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Emerson Bromo-Seltzer Tower PBullding

Risings 357 feet atove the c.uuer of Eutaw and Lombard Streets, the
15-story Bromo-Seltzer Tower Building, with iis great steel lottle, shin-
ing blue in the sunlight, 1lluminated at nlghi, was the fulfillment of
Captain Isaac E. Fmerson's belrast to the arcnitect, Joseph Evans Sperry
to desigi his new plant in 1911 to include & fower similar to tle Pa-
lazzo Vecchio Tower ne had seen in Floreace, Italy.

In tre 1330s, She Tower lost its status as the tallest buildiag in
Baltinore. Then, toc, the Dbottle was removed awd the top crenellzied.
The Civy of Beltimore acquired the plant in 1967, razed the building
eround the Tower to build a combinatisn Ifire stavion and conxercial
structure.

Tre Bromo-Seltzer Tower still contzins tne largest four-dial grav-

“?&%'ity clock in the world (larger than Big Ben in Lonlon), wiitu faces 24
feet in ciameter., Though the bottle is no longer a beacea for shins
coning iato Baltimore Harbor, this Tower is a2 notable landmarx travel-= -

lers entering the City from tkhe souihwest sec Iren afar,
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DESCRIBE ‘I'H_E—C'-EESL‘NT AND DRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

The Emerson Bromo-Seltzer Tower, designed by Joseph Evans Sperry
and built in 1911, is unique in Baltimore because it was in-
spired by the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence, Italy, and because
its height of fifteen stories made it the tallest building in
Baltimore until the 1930's. As such, it became & visual land-
mark for several generations of Baltimoreans as well as a

symbol of the city to other Americans.

In style, it is Romanesque, constructed of yellow brick with
stone trim., It is topped with projecting brackets which sup-
port an octagonal crenellated tower. Just below the bracketing
is the clock, reputed to be the largest four dial gravity clock
in the world, with faces twenty-four feet in diameter. Beneath
the clock, on each side, is a stone balcony supported by brack-
ets which form arches over the four windows. Continuing down
the facades, there are four window bays of rectangular windows
with flat arched lintels and stone sills. Above the second
floor, there is another stone balcony with four swag decorations
Until- 1936, the building was crowned with a giant revolving
Bromo-Seltzer Bottle, fashioned of steel and illuminated at
night. Although the bottle is gone now, the tower remains an
important element in Baltimore's skyscape.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Captain Issac E. Emerson was a prominent citizen of Baltimore
at the turn of the century, and his Bromo-Seltzer Tower remains
as a monument to his civic energy and his own self-esteem.
Emerson was born in North Carolina and came to Baltimore in 188
after graduating from the University of North Carolina. He en-
tered the retail drug business and set up a laboratory where he
worked on his new headache remedy, Bromo-Seltzer. He had per-
fected its composition by 1888 and, in 1891, he organized his
own company, the Emerson Drug Company. In addition to the
Bromo-Seltzer Tower which housed the drug company, Captain
Emerson built the Emerson Hotel, the Emersonian apartments and
established the Brooklandwood Farm Dairy, an innovation in
roadside sales.

Emerson was instrumental in the organization of the Maryland

Naval Reserves in 1894. He commanded a ship manned by the Re-
serves during the Spanish-American War; hence the title Captain
Emerson's contemporaries thought highly of him as a biographi-
cal sketch shows: " (Emerson) is progressive, enterprising and
public spirited to a fault ... he interests himself thoroughly
in everything tending to advance our city, and is a patron of
all worthy enterprises seeking to push Baltimore to the front.

Eventually, the Warner-Lambert Pharmaceutical Company of New
Jersey took over the Emerson Drug Company, and in 1967, the
tower and office building at its base were offered to the city
at a modest price. The office building was razed to make room
for a new fire station, but the Commission for Historical and
Architectural Preservation prevailed upon the Mayor to allow
the tower to stand. Presently, the Maryland Crafts Council is
trying to make the tower a permanent arts and crafts center.

lThe Baltimore American Illustrated Edition, 1895, p. 71.
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Emerson Bromo Seltzer Tower

(Baltimore Arts Tower)

312-318 W, Lombard Street, Baltimore
Sanborn Map 1914 (Revised 1953)
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EMERSON DRUG CO.,

BROMO-SELTZER TOWER BUILDING
LABORATORIES AND MOME OFFICE OF

BALTIMORE, MD.
COPYRIGHT 1011, BY EMERSBON DIUO_ co.
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Signal tower on Federal Hill This tower, still standing in

Patterson Park, is 60 feet tall

Just Towers

OF THE THREE towers shown here the most promi-
nent is the Bromo-Seltzer Tower. When completed
in 1911 it was the tallest building in town, rising
357 feet, and crowned with a giant revolving Bromo-
Seltzer bottle.

Rhoda in her pagoda, “selling tea and syrup and
soda”, was the popular song hit around the time the
pagoda-like observation tower was erected in Patter-
son Park in 1892.

The signal tower on Federal Hill replaced an
earlier one that relayed news of approaching vessels.
It stood there from 1887 to 1902.

The Bromo-Seltzer Tower
is adapted from the Vecchio
Palace tower in Florence,
Italy. The bottle was taken
down in 1936.

LIRRARY OF CONGREAS

EMERSON DRUG COMPANTY
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