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B-3287 - B-3298 1845-1900 
1044-1000 S. Charles St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private and semi-public access 

The houses that were originally built along this side of S. Charles St. in 
the late 1840's were built either as two story plus attic, two bay wide brick 
houses, or three story, two bay wide brick houses, both with gable roofs. Most 
served a combination residential/commercial function. A number of these original 
houses have survived in close to their original exterior form, but many were 
remodeled after the Civil War and now have shed roofs and bracketed cornices. 
1026 S. Charles St. is particularly noteworthy for its surviving Victorian-style 
shopfront with cast iron corner columns. The original group of gable-roofed houses 
that stood at 1000-1010 S. Charles St. was replaced in 1900 by a large three story, 
five bay wide,brown brick department store with Classical Revival details (Wessel's 
Department store) which now serves as a supermarket. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice 
represents a remodeling of the original gable roofed house built on this site 
in the 1840's and which formed part of a group of such houses extending along 
this side of Charles St. The first floor area has been converted into a store­
front . 

The house is three stories in height, 15' wide, and occupies a lot 84' deep. 
The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a stamped 
sheet metal cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding set above 
a row of dentils and a molding strip. Three plain brackets connect the cornice 
to a lower molding strip. The two end brackets terminate at their upper edges 
in plain, rounded "anthemions." 

The second and third floor windows have common arch lintels with scroll-
sawed tympanums. The sills are brick headers. All of the window openings are 
filled with 1/1 double hung sash. The first floor area has been converted into 
a store-front. There is a central glass and panel door set beneath a single"litfht 
transom, recessed several feet beyond the facade, and flanked by two two-sided 
plate glass shop windows set on wooden bases. A wooden cornice extends across 
the entire store-front area. It consists of a deeply projecting crown molding 
set above a row of dentils and supported by four small brackets which connect 
it to a lower freize bordered on its upper edge by another row of dentils. The 
entrance is reached directly from the sidewalk. An arched alleyway runs between 
1016 and 1018 Charles St. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1842-1850 BUILDER/ARCHITECT LudwigEhlers 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

See under 1028-1030 S. Charles St. 

This house was built by Ludwig Ehlers who also built the house adjoining to the 
north, 1018 S. Charles St. Like many houses in the area the original gable roof has 
been remodeled to resemble a shed roof and a fashionable bracketed cornice added sometime 
after the Civil War. The first owner-occupant of this house was a Charles Witty, who 
operated a tailoring shop at this location in the 1850's and 1860's.l 

'"Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 325, Fo l io 72; AWB 462, Fol io 408; 
Balt imore City Di rec to ry , 1853-54, 1860 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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1016 S.Charles Street 
Block 0933 Lot 004 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3295 1016 S. Charles St. 
-M.E.H. 5/79 -
East elevation 


