 
T AT E 

Maryland 

Baltimore City 
~-·-- --··--- - - ------

FOR NP S US[ ONLY 
. - --C- N ~ R-;-;:,~,;~L:R- - 1 ---~~ ;- -

(Conti'nuotion Sheet) 
~--------- ______ . ________ ____ ....._ ___ _ - -- ···--· - j_ __ _ 

( Numl:Jor n // enttl•o) 

St . Mary ' s Seminary .. 

#8 . SI GNIFICANCE continued 

had come to various cities in the United States, including 
Baltimore, after 1793 as refugees fleeing from the revolution 
in San Domingo led by Toussaint L'Ouverture . By July 26 , 1793 , 
fifty - three ship loads of refugees had arrived in Baltimore . 
The Sulp i cians of St . Mary ' s, who were largely native Frenchmen , 
responded to the needs of this French- speaking group by pro­
viding French language services in St . Mary ' s Chapel. 

Among the inunigrants from San Domingo were approximately 
five- hundred blacks to whom the Sul picians of St. Mary's gave 
special attention . From 1796 to 1827 Father Tessier of the 
Se~inary devoted himself to the needs of black Catholics. 
Another Sulpician, Father Joubert , founded a school for black 
children in 1827 with the help of two black women , immigrants 
from San Domingo , Elizabeth Lang and Marie Magdalene Balas . 
These women , cognizant of the lacR Cf schooling for blacks, 
founded, with the aid of Father Joubert, the order of the Oblate 
Sisters of Providence comprised of Negro Nuns dedicated to the 
education of black children in 1828 . · 

The Sulpicians ' continued interest in black education is 
evident in their sponsorship of St . Joseph ' s Seminary , . founded 
i n 1888 on the Seminary grounds, for the training of blacks 
for t h e priesthood . Three graduates of St. Joseph ' s Seminary 
wer e ordained as priests : ·John Dorsey , Joseph Plantvigne and 
Charl es ~andolph uncles. Father Uncles (1859-1933) was the 
first black" priest in the United States. He was ordained on 
December 22, 1891, in the Baltimore Cathedral by James Cardinal 
Gibbons. 

St: Mary ' s Seminary, which began in the One- Mile Tavern 
i n 1791 , conunenced construction of its Paca Street building 
with the laying of the cornerstone on May 31, 1876. Archbishop 
James Roosevelt Bayl ey o~ Baltimore (1814 - 1877 ) --a nephew of 

' the Catholic Saint Mothe r Seton and a cousin , through his 
mot her, of ~he Hyde Park Roosevelts of New York--performcd th e 
ceremony . On February 11, 1878 the completed building, which 
cos t $100 , 000, was blessed and formally opened . The Paca Street 
buil ding housed all · the activities of the Seminary until the 
new buildings on Roland and Belvedere Avenues were completed in 
1929 . 

" The importance of St . Mary ' s Seminary in the history of 
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the American catholic church . is attested to by its role in early 
missionary work, higher education, in education for blacks , and 
in t!)e other institutions t .he Sulpicians sponsored like the 
Abbottstown Preparatory College in Abbottstown, Pennsylvania, 
\St. Joseph's Convent or the Mother House of the American Sisters 
of Charity in Emmittsburg, Maryland, Mount St. Mary 's College 
also in Emmittsburg, as we ll a s a Sulpician Seminar y in 
Washington, D. C., which became a part of Catholic University. 
A St. Mary 's Seminary student , Stephen Baldwin, was the first 
.priest ordained in the United States. St. Mary's graduates 
along with Sulpicians from st. Mary's played such a significant 
role in American Catholicism that when the Roland and Belvedere 
Avenues buildings were dedicated half of the heirachy of the 
Roman Cath9lic Church in the United States attended the ceremony . 

'· 
Ephram Francis Baldwin (1837-1916), of the f i rm of Baldwin 

and Pennington, was the architect .of St. Mary ' s Seminar y. l\ 
Roman Catholic, Baldwin specialized in ecclesiastical architec­
ture as well as designing Baltimore and Ohio railroad stations 
.(Mount Clare, Baltimore) , Baltimore. City College, the Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Annapolis and the ~estoration of the Mary­
~and State .House (1903). 
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(Type all entries • attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMB E: R -~:;-;-

I 
11· NAME 

COMMON: St. Mary ' s Seminary 
ri:-t N r> · 011 HI<· r ORIC : -· Semtn~ri~m Sti . Sulpi_ti i !_s t: .~. s~J:.p-~c9 ___ 

LOC ATIOt'-1 
S T ,;cr. I AM ONUMli (- H · 

600 North p .:lC .:1 Street r---·- --- ·- - ----- - ---~-.. ----- -· - -----
CIT >' OR TOWN : 

Baltimo;re 
ST " T E : I CODE I COUNT Y : I CODE 

Maryland I 24 I Baltimore City I 510 
1·3. MAP RE FERENCE 

SOURCF.: 

u.s . c:: . s . 7.5 minute mnp, I3.:.:tltimore East Quadrangle, Maryland 
---- --- - -·--- ----- . 

SC "'LE: 1: 24 000 
D A T C: : ohotorevised 1966 
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2. 
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Property broundaries where required. 

North arrow. 

Lotj tu de and longitude reference. 
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l . STAT E 
Maryland 

COUNTY Baltimore City 

:B City 
B-30 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

TowN " v1 c 1NITY W Franklin St 
STREET NO. N. Paca Street 2. NAM E St. Mary ' s Seminary 

(Seminarium Sti. Sulpitii) 
ORIGINAL OWNER St. Mary ' s Seminary 
ORIGINAL US E School 
PRESENT OWNER St. Mary ' s Seminary 
PRESENT US E School 
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 
NO. OF STORIES 3 + basement + attic * 

DA TE OR PERIOD 1876 (date stone) 
STYLE 2nd Empi r e Rev. (Franco-Victori a1) 
AR CHIT E CT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIB RARY OF CONGR ESS USE 

4. NOTABLE. FEATUR ES, HISTORI CAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION 'OPEN TO PUBLIC 

A l arge brick institut ional structure in the 2nd Empire Revival Style , 
St. Mary ' s Seminary building exemplifies t he French- inspired Victorian 

' public architecture of the 1870s. (2nd Empire Revival was almost the 
offical style , being used by A.B. Mullet and William A. Potter, Archi­
tects of the U. S . Treasury in the early 1870s; practiced by men such 
as Henry Hobson Richardson in his early works , Ware and Van Brunt , 
and George B. Post , etc., and contemporane ous with such French archi­
tects as Lefeul and Labrouste. ) 

Built on a story- high, rough granite base , the large expanses of b r i ck 
are offset by a water table , belt courses , windows sills , and lintels 
of smooth granite. The first story windows are set within recessed 
arches· and almost all windows have low brick arches and granite cap 
stones. There is a wood, bracketed cornice , and there is a characte:r'-­
istic mansard roof with ' fish scale ' slate roofing (probably the roof 
had dormer windows at time of construotion) . The decoration of the 
· building is relatively simple and (in keeping· with t hen influent i a l 
inspiration of· John Ruskin) is primarily construotional ( such as the 
recessed brick- indented+ pattern on the 2nd belt course , etc. ) . 
The main entrance is most interesting and represents current 1876 
fashion ; note especially the short stubby , corbeled columns , fi r st 
used in this country by Frank Furness at the Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts in Philadelphia in 1872ff , and made popular in Viollet-Le­
Duc ' s Entretiens , translated into English by Henry Van Brunt in 1876. 

A huge-appe a ring building ( * 4 stories, front center section) , St. 
Mary ' s Seminary derives its forcefulness from its massiveness and its 
shadow • 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTU RE' endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Opfional) 

3. PU BLISHED SOU RCES (Author, Titl@, Pag@s) 

INTERVIE WS, RE CORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

lnt~rior E xt•rior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND' Tl TLE OF RECORDER 

William Morgan 
University of Delaware 

June 1 , 1969 
DA TE OF RECORD 
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i. STATE Maryland 
couNTY Baltimore City 
TOWN 

STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIG INAL USE 

PRESENT OWN E R 

PR ESEN T US E 

WA L L' CONSTRUCT ION 

NO. OF STORIES 

VI CINI TY 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUI L DINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY B-JQ 

2. NAME St. Mary ' s Seminary School 
Building 

DA TE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BU ILDER 

3. FOR LIB RARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANO DESCRIPTION 

D e. s t ro 'I e. i!1 ~ Se <. 8 - 3 

OPEN TO PUBLIC 

S. PHYSICA L CONDITION OF ~ T RUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 

3. PUBLISH ED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVI EWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, 'OTC. 

Interior Exte rior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND' TITLE (IF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 
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St. Mary's Seminary School Building 
600 N. Paca Street 
Sanborn Maps 
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B-30 
St. Mary' s Seminary School Building 
600 N. Pa ca Street 
Sanborn Map, 1952, Volume IA, Sheet 5A 
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