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Olfice ol Atclieology and Historic Pieservation 

Washington, DC. 20240 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION — PART 1 

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1976) 

7- A plicanl should read the instruction* carefully be'ore completing application No Certification may be men4* unless a compl'ted amplication form ^ 1 
m l n * : . p ^ ^ j j , ( y s p typewiitet 0> o-ml clearly In ria'k ink to complete the application term II additional spece •'! n««c>d 10 compl»'« Parf I u i e l ^ f r . ' i f 

' . . „r.,n <h»o' o ' r a n e r c/«ar/y inct.ratinc the owner 3 n i - * and maWing add-ess Part 1 o ' f h u application may be completed and sent Ic the appropri­
ate"* cf 9 *f-pa'Rie P'am t ** ***•* / 
a ir Sra'e Historic Piesrrvai'on Career al any ("tie during (he y e a - j i n d may be sen! separately or with Pan 2 

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1 . NAME OF PROPERTY: . 

739 V.'est P r a t t S t r e e t 
Address ol property 5 l ' * » t . 

Mary land ?1201 
B a l t i m o r e County Slate I Zip Code -

R i d g e l y ' s D e l i g h t H i s t o r i c - D i s t r i c t : N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
NanWoihi3ioncdi5t..cnn which property is i o c a i d - f l i g t o r . c p l a c e s ^' 6 / 1 5 / g 0 ; B a l t i raore C i t y H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: O c t o b e r 1 9 , 1 9 7 9 . 

1... ,n,t,actions tor map end photograph requirement*—use reverse aide it necessary) r _ . 1 o 1-u 

7 39 West"Pratt Street is a commercial structure built m the 3rd quarter of the 19th 
centurv The brick, three story building is nearly triangular in plan, to conform to the 
eite and is five bays wide and eleven bays deep with a steeply pitched roof. The facad* 
the north elevation on Pratt Street, is stretcher bond. The west elevation on Fremont 

3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

lute rere-se ode It necessary) ~ i • !_.. u * « • T\i _ » _ ; , . 

739 West Pratt Street is a prominent structure in the Ridgely s Delight Historic Distric. 
because of its highly visible location, its distinctive profile, and its fine quality as 
an example of mid to late 19th century commercial architecture. 

O f ol con5l.ucl.on (,t Known) . JA5G=l£2Q » O-** . ! . . 1 . • Moved Dele o. . . . . . . . ton. (H known) «»id 2 0 t h C . 
interior alt. 

4 NA.ME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER: 

R i d g e l y ' s D e l i g h t A s s o c i a t e s , c / o W i l l i a m S t r u e v e r , S t r u e v e r B r o t h e r s and E c c l e s 
Name 

519 N o r t h C h a r l e s S t r e e t 
si.ee. — _ _ . ~ Maryland 21202 

B a l l i m o r e , s „ „ f z C o d e 
City 

Telephone Number (during day) Area Code L 3 L L U — 3 3 2 - _ l i . > 2 

.. .xrrsvih. .r/7TrVaiinrTNij^e^i2>ijd»el-tsrTi the besl ol my knowledge, correct and thai I em owner ol the property described above I hereby altcstnnaryne itjiu'.^»r.uii . N J V W I J Y * H < ^ ' •» ' 

Foro"prepared by Barbar« A. Hoff, Dalsemer, Catzen and Associates, Inc., [Alight Street 

Baltimore, Maryland 21 
hvi v i .K* u»m \e i i f 

Th sir dure described above is included within the boundaries ol the National Register historic district and ^cont r ibutes D does not contribute to the character o' 

the d.stilct 

TheslructureO appears D does not appear lo meet National Regrste' Criteria to. Evaluation (36 CFR 60 6) and ("J will likely D will not be nominated to the Naliona 

Register in accord with the Department ol the Intend procedures (36 CFR 601 

The structure is located m a district which D appea-sO does not appear to m»et National Reg'Sler C" tena lor Evaluat.on (36 CFR 60 61 D will likely M will not be no"> 

i d lo Hie National Register in accord with Department ol the Interior procedures (36 CF R 601 and U appears [J does nnl appear lo contribute lo the cha. acter ol S8 : 

Signature 
Slat» t^dyric Pieservation O'hcer 

This P'operty has b»en evaluated according to the cMe'ia and procedures se' lorth by the Department o( the Interior (36 CFR 671 and it s u b l e t lo dep.ee.at.on unde-

sectron t6? o' the Internal Revenue Code ol 19b* 

D is he.ebv ce't'lied a histo»'C M i u C u m 
Ddoes not coni.ibule to me cha-acle. ot the historic d'Stncl and does not mem certification as a historic structure Reasons given on the attached sheet 

. Hale 
Signature 

Keeoe. ol the National Register 

con5l.ucl.on
si.ee
file:///eiif
dep.ee
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IF NEEDED USE THIS SIDE TO COMPLETE ANSWERS TO PART 1 

DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: cont. 

Street is common bond. The window openings on both elevations are rectangular with 

ood sills and lintels. The wood cornice comprises brackets and dentils and extends along 
both elevations. The entranees are on Pratt Street and Fremont Street comprise wood 
framing for the doors, side lights, and a transoms and there is a large wood lintel 
above the transoms. The interior of the structure was badly deteiorated because of 
abandonment and exposure to the weather. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: cont. 

The Ridgely's Delight Historic District is a small wedge-shaped area located southwest 
of Baltimore's Central Business District. This neighborhood is all that remains of a 
much larger area that developed from the late 18th century through the early 20th cen­
tury. The majority of the buildings in the neighborhood were built.in the 1840's and 
50's as a result of the establishment of the University of Maryland Hospital in 1812 
and the growth of heavy industries including the B & 0- Railroads yards, the Winans Lo­
comotive and Car Works, and the Hayward, Bartlett and Company, manufacturers of iron 
for the railroads and buildings. Smaller industries developed within the neighborhood 
including a box factory, an iron foundry, a paint and oil factory, a furniture manu­
facturer, and a silver beating manufactory. 

The neighborhood developed to house the workers at the adjacent factories and the pro­
fessionals at the University Medical Facilities. The architecture of the historic 
district reflects this social and economic mix of people. The residential structures 
range in style from the late Federal houses which were two or two and a half story 
rowhouses to the more substantial Italianate structures which were three stories and 
had heavy cornices and elongated window proportions. The district contains many 
storefront buildings, several of which were late 19th century additions to early 19th 
century houses; several mid-to- late-19th century industrial buildings; and earlier 
19th century houses which are set back from the street. The historic district retains 
its 19th century character because of the low scale of both the residential and com­
mercial buildings and the intimate vistas created by the many streets and alleys which 
are at angles to each other, therefore closing off expansive views. The residential 
and commercial buildings exist in harmony because the industrial structures repeat the 
fenestration patterns and the use of brick as a building material, which are similar 
to the residential structures. 

Ridgely's Delight began to decline around the 1940's, climaxing in the 1960's with a 
large percentage of abandonment of the housing stock. The highway programs of the 
1950's and 60's were partially responsible for this decline. The resurgence of the 
neighborhood began in the 1970's by private investors, who were followed by the City's 
Urban Renewal Program and Homesteading Project for the area. From the outset, the new 
residents to the neighborhood were concerned tabout retaining the indigenous popula­
tion. This priority of the Urban Renewal until Program has resulted in an economical­
ly and socially mixed community. 

One of the projects which helped focus attention on the redevelopment of the 
neighborhood was the broad based effort to restore the Babe Ruth House, which is now 
an historic house museum and a Baltimore City Landmark. The 19th century charm of 
RidEely's Delight is a striking contrast to the new Inner Harbor Developments a short 
distance away. 
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associated with Abiathar Field, an oyster merchant. The 
The property was f i rs t « " o c i a t e d

 o f B r a u n s a n d Schultz, commercial merchants, 
property was leased to John J. Br-un ot n e s t a b H s h e d t h e J o h n 

untUl882 which was in operation until 1904. 
j . B r a u n a n / J 0 " ^ r

P
t

a
Y

n y ,
w a s s o l d t o McClellan Hardware Company, which stayed in 

That year the'• P™g**J ™ • ? " w a s t h e n p u r c h a s e d b y l h e Henry S. Wampole 

^ : r a n ; : \ U " : i i c r r a a n u ^ c e t u ^ n g
P f /m. which held t i t l e to the property untU the 

1930*8. general decline and abandonment of the neigh-
The building deteriorated along w i t t h e Se adaptive reuse as part of 
borhood. The structure i . now « £ « * £ » » ™ neighborhood. The' rehabili t at ion plans 

decorative architectural details. 
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