
UNITED STAtES D E P A R T M E N T OF THe INT E'RIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MAGI# 0 4 3 7 6 7 2 5 0 4 Washmylon D C . 20240 B-3767 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION-PART 1 

I n i t r u c l l o n r Applicant should read the instructions Caiolully hcluio completing application No certif ication may be made unless a competed 
appl ic i l ion form has bven lecvived Use typewriter or pi ml dually m dork ink lo complete the application lonn II addilmnal space u nvodud to 
complete Pait 1 uso the levorse side or a separate plain slit-Hi of paper cleatly indicat.mj the owner's name and mailing uddioss Part 1 of fh.s 
appltcjt .on may be completed and sent lo Ihe appropriate Stale Historic Preservation Olhcer at anytime during the year. 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
FRANKLIN SQUARE: 1500 Block West F a y e t t e S t r e e t 

\. Name ol properly: 
1517 West Fayette Street 

Addicss ol pioperly: 
MD 2 1 2 2 3 

City _ M l S 2 5 ! 2 I £ . . County S < a t e — _ Zip Code 
Name olh.slo.ic d.sUicMn which property is located; F r a n k H n S q u a r e Historic Dij^ict 

Check here I I requeit I t lor: 
D ceil i l icalion (structuie contr ibutes to significance o f Ihe district) 
O decertification (structure does not contribute to significance o l the district) 
D easement qualification (lor donat ion ol easement on structure or land lor conservation purposes) . 

2. Description o l Physical Appearance: 
(see instructions for map and photograph requirements-use revorse side II necessary} 

See Attached Sheets. 

3. Statement o l Significance: 
(use reverse side il necessary) 

See Attached S h e e t s . 

Dale ol construction (il known): 1 8 5 8 • Original site- D Moved D Date ol alterations (II known): 

4. N a m * and Mailing Addre»» o l O w n e r : 

N e m e Mr. O t i s W a r r e n , West F a y e t t e L i m i t e d P a r t n e r s h i p 

Sweet / ^ n n A l s t o n D r i v e . B a l t i m o r e , MP 21229 _ _ 

Cl ,y B a l t i m o r e s , B t e MP Zip Code JU221 

Telephone number (during day): Area Code ( 3 0 1 ) 9 4 5 - 4 2 ^ _ mm ' 
PREPARED BY: Barbara Hof f , Da lsa re r , Catsen and Associates, I n c T T S T W i t e r S t . , B a l . t m o r e , m ZT2TJ2 ( 3 o i ) 8 3 7 - 3 6 9 1 

I hereby attest that ihe information 1 have provided is to Ihe best ol my knowledge, correct, and that I amowner olthe property described above 

Signature Date 

Social Srci inly Number or Taxpayer Identif ication Number 

For ollice use only 

The structure described above is included within the boundaries ol a Registered Historic District and E contr ibutes D does not contribute to 
Ihe character o l the district 

Thestructure D appears O does not appear to meet Nat ional Register Criteria tor Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6) and O will likely D w i l l n o t b e 
nominated lo the National Register in accord with Ihe Department ol the Interior proceduies (36 C R F 60 ) . 

The structure is located in a district which D appears D does not appear lo meet Nat ional Register Cri ter ia lor Evaluation (36 CFR 6 0 6) and 
r -ill likely D will not be nominated to the Nat ional Register in accord with Depa i iment of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60) , 

D appears D does not appear to contribute to the character ol said district or O will likely Q will not be recommended lor 
certification as substantially meet ing Nat ional Register criteria. "7 stsf S //^/ 

Signa, Date 
Slate Historic Preservation Officer 

olh.slo.ic


HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION—PART I B-3767 

.NameVaddresa of Property: 1517 W e s t Fayette Street, Baltimore, MP 21223 

Name/address of Owm*r: Mr. Otis Warren, West Fayette Limited Partnership 

4300 Gelston Drive, Baltimore, MP 21229 Telephone: (301)945-4200 

Prepared by: Barbara Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc. 

121 Water Street. Baltimore, .MP 21202 Tel e phone : (301 )837-3691 

DESCRIPTION OP PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This is an Italianate style rowhouse which illustrates the typical 
age, type, and architecture of residences within the Franklin Square Historic 
District. It is built of masonry and consists of a three story tall, three 
bay wide main building and a two story tall, two bay wide back building. 
The basic plan of the main and back buildings is rectangular, and they have 
shed roofs. 

The building is constructed over a raised basement with a marble veneer 
and marble steps on the facade. The flat facade consists of painted, pressed 
brick in running bond. All of the window openings shorten at each floor 
level; they contain wood bullnose frames, and they had multi-light, wood, 
double hung sashes. The existing door is wooden, and the entry has 
wood frames and wood transoms. At the roofline there is a large, ornate 
wooden cornice which has modillions and dentils. 

The interior consists of a typical Italianate plan with a single large 
room on the first floor of the main building and two rooms on the second 
and third floors above, an well as on both floors of the back building. 
Halls are located on the sides of the building, as is the staircase. Many 
of these spaces have been subdivided over time. The condition of the interior, 
prior to the required dismantling (see Part II, Project Summary).was extremely 
deteriorated due to lack of maintenance, aging of the materials, structural 
defects, and exposure to the elements. 



B-3767 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION—PART I Page 2 
Name/address of P r o p e r t y : 1S17 West F a y e t t e S t r e e t ^ B a l t i m o r e , MP 21223 
Name/address of Owner: Mr. O t i s Warren. West F a y e t t e Limi ted P a r t n e r s h i p 

4300 Gelston Dr ive . Ba l t imore . MP 2 1229 Te lephone: (301)945-4200 

Prepared by: Barbara Hoff. Dalsemer. Catzen and A s s o c i a t e s . I n c . 

121 Water S U f - . . B a l t i m o r e . MP 21202 Te lephone: (301)837-3691 

STATEMENT OF'SIGNIFICANCE 

This b u i l d i n p i s s i g n i f i c a n t to the F r a n k l i n Square H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t because i t i l l u s t r a t e s the t y p i c a l s t y l e and c h a r a c t e r of rowhouses 
in t h i s r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t . The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e d i s t r i c t in gene ra l 
l i e s ^ j n the q u a l i t y , volume, and i n t e g r i t y of s i m i l a r h o u s e s , which remain 
t oday ' a s an e x c e l l e n t example of a mid to l a t e 19th c e n t u r y ne ighborhood . 
Because the F r a n k l i n Square d i s t r i c t was b u i l t from c .1845 to c . 1 8 7 5 , the 
housing i s almost e x c l u s i v e l y I t a l i a n a t e , the p r e v a i l i n g s t y l e of r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e in Ba l t imore dur ing those y e a r s . The d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
of the s t y l e inc lude f l a t shed r o o f s , l a r g e o r n a t e c o r n i c e s , v e r t i c a l p r o p o r t i o n s , 
f l a t b r i ck facades ,and — among the more expensive houses — o rnamen ta t i on 
of facade open ings , r a i s e d basements wi th marble or brownstone v e n e e r s , 
three s t o r y he igh t and t h r e e bay wid th . The d i s t r i c t i n c l u d e s e x c e l l e n t 
examples of this rowhouse s t y l e , ranging from expens ive h igh s t y l e de s i gns 
b u i l t around F r a n k l i n Square park , to i n e x p e n s i v e , v e r n a c u l a r s t r u c t u r e s 
b u i l t a long the a l l e y s . 

The d i s t r i c t grew as one of B a l t i m o r e ' s f i r s t s u b u r b s . N ine t een th 
century s u b u r b i n a z a t i o n of the c i t y began in response to a number of changes 
taking p lace s imu l t aneous ly within the ci ty: the rap id . i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n and 
commerc ia l iza t ion of the h e r e t o f o r e r e s i d e n t i a l c i t y c e n t e r , the i n f l u x 
of immigrant* seek ing inexpensive housing near these new i n d u s t r i e s and 
businesses; the e s t a b l ishment of the omnibus in 1844 and the horse -drawn t r o l l e y 
in 1859, and the c r e a t i o n of suburban parks ( F r a n k l i n Square was the second 
one, c r e a t e d in 1839) . These events produced an u n d e s i r a b l e l i v i n g environment 
in the urban c o r e , and an a c c e s s i b l e , d e s i r a b l e l i v i n g envi ronment on the 
o u t s k i r t s of the c i t y . Those who could af ford to then l e f t the inne r c i t y 
for the new suburban developments . 

This rowhouse c o n t r i b u t e s to t h i s d i s t r i c t as a t y p i c a l 
example of the m i d d l e - c l a s s I t a l i a n a t e houses . The f l a t f a c a d e , v e r t i c a l 
p r o p o r t i o n s , shed roof and ornamenta t ion epi tomize the d i s t i n g u i s h i n g e lements 
of t h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e . The rowhouse l i e s on land which comprised 
a par t of 30 ac res in West Balt imore which Samuel and James Canby of Wilming­
ton , Delaware purchased in the l a t e 1830 's for fu tu re h o u s i n g deve lopment . 
In 1839 the b r o t h e r s donated a square of land to the c i t y for use as a pa rk , 
which became F r a n k l i n Square , and began l e a s i n g su r round ing l o t s to b u i l d e r s 
for c o n s t r u c t i o n . In 1858, James Bromwell, a c a r p e n t e r and c o n t r a c t o r , wi th 
Kesler and Hays, b r i c k l a y e r s , began c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 18 d w e l l i n g row on 
the south s ide of the 1500 block of F a y e t t e S t r e e t . A contemporary d e s c r i p t i o n 
from the Sun s a i d : 

The bu i ld ings w i l l be uniform, t h ree s t o r i e s in h e i g h t wi th 30 f t . 
depth of main b u i l d i n g , and a mean depth of 61 f t . Of the 18 h o u s e s , 
10 are 19 f t . , and 8 a r e 18 f t . f r o n t . A p a r l o r , d i n i n g room, and 
k i t c h e n , w i l l occupy the f i r s t f l o o r , wi th a c e l l a r b e n e a t h . 



B-3767 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION - PART I - continued. Page 3 

" Name/address of Properly: 1517 West Fayette Street. Baltimore. Maryland 71771 

STATEHENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The b u i l d i n g s h a v e r e m a i n e d r e s i d e n c e s s i n c e t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n , w i t h 
t h e e x c e p t i o n of 1 5 3 5 , which was c o n v e r t e d i n t o a s t o r e i n t h e l a t e 1 9 t h 
o r any t ime i n t h e 2 0 t h c e n t u r y . A f t e r 1930 , t h e b u i l d i n g p r o b a b l y h o u s e d 
t e n a n t s , a s d i d a l m o s t a l l of t h e d i s t r i c t h o u s e s due t o a ^ r e a t i n f l u x of 
poor b l a c k s and S o u t h e r n w h i t e s . Prior to the dismantlin«,(see Pnrt I I , Project Surrmary), 
the hoilriinp, s t i l l re ta ins i t s or iginal se t t ing and location, as well as the majority, 
of i t s e x t e r i o r d e s i g n , m a t e r i a l s , and w o r k m a n s h i p . T h o s e f e a t u r e s wh ich 
have been changed on t h e f a c a d e w i l l be r e s t o r e d d u r i n g t h e r e a s s e m b l y and 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . -





B-3767 
1517 W.Fayette Street 
Block 196 Lot 009 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore West Quad. 


