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NATICNAL PARK SZRVICE
STATE REVIEW SHEET
riistoric Presarvauon Cearuiicauon Apaiication--Pars |

sperty: 732 LIgHT STREET L RALTIMORE . MACYLAND

Historic Districs: FEO=EAL HiLL

lo-2@$@=zz12 (nitial spolcation receives oy diate —_ Cale acoiucnal Informzction
10 -25-8& 12 complete infcrmation receives by Stat recuested Hy State
cate of tnis transmittal to NPS ' ’
Inspectionioi propgerty by diates3aif? v no _ves caie:
S - N . et - e
V _ihere is aceguais COCUMENnIZTioN encicses 10 2vaIUate he Musicric characier and integrity of inis
crogerty.
___ There is insuiZicient documentaticn o evaluate ine property acegquately, The zpplicztion is missing
the Iallewing it2ms:
Xezsonazie eilorss, Cescrined belaw, hive seen made o Shisin ¢uis Rfermatisn. Casiss ol <ha
information regusesis are encicsed,
j T01s progerty involves:
i 1 /=v:ens;-¢= loss of histeric faztic _ Cbscurec or covered eievaticn(s)
hL...sk..r izl aiterziions over time — ~lovez srepersy
Pre nary ceterminaticn cf listing ___ State reccmmencation inconsisient
f r aistrics wiin NR cecumentztion
_ feringivicua!l progerty — Recommencation difierent than the
v DETERMINATION pE SIGNIFICANCE applicant's regquest
1O DIisTRCT
Complete one section Delow as appropriate,
e §{1) L~ L The prop rty_L-Contrizutes___ cces not contridute to the histaric significance of this

gistrict in:

L~ iccation V/;twn Letung ﬁa'-na's ~Workmanshis ‘/E‘: =ling anag asscciation
Property is menticnes in the NR cccumen:ziicn in Section , caze R

(2}___For srogerties less tnan 50 years oid: _
e historicai merits of tne cistrict {tne perices ans areas of significance) are cccumentes in the
National Register ncminartion fcrm or district cocumentation on fiie as iess than 50 years oid,
jn..s:ifv'mg tne certification of tnis prc":-'f's contrisutien.
the sirong ..‘s....r.._al or ar..nr.::c:...ra‘ merit of this preperty as cescrised in the Naticnal Register
neminaticn fcrm or rict decumentaticn on file jus:tifi ication as centrizuting.
___'*e“- is insuiiicient jus:;z‘ica:.m 10 Consicer s pro; :y c:n:.—:;utmg to tne 2istrict on tne dasis
cf its inaivicual architectural or historical merits or tne significance cf the cistrict coes ot
extend u2 10 and inciuding the latest 50 year period.
Briefly explain how Stancard (3) applies t0 this progerty's indivicual merits or its significance
in relationsnip to the significant gualities anc cnaracierisucs o ne gistrict,

RV
m

(3) For preliminary ceterminations:
A. The status of the nomination for the property/historic gistri

____Nomination has &lxeasly be=n suomitied to State review doarg, anc if revieweo Sy ine doard,

T n:zmi-ation will be forwarded to the NPS witnin a peasonasie seriog of uime. (Dra.. ncmination
is enc.zsed.)
Nominztien was suzmitied 12 the NPS on .
Neminatuen will Se suomittad to the State review Scarg witnin twelve maonias.
Nomination process likely will Se completeg witiin tnurty montns.
Tther; explain:

—
—-._
———

Z. Evaluatien of the nropertys: _ _ o _
—_Properzy 1s ingivicualily eligiole and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation

D'Dpc"[y 15 10categ witnin a pctentml registered gistrict tnat meets Nanonal Register

Criteria for Evaluation
A B c D Exceptions:

(#) The property is located in a registered cistrict, is outsice the pericals) and/or area(s) of signifi-

cance as documentea 10 the NR NomMination anc:

appears 1o contsidute 10 INe expangea significance of the cistrict. Enclosed is the revised

ACmMiNation Jdocumentation.

does Aet Apcear to CONtTiOULE 1O the period(s) and/or arzals) of significance of the district.
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3 Descripuion of cistrict inciucing tne perioa(s) and area(s) of significance as cescribed in ne National
Regicter gocumenstation or gocumentation on fiie (except for preliminary cetermination of inaivigual
—
dsungl. THE HeToric PISTIRICT oF FEOERAL hHlle SONSISTS oF FELERAC Ll
e ftoLsEs ON THE STRESTS FACTING AND SLOPING AWAY FROM Tue PAppe © e Wes
AND SEOTH. THE HLLL |s BoUNDEO on THe NORTH AND BEAST &Y WATERF=o AT | THE My
OF HOUZES DATE Frowl THE Mip To LATE \gq+ .;EU\'UE‘(J WITH A SCATTERNG oF EA‘éol_.&;
STRUCTLURES., AU ARE OF BRICK CSONSTRUCTION WITH THe EXTENSUE Ut on Nm-rr;IE'
MRRBLE TRIM . MOST ARE ATIARCHED TOWWOSES o= 9 oe 3 ztoR APPROK . FIFTEEN
\ _ ; horl ES . L ="
FEST N WIBTH, PORNER \N\Mgﬂowé “QE-__ oM Moy ON THE ObDES HoudeS AND PRovibe.
CONSIDELARLE YARIATION K RCOFE LHNE  WITHIN A Bloci. WITH THE EXCELTON OF THOSE

“::JM':L_(:‘ THE m%mmﬁt—gﬁféﬁ%’oﬁeg NOEST Barioa(s) of significance: |9TH ey Section 7 . zase ) .
3 = ”

Cescrigticn cf Ing property SSCuUmenting Curreni S3ncition.  THis STRWTURE 12 A BRICK , 3 STORY MmN
Bleck, wITH A Twe TIoRY TBLL ANP TWe , Z. grtor-yf RECTANQULAR ADDNTIONE ATTACHED
TO l'ré REAL . THE FACADE —ON=SISTS oF A LARGE. ACCHED WINDOM AND FRONT
ENTRANCE . THE SEconD AND THIRD FLOOR LEELDS TA-H —oTAIN Two wiNbow
CPENINGS ., A WED CORNICE | == SR :ﬁ\'\“‘Tl-‘fE 'TCJ_F:- THE INTERIORK s BEEN = UTTED
S e e ARl S 2 AND Winas SUAEAINaS s S A Atk
S YAGALE FARRIc I R P T oA PSS T W BNO S rOCEET
retains suilicientintezmiiyl _ v as NG THIS STRUCTURE 13 Sig NYFICANT BEAUSE OF \TS .—tose
tatement of signiiicance ci ne fropers REATIOWSHIP WITH EALLY —OHMESEE & The AREA-.
1T s REVRESENTATWVWE OF A TALRLY &M B c:i,@ouF’ oF THREE Eroey VETDRIAN STYLE HousES
BULLT A WESIDENCES TD AcconiepATE  TIHE @sSing NUMBERL OF MIDDLE ZLASS e |DENTS
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I Recommencation:
siiczticn ior tne above-named property has been reviewed by Hficwase L Ty , 2

I
_ preiessicnally gualified architect, architecturzl historian, or historian on my siaff.

v The property is included within tne bouncaries of a registered historic district, contridute

to the significance of the district, and is a "certified historic structure” for the purpose of

renhabiiitztion.

The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district, contribute

to the significance of the district, and is a "certiiled historic structure” for a charitzadie

contrizution for conservation purpesed in accorgance with the Tax Treztment Extension Act oi

1380.

The property aces not contricute te the significance cf the above-named district,

The property agpears to mee: the Nationai Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely
Ce nominaied.

Tne progerty coes not appear to me=t the Naticnal Register Criterija for Evaluaticn and will
noi be ncminated,
Tne property appears to contribute to the significance cf a:
potentizl historic district which appears 1o meet the National Register Criteria
ror Zvaluation and will likely e nominated.
___registerad nistoric district Sut is outsice the period(s) and area(s) of significance
as cocumented in the National Register nomination or district documentation on file
with the NPS. Revised nomination or disirict documentation is enciosed,
___ The property shoula be denied a preliminary cetermination that it could qualify as
& cerzified historic structure,
____Insuilficient cocumentaticn has been provices 10 evaluate the structure,

Cetailed NPS review recommended Precedent setting case Ferwarded without recommendation

Dage: //"'/J:' fé State Official Signature:
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICADEIN" > 4 4, 3
PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification will be made unless a completed application form has
been received, Use typewriter or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets,

732 Light St.

1. Name of property:

Address of property: same

Baltimore County state Maryland  zip code —C?// i<
Federal Hill

City

Name of historic district:

& national Register district [J certified state or local district [ potential historic district

2. Check nature of request:

!3 certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabilitation.

D certification that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to
the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.
certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.
preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register.
preliminary determination that a building located within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district,
preliminary determination that a building cutside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district.

3. Authorized project contact:

Name _William H. Hazlehurst Jr. Title __Partner
swreer 13 Hilltop Ave. city __Towson
state _Maryland zip 21204 Tetephone Number (during day): __(301)-889-7055

ask for Mr. Patrick Hudson
4. Owner:

Name__ 732 Light Street Partnership

streer 209 Goodwood Gardens Road city _Baltimore
state _Maryland zip 21210 Telephone Number (during day): —(301)-889-7449

| hereby attest that the information | have provided is, to the best of my knowladge, carrect, and that | own the above-named property.
£ >
T 2 2 L ,/ o
Owner's Signature iz égz‘{""’ /{ : /J/»— &4././/\ Date /?/;’3 ,/6'5

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identifica(ap dumber__

NPS Office Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the ""Histori. Preservation Certification Application — Part 1" for the abr;\\r-e-named property and hereby deter-
mines that the property:

[ contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a “certified historic structure’ for the purpose of rehabilitation.
contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "‘certified historic structure”’ for a charitable contribution for conservation pur-
poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980,

[J does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

Preliminary Determinations:

O appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the
State Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

[J does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register.
appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if
nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer,

. appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the

National Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS,

[ does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure,

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office



, HISTORIC PRESERVATION N
732 Light St. CERTIFICATION APPLICATION—

Property Name Project Number:
PART 1
same

Property Address

. . G- 303)
72 Light St. Partnership —

Own|_ me/Social Security or Taxpayer 1D Number

5. Description of physical appearance:732 Light St. is a three and two story L shaped buillding with
two, two story rectangular additions attached to its rear. Both the main building
and the additions are constructed of red brick with wood interior framing and have
flat roofs. The front section of the main building is fourteen and one half feet wide
and twenty five and one half feet long and contains three floors. There is also a
full basement under this section. The rear section of the main building is ten feet
wide and eighteen feet long and contains two floors. The first addition is nine feet
wide and ten feet long and the second is thirteen and one half feet wide and ten feet
long.

¢ Built at the same time as 730 Light St. which has since been converted to a store

front, 732 Light St. has been unoccupied for many years and in that time it has sustained
several fires one of which destroyed the center section of roof. Consequently, many
of the building's historic details are damaged or missing. Much of the front facade
is intact though. Constructed of a tightly laid hard red brick, it contains a large
arched wood framd window opening on the left side of the first floor level. Below
this there is a small window opening into the basement. On the right side of the first
floor level there is a nine and one half foot high opening for a door and transom
window. This door opening is reached by four marble steps, the lowest of which is (cont.)
Date of Construction: __1 580 Source of Date: __Sanborn Fire Insurance Plats

Polk City Directories

Baltimore City Land Records

Datels) of Alteration(s): UnNKnown

Has building been moved? [ yes no, If so, when?

6. Statement of significance:
Building within a registered historic district: The Federal Hill
Swstoric District is a predominantly intact grouping of historically and architecturally
significant buildings constructed from the late 1700's to the early 1900's. The
district is historically significant because of its close providential relationship
with the port of Baltimore which conceptually bounders it on two sides. The district
is architecturally significant because it contains a wide diversity of building
types and usages which chronicle the changing styles of Baltimore architecture from
its earliest days until the early twentieth century.

732 Light St. is particularly significant because of its close relationship
with the early commerce of the area. In a survey of the property commissioned by
the Maryland Historical Trust, Historic Sites Surveyor M. E. Hayward states that
the building is "representative of a fairly small group of three story Victorian
style houses built as residences in the Federal Hill area to accomodate the rising
number of middle class residents in the neighborhood who had prospered at local
trades and businesses to the point where they could afford a large house with some
stylistic pretensions." With its large rear additions though, 732 Light St. quite
often served the dual role of residence and place of business.

Built in 1860, the building's first owner merchant was Thomas Hardester who
operated a lamp and oil shop in the building which was listed as 250 Light St. at
that time. In 1865 the building was purchased by Christian Schaepperle who also
operated a lamp and tinware business there, but almost immediately leased the property
to Casper Melcher, a local baker who had a shop at 58 Johnson St. In 1868 Melcher
moved his bakery to number 99 Hanover Market and it stayed there until 1870 at which
time he moved it into the rear of 250 Light St. Melcher operated the business there

7. Photographs and maps. (continued)

+#7zh photegraphs and maps to application,

Continuation sheets attached: [ yes O no



Form 10-168b AMB Approved

Rev. 3/84 No. 1024-0009
CONTINUATION SHEET Expires 8/31/86
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732 Light St.
Property Name

je

Certification Application PrOIGEE N abor:

Property Address

Owner Name/Social Security or Taxpayer |D Number

This sheet: ﬂ continues Part 1 [] continues Part 2 [J amends Project. NPS Project Number:
Part 1 No. 5 - continued - missing. The second and third floor levels of the front facade
each contain two rectangular wood framed window openings. All of the window openings
in the front facade of 732 Light St. have brick sills, and the basement window opening,
the door opening, and the second floor window openings are all topped by gently arched
bricks above scroll sawed wood typanums. The larce first floor window opening is topped
by a circular arch of brick and the third floor window openings have no lintels at all.
At the top of the building there is a modillion cornice constructed of wood which consists
of an open area above a long section of facia board which is supported by the modillions
attached to a frieze board.

The rear facades of 732 Light St. contain all four faces: north, south, east, and
west, some of which are broken up into unconnected pieces that are part of both the
main building and the additions. All of the rear facades are constructed of red brick
which is laid with wider mortar joints than in the front facade. The south facade of
the rear of 732 Light St. consists of parts of the main building and the two additions,
and creates a long "C" shape which shelters a small walkway which is entered from the
rear of the building, or by a doorway in the first floor level of the east facade of
the second addition. The south facade of the main building contains two rectangular
wood framed window openings on the first floor level and two on the second. The first
addition contains two wood framed window openings on each of the first and second floor

els, and the second addition has a large wood framed double window opening in the
wecond floor level above a blank space of brick wall on the first floor level. All of
the window openings on the first floor level of the south facade of the main building
and the first addition have concrete sills, and the window opening in the first floor
level of the main building has a concrete lintel. The window openings on the first floor
level of the first addition have keyed brick lintels. All of the window openings on
the second floor level of the south facade have wood sills and gently arched brick lintels,
and the window opening on the south facade of the second addition has a brick sill.

The west facade of the rear of 732 Light St. consists of two sections, one whichi::
is part of the main building and the other which is part of the second addition. The
west facade of the main building is the cnly three story section of the rear facades,
and it is shaped like an inverted "L". On the narrow first and second floor levels it
contains rectangular wood framed window openings. The window opening on the first floor
level has a concrete sill and a steel lintel, and the one on the second floor level
has a wood sill and is toppad by a very gradual brick arch. On the third floor level
there is a blank space of brick wall to the left and a large open area to the center
and the right. The west facade of the second addition contains a large sliding metal
door on the right side of the first floor level and two small window openings (over)

Owner's Signature ,2 4 / /}44&‘\() Date /C:_/r'-?/?"‘
() /

NPS Office Use Only

O The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments meet the Secretary of the Interior’s *’Standards for
Rehabilitation.”

O National Park Service has determined that these project amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior’s “’Stan-
—ards for Rehabilitation.”

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office
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732 Light St. Historic Preservation Z :s = :?7 £
Propérty Neme Certification Application bl
same

Property Address

2 Light St. Partnership
Owner Name/Social Security or Taxpayer |D Number

on the left side. There are several metal plates attached to the upper part of the first
floor level and a protruding course of brick which separates the first floor level from
the second floor level. On the second floor level there is a larger rectangular window
opening in the center of the facade. The sills of all the window openings on the west
facade of the second addition are constructed of a protruding course of brick and the
lintels are gently arched bricks. The metal door is topped by a steel lintel.

The north facade of the rear of 732 Light St. consists of part of the north wall
of the second addition and contains just one opening, a double window opening on the
second floor level which has a brick sill and is topped by a gently arched brick lintel.

The east facade of the rear of the building is the smallest section of the rear
facades, and it consists of part of the east wall of the second addition. It contains
a door opening on the first floor level and a tiny arched wood framed window opening
on the second floor level. The doorway has a concrete sill and a metal lintel, and the
window has a gently arched brick lintel and no sill.

The interior of 732 Light St. is in extremely poor condition with water damage
and general deterioration in most areas. It is entered from the front doorway through
a foyer and then a second doorway into the main hallway. Both the front door and the
foyer door are topped by transom windows. To the left in the main hallway there is a
pocket door which opens into the front room which is long and narrow in shape. The large
arched window opening is in the east wall of this room, and there is also a rectangular
window opening on the southwest wall. Going west from this room there are two rectangular
rooms with two window openings on the south wall of each room and then a step up into

> rear room. In the first rectangular room there is also a staircase that leads to
wie basement, which is under the front room: and is completely empty except for a toilet
stall against the east wall and a small window opening in the upper right hand corner
of the same wall. The rear room on the first floor is also rectangular in shape and
has a door opening in its small southeast section of wall, the large sliding metal door
on the left side of the west wall, and two small window openings on the right side of
the same wall.

At the west end of the front hallway there is a staircase which leads to the second
floor. This staircase opens into the center room on the second floor; which is long
and rectangular in shape, and has three window openings in its south wall and no roof.
East of this room there are two rectangular rooms divided by a north south staircase
which runs to the third floor. The east wall of the front room contains two window opening
and the west wall of the rear room contains a single window opening. West of the center
room there is a step up which leads to two more rooms. The first room is almost square
in shape and contains two window openings in its south wall. The second room is wider
than the first and has a partition which apparently at one time divided it into two
rooms. The east section of this room appears to have been a bathroom because part of
it is tiled. It has a tiny arched window in its east wall. The rear part of this room
contains five window openings with a double window opening in both the south and north
walls and a single window in the west wall.

The third floor was also apparently divided into two rooms, both of which were
entered from the staircase which lands on the south side of the center of the floor.
Both rooms are fairly square, and the front room contains two window openings in its
east wall. THe rear room has no windows, but almost all of its west wall is missing.

The roof above the third floor is also in very poor condition with the section over
= rear room partially collapsed.

Because of the condition of the building and its recent history, very few pieces
of interior trim have survived other than some door and window moldings. Moldings that
exist include five inch beaded edge casing with five and one quarter inch corner blocks
around the doors and windows in the front section of the main building, and five inch
wide, less detailed trim around the doors and windows in the rear of the main building
and both of the additions,‘'which has mitered corners. There is also a small section
of wainscotting constructed of a narrow vertical siding on the south wall of the middle
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732 Liqht st Ht‘STD"lﬁ: Preser\'i.llll:lrl NPS Office Use Only 6 ‘30 4 ’
A, 1 Name Certification Application Project Number:
_adme

Property Address

732 Tight St. Partnershin
Owner Name/Social Security or Taxpayer ID Number

This sheet: @cominues Part 1 [ continues Part 2 [J amends Project. NPS Project Number:
Part 1 No. 5 - continued - room on the first floor.

Part 1 No. 6 - continued - until 1881 when his son John took it over. In 1872 Casper
Melcher also opened a liquor store around the corner at 159 William St. In 1885 John
Melcher closed the liquor store on William St. and moved the bakery there, although

he continued to live at the Light St. address and actually purchased the property in

1899. In 1906 John Melcher sold the property at 250 Light St. to George Michael Wirth

and his wife Anna Mary, at which time the property's traceable relationship with the
commerce of the area ends until the 1960's when a candy shop was operated there. In

1976 the property was taken over by the City Of Baltimore until it was sold to the partners
in 1986.

Owner's Signature C‘;‘Z “~ 1/}4/60%_/,) Date_ /22 //.:’G
e s 7

s

NPS Office Use Only

O The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments meet the Secretary of the Interior’s "*Standards for
" Rehabilitation.”
. ne National Park Service has determined that these project amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior’s ““Stan-
dards for Rehabilitation.”

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office
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B-3031

B-3028 - B-3035 1860-1884
740-720 Light St. (West side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

This group of three story high, two bay wide brick buildings with
shed roofs and Italianate-style bracketed cornices was built by several
different builders in the early 1860's and in the 1880's (734-740 Light St.)
The 1860's houses at the northern end of the block were built to serve a
combined residential/commercial function and the original storefronts are
still intact at 720-722, 724, and 726 Light St. 734-740 Light St. were built
as residences but 740 has most recently served as a local bar/restaurant. The
houses are currently unoccupied, but have recently been sold by the city to
private owners and are awaiting renovation and rehabitation.
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MAGI 0430312
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 2204

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

EINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON

BEJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
730-732 Light St.

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Baltimore —_ VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland
I CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT XPUBLIC __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
%_BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE X UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—_OBJECT __IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
X.NO —MILITARY X OTHER.restoration
TN OWNER OF PROPERTY e el
NAME
Mayor and City Council Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE, zip code
Baltimore ___ VICINITY OF Maryland 21202
" FALOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION CABEE &
o  COURTHOUSE. Folio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Records Office Room 601
STREET & NUMBER

Baltimore City Courthouse

CITY. TOWN TATE
Baltimore Maryland ;3202
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE

—FEDERAL __STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




Ed DESCRIPTION BBt

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT EDETER!ORATEU EUNALTERED 732 X_Oﬂlﬁl’NALSlTE
__GOOD __RUINS Xattereo 730 __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of three story high, two bay brick houses with shed roof and
modillion cornice was built as a unit in 1860. The first floor area of 730
Light St. has been converted into a store-front.

The houses are three stories in height, about 14 1/2' wide, and occupy
lots 72' deep. The houses are two rooms deep, with a two story high, five
bay deep rear addition, followed by a later two story high, two bay deep section.
The houses are constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a wooden
cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding supported by a row of
carved modillions set above a plain freize articulated with a single molding
strip. Each house has a double rectangular chimney located along the front
section of the house. At 730 the chimney is on the north side of the house;
at 732 it is on the south side of the house.

The houses originally had a round arched first floor window, but it remains
today only at 732 Light St. The doorway and second floor window openings have
segmentally arched brick lintels with scroll-sawed tympanums; the third floor
windows have no lintels. All of the sills are wood.* All of the window openin/
are either empty or boarded. At 732 Light St. the doorway is boarded but the
entrance is reached by four stone steps and there is a rectangular basement
opening located to the left of the steps. The first floor area of 730 Light
St. has been converted into a store-front. The recessed door is located to the
south of a three-sided projecting shop window set on a brick base. In the
southernmost bay of the house a second door leads to the private residence
on the upper floors. All of the door and shop window openings are boarded.

A deep cornice extends across the entire width of the store-front. It consists
of a deeply projecting crown molding set above a plain freize area which caps
a row of four paired vertical lights set between wooden panels. The entire
cornice rests on a shallow shed roof which extends out over the projecting

shop window.and the doorway area. The entrance is reached by one wide stone
step.

*At 730 Light St. the wood sills have been replaced by brick header sills.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
—.1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MuUsIC —THEATER
X1800-1899 — COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER [SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1860 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Thomas Hardester

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This pair of houses is significant as being representative of a fairly small
group of three story Victorian-style houses built as residences in the 1860's.in
the Federal Hill area to accomodate the rising number of middle-class residents
in the neighborhood who had prospered at local trades and businesses to the point
where they could afford a large house with some stylistic pretensions. In 1865
732 Light St. was bought by Caspar Melcher, a baker who had a stall in the Hanover
St. market. In 1870, Melcher is listed as operating his bakery at this address and
the large rear addition would certainly accomodate such an arrangement.l The owner

” 730 Light St. in 1865 was Karl Kaufman, who operated a tavern at 50 Montgomery St.

The houses are currently being offered for sale by the City to private owners
and will hopefully soon be renovated.

lgaltimore City Directory, 1868-9, 1870

21bid., 1865-6

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B-203)
FEJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -~

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY <
STATE COUNTY -
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust [ Struever Bros. & Eccles 5/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204
-y

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. -

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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B-3031

730-732 Light Street

Block 0896 Lots CO0896a/d
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3031 730-732 Light St.
M.E.H. 6/79

East elevation



