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917-931 S. Hanover St. (Eask side)
Baltimore, Md.
Private access

This row of three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and
bracketed cornices was built after the Civil War by George Williamson, an’ active
local real estate developer. The only exception to the above description is
917 S. Hanover St., which is a three story, three bay wide house with gable roof,
the only survivor of an earlier row of such houses which extended south from
Warren Ave. to Churchill St. All of the houses are currently in a deteriorated
condition.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice
was built, along with the adjoining houses to the south, in the late 1860's..
The house shares the same cornice as its neighbors, 921-923 S. Hanover St. and

all the houses in the row, extending down to 931 S. Hanover St. have quite similar
cornices. *

The house is three stories high, about 14' wide, and occupies a lot 90' deep.
There is a three story high, one bay deep and wide stair hall extension which
connnects the main house to a two story high, four bay deep rear addition.

The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a cornice
of Ttalianate design consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding supported
by a tow of carved modillions set above a row of smaller carved modillions.
There is a plain Wood freize area and the entire cornice is supported by two
carved end brackets, which connect it to a plain lower molding strip. There is
a hooded chimney located along the south side of the house and a double hooded
rear end chimney located at the eastern end of the first two bays of the rear

addition. _—

The first floor door and window openings have segmentally arched brick
lintels with solid wood tympanums. There are no lintels on the second and
third floor windows. All of the sills are composed of a row of brick headers.
The first and third floor windows are filled with 4/4 sash; the second floor
windows with 1/1 sash. A late, six panel door is set beneath a single light
transom. The house sits on a fairly low basement, the entrance being reached
by three stone steps. There are two square-shaped coal openings, with flat
wood lintels, set beneath the first floor windows.
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant as being one of a fairly small number of large,
Victorian style houses built in the Federal Hill area after the Civil War. The
houses were built to accomodate the rising number of middle-class residents in the
area who had prospered at local trades and businesses to the point where they could
afford to lived in a larger house than the typical two story plus attic type
built for the working class market. Apart from the fashionable shed roof and
bracketed cornice these houses were essentially the same as their gable-roofed
predecessors, both in plan and facade details. (In fact, in this case, the builder
“agan building gable-roofed houses on the street to the north of this house, but

“us the style changed after the War, he switched to the more fashionable shed roof

design.)

The house was built by George W. Williamson as part of his development of this
side of S. Hanover St. The first owner was a Clemens Kroger, who operated a grocery
store next door at 917 S. Hanover St. (See under 917 S. Hanover St.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION _ DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd,
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Marvland 2120Q4

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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919 S. Hanover Street
Block 0917 Lot 041
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.

GIS data Courtesy of
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS
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B-3197 919 S, Hanover St.
_M.E.H. 5/79
West elevation



