BALTIMORE CITY - COMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION

CDBG SURVEY YEAR: 12 SURVEY NO.: B-3941

AREA: ’ | MAGI NO.: 0439415711

ADDRESS: 2142-2144 Federal Street
CURRENT NAME :

BLOCK : LOT: LOT SIZE:
HEIGHT: 2 MATERIALS: Brick
CONDITION: Good OWNER:

ADDRESS :
USE: Vacant dwelling & store ACCESSIBLE: Yes, restricted
DESIGNATION: LIBER/FOLIO:

HISTORIC NAME: Schorr Grocery (2144)
DATE: ca. 1900-1905
ARCHITECT/BUILDER:

STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE) :

DESCRIPTION:

The early 20th century two-story brick buildings are located on the north side of
Federal Street about one-half block west of North Patterson Park Avenue in northeast
central Baltimore, Maryland. The principal facades face south and are two bays wide.
The easternmost building, No. 2144, is a combined residential/commercial structure
with a storefront on the first floor. Its east elevation is exposed, bordering an
alley which extends to the rear of the row. The storefront has been substantially
altered, with concrete block covering the former window opening, leaving a small
rectangular opening. The entrance is on the diagonal at the southeast corner and
is boarded. The storefront cornice projects over the entrance and concrete block
and has a simple flat running sign panel which extends around the corner. The
second story has segmental-arched window openings which are boarded. The bracketed
and paneled cornice is mostly unaltered and intact. The east elevation has several
boarded and bricked openings on each floor. No 2142 is a two-bay residence with
a marble-faced basement. The marble steps are missing and all openings are boarded.
Finials mark the party walls mark the ends of the cornice and is repeated in the row.
SIGNIFICANCE:

AREA: Architecture LEVEL: Local

The residence and commercial storefront at 2142-2144 Federal Street are early 20th
century structures which contribute to an undefined historic district of late 19th
and early 20th century buildings centered around the American Brewery which reflect
the development of the area as a working class neighborhood. The row terminated by
the two houses was built about 1900-1905, at least 30 years after the surrounding
neighborhood began to develop. The roadbed of Federal Street was part of the Green-
wood Park, maintained by George Baurenschmidt, the owner of one of several breweries
on North Gay Street. The street was not cut through from Gay to Patterson Park Avenue
until about 1900, The American Brewery, originally Weissner's Brewery, stands
immediately north of the row including 2142-2144 Federal Street. Its main brewhouse,
erected in 1887, is one of the most elaborately eclectic breweries extant in the
'U.S. The neighborhood was originally populated by German brewery workers and the
grocery store at 2144 Federal was owned by George L. Schorr and his son from 1911
until the late 1950's.

SOURCES: Sachse's Bird's Eye View (1869); Bromley's Atlas (1896); Sanborn map (1914)
SURVEYOR AND DATE: Janet L. Davis, CHAP, December 1986
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Schorr Grocery
2142-2144 Federal Street

Demolished
Block 1471, Lots 041 & 042
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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2142-2144 Federal Street B-3941
Baltimore, Maryland

Photo: Janet Davis

Date: December 1986

Neg. loc.: Md. Historical Trust
South elevations



