B-3256

B-3252 - B-3256 1845-1850
903-915 Light St. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

This side of the 900 block of Light St. was originally improved by a
row of two story plus attic, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, 905-909
Light St. having been built by Francis Kines and 911-915 Light St. having been
built by John S. Gittings, as part of his development of the southern section of
this block. Most of the houses now serve a mixed commercial/residential function
and 915 Light St. has been enlarged and remodeled and now is three stories in
height with a shed roof and bracketed cornice.
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

MAGI 0432562411

EINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON

- PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
915 Light St.

CITY, TOWN Balti CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
altimore —— VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT —PUBLIC ..X_.OCCUPIED —_AGRICULTURE —__MUSEUM
X BUILDINGI(S) _XPRIVATE —UNQOCCUPIED X COMMERCIAL __PARK
——STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL Z PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
— BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY __OTHER:
EJOWNER CF PROPERTY
NAME ' e !
Telephone #:
STREET & NUSABER i : ¥t - ernt
CITY. TOWN sTaTE , zlp code
___ VICINITY OF
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION —_—

COURTHOUSE. Folio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Records Office Room 601

STREET & NUMBER

Baltimore City Courthouse
CITY, TOWN STATE

Baltimore

Maryland 21202

DI REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ZORIGINAL SITE
X GOOD —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice
represents an enlargement of the original gable roofed house that was built
on this site in the late 1840's. The first floor has been converted into a
shop~-front, and covered with formstone.

The house is three stories in height, 16' wide, and occupies a lot 70' deep.
The house is located on the north-east corner of Light and Hamburg Streets and
extends back along Hamburg St. for six bays. There is also a two story high,
two bay deep rear addition. The house is constructed in running bond. The shed
roof is surmounted by a cornice of Italianate design, consisting of a deeply
projecting crown molding supported by a row of carved modillions, set above a’
row of quarter-round carvings and a row of incised dentils. Three long, carved
wooden brackets support the entire cornice and connect it to a lower molding strip
decorated with quarter-round carvings. The brick freize area thus formed was
punctuated by two scroll-sawed ventilating panels which are now covered with solid
wood panels. There is a double hooded chimney located along the south side of
the main house and a single chimney located at the south-east end of the rear a¢ :io

The second and third floor window openings have splayed brick lintels and wood
sills. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. On the
Hamburg St. facade there is an elaborate, projecting, three-sided bay window.

The sides of the bay have tall, vertical 1/1 sash set over a paneled dado; the
front of the bay has a pair of tall windows with 1/1 sash set over the same dado.
The windows are framed by reeded moldings and the whole bay is surmounted by a
projecting cornice consisting of a deep crown molding supported by nine carved
wooden brackets. (three per side). The first floor of the Light St. facade has
been converted into a shop-front with formstone facing. A glass and panel door is
located in the southernmost bay, flanked by two modern plate glass windows set

to the left. The entrance is reached by two brick steps.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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~¥J SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREMISTORIC — ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

—1400-1499 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —Law —SCIENCE

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —_ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —Music —_THEATER

X1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES ,rig, 1845-46/enl.1880's BUILDER/ARCHITECT  john §, Gittings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is representative of a fairly large number of houses that were originally
built in the 1840's and 1850's with gable roofs and simple brick cornices, but which
were remodeled after the Civil War in the currently fashionable Victorian style, with
the front roof gable being raised and rebuilt as a shed roof, and a modern bracketed

cornice added.

The house was built by John S. Gittings as part of his development of the
southern section of the block bounded by Light St. on the west, Hamburg St. on the
‘outh, William St. on the east, and Warren Ave. on the north. The original two story

“.plus attic house on the site was sold by Gittings to a trustee and it remained in
a trust estate, providing rental income for the beneficiary until 1880, when it was
sold to a Robert P. Ellis, who made the enlargements seen today.l

lpailtimore City Land Records, Liber FAP 881, Folio 169

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY o
ES1FORM PREPARED BY
NAMEY TELE Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORCANKPY?8nd Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles £l
STRETHSMP R c1e Rd. TELEPHONE
CITY %{Q TOWN STATE
uxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs- 1108
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Lnere |s acecuaia QoCumentaticn en
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Tners is insufZicient doccumentation 2 evaluate the propgerty acecuztely., The zpplicatien is missing
the foliowing items:

- . . ) i
Reasonazle silons, cescriSec beigw, have Seen mace I3 eataintmnis inisrmation, ‘Cogies of the

infcrmaiion rzcuests are encicsaz.

i

Ex nsive loss ci historic fastic Ozscurec or coveres eievaticon(s)
1

_Suzstantziz :eran ons aver time SMoves sropers
W etermi naticn cf listing Stzte reccmmencation inconsisient
for distric with NR dccumentation
for mqrucual pracerty Reccmmencation difierent than the
acplicant's reguest
Complete one section Delow as eppropriate
(1) L7 The progerty & i/or.:-.:u'es' “coes not contridute 19 the historic significance of this
L5 <istrics in: M/ /
L~ iccation Lén zn l/(:..n-z l/f-na::.-ials rkmanship_~fe=ling and asscciation
Sroperty s menticned in the NR coccumentanion in Section _— sage —.
(z Tor progerties lass than 50 yezrs oid:

tne nistoricai merits of tne distric: (tne periocs ana zreas of significance) are ceccumented in the
2 n £l than 50 years oid,

National Register nomination form or district cocumeniauon ¢

justifying tne carufication of tnis property's contrisutien,

___ine strong histsrical or arcnitectural merit of this property as cescribed in the Naticnal Register

neminaticn form or gistrict cocumentation on file jusiiiies its certification as centributing.
__tnere is insuiiicient justificaticn 1o consicer TNis property izyting to the cisirict on ne dasis

of its inaivicual architectural or hustorical merits or e signilicance of tne cistrict does not

exiend up 0 and including tne latest 50 year pericd.

Briefly explain how Stancard (3) appiies o0 this progerty's individual merits or its significance

in retationsnip 1o the significant qualities and cnaracrteristcs of tne cistrict.

-~

(3) For preliminary ceterminationss
A. The status of the nomination for the property/historic cisirict:
Nomination has alreaay besn submitted to State review dcars, anc if reviewed 5y ine soard,
nam.-ation will be forwarded to the NPS within a reasonasis zeriod of time. (Dralt nemination

is enc.zsed.)

NSmitzTien was suomitted 10 the NPS on .
—_Nomination will be suomitted to the State review 50arg witiin twelve montas.
____Ncmination process likely will be comzleteq within thirty mentas,

Zther; explain:

S. Evaluation of the property:
Propert is ingivicually eligible and meats National Register Criteria for Zvaluation
D'Dpe't}' is iocated witnin a patentidl registered aistrict that meets Natonal Register
Criteria for Evaluation
A B C D Exceptions:

(%) The property is located in a registered aistrict, is outsice tne perica(s) and/or area(s) of signifi-

cance as cocumented 1n the NR nomination ancs:
appears to contr:bute to Ne expanced significance of the zistrict.

nominatian Jocumentation. ) B -
does Aact acoear to contfipule 1O the period(s) and, of ar=afs) of significance of the district.

Enclosed is the revised



B-23S¢6

|[Carnaisre seciions caiow for adi frogerues: .
3 Descriprion of cisirict inciucing the perioa(s) and area(s) of significance as cescrizez in :nF_Ngt;onal
Register goCumentation or gecumentation on file (exceot for preuminary cetermination of indivigual
iisting). THE wWsioRic RPisTRicT O0F FTEDERAL HiLL CoONSISTS oF FEIECAL HILL PARKE Anp THE
HOSEs on THE STREEE FACING AND SWOPING AWAY Trom THE PARE T© THE WEST AND SouTh.
THE  HiLl 15 BOUNDED ON THE NORTH AnD BAST BY THE WARERFREONT. THE MAJoRIiry oF
HOUSES PATE Fro™ THE MID 705 LATE 177 OEATURY /7H A ScopilELNG OF EAL060
STEUCTUYRES, AU ARE OF BRICK CooNSTRUCTION WiTH THE ENTENSWVE JSE OF WwWHITE

MPRBLE TRim. AMOST ARE ATTACHED RLowWHOUSES oOF TWO OR THREE ST7TORIES , AFFROY.
1S FEET IN uwWidbTh . DoRMEL WINDOwWS ARE —oMNMON oON THE oLDbEL HOUSES AND FROVIDE
N RooFELINE WITHIN A BLECKE . W/ITH 7HE BExXC=FTION OF THOSE

e T s e s -

FhC/ = AL THESE HAUSES ARE MIDEST na.,aa(s) of siznificance: /977 CEn7T Seciicn , caze .

L ITH LITTE Exmﬁfo/e DN ey T TR - Perica(s) of signilicance: /7__CFAT. QB ey
TOUTH LIGHT SIREET IS ATHEEE TSBRY BRick

Cescripicn of tne propserty SCCuUmMSNting current condition. g __ e ke o T .
STRUCTURE , TWO BAYS WIDE WITH A STOREFROMT EXITTING AT THE FIRST LEVEL . THE
SEconD AND THIRD LEVELS congisT oF EVENLY SPACED | oveR | Wiubews . THE THIRD wTrey
IS ToOPPED BY A VWEACKETED WoaD coBNICE . AN ORIEL wiubaud EXISTE pon THE Sod7rw
FACADE AT THE SEcoMND LEVEC., THE NTERIOL —oNSISTS o RETAHIL. BPACE A THE
EIEST \HeooRk wiTH AN ADDITIONAL THEES WooMs T THE REAR. = UPPER FLOORS ARE WV
Ao STRIEHKF CL =siDE FARWRL  Prrar. Mﬁwy Oty Mstt.  FEATUCES ExIST THEIUGH U7 7HE= HOUs &=
AND  MOS7T ALE  SALURGAELE .
Retzins suilicient integnityl -V es NG THIS STRUCTURE IS SIGNIFICANT T& THE DISTRICT +w
S:,a.tarnen: :u_:'_s'ign':iicz..cg Cine progenty  gogT 4T RELLESEATS 7T MANY SOomMELCIAL
RESIDENTIAL OFELCHTIONS S Tyvrpiosc O THE ALEH. L7 SRATRIBIIIES  THROUGH
ITS BeOMINEN) PLACE M THE STRESTSOARPE DESIGN AATERIACS, WORLAHN S 1P
AND TIE ﬁEM/}JA//Mf' AASTORIC  PARO/C  FAudD o s THE /UTECIO2,

ien for the above-named property has been reviewed by Ap/sunges D4 a
ily qualified architect, architectural historian, or nistorian on my siwaif. /
is included within the bouncaries of a registered historic district, contricutes

icance of the district, and is a "certified historic structure” for the purgose of
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renabiiitzticn.
The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district, contributes
ioric structure™ for a chzaritabie
cance witn the Tax Treztment Extensicn Act of

a
to the siznificance of the cistrict, and is a "certified his
contrizution for canservation purpesed in accorcan

1380.
The property cces not contridute to the significance cf the above-named district.
The property agpears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely

be nominated.
Tne progerty coes not appear to meet the Naticnal Register Criteria for Evaiuaticn and will
not be ncminated.
Tne property =ppears to contribute to the significance of as
potential historic district which appears to meet the National Register Criteria
ror Zvaluation and wiil likely be nominated,
registered historic district but is outsige tne period(s) and arez(s) of significance
as cocumented in the National Register nomination or district documentaticn on file
with the NPS. Revised nomination or district documentation is enclosed.
The property should be denied a preliminary cetermination that it could qualiiy as
e ceriified historic structure,
Insuilicient documentaticn has been provic

oo

25 10 evaluate the sirucsure.

Detailed NPS review recommended Precedent setting case Ferwarded without recommendation

Date: /"7"/7 State Official Signature:
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Ruav. 3/52 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE o
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION
PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE
NPS Office Uss Only
Project Number:

instructions: Resd the instructions carefully before completing application. No certification will be made unless a complated application torm has

been recaived. Use typewriter of print clearly in black ink. If additional spaca is needed, use continuation sheets or atmach blank shesti

PR

—

1. Nama of property: S N
915 3. Light Street

Address of property:

City “altimore ___ County na ___Sum ¥ Zip Code —_———
federsl dill

Name of historic district:

[ National Register district 0 certified state or local district [ potentis! historic district

2. Check nature of requast:
[] certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purposs ot rehabilitation.
[0 centification that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes
the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.

[ certification that the building does not contributs 10 the significance of the above-named district.
] preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register.
] preliminary dstermination thata building located within a potential historic district contributes to tha significance of the district.
[ preliminary determination that a building outside the period or ares af significance contributes to the significance of the district.

3, Authorized project contact:
comsnltont

Name tth B, Wagears Tite

Street 17210 vhiteley id. | ciry R

State i v Zip 21111 Telephone Number (during day): ANy 4o _oenn =
4. Owner: '

Name I Iaripansghine

Street 14333 Laurel Pouvie id, City 20708 -

State X Zip 2111) Telephone Number (during day): 301 0420178

| hereby attest that the information | have provided is, t0 the best of my knowledge, correct, and that | own the above-named property.

Owner’s Signature ___-/gj/hq’ Z //f/ //Z/}z‘ “’7 Date //(_’ z_);A:/ § e

Social Security Number or Taxpayer identification Number" z

NPS Office Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the “Historic Pressrvation Certification Application — Part 1" for tha above-named propefrty and hereby di
mines that the property:

[0 contributes to the significance of the sbove-named district and is a “"certified histaric structure” for the purpoie of rehabilitation.

[0 contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is 8 “'certified historic structure’” tor a charitable contribution for conservation §
poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980.

[ does not contribute 10 the significance of the above-named district.

Preliminary Daterminstions:

O sppears to mest the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in tha National Register of Historic Places if nominared b

State Historic Presarvation Officer according to tha procedures set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

[0 does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register.

[ appears to contribute 10 tha significanca of a potential historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register ot Historic Places if
nominsted by the Statas Historic Preservation Qfficer. :

O appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the
National Register nomination or district documentation o0 fila with the NPS.

] does not appear 10 qualify as a certified historic structure.



B-3aS6

s - . HISTORIC PRESERVATION NPS Office Use Only
oY CERTIFICATION APPLICATION=
915 S. Light Street PART 1

Property Address

K%V Parinership

Owner Name/Social Security of Taxpayer D Number

5. Description of physical appesrancs:

Located =t the end of & row of smaller houses, 915, with its three t211 thin storeys

holds a position of prominence on busy Light street. The front facade is briek

with the first floor only recently relieved of its formstone. =rick infiTl exists

on the first level front and south side where there had been =2 19th century storefront.
The front is now non-original eluminium windows &nd door with added brick stps.

The second and third storeys hold evenly spaced symmetrical one over one wooden
windows with bracketed wooden cornice, three brackets and ten evenly sp2ced modilliens,
One the south fezcede et the second level is 2n oriel window with four one/one lishts
and inset panels below each window. “elow the small cornice and a2t the npper side of
ezch light is 2 small matchine brecket. This window is in poor comition. The rest of
the side 2nd resr ereas are vented by =2 variely of windows and tvo doors »nd one
gerage door. The buildine is now psinted cream 2nd mzroon,

Dats of Construction: ___pre-1847 Suves 5f Dates Feale Miseum

Date(s) of Alteration(s): caracg oldad st unknown time

Has building been moved? [ yes D’-no. If so, when?

Statement of significancs:
Zy 1847 Zobert Sincleir end Co. was listed in the city directories s#s having »
dwelling and azricultural implements esteblishment in this spot. The Sincleir
establishment seemed to6 prosper ( ecoing by the incressingly izrger end more X
211l emcompassing ads in the directory. The buildine was listed 2s 2 speci=l by
the Sanborn insurance compzny meps, whrich mesnt that there wes some sort of
dangerous operstion on the site. This turned out to be some sort of boiler
operation, probably used in conjunction with the impleiment makine.

During these years the use was also for a dwelling 21lthough 2 commercisl or
storefront operation continued ‘on the first floor. Seeds were 2dded to the retail
sails and 2long with Licht Street in general, the Sinclair opeetion prew, The
whole tone of Lirht Street in these neighborine blocks coentinued to be one

of commerce 2nd living units and 215 was typical of the sort of combinstion
typiczl of the Federal 4ill district.

7-Photoy:plu and maps,

Attach photographs and maps to application, ’

—

Continuation sheets steached: [ yes [ no
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March 1986
915 Light Street
Baltimore, Marvland

K& M Partnershay, Ine.

EXTERTOR

Front elevation looking Fast
Side elevation looking North

INTERTOR ~ FIRST FLOOR

“ront roan lookdng West at store window
'ront roan lodking Fast at staircase
Kear room looking West

Renar roan looldng Fast

TNCERIOR ~ SECOND FLOOR

Front roan looking West

Hall looling Last

Middle roam lookding South at Bay
Middle room lodicing West

Middle room looking Fast

fiall locking North

Front roam looking North

Rear roam looking South

Rear room locking Fast

Newr room looking North

INTERIOR — THIRD FLOOR

front roan looking West
Front roow loolding South
Front room looking East
Stair landing looking South
Stair landing lookding North
Rear room looking South
flear roam looking East

INTERIOR — BASEMENT

Foot of stairs looking West
toot of stairs looking Fast

2-3356
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B-3256

915 Light Street
Block 0919 Lot 023
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3256 - 915 Light St.
M.E.H. 5/79

West elevation



