B-3164

B-3160 - B-3168 1852-1876
202-228 Warren Ave. (North side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The three story, two and three bay wide brick houses lining this side of
Warren Ave. were built for -a middle class market and are much larger and more
commodious than the average two story plus attic type of house built for nearby
working class tenants. 202-220 Warren Ave. were all originally built with gable
roofs but most have since been remodeled and now have shed roofs with bracketed
cornices. 222-228 Warren Ave. were built in the 1870's in the currently
fashionable Italianate style, with shed roofs and bracketed cornices. Each of
these large, expensive houses is three bays wide and has a marble-faced basement.
The first floor areas of 826-828 Warren Ave. now serve as an antique shop.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of three story brick houses with shed roofs represent a remodeling
of the original three story, gable roofed structures that were built on this
site in the 1850's and formed part of a group of such houses extending along
this side of Warren Ave. 212 Warren Ave. is three bays wide and 214 Warren Ave.
is two bays wide. 214 Warren Ave. has been covered with formstone.

The houses are three stories in height. 212 Warren Ave. is 18' wide and
214 Warren Ave. is 12' wide. They occupy lots about 97' deep. FEach house has
a three story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall extension which connects
the main structure to a two story with attic rear addition. At 212 Warren Ave.
this rear addition is four bays deep and there is an extra two story high, two
bay deep section extending further to the rear. At 214 Warren Ave. this two
story with attic addition is only two bays deep but there is a two story high,
four bay deep extension adjoining it. There is also a later, extra two bay deep
section. The houses are constructed in running bond, though 214 Warren Ave.
has been covered with formstone. Each house has a double hooded chimney located
along the .outside wall of the house.212 Warren Ave. has a hooded chimney locats!
along the east end wall of the addition and 214 has a similar chimney located
along the west end wall of the addition. The shed roofs are surmounted by a
continuous cornice of Ttalianate design consisting of a deeply projecting crown
molding supported by six carved brackets. The underside of the cornice is
decorated with scroll-sawed motifs. The brackets connect the cornice to a lower
molding strip decorated with a row of quarter-round carvings. The brick freize
area thus formed is punctuated by scroll-sawed ventilating panels. At present,
the lower molding strip and the ventilating panels at 214 Warren Ave. are missing.

The window openings at 212 Warren Ave. have splayed brick lintels. The sills
on the second and third floor windows are composed of a row of headers; the sill
on the first floor window is stone. The first floor window is filled with new
9/9 sash; the second and third floor windows have new 6/6 sash. A modern six
panel door is set beneath a single light transom, under a segmentally arched
brick lintel. At 214 Warren Ave. the formstone covering obscures the original
lintels and sills. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 sash. A late
Victorian six panel door is set beneath a single light transom, with segmentally
arched lintel. The transom area has been filled in with a piece of wood. The
houses sit on high basements, the entrances being reached by three marble steps.
212 Warren Ave. has two square coal openings with iron grates set beneath the
first floor windows; 214 Warren Ave. has one rectangular coal opening with an
arched lintel, set beneath the first floor window.

Each house has only one long room in the main part of the house, on the
first, second, and third floors. Each of these rooms has a fireplace. 212
Warren Ave., being three bays wide, has a separate entrance hall behind its
easternmost bay, which leads back to the stair hall, and has a door opening into
the front room. The stairs are located in an extension to the main house and
a separate door, with side-lights, opens into the stair hall from the rear
courtyard. Beyond the stair hall there is a two bay deep dining room with

fireplace, and a two bay deep kitchen, with pantry beyond. The rooms are divided

CONTENUE ON SEPARATE SHEE g'fF NECESSARY
in the same manner for the bedrooms on the second floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

See under 202 Warren Ave.

This pair of houses is particularly interesting as being a combination of a
three bay house and a two bay house, a type of unit that Bell repeated in the
adjoining houses at 216-218 Warren Ave. The houses have exactly the same room
arrangement, except that 212 Warren Ave. has a separate entrance hall that runs back
from the doorway to the stair hall area to the rear. 214 Warren Ave. follows the

onventional plan of the doorway opening directly into the main room of the house,
through which one must traverse to reach the rear stair hall area.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory wads officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code 'of Maryland, Article 41, Séctionh 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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212-214 Warren Avenue
Block 0907 Lot 024-025
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3164 212-214 Warren Ave.
M.E.H. 4179

South elevation



