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——— Historic Preservation Certification Application—Par: I 

serty: 3lCr cTTTgcB^iKJ fjTge^r.— y Rf\^-nn\otii^. >Vi.yuWLrttvJD 

Historic District: gy^ajSE C I E C L E 
(z^-gtcate initial application receivec ay State 

f?-'7-gc-cate compiete information receivec by State 
cate of tnis transmittal to NPS 
inspection of Erccertv DV State staff? ^ n c 

accitiona* iniormation 
ta te 

ves catt 

| / i here is acequate documentation encloses to evaluate the historic character and integrity of this 
property. 
There is insufficient documentation to evaluate tne property acequateiy. The application is missing 
the following items: 

Reasonable efforts, cescribec beiow, have been mace to cotam tr.is information. C: 
information recuests are enclosed. 

i m c r*r * p A ses c 

i.nis property involves: 
Extensive loss of historic faoric 
Substantial alterations over time 

ix^ftHfcliwaMiK ccterrn inaticn cf listing 
_u-^for district 

ior individual property 

Cbscurec or covered eievation(s) 
Moved proDertv 
State recommencation inconsistent 
with NR documentation 
Recommendation different than the 
applicant's recuest 

L£J( 

^ ^ r 

ompiete one section pelow as appropriate. 
(1) t ^The property ^ c o n t r i b u t e s sees not contribute to the historic significance of this 

district in: , 
location t^cesign i ^ e t t i n g f^-rrTatcrials £*r6~fkmanship ^"feel ing and association 
Property is mentioned in tne NR cocumentation in Section — , ;a;;e . 

(25 For properties less " a n 50 years old: 
_ tne historical merits of tne district (tne periocs ana areas of significance) are cocumentea in the 

National Register nomination form or district cocumentation en file as less than 50 years oid, 
justifying tne certification of tnis property's contribution. 
the strong historical or architectural merit of tnis property as cescribed in the National Register 
nomination form or cistrict cocumentation on file justifies its certification as contributing. 
there is insufficient justification to consicer tnis property contributing to the district en tne basis 
of its ir.oivicuaJ architectural or historical merits or tne significance cf tne c is tnet does not 
extend up to and including tne latest 50 year period. 
Briefly explain how Stancard (3) applies to this property's individual merits or its significance 
in relationship to the significant qualities ana characteristics of tne district. 

(3) For preliminary determinations: 
A. The status of the nomination for the property/historic district: 

Nomination has aireaay been suomittea to State review ooard, and if reviewed by the ooard, 
r.o.T.i-ation will De forwarced to the NPS within a reasonaoie period of time. (Draft nomination 
is er.c.csea.) 
Nomination was submitted to tne NPS o n _ _ • 
Nomination will be submitted to the State review soara witnm twelve montns. 
Nomination process likeiy will be completed within thirty montns. 
Otner; exolain: „ 

=-. Evaluation of tne property: 
Property is inaiviaually eligible and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation 
Property ts locatea witnm a potential registered aistnet tnat meets National Register 

Criteria for Evaluation 
A B C D Exceptions: 

(<*) The property is located in a registered aistrict, is outsice tne penoa(s) and/or areais) of signifi­
cance as cocumentea in tne NR nomination and: 

appears to contribute to tr.e expanded significance of tne district. Enclosed is the revised 
nomination documentation. 
does nc: .i-rear TO contribute :o the o«riod(s) and/or ar-a(s) of significance of the district . 
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L3ticr:"ion o: oistrict inducing :ne p-rjoa(si and areais) o: significance as cescnoec in tne National 
Register cocurner.zation or coc-mentation or, lue lexces: :or preliminary ceterminaticn c: incivicuai 

""listing;. r^E ew2*e. C I R C L E msToeic D I S T U . C T »^ AWA O/SBAW r x s r c ' c r ^ a / v i p ^ / s , ^ p^P^o*;/w/»re^ 

fortiCH tV~ *?& CO^STX-tOTTp PZTI.VBBK' ^ / f / F S O AA/£> 7 ^ ^ O / ^ / A <4L>^« <^ ' /7^ / 5Yv?7«£ JScCC<s /*^'i_> 

~2icur CJITH Uio- pm HLCJ 
•1 •/yt£ "*vC Sr*f?i> /Trr/^S S?AJ£> * / & / * • * . c, &/*>*: t9c/c£>/A.'<fS. Trrsy *•*:& 

i\,'c»r> v>= Mc-c &OT~ -rrre n-ics— /r7i/v//r>/n- esCAJstryit^/or; /*<Qcj£cn-rw? 
Fericc-.si =: uz*l.czr.cz:j£Z±XL 

Trf 7 . • - / 

RtwHCi-'sei tiu?c R M S u; iDC i f jp T vot- OTT\? i ez 
iCn. T H I S •STRUCTURE '£> ™^T C"= A ISCTJU O F «gir>iP<,E S£tc/c 

ww . — _ , - _ . ^,, ^,,wv- -c . - j HVT,VA Ut' ITH / \ S I H I P L C rcACtFTCj) « = C V K ) l C S , KJO uOIMCXJu.'; 
£ * i S T <Tio e v T H E S - 7 > f S FTeorviT o ^ R E A i T A c A D e S M a p T«t= & * i<Srnoq DCCC^ A»2E. D E T B S i O i w A T E D 
B P T C ^ P p c P A i C . T H S - TvSiCfc I 3 ifo <^oaZ> <=*=>MD> (T?£>M e ^ c i e f n - A T T H E T ^ S ^ J V . 2 . ( W H E ^ E IT" MAS. 
P E B W 3TL>eCw5£D . T H E C^DCMlCE- I S A U i o IKJ (SfOOO CSCXsj O | Tl 0 l\J • I W ^ E k i i ^ P L K I M CTW>)\I £ , STX O T= 
t w o ^ ^ C w ^ Ort y^K^H T^UJOC u J i T H A wr:e tOTRA>-0. U ^ A T E O "GTAI6_ . T H - E lK3TE=i,a,c>2 ^ T ^ I P S /-l/»L/£^ 
^ a L A P S E S - r t a o ^ U e - T H ^ i O C ^ T i O v O *r.MO A H . I fUT£Ci<y<e. T C l ^ I C ^ ' O r o £ , T r t E _ f i A - S T T ^ ^ 1 1 1 A / , r 

.-\e".i:r.s i_;:.c:rr.: :.~.::;.-::y. 
S:a:;men: c: Sigr.iiica.-.cs c: 

t^~: -S , \ 0 T M ' S ETTt -UCTU^e I S S i q w i F i C A W T I NJ T H i V T IT" I S 
r.; pro~=.-:y I W D I C A T I V E e> t= T ^ r e . T Y P E . e?= s M M x " S T R u c n i f l E ? 
A R E A o V f5HM_-nO\oia.T^ T O A ^ - ^ c m ^ p - o ^ T e . 7 ^ - ^ J3tt^-<?-eu_s)t!_ 

\i.\t C:::c:ai rtecorr.mer.caTicr.: 
This tppiicaticn fcr tne aDove-name. property has been reviewed by ty/Ctf/L&L ZUV . a 
zrciessicr.aily cualiiied archi tec t , archi tectural historian, cr historian on my s t a l l . 

/ / T h e property is induced within tne bouncaries of a registered historic district , contr ibutes 
to tne significance of the distr ict , and is a "certified historic s tructure" for the purpose of 
rehabilitation. 

The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district , contr ibutes 
to tne significance of the district , and is a "certifiec historic s t ructure" for a char i table 
contribution fcr conservation •purpossc in accorcance witn tne Tax Treatment Extension Act c: 

• - # o 

Tne property appears to mee t tne National Register Criteria fcr Evaluation and will likely 
oe nominated. 
Tne property cces not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will 
not oe nominated. 

Tne property appears to contribute to the significance of a: 
potential historic District which appears to meet tne National Register Cri ter ia 
For Evaluation and will likely be nominated. 
registerec historic distr ict out is outsice tne perioc(s) and area(s) of significance 
as cocume.nted in tne National Register nomination or district documentation on file 
with the N?S. Revised nomination or district documentation is enclosed. 

_The property snoulc be denied a preliminary Determination that it could qualify as 

Detailed NFS review recommended C ~ - , w - -rwarded without recommencaucn 

Date: /-vf-f? Sta te Official 5 i g n a t u r e ; S f ~ ^ | j % ^ ^ 



Project Number P a r t of Multip?*- Bldg Pro jec t s t ^Yes Nc 

P r o j e c t Name and Address ^ | &? r T T H ^ P E I k) S T T F E r 

3 1 fc QTr&Z^BltsJ STT2£>= — 

B H T T T V l O g E , OlP^YLRrVUQ 

E s t i m a t e d Cost 

New One 

O r i g i n a l Use 

Housing U n i t s Before Af t e r 

F e d e r a l Funds YeB No Source of Funding 

Wi th in D i s t r i c t I n d i v i d u a l l y Listed_ Name, of D i s t r i c t J&KQ/2H. C/£Ctc=. 

Date of L i s t i n g ( D i s t r i c t or Individual ) / - /O - S 3 

Owner Name and Address ZW//V> ^OSS/A.'S /C#77/£/d/Aj£ /?C/^3/AJ£ 17ZMCY i^OtL 

PART 1 

On Bold 

Action 

Date Received 

Hold Due Date 

Date Due 

Off Hold New Due Date 

Decision Date 

PART 2 

On Hold 

Action 

Date Received-

Hold Due Date 

Date Due 

Off Hold New Due Date 

Decision Date 

PART 3 

On Hold 

Action 

Date Received 

Hold Due Date -?• 

Date Due: 

Off Hold New Due Date 

Decision Date 

Developer Name and Address S>ArVV\,EE f^5 t^rSOx)^ 

Comments 

B-4141 
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DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT (cont.) 

or belts, segmental-arched openings and simple bracketed 
cornices of wcod or tin occasionally appear, but the overall 
impression evoked by these buildings is one of remarkable 
austerity, consistent with their origins as quickly-constructed 
housing for the burgeoning masses of blue-collar workers 
attracted by the booming industrial development of the adjacent 
areas which began in the mid 19th Century. 
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«- Form 10-168 

MOTIVED 
DEC 19 1986 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

OMB Approved 
No. 1024-0009 
Expires 8/31/86 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

NPS Office Use Only 

B-4141 

MARYLAND HISTORJCAU 

Project Number: 

Instructions:" Readlne Instructions carefully before completing application. No certif ication wil l be made unless a completed application form has 

been received. Use typewriter or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets. 

1. Name of property: . 316 Otterbein Street 

Address of property: 3 1 6 O t t e r b e i n S t r e e t 

Ci ty . B a l t i m o r e County . State. 
MD Zip Code 21230 

Name of historic distr ict : . 

LJ National Register district 

Barre Circle Historic District 

LJ certified state or local district D potential historic district 

2. Check nature of request: 

O certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabil itation. 

D certif ication that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to 

the significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contr ibut ion for conservation purposes. 
LJ certification that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 
LJ preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register. 

D preliminary determination that a building located wi th in a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district. 
LJ preliminary determination that a building outside tne period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district. 

3. Authorized project contact: 

Name Dav id R o b b i n s Title Owne r / A r c h i t e c t 

Street 4907 Edmondson Avenue City B a l t i m o r e 

7in 2 1 2 2 9 state M a r y l a n d 

4. Owner: 

Name David Robbins, Katherine Robbins, Tracy Back 

Telephone Number (during dayl : ( 3 0 1 ) 5 6 6 - 4 2 4 3 

Street. 4907 Edmondson Avenui rity Baltimore 

State Maryland zip 21229 .Telephone Number (during day): ( 3 0 1 " ) 5 6 6 - 4 2 4 3 

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and tha t I own the above-named property 

Owner's Signature . £ mtetfM- Date K-2.C- 8 C 

Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identif ication Number, 

NPS Office Use Only 

The National Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Preservation Certif ication Application — Part 1 " for the above-named property and hereby deter­
mines that the property: 

Q contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "cert i f ied historic structure" for the purpose of rehabilitation. 
LJ contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "cert i f ied historic structure" for a charitable contr ibut ion for conservation pur­

poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980. 
D does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 

Preliminary Determinations: 

U appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and wi l l likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set for th in 36 CFR Part 60. 

LJ does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and wil l l ikely not be listed in the National Register. 
n appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which wil l l ikely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if 

nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the 
National Register nomination or district documentation on file w i th the NPS. 

U does not appear to qualify as a certif ied historic structure. 

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Office 



H I S T O R I C P R E S E R V A T I O N N P S o f f i ce Use Only 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N A P P L I C A T I O N -
Project Number: Property Name 

316 O t t e r b e i n S t r e e t P A R T 1 

Property Address , 

D3v' "obbinsjgjj BMW^Kathenne Robbiiis^lMI ^ K Tracv l i i c k / W ^ I ^ B y B-4141 
Owt ime/Social Security or Taxpayer ID Number 

5. Description of physical appearance: 

This project consists of three small unpainted brick towhouses located within a registered historic district. 
Each of these two story buildings is alike except the plan of the end unit (318) is reversed. They stand 
together on a small alley street in a row with one other unit. The buildings had all been abandoned for several 
years; open and exposed to the elements. There were few doors or windows remaining, the stairs had all collapsed, 
and the interiors were completely destroyed. The tar and felt roofs are almost flat, sloping gently to the rear. 
These needed to be completely rebuilt. 

These houses are so plain and simple that they do not fit any particular architectural style. The facades 
(both front and rear) have two untriirmed windows on the second floor and another window and a door on the first 
floor. The lintels on the top were unadorned wood on 314 and 316; the ones at 318 had been replaced with 
metal and brick. The plans are rectangular; two rooms up, two rooms down with a stair dividing them in the 
middle. There were no surviving original interior finish materials. All walls and ceiling were undecorated 
plaster, no trim. 

Date of Construction: C i r c a 1 8 8 0 source of Date: T i t l e S e a r c h at S e t t l e m e n t 

Date(s) of Alteration(s): N/A 

Has building been moved? LJ yes LS no. If so, when? 

6. Statement of significance: 

e significance of these little houses lies not in their individual features, but for their contribution to 
the rich urban fabric of this historic district. The Barre Circle area in which they are located is made up 
primarily of buildings similar to these in size, date, and materials. There was a lot of housing in this area 
for the families of factory workers employed in the industrial and warehouse districts located nearby around 
the harbor. Their small size and lack of decoration reflects the simple lifestyle of those people who 
probably walked the few blocks to those factories. 

These houses hold special significance within this area for they are located on one of the few open green 
spaces m this part of Baltimore. Otterbein Street, a small alley-like street, is the only access to this 
little park and these four houses (our three and one other in the row) are the only ones which face on to it 
Thus, it seems to us that their primary significance is the fact that they are the only formal elements which 
make this open space a park rather than simply a conmunal backyard. 

7. Photographs and maps, 

ch photographs and maps to application. 

Continuation sheets attached: d y e s [^ no 
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National Register and Baltimore City Historic Districts (Page 1) 

Barre Circle National Register Historic District 

W. Sarre Street 
Boyd Street 

W. Lombard Street 
KcHenry Street 
Otterbein Street 

W. Pratt Sc reet 
Ramsay S t ree t 
Ryan Street 
Scott St reet -. 

1013- 1056 

8.1 6-8481 
732-780 
202-318 
761-779 
748-766 
743-749 
102-130 

1017-1063 
829-351 
819-849 
737-757 

753-761 

103-343 

BoltonHill Baltimore City and National Register Historic District 

Sol ton Place 
Bo 1 ton Street 
3 reva rd S treet 
Ca thed ra1 S treet 
Dolphin Lane 
Do 1 ph i n S treet 
Eu taw PI ace 
John Street 
Jo rdan S t reet 

W. Lafayette Street 
W. Lanvale itreet 

Lauren s i t reet 
Linden Avenue 
Linden G reen 
Mason Street 
McMechen Street 
Mosher St ree t 

W. Mount Royal Avenue. 
W. North Avenue 

Park Avenue 
Robert Street 
Rutter Street 
Wilson Street 

202-212 
1200- 1336 
1434-1532 

1400 
232-236 
100-300 

1200-2102 
1204-1436 

1 10-310 
116-310 
206-240 
1700-1734 
1 300-1310 
1400-1420 
1-20-250 

104 
1200-1600 

1 100-1 753 
250-260 
1302-1402 
156-250 

Butchers Hill Baltimore City Historic District 

2102-2240 E. Baltimore Street 
N. Chester Street 
N. Patterson Park Avenue 
S. Patterson Park Avenue 

Butchers Hill National Register Historic District 

E. Baltimore Street 
Boye r Street 

N. Castle Street 
S. Castle S tree t 
S. Chapel St ree t 

2000-2300 
2122-2214 

6-130 . 
10 2-134 

4-32 

201 
1201 

217 
1839 

1201-1925 
1203-1431 
1401-1421 
117-309 
117-241 

1227-1735 
1301-1311 

1401 
121-301 
121-307 

709-1001 
1101-1741 
251-26T 

201-213 

2101 -2237 
5-9 

1919-2237 
221 1-2219 

5-127 
5-203 
5-115 
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BARRE CIRCLE 

National Register of Historic Places 1/10/83 
Certified Historic District for Tax Incentives (NR) 

Description: 

The Barre Circle Historic District is an urban district comprising 
approximately 200 structures, located in the western section of 
Baltimore City. The district is characterized by highly unified 
and consistent blocks of brick rowhouses, most of which were con­
structed between ca. 1850 and the Civil War, with some blocks and 
groups representing later dates into the early 20th century. These 
buildings are generally two bays wide, uniformly narrow (12-14 feet 
and from two to three stories in height, with low-pitched gable 
or shed roofs and small back buildings. They are most notably 
unpretentious and devoid of all but the most minimal ornament; oro-
jecting brick courses or belts, segmental-arched openings and simple 
bracketed cornices of wood or tin occasionally apoear , but the over­
all impression evoked by these buildings is one of remarkable aus­
terity, consistent with their origins as quickly-constructed hous­
ing for the burgeoning masses of blue-collar workers attracted 
by the booming industrial development of the adjacent areas which 
began in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Significance 

The Barre Circle Historic District is significant for its archi­
tecture and for its association with the industrial development of 
Baltimore City. Its cohesive stroetscapes of modest, unadorned 
brick rowhouses reflect the architectural response to Baltimore's 
rapid industrial expansion in the mid-19th century, and typify 
urban workers' housing of the period. In the context of Baltimore' 
mid-19th century neighborhoods, Barre Circle is unusual in the con­
sistently unpretentious character of its architecture, which reflec 
the historic social homogeneity of the area; whereas other rowhouse 
neighborhoods housed a mixture of white- and blue-collar workers, 
the managerial class and their more elaborate dwellings - were, and 
are, conspicuously absent from Barre Circle. 
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316 Otterbein Street 
Block 285 Lot 087 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore West Quad. 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 


