B~3252

B-3252 - B-3256 1845-1850
903-915 Light St. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

This side of the 900 block of Light St. was originally improved by a
row of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, 905-909
Light St. having been built by Francis Kines and 911-915 Light St. having been
built by John S. Gittings, as part of his development of the southern section of
this block. Most of the houses now serve a mixed commercial/residential function
and 915 Light St. has been enlarged and remodeled and now is three stories in
height with a shed roof and bracketed cornice.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story plus attic brick house with Eable roof is an example of a
"half house," a house that is only one room deep, with only the front slope of
the gable roof completed. If the owner needed more room later, he could add on
the back half of the house--another set of rooms under the rear slope of the
gable roof.

The houses is two and a half stories in height, about 14' wide, and occupies
a lot 18' deep. It is constructed in running bond. The low-pitched front gable
roof has a two-tier brick cornice. No roof chimneys remain.

The second floor window openings have segmentally arched brick lintels with
solid wood tympanums. The attic story openings have flat wood lintels. All of
the sills are wood and all of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung
sash. The first floor window has been altered, with the original window replaced
by a small modern window, set in a slightly recessed area faced with wooden siding.
There is a modern flush door set beneath a single light transom. The house sits
on a low basement, the entrance being reached by one stone step. A small, squar
coal opening is located to the right of the steps.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is quite interesting as being an unusual use of the "half house" form

in a neighborhood of generally larger houses built for residential use.

The house

was built on the rear of the property belonging to 101 Warren Ave., and was always
a part of that property, probably serving as a rental unit for the owner of 101 Warren

Ave. See also under 101 Warren Ave.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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B-3252

903 Light Street
Block 0919 Lot 029
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3252 . 903 Light St.
M.E.H. '5/79

West and south elevations



