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B-3171 - B-3179 1861-1875 
229-203 E. Montgomery St. (South side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The majority of the houses on this side of the 200 block of Montgomery St. 
are unusual for the area in that they are set back from the street with small 
front yards and front porches, instead of being flush with the sidewalk as most 
houses nearby. The brick houses are two stories in height, two bays wide, and 
extend back under gable roofs running perpendicular to Montgomery St., each pair 
of houses sharing one gable roof, or, when the house is free-standing, with a roof 
that is actually only one slope of a "gable" roof. The houses extend back for a 
depth of seven or eight bays and most have false roof fronts to create the 
impression of a shed-roofed house. Houses of this type are located at 211-213 
and at 219-229 E. Montgomery St., and were built in the 1870's. At 215 and 217 
E. Montgomery St. there are two story, three bay wide brick houses with shed 
roofs and bracketed cornices built in 1868-1869,- in the common manner flush with 
the sidewalk. 203-207 E. Montgomery St., also built flush with sidewalk, are earlier 
three story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, dating from the early 
1860's. 
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This two story, three bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice 
was built contemporaneously with its similar neighbor at 215 E. Montgomery St. 

The house is two stories in height, about 14 1/2' wide, and occupies a lot 
95' deep. A two story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall extension connects 
the one room deep main house to a two story high, five bay deep rear addition. 
There is also an added two bay addition, the upper floor of which is an open * 
porch. The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by 
a cornice of Italianate design, consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding 
bordered by a row of cut-work scallops and supported by a row of heavy, plain 
modillions. Beneath this there is a row of incised dentil carvings. Four large 
carved brackets connect the cornice to a lower molding strip. The brick freize 
thus formed is punctuated by three scroll-sawed ventilating panels. There is 
a hooded chimney located along the east side of the house. 

The door and window openings have splayed brick lintels and stone sills. 
All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 sash. A late Victorian, arched 
panel door is set beneath of single light transom. The house sits on a fairly 
high basement, the entrance being reached by three marble steps. There are 
two rectangular basement windows. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This house is interesting as an early example of a two story high, three bay wide 
Victorian-style building with shed roof and bracketed cornice—a more elaborate and 
individualized version of the type of building that would be constructed in rows along 
Riverside Ave. and S. Hanover St. in the 1880's. 

The house was built on land leased by Charles Howard, but because of the variety 

C I houses built on Howard's lots, it seems probable that he made agreements with the 
idividual builders for erecting houses, at which time he would then execute to them 

a lease for the property. 
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217 E. Montgomery Street 
Block 0907 Lot 041 
Baltimore City 
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North elevation 


