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B-3485 - B-3487 1855-1899 
108-112 E. West St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Semi-public access 

The north side of the 100 block of E. West St. is occupied exclusively 
by the Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church and its subsidiary buildings. The 
large Gothic Revival style red brick church building, with its imposing east 
end apse and tower, was built in the late 1850's for the increasingly large 
German Catholic population in the community. The church building is located 
at 108 E. West St. To the east, at 110 E. West St. is the three story, five 
bay wide brick parish office, with shed roof and deep, paneled wooden cornice. 
This simple, Classical Revival structure was built in the early 1870's to 
serve as a school operated by the church. At 112 E. West St. is the Carruthers 
building, now the Allen Center for Senior Citizens, an imposing three story, 
five bay wide brown brick building with shed roof and elaborate Classical 
Revival stone trim, including a simulated brick "rusticated" basement, full-
height arched bays, and a wide arched entranceway. The building was constructed 
in the 1890's. 
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This three story, five bay wide brick building with flat roof was built in 1899 
to serve as the Carruthers Center for the Holy Cross Church complex. The building 
now serves as the Allen Center for Senior Citizens. 

The building is three stories in height, five bays wide, and extends back on its 
lot about 120'. The building is constructed in brown brick laid in running bond. The 
flat roof is capped by a plain wooden cornice set above a freize area decorated with 
patterned brickwork. The facade is designed in a Renaissance Revival style, with 
arched upper stories set on a high rusticated basement that comprises the entire first 
floor level. The facade is divided into five bays, each marked by a tall round arch 
springing from brick piers with Doric capitals decorated with egg-and-dart moldings. 
The central bay projects slightly. Between he window areas of the second and third 
floors each bay has a recessed brick panel. The rusticated basement is constructed 
of brickwork laid in horizontal bands to give the effect of cut stone and the tall 
first floor window lintels are likewise designed to approximate the effect of stone 
lintels. 

The original treatment of the third floor, arched windows has been obscured by 
a modern in-fill which consists of a pair of double hung 1/1 sash set beneath a 
fixed pane cut to fit the arch. These sash have all been painted. The second and third 
floor window openings have been filled with small-scale glass blocks. The second floor 
windows have rustic stone lintels and sills. The first floor windows have stylized 
splayed brick lintels of vertically laid stretchers designed to give the effect of 
a stone lintel with a keystone. The sills-are rustic stone and connect to a rustic 
stone band that runs across the entire facade at this level. 

The entire building sits on a high stone basement with two rectangular basement 
windows set on either side of the entrance. There is an elaborate stone entryway 
consisting of a tall pediment filled with a carved sunburst design with a large stone 
cross at the peak of the gable and a freize area below with the words "The Carruthers 
Center" inscribed in gold. The pediment is supported by two Doric piers with a band 
of egg-and-dart decoration on the capitals. These flank a round arched entryway with 
keystone which frames the modernized doorway. Both piers and entryway are set on tall 
stone bases. Beyond the archway there is modern double glass and aluminum door set 
beneath a deep arched transom area which has been filled with a wooden panel. The 
entrance is reached by ten wide stone steps. Along the William St. facade of the 
building the original segmentally arched windows, filled with 1/1 double hung sash with 
a" solid iwopd tympanum abaveV"survive.~ The third floor windows have round arched lintels 
but are filled with opaque panes as are the windows on the main facade at that level. 
The decorative facade treatment extends back along the William St. facade for the 
depth of one bay. 
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Holy Cross Church is extremely important to the Federal Hill/South Baltimore 
area as being the first church constructed in the area for the growing German Catholic 
population, composed mainly of quite recent immigrants. For many years after its 
opening services were conducted in German and the church has always played an 
important part in the life of the German community of the area. In 1881 a parochial 
school adjoining the church was opened which closed only recently. The area to the 
rear of the school building has long served the neighborhood as a playground. At 
the present time the Allen Center for Senior Citizens is located in the former 
Carruthers Center of the church, and plays an important role in the life of the 
elderly residents of the community, both Catholic and non~Catholic.alike. 
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Allen Center for Senior Citizens 
112 E. West Street 
Block 0951 LotCO0951 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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-M.E.H. 6/79 
South and east elevations 


