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(3) For preliminary ceterminations:

A. The siatus of the nomination for the prcpcr:ﬂ"lis‘aric districts
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—Nemination will be susmitted to the State review 30273 Within Tweive monins.
____Nemination process likely will e comzletec within tnirty montds.

____"tn:' explain:

S. Evaluation of tne property:
Praperty is ingivicually eiigidle and mests National Register Criteria for Zvaluation

D'Q“'-"W s iocated within a potential registered gistrict that mes=ts Natonal Register

Criteria for Svaluation

A B c Exceprions:
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DCSCRIPTION OF DISTRICT (cont.,)

or belts, segmental-arched openings and simple bracketed
cornices cf wcod or tin occasionally appear, but the cverall
impression evoked by these buildings is one of remarkable
austerity, consistent with their origins as quickly-constructed
hcusincg for the burceoning masses of blue-collar workers
attracted by the booming industrial development of the adjacent
areas which began in the mid 19th Century.
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DEC 19 1885 HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION E L“"'Z
PART 1 — EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE
NPS Office Use Only

MARYLAND HISTORKAL Project Number:

TRUST

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully betore completing application. No certification will be made unless a completed apphication form has
peen received, Use typewriter or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets.

318 Otterbein Street

1. Name of property:
318 Otterbein Street

Address of property: -
Baltimore County state ___MD Zip Code 21230

City

N 6F Rirtoric distria Barre Circle Historic District

é National Register district [ certitied state or local district O potential historic district

2. Check nature of request:

(3 certification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabilitation.

[J certification that the structure or building and, where appropriate, the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes 1o
the significance of the above-named histaric district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes.

O cortification that the building Jdows not contnibute to thoe signilicence of the above nemaed district.

a praliminary determination Tor indivadual hsting in the National Hogiste
preliminary deternunution that g bulding located within o potential histonic district contnibutes 10 the ngniticance ol the district.
preliminary determination that 8 building outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance ol the district.

3. Authorized project contact:

Name David Robbins Title Owner/Architect

sweet 4907 Edmondson Avenue City Baltimore

State Maryland Zip._ 21229 Telephone Number (during day): _{301) 566-4243
4. Owner:

name__Pa8Vvid Robbins, Katherine Robbins, Tracy Back

sweet_ 4907 Edmondson Avenue cay__Baltimore

swre _Maryland zip 21229 Telephone Number (during day): (301) 566-4243

| hereby attest that the information | have provlded/i's, to the best of my knowladge, correct, a
=]
- / / -.I.'.::-—

Owner’s Signature - g O

thapbq n the above-named property.

~Date ’f u sc

T

._L

Social Security Number or {D(Da\l'el Identification Number

NPS Office Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the "'Historic Preservation Certification Application — Part 1" for the above-named property and hereby deter-
mines that the property:

[J contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a “certified historic structure” for the purpose of rehabilitation.
contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a “'certified historic structure” for a charitable contribution for conservation pur-
poses in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980.

[j dons not contribute to the signiticance ol the above named district,

Pralirminery Determinustions:

L] oppaurs 10 mout tha Nationul Heglster Criteria for Evaluation and will likely ba histerd in the National Hegister of Historic Plsces it namanated by the
State Histonic Preservation Ohee sccording 10 the procedures sat forth in 38 CFR Part 60.

] does not appeer to meet the National Registar Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Reqister

& appears to contribute 10 the significance of a potential historic district, which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places it
nominated by the State Historic Preservation Officer,

0 appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the
National Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS,
does not appear to qualify os a certified historic structure,

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service Ottice




HISTORIC PRESERVATION NPS Office Use Only
CERTIFICATION APPLICATION= (o

Property Name PART 1 ‘l
™2 Otterbein Street

sarty Address | L.[ fH 1_
David Robbins/ (e Katherine Robbins/ MMM, Tracy Eock AN =
Owner Name/Socisl Security or Taxpayer |D Number

6. Description of physical appearancs:

This project consists of three small unpainted brick townhouses located within a registered histroric distric.
Each of these two story buildings is alike except the plan of the end unit (318) is reversed. They stand
together on a smll alley street in a row with one other unit. The buildings had all been abandoned for several
years; open and exposed to the elements. There were few doors or windows remining, the stairs had all collapsed,
and the interiors were completely destroyed. The tar and felt roofs are almost flat, sloping gently to the rear.
These needed to be completely rebuilt.

These houses are so plain and simple that they do not fit any particular architectural style. The facades
(both front and rear) have two untrimmed windows on the second floor and another window and a door on the first
floor. The lintels on the top were unadorned wood on 314 and 316; the ones at 318 had been replaced with
metal and brick. The plans are rectangular; two roams up, two rooms down with a stair dividing them in the
middle. There were no surviving original interior finish materials. All walls and ceilings were undecorated
plaster, no trim,

Circa 1880 Sourceof Date: __ Litle Search At Settlement
N/A

Date of Construction:

Datels) of Alteration(s):

Has building been moved? ] yes ﬁ no, If so, when?

Statement of significance:

The significance of these little houses lies not in their individual features, but for their contribution to
the rich urban fabric of this historic district. The Barre Circle area in which they are located is made up
primarily of buildings similar to these in size, date, and materials. There was a lot of housing in this area
for the families of factory workers employed in the industrial and warehouse districts located nearby around
the harbor. Their smll size and lack of decoration reflects the simple lifestyle of those people who
probably walked the few blocks to those factories.

These houses hold special significance within this area for they are located on one of the few open green
spaces in this part of Baltimore. Otterbein street, a smll alley-like street, is the only access to this
little park and these four houses (our three and one other in the row) are the only ones which face on to it.
Thus, it seems to us that their primary significance is the fact that they are the only formal elements which
make this open space a park rather than simply a communal backyard.

7. Photographs and maps,

Attach photographs and msps to application,

Continuation sheets attached: (] yes Xno
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National Register and Baltimore City Historic Districts (Page 1)

Barre Circle National Register Historic District

. W.

Barre Street 1018-1056 1017-1063
Boyd Street 829-851
W. Lombard Street 816-8L8Y 819-849
McHenry Street 732-780 I37=757
Qtterbein Street 202-318 _
W. Pratt Screet 761-779
Ramsay Street 748-766 153-761
Ryan Str:et 743-749
Scott Street 102-130 103-343
Bolton Hill Baltimore City National Register Historic Districse
S5citon Place 202-212 201-217
Bolton Street 1200-1836 1201-1839%
Brevard Streect 1434-1532
Cathedral Street 1400
Dolphin Lane 232-236
Dolphin Street 100-300 ¢
Eutaw Place 1200-2102 1201=-1925
John Street 1204-1436 1203=-1431
Jordan Street 1401-1421
W. Lafayett2 Street 110-310 117-309
W. Lanvale itre=et 116-310 117-241
Laurens itreet 206-240
Linden Ava2nue 1700-1734 1227-17358
Linden Graan 1300-1310 1301-1311
Mason Street 1400-1420 14C1
McMechen Streat 1120-250 121-301
Mosher Street 104 121-307
W. Mount Royal Avenue 1200-1600
W. Noerth Avenue 709-1001
Park Avenue 1100-1758 1101-1741
Robert Straet 250-260 251-261
Rutter Streeat 1302-140Q2
Wilson Street 156-250 201-213
Butchers Hill Baltimore City Historic District
E. Baltimore Street 2102-2240 2101-2237
N. Chester Street 5-9
N. Patterson Park Avenue 2
S. Patterson Park Avenue 2
Butchers Hill National Register Historic District
E. Baltimore Street 2000-2300 1919-2237
Boyer Street 2122-2214 2211=-2219
N. Castle Street 6-130 . 5-127
S. Castle Street 102-134 5-203

S. Chapel Street h+32 =115
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BARRE CIRCLE

National Register of Historic Places 1/10/83
Certified Historic District for Tax Incentives (NR)

Description:

The Barre Circle Historic District is an urban district comprising
approximately 200 structures, located in the western section of
Baltimore City. The district is characterized by highly unified
and consistent blocks of brick rowhouses, most of which were con-
structed between ca. 1850 and tho Civil War, with some blocks and
groups representing later dates into the early 20th century. These
buildings are generally two bays wide, uniformly narrow (12-14 feet),
and from two to three stories in height, with low-pitched gable

or shed roofs and small back buildings. They are most notably
unpretentiousand devoid of all but the most minimal ornament; oro-
jecting brick courses or belts, segmental-~arched openings and simple
bracketed cornicesof wood or tin occasionally apvear, but the over-
all impression evoked by these buildings is one of remarkable aus-
terity, consistent with their origins as quickly-constructed hous-
ing for the burgeoning masses of blue-collar workers attracted

by the booming industrial development of the adjacent areas which
began in the mid-nineteenth century.

Significance

The Barre Circle Historic District is significant for its archi-
tecture and for its association with the industrial development of
Baltimore City. 1Its cohesive strcetscapes of modest, unadorned

brick rowhouses reflect the architectural response to Baltimore's
rapid industrial expansion in the mid-19th century, and typify

urban workers' housing of the period. 1In the context of Baltimore's
mid-19th century neighborhoods, Barre Circle is unusual in the con-
sistently unpretentious character of its architecture, which reflects
the historic social homogeneity of the area; whereas other rowhouse
neighborhoods housed a mixture ouf white- and blue-collar workers,

the managerial class and their more elaborate dwellings - were, and
are, conspicuously absent from Barre Circle.
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Block 285 Lot 088
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