
Emerson BroIUo-Sel tzer Tower Building 

Risi!!.§: 357 ft;et above t he c .,,:..-, .. ar of .Eutaw ani l v:nba rd Str eets . the 

15- story Bromo- Seltzer !ewer :auUding , with its great steel "tottle, shin-

i ng blue in the su11light, illUILina ted at r.tght , was the fulfillm ent of 

Captain Isa.Ac E. Emerson ' s ber.-2lst to the arcr1i tect, Joseph Evans Sperry 

to desig:.1 his r..ew plant in 1911 to include a tower similar to tl:..a Pa-

l azzo Vecchio ~·ower he had SHJl in i1orence, Italy. 

I n t ne 1930s, ~he Towt.r lo~ t its stn.tus as the talle.st builidi.ng in 

Baltir;ore . Then , toe, t he bottle- v::ls r emoved a!..d. t !:c tvp crenel lated. 

The City of &l timore a cquired the plant in 1967, :..·a zed tl:..a building 

a r ound the Tow€~ to build a combiriati .m iire statioll ;,na. cor:unercia l 

structurr .. 

Ttx 'Bromo-Seltze.r '.rower still contains tnc ~a. rgest four-0.ial grav-t. ity clock in the world (larger than Big Jlen in Louton }. vitu face• 24 

feet i n ciameter. Though tt.e bottle is no longer a beacon for shi~s 

coming i nto Baltimore Harbor , this ~ower is a notabl e land.marK travel- · 

l e r s entering the City from tee southwest s~~ frcn afar . 
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ocscR.BE""'THi: P R C S E:NT ANO O R I G I NAL ( i i Jcno w;;) PH YSIC A L A PP EARANCE -- _ _ __, 

The Emerson Brome- Seltze r Tower , designe d by Jos e ph Evans Sperr 
and built in 1911 , is unique in Baltimore b e cause it was in
spired by the Paiazzo Vecchio in Florence , Italy , and because 
its height of f iftee n stor i e s ma de it the tallest building in 
Baltimore until the 1930 ' s . As such , it became a visual land
mark for several g e nerations of Baltimoreans as well as a 
symbol of the city to othe r Ame ricans . 

In style , it is Romanesque , cons t r ucted of yellow brick with 
stone trim. It is toppe d with projecting brackets which sup
port an octagonal crenellated tower . Just below the bracketing 
is the clock , reputed to be the largest four dial gravity clock 
i n the world , with faces twenty-four feet in diameter . Beneath 
the clock, on each side , is a stone balcony supported by brack
ets which form arches over the four windows. Continuing down 
the facades; there are f our window bays of rect angular windows 
wi th flat arched lintels and stone sills . Above the second 
floo r , there is another stone balcony with four swag decoration 
Unti l · 1936 , the building was crowne d with a giant revolving 
Bromo-Seltzer Bottle , f ashioned of steel and illuminated at 
night . Although the bottle is gone now , the tower remains a n 
important element in Baltimore ' s skyscape . 
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u 18 th c ... nt ury 

[I 191h c.,n tury 

Poli tical 

Relig ion 1 Phi. 

lo•ophy 

Sci e nce 

Scu lp ture 

Soc oa I ' Human· 

ii orion 

ThcQ'C' 

T ron s po rto t1 o n 

--------------· ·-
~ lx 20th c~ntury 

IJ Urbon P lonning 

Cl 01hor (Sf1••c/ IJ") 

Captain Issac E . Emerson was a prominent citizen of Baltimore 
at the turn of the century , and his Bromo-Seltzer Tower remains 
as a monument to his civic energy and his own self-esteem. 
Emerson was born in North Carolina and came to Baltimore in 188 
after graduating from the University of North Carolina. He en
tered the retail drug business and set up a laboratory where he 
worked on his new h eadache r e medy , Bromo-Seltzer . He had per
fected its composition by 1888 and, in 1891 , he organized his 
own company , the Emerson Drug Company . In addition to the 
Bromo-Seltzer Tower which housed the drug company , Captain 
Emerson built the Emerson Hotel, the Emersonian apartments and 
established the Brooklandwood F a rm Dairy, an innova tion in 
roadside sales . 

Emerson was instrumental in the organization of the Maryland 
Naval Reserves in 1894 . He commanded a ship manned by the Re
serves during the Spanish-American War; hence the title Captain 
Emerson 's contemporaries thought highly of him as a biographi
cal sketch shows: "(Emerson) is progressive, enterprising and 

1 public spirited to a faul t ... he interests himself thoroughly i 
in everything tending to advance our city , and is a patron of 1 
all worthy enterprises seeking to push Baltimore to the front. 11

1 

Eventually, the Warner-Lambert Pharmaceutical Company of New 
Jersey took over the Emerson Drug Company, and in 1967, the 
tower and office building at its base were offered to the city 
at a modest price. The of°fice building was razed t.D make room 
for a new fire station, but the Commission for Historical and 
Architectural Pre servation prevail~d upon the Mayor to allow 
the tower to stand . Presently , the Maryland Crafts Council is 
trying to make the tower a permanent arts and crafts center . 

1The Baltimore American Illustrated Edition , 1895, p. 71. 
- - ' 
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Emerson Bromo Seltzer Tower 
(Baltimore Arts Tower) 
312-318 W. Lombard Street, Baltimore 
Sanborn Map 1914 (Revised 1953) 
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BROMO-SE'LTZtR TOWER BUILDING 
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DATA JN RtGARD TO flROMO.SELTZER TOWER 

Tola! hel1ht or to•er, 857 fee~ The bottle on to1~ a 
fao-1lmUe ·.r the ...egular ten eent Bromo-Seltur botU.e, 
lmt &bou( 19,900,000 tlroei1 Jar1er, le 51 feet blgh, 20M 
reet In dl.aroeter , •el1h1 17 1001, a nd re•olne at tibe rate 
or 107 feet per minute. There a1·e ~ e.leclrlc llah .. In 
Bottle &ncf Crcnrn 1urn1uunll11111.ifrhlch clln be-n at 
a dl1tanee oUO oulleo. 

'l'be Bromo-Seltaer clock Is the largest four dJaJ ara•lty 
clock In the ••rid. The dtal ls t4 feet In dlarnetn The 
minute band le 12 feet 7 hu1h•1 long. and •tll!bt 175 
)>Oll\ldt. 1be hooir llllnd la 9 feei 8 lnchea loog and 
nl11th• 145 J>O!l•da. The pendulum Is 16 f<>el lomr abd 
weigh• 4.7& poilnaa. The clo.:lr 11 aotomalfo•dl.r woITTJd 
hr an~electrlo motor e•er7 1lx houro. 

fhi. Side for Comspondenc.e. 

Pia<• Scomp 
Hore 
~; 

Canodo, c..i... 
Mexico, Hawaii. 

Philippi• ... 
Pano Rico. 

I C...1 

f~• 
2 Cenll 

_.,. 

ov 
\ 

\/\) 
~ 

.j 



Tr. 

1ree 
tive 
lS a 
·Id's 
)08. 
:iter 

of 
ling 
and 
avy-

trial 
fa be 
~ase

Red 
tune 

Signal tower on Federal Hill 

Just Towers 

This tower, still standing in 
Patterson Park, is 6() feet tall 

OF THE THREE towers shown here the most promi
nent is the Bromo-Seltzer T ower. When completed 
in 1911 it was the tallest building in town, rising 
357 feet, and crowned with a giant revolving Bromo
Seltzer bottle. 

Rhoda in her pagoda, "selling tea and syrup and 
soda" , was the popular song hit around the time the 
pagoda-like observation tower was erected in Patter
son Park in 1892. 

The signal tower on Federal Hill replaced an 
earlier one that relayed news of approaching vessels. 
It stood there from 1887 to 1902. 

The Bromo-Seltzer Tower 
is adapted from the Vecchio 
Palace tower in Florence, 
Italy. The bottle was taken 
down in 1936. 
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