
B-3271 

B-3264 - B-3271 1845-1850 
129-101 Warren Ave. (South side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private and semi-public access 

This side of Warren Ave. is improved by pairs of two story plus attic, two 
bay wide brick houses with gable roofs similar to the nearby rows of such houses 
located to the south along William, Light, and Hamburg Streets. The houses were 
built by Sophia Read and John S. Gittings. 101 and 103 Warren Ave. have been 
enlarged and remodeled and are now three stories in height with shed roofs and 
bracketed cornices. The first floor area of 101 Warren Ave. currently serves 
as a dry cleaner's. At 115 Warren Ave. is the Lee St. Memorial Baptist church, 
with a 1913 Art-Deco facade added to an earlier church building with high gable 
roof running perpendicular to Warren Ave. The church is notable for its stained 
glass windows, set in both the front, brown-brick Art-Deco facade, and in the 
rear, older facade-that can be seen from Compton St. ''-
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This three story, two bay brick building with shed roof probably represents 
an enlargement of the original gable roofed house built on this site in the 
1840's. The first floor area has been converted into a store-front. 

The house is three stories in height, 18' wide, and occupies a lot 80' deep. 
The house occupies the south-east corner of Light St. and Warren Ave. and 
extends back on Light St. for four bays with a three story high, three bay deep 
rear addition. The house is constructed in running bond. There is a hooded 
chimney located at the south-east end of the rear addition. The shed roof is capped 
by a cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding supported by a row 
of modillions bordered by a molding strip. Grooved end brackets support the entire 
cornice and connect it to a brick lower molding strip, thus forming a brick freize 
area which is painted to look like part of the cornice. 

The second and third floor window openings have segmentally arched lintels 
with scroll-sawed tympanums. The sills are wood. All of the window openings have 
1/1 double hung sash. The first floor has been converted into a Cleaners & Tail ;, 
with a modern door set at the corner, diagonally to the facades of the building. 
The door is flanked by two plate-glass shop windows, set on wooden bases. The 
area between the door and the shop windows is marked by vertical wooden panels with 
grooved decorations. In the easternmost bay of the Warren Ave. facade a modern 
flush door set beneath a single light transom leads to the apartment on the upper 
floors. A modern projecting metal cornice with the name of the shop on it, extends 
around both sides of the shop facade. 
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This house may represent an enlargement of an original two story plus attic, or 
similar, type of house built on this site before 1850. Or, the house may have been the 
first on the site, built by Meeth after the Civil War (he acquired the property in 1857), 
It undoubtedly always served primarily as a residence, and not as a combined commercial/ 
residential structure as it does now. 

"'"Baltimore City Land Records, Liber ED 131, Folio 404 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Baltimore City 
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