Survey No. B-4253

- - Maqi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic American Tobacco Company Building
and/or common
2. Location
street & number 10-14 East Barre Street —__not for publication
city, town Baltimore ____ vicinity of congressional district
state Maryland county
- - L]
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —_ public ____ occupied —__ agriculture ____ museum
_X_building(s) _X_ private _X_ unoccupied ____commercial ___park
___ structure —_both —_work in progress — educational ____ private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment religious
___ object ____in process ____ yes: restricted —___government ____scientific
— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ____ industrial — transportation
___not applicable X no ___ military X _other: Vacant

4- Owner Of Pl'opel'ty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name
street & number telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore City Courthouse e
street & number North Calvert Street folio
city, town Baltimore state

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date — federal __state ___county ___ local

Jepository for survey records

city, town state




7- Description Survey No.

B-4253

Condition Check one Check one

—x- excellent ___deteriorated _X_ unaltered _X_ original site

_— good — ruins ____altered — _moved date of move
— fair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its

various elements as it exists today.

The American Tobacco Company Building is located on Barre Street
between the Marburg Building and the McCormick. It is four bays wide
and nine stories high. Loading docks are located on the first floor

level. A corner stone identifies the building, the architect and

date of construction. Although most of the windows have been altered,

the second floor windows retain iron mullions resembling lonic columns.
The ninth floor of the building features corbelled brick work and iron
brackets. The interior of the structure is well integrated with the
Marburg Building, since it was built as an addition to this structure,
fourteen years after it was built.



8. Significance Survey No. B-4253

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-14%9 ____ archeology-historic —_conservation —law — science

-1500-1599 ____ agriculture —__ economics — literature — sculpture

- —1600-1699 ____ architecture —_ education — military — social/

— 1700-1799 __ art —_engineering —__music humanitarian

—___1800-1899 _X commerce —__ exploration/settiement ____ philosophy ____theater

_X 1900~ —__ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
— invention —___ other (specify)

Specific dates ¢ 1901 Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The American Tobacco Company bought both Marburg and Brothers and
Gail & Ax in the 1890’s, and built this building as an addition to the
Marburg building on Charles Street. It was designed by J. E. Laferty
just fourteen years after the Marburg building, yet it is more
representative of Commercial Style architecture with large window
openings creating a less massive appearance. It is much less
decorative than the Marburg Building, yet narrow, cast iron lonic
columns between windows on the second floor, iron brackets near the
roof line which may have supported a flag pole, and corbelled brick
work add relief to an otherwise unornamented facade. The interior of
the building is compatible to the Marburg Building.

While under the ownership of the American Tobacco Company, the
buildings were partially used to make tin containers for tobacco
products. This enterprise diversified into the manufacture of
decorated tin packaging for other products. Soon this division of the
company became an independent entity under the name of the Tin
Decoration Company. By 1914, the Tin Decorating Company moved to
canton and became one of Baltimore’s most notable companies for the
next half century. The Marburg Building and American Tobacco Company
were occupied by a variety of manufacturing companies until 1955, when
they were acquired by McCormick and Company.

See also B-1001, McCormick and Company form.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No. B-4253

See McCormick & Company survey form B-1001.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property __less than 1 acre

Quadrangle name _ Baltimore East Quadrangle scale _1:24000

UTM References

AL L

do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The urban lot upon which it stands.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state N/A code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
name/title Ronald L. Andrews
organization Maryland Historical Trust date May 2, 1989
street & number 21 State Circle telephone  974-5000
city or town Annapolis atnte Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory

was officially created by

an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights,

Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House

21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

return to:

PS-2746
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BALI'TMOR FRITAGE

Preserving And Planning [ .S eI For Baltimore’s Future

March 1, 1989 Rp(,
Mr.Rodney Little Map 5 D
State Historic Preservation Officer My Ry 298
Maryland Historical Trust U, "
21 State Circle Tp,,Q;SrO%

" Ay

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
Dear Mr. Little:

As president of Baltimore Heritage, Inc., the Baltimore City Committee of the
Maryland Historical Trust, | am formally requesting a Determination of Eligibility
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places for the McCormick Light
Street Industrial Plant. Baltimore Heritage, through our attorney, John Murphy,
has requested that the Maryland Historical Trust investigate whether any state
permit or licensing is needed for the Rouse Company to demolish these buildings.
If state action is necessary, we hope that the Maryland Historical Trust will be
involved in reviewing this demolition proposal, therefore, a formal determination
of eligibility is warranted for this property.

In December, | sent Ron Andrews materials on the McCormick property for his
opinion on eligibility (see his enclosed reply). | am now enclosing additional
information on the building, which | feel provides the needed documentation to
determine the property eligible for listing in the National Register.,

Since this project is proceeding rapidly through our appeal process, we hope that
this request will be handied in a timely matter. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Jud B Dobers,

Fred B. Shoken,
President

\/ <. Ron Andrerss Also serving as the Baltimore City Committee of the Maryland Historical Trust

24 West Saratoga Street/ Baltimore, Maryland 21201
301-685-2886




G-4367
William Donald Schaefer
Governor

Jacqueline H. Rogers
Secretary, DHCD

23 December 1988

Mr. Fred Shoken _
President, Baltimore Heritage, Inc.
24 West Saratoga Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201

Dear Fred:

I have reviewed the materials on the McCormick Complex. I believe
that the Marburg Tobacco Warehouse at 429 South Charles Street is eligible under
criterion C for its architectural character and criterion A for association
with the tobacco industry in Baltimore. The other two buildings are not so
easy to judge. The American Tobacco Building on Barre Street may also be eligible,
at least under criterion A, but I have too little information to give a more
specific answer.

Lack of information is also the problem with evaluating the McCormick
Building on Light Street. Claims that the structure was the largest concrete
building south of New York, the second largest building in Baltimore, and the
largest building in the world devoted to the importation and manufacture of
spices and related products are made in the form but without footnotes or other
references to the sources of information. My leaning is toward eligibility
but like the American Tobacco Building, without more information, particularly
evaluative in nature, I can not be more specific.

Sincerely,

Ko

Ronald L. Andrews
National Register Administrator

RLA/pc

cc: Mr. J. R. Little

Horidnnd .

Department of Housing Sand Community Development
Shaw House, 21 State Circle. Annapolis, Maryland 21401 (301) 974-5000
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