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B-3518 - B-3525 c.1842-1860 3
1142- 1100 Battery Ave. (West side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The west side of the 1100 block of Battery Ave. is improved with two
distinct groups of houses, all of which, however, were built before the Civil
War. At 1134-1142 Battery Ave. and at 1126-1132 Battery Ave. there are groups
of three story, two bay wide, gable-roofed brick - .houses built in the late 1850's.
At 1110-1116 and 1118-1124 Battery Ave. there are two groups of two story plus
attic, two bay wide brick houses built by William Webb, a local house carpenter,
in 1850. Of this group, 1112 Battery. Ave. has since been enlarged to a full
three stories in height but still retains its original gable roof. '1106-1108
Battery Ave. is a pair of three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed
roof, but no existing roof cornice, built about 1855 with an original gable roof.
Finally, at 1100-1104 Battery Ave. there is a group of two story plus attic, two

.bay wide brick houses, built in the early 1840's.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This group of four two story plus attic brick houses with gable roofs were
built as a unit in 1850 by the same builder who constructed the adjoining row
at 1110-1116 Battery Ave. and a row of eight houses along Durst Alley immediately
to the rear of these houses. All of the houses have been covered with formstone.

The houses are two and a half stories in height, 11'8" wide, and occupy
lots 46' deep. The houses are probably constructed in running bond but their
facades have been covered with formstone. Each house is two rooms deep and
originally had a one story high, two bay deep rear addition. Today, 1118 Battery
has an extra two bay addition; 1120 has a second story added to the original
addition plus a later one story high, two bay deep addition; and 1122 has a modern,
one story high, two bay deep addition. 1118 Battery has a single rectangular
chimney located along the north side of the roof at the peak of the gable;
1120 and 1122 Battery share paired single covered chimneys located along the
partition wall between the two houses; and 1124 Battery has a single covered
chimney located along the south side of the roof at the peak of the gable.
Each house has a rear end chimney located at the west end of the original rear
addition. The low-pitched gable roof has a continuous, two-tier brick cornice.

Although the original treatment of the door and window lintels and sills
has been hidden by the formstone covering, it is apparent that the first and
second floor openings had segmentally arched brick lintels with solid wood
tympanums, and that the attic story windows had flat lintels. The sills are
currently brick header sills but these may be contemporary with the formstone
covering. All of the window openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash.

1118 and 1120 Battery Ave. has Mission-style doors; 1122 and 1124 Battery have
modern flush doors with fanlights in the door. All of the houses have single
light transoms filled with stained glass. The houses sit on very low basements,
the entrances being reached directly from the sidewalk. Each house has a

coal opening with metal cover located in the sidewalk directly beneath the first
floor window.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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~SPECIFIC DATES 1850-51 BUILDER/ARCHITECT William Webb for James CG. Hamner

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This row of houses is representative of a large group of such houses built in
the 1840's andl1850's in the Federal Hill area to accomodate the growing labor force
centered around the Baltimore waterfront. Although showing possible stylistic
influences from Greek Revival style buildings in Baltimore constructed in the 1820's
and 1830's (in the proportions of the attic windows and the chaste exterior details),
the outstanding feature of these houses is their extreme simplicity of design and
detailing. They are practical adaptations of a current mode of building, designed to
meet the need for efficient, low-cost housing for a growing working class community.
The floor plan is essentially the same as that of the two story with dormer windows
ype of house which generally preceded this type chronologically--the two main floors
having both a front and back room separated by an enclosed, narrow, and tightly winding
staircase. The kitchens were located in a one story high rear addition. The increase
in the height of the third story (from a dormer story to an attic story) allowed the
third story to be divided into two separate rooms, in place of the one open room usual
with the dormer-storied houses, thus providing welcome additional, private living space.

These houses, and the adjoining four houses to the north, were built by William
Webb, a carpenter whose shop was on Holliday St. for the Rev. James G. Hamner, the
pastor of the Fifth Presbyterian Church and who lived on Sharp St. Hamner executed an
explicit building contract to Webb in which he leased him the land on which the houses
stand, with Webb agreeing to erect on the lots at his own expense '"brick dwelling houses
of the following descriptions and dimensions, to wit: each house to front on Washington
St. 11'7" and to have a depth not less than 24', to be two stories and an attic story
in height and each to have a one story back building for a kitchen, the lot attached
to each house to extend back 82' to a 17' alley." Webb was to begin the houses by Dec.
10, 1850 and to have finished them, 'with all the necessary brick foot paving, fencing,
and outhouses" by June, 1851. Hamner further agreed to loan Webb the sum of $300/ :
house to aid him in his construction, in this manner:'"$75 on each house when the joists
for the second floor have been laid; $75 when roofed in; $75 when the floors are laid;
and $75 when completely finished and ready to be tenanted." l

1paltimore City Land Records, Liber AWB 446, Folio 490; ED 58, Folio 413; Baltimore City
Directory, 1851

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 11 ' 3“ x—46 1 eacn

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY- BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY o
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 5/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs- 1108
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1118-1124 Battery Avenue
Block 0952 Lots 013-010

Baltimore City

GIS data Courtesy of i
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3521 1118-1124 Battery Ave.
-~ M.E.H. 5/79
East elevation



