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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIG I NAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Homewood is designed as a five-part architectural composition. The central 
section is one-and-a-half stories over a raised basement. The flanking 
pavilions and connecting hyphens are one story in height. The house is 

1constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond, with stone trim. · The central 
1section is five-bays wide and has a finely scaled tetrastyle portico on both 
the north and south front. The south portico is pedimented and has plaster­
work bas relief swag and garland decoration in the tympanum. It is approacheB 
by a f light of stone steps and has marble tile flooring. The eight-panel 
south entrance door has a se.nicircular glazed transom above it. On either 
side are engaged pilasters which carry a fu~l entablature. Flanking the 

>orway are narrow windows with square s1:one panels above them. The house 
l nas a stone belt course and th~ tall, six-over-six PC!Jle, windows with stone 
sills and stone lintels with keystones. Above the windows are rectangular 
stone decorative panels, cut out on their lower edge to suggest consoles. 
The house carries a hipped ~'of above a finely detailed modillion cornice. 
There are four interior symmetrically spaced chimneys and on each elevation 
two unusual arched dormer windows with Gothic sas·h. 

The one-story hyphens have :three bays on the south front and two bays on .the 
north. The central entrance bay on the south has a glazed semicircular 
transom and the two flanking bays are small palladian windows. The end 
pavilions are two bays wide .:md three bays deep with a hipped roof and a 

· ~entral chimney. 
I 

The floor plan of the central section has a wide central hall on the south 
s ide that is separated from the narrow cross hall by a wide ·doorway with 
a glazed arched transom and .side lights. Beyond the cross hall the central 
hall continues to the north entrance but is narrower. To the west are 
cupboards and to the east a narrow enclosed stair to the four room garret. 
The intersection of the cent:cal. halls apd th~ cross hall has a superb groin 
vaulted ceiling with delicat1~ plaster work ribs .and rosettes at their 
intersection. The halls sepr:i.rate the four principal rooms of the house. 
Flanking the south hall are tw~. drawing rooms one of them with a splendid 
tray ceiling. Flanking the north hall are the dining room anq the pr~ncipal 
bedroom. Tne west wing contains the kitchen and service .. ro9m1=>, .. !;l:l~ g~St wing 
contains the nursery, the so"calied "state room" and a smaller chamber whose 
use is unknown. 

!J.'he interior trim of Homewood is of exception.ally high quality. The main 
rooms and halls have dado, chair rail, and architraves, and mantels which 
display the wood carvers art at its best in a profusion of restrained Adam 
style reeding, swags, foliagi~, and fretwork. 
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8. Signif icance Continued , page 1 

Homewood and one hundred twenty acres at public auction in t he Bal timore 
Exchange . Samuel Wyman , a successful Baltimore merchant and founder of 
Tiffany , Wyman & Company, bought the property for $25 , 150 . Wyman lived in 
Homewood with his famil y until "1865 . 

l~~.rnuel Wyman ' s son , William Wyman, commissioned Richard 
• alianate house, Homewood Villa, on the Homewood t r act 
J ohns Hopkins University demolished this house in 1954. 

Upjohn to bui ld an 
(1851- 1853) . The 

When Samuel Wyman died the Homewood estate was divided between hi s two sons in 
1894. From 1897 to 1902 Homewood housed the Country School for Boys (now 
Gilman School) . 

The ingenuity and financial acumen aided by Wil liam Keyser (1835-1904) , a 
wealthy Baltimore merchant , made it possible to reassemb1e t he Homewood tract 

l
. in 1902, when it was offered to the Johns Hopkins Uni versi"ty as the site for a 

new campus . 

' 

I
. The architects for t he first University construction repeated the t raditional 
, Federal motif of Homewood mansion in the design of tl'le buildings on the 
surrounding campus . 

In 1916 Homewood mansion became ?the University Facul ty Club and from 1932 until 

1
1936 i t was a house museum restored through . the aid' of Mr. and Mrs . Francis P. 

I
. Garvan. Since 1936 the Univers~ty has used Homewood for administrative offices . 

In 1969 , under the supervi sion ~f Orin M. Bull ock, . Jr., F .A. I . A., the mor tar 
in the masonry at Homewooa was replaced and pointed. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Homewood was built from 1801 to 1803 in Baltimore, Maryland by Charles 
Carroll, Jr. This extravagant son of the Signer of the Declaration of 

' Independence spent $40,000 reluctantly provided by his father , .to build one 
~f the most sophisticated country houses of the Federal Period. Homewood 
!Was designed as a five-part composition, the main central section is one 
and one-half stories; the flanking pavilions and the low hyphens that connec· 
~hem to the central section are one story. The design for Homewood has its 
roots in the small, intimate, essentially single story houses which became 
the fashion for the English and European nobility during the last half of 
the eighteenth century in a reaction against large multi-storied mam;;ions. 
Thomas Jefferson encouraged the style in Virginia and it also attained a higl 
iegree of popularity in Kentucky. Although Homewood is not among the 
earliest examples of this popular style, it is unquestionably one of the mos· 
-inely developed examples of it. 

History 

w ~omewood, home of Charles Carroll (1775-1825), was built on the ~Merryman's 
LU r:,ott" tract , purchased May 1, 1794 , by his father Charles Carroll of Carroll1 
VI (1737-1832) , Signer of ·the Declaration of Independence. Between 1801 and 

1803 Charles Carroll of cafrrollton (1737-1832) presented the land, and 
sufficient funds to build a house, to his son Charles at the time of the 
latter's marriage to Harriet Chew of Philadelphia. Carroll (1775-1825) had 
earlier directed the construction of this monument to his own innate good 
taste, while his father footed the bills amounting to $30 , 000 in access of 
the $10,000 estimate. In 1824 Charles Carroll of Carrollton bought the 
house from his self-indulgent, recalcitrant son whose wife had, by that time 
and with her father-in-law's blessing, left him and returned to Philadelphia 
The elder Carroll managed this "most imporvident waste , " until his son died 
in 1825. 

Homewood was then inherited by Charles Carroll (1801-1862) from his father, 
Charles Carroll (1775-1825}. Charles Carroll . (1801-1862) and his wife, 
Mary Diggs, lived there until he inherited Doughoregan Manor from his 
grandfather, Charles Carroll of Carrollton (1737-1832). 

In 1830 John Lee Carroll ~1830-1911), second son of Charles Carroll (1801-
1862) , was born in Homewood. John Lee Carroll was Governor of Maryland 
from 1875 to 1880. During. his tenure the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad strike 
of 1887 occurred. ~rior t:k> this Charles Carroll (1801-1862) in 1839 sold 
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"Ho1 11e1·1ood," bu ilt. bct\Vecn 1801 d1 1d W03 liy Churl es CJ.l'ro ll, Jr., 
stands in 1971 on the Johns Hopkins Univers ity Campus as an example of 
the late Georgian country house in Baltimore . 

The la te Georgian· or 'Federal• style marks the full height of 
Georgian architecture in America . Homewood , in the pre-Revo lutionary 
Maryland, tradition is a ~ymmetric.al five-part Palladian country house. 
The- hou..se.-has basic similariti es to earlier houses suc h as ~1Jhitehall , 
Tulip Hill and t~ye House- -the flve-part plan with large central block, 
a sma 11 vii ng connected by a hypl1e n on each e ncl, and the ful 1-hci ght tctra­
styl e portico . Tile l..iasic differ e nce is t hat wh ereas l-Jhitehall is a Nt:o­
Palladian mid-Georgian house , Homewood is a Federal-Adanresque house . The 
whole approach to Homewood is refined, delicate and soph isti ca t ed. This 
is evident through -a wealth of deta ils, carved in a period that mar~ed 
the height of the wood carving tradition in Ameri ca (e . g . Samuel Mcintire) 
and reflective of the contemporaneous Adamesque fashion in England . The 
detail is all in lmv relief and is small; the cornice, the capital s of 
the col umns, the doon1ay pilasters a nd entablature are filled h'ith minia­
ture reeding, fluting, running 1 s ' , and acanthus leaves . Tht: south ped i­
ment has Adqmesque garlands around a shield-sl1aped \vind0\'1. Tltc effect of 
Homewood is one of flatness ; the l ong , narrow windows are flush against the 
exterior wall and the only decorative t~eatments on the Hall s arc the 
marble window sills and panels above the central block windows . The roof 
-is hipped and both north and south porticos abut into the main roof as a 
pedimented gabl e . The roof of the main block has two round - head dorme rs 

· with Gothic sash . The south side of each hyphen has a doorway wi th semi­
.circular fanl ight an_d i s flanked by a Palladian-style windov1 capped with 
a brick arch·. Th€ main ( south ) entrance door is topped by a semi -circular 
fa.nlight ~1ith delicate trace ry , surrounded by fluted pila s ters and cn­
tablature; the north sid e door has a Federal feature--a large, elaborately 
traceried, semi -ci r c ular fanlight. The north side i s not as elaborate as 
the south side (except for the fanlight), espec i a lly in the use of a flat 
portico w~th pediment mounted on the roof. The base, steps and columns 
appear to be r ecent . 

The stable is 550 feet due south of Homewood and is included in this 
nomi nation . 

Homewood is located on the Johns Hopkins University Campus at Chorles und 
34th Streets, Ba l timore City, Maryland. 
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t ·1 llrbo n r f(11tr1io 9 

l) 01ho r (Sl'o.:<'i lr) 

Homewood, home of Charl es Carrol l (1775- 1825 ) , was built on the 
"Merryma n's Lott" tract, purchased May l, 1794 , by his father Charl es 
Carroll of Carrollton (1737- 1832), Signer of the Decla rat ion of I ndepen­
dence. Between 1801 and 1803 Charles Carroll of Carrol l to n (1737 -1832) 
presented t he l and, and suffic i en t funds to build a hous e, to hi s so n 
Charles at the time of the l atter' s marriage to Harriet Chew of 
Phil adelphia. Carroll (1775-1825) had ea rlier directed the construction 
of this monument to his own innate good taste , whil e his fath er footed 
the bills amoun ting to $30,000 in excess of the $10 ,000 estimate . In 1824 
Charles Car ro 11 of Carro 11 ton bought the house from his se 1 f - i ndul gent , 
recalcitrant so n whose wife had, by that time, and vv i t h hl?r father-in­
l aw 's bl es sing, l eft him and re t urned to Philadel phia . The elder Carroll 
n:ia nage? this "most improvident waste," until hi s son di ed in 1825 . 

Homewood was t hen inherited by Charles Carroll (1 801-1862 ) from his 
father, Charles Carroll (1775-1825). Charl es Carroll (1 81Jl-1 862 ) and his 
wife, Mary Diggs, lived there until he inherited Doughoregan t1!anor from 
his grandfather, ChCl rl es Ca rroll of Carrollton (1737-1 332) . 

In 1830 John Lee Carroll (1830-1911), s econd son of Charles Carroll ! 
(1 801-1 862 }, wa s born in Homewood. John Lee Carroll was Governor of 
iv1aryland from 1875 to 1880 . Dur ing his tenur e the Bal timore and Ohio 
Rail road strike of 1887 occurred. Prior to this Charles Carroll (1801-1862} 
in 1839 sold Hon]ewood and one hundred twenty acres at public auction in 
the Baltimore Exchange . Samuel Wyman, a successful Baltimore merchant 
and founder of Tiffany, Wyman & Company, bought the property for $25,150. 
Hyman 1 ived in Homewood with hi s family until 1865 . 

Samuel Wyman's son, ·William Hyman, commissioned Richard Upjol1n to 
build an Italianate house, Homewood Villa, on the HomevJood tract (1851-1853) . • The Johns Hopkins University demolished this house in 1954. 

. 
vJhen Samuel Hyma n died the Homewood estate was divided between his 

t\vO sons in 1894. From l 897 to 1902 Hcmev1ood housed the Country School 
for Boys (now Gilman School) . 

The in9e11uity • .ind fi11anciul dCumcn 0icJed by Will i .:un Keyser 
(1835-.1904), a wealthy Baltimore merchant, made it possibl e to r eassemble 
the Homewood tract in 1902, when it was offered to the Johns Hopkins 
University as the site for a new campus. SEE CONTINUATION SHEET 
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" The .architects for the first Universi ty cons tru ction r epea t ed the traditional 
. · Federal mot i f .of .Homewood mans io"1·in the des ign of the buildings on the 
· sur.~ound i.ng campus. · -·: · · : · · · .q ·· ; i · ·-'. ' ~· _ . _· • ·• 

In 1916 ·Homewood mansion became t he University Faculty Club and from 
;.. 1932 until .·1936 it was. a hou se museum restored through the aid of Mr. and 

.. .. . Mrs.~. Francis P. Garvan. Since 1936 the Univer s ity has used Homewood for 
- admini s trative offices. 

" '·· · ;"": J .. In 1969, under the supervision of Orin M. - Bullock~ - Jr . , F.A.I.A., the 
-·mortar in, the ma sonr~ at Homewood was replaced and pointed. 

· .. 
- . . 

. . .. -

~ -.. Behind Homewood is the original stable built by Charl es Carroll 
..:,(1755-18?5). ·The timber and brick barn , built into a hi ll, is used as a Little 
Theater by the students of the· Johns Hopkins University . 
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Homewood v1as painted on the back of a nineteenth-century chair whic h is 
located in the Ba l timore Museum of Fine Arts . 
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B-4 
Homewood House, Carroll Mansion, Merryman's Lot 
N. Charles Street & 34th Street 
Block 3690 Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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Facade - stair before restoration work 
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