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17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
~ Excel lent 

0 Altered 

0 Gaod O Foi r 

(Check One) 

~ Unolterecf 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorate d 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If lcnown) PHYSICAL APPEAR .orNCE 

B-Y3 

0 Ruins 0 Une><posed 

(Che ck One) 

0 Moved ~ Origina l Site 

Goucher Hall , the first structure of the college , was built i n 
the architectural harmony with the adjacent·First Methodist 
Episcopa1 Church which was des"igned by Stanford White on the 
gener al model of San Vitale in Ravenna. Goucher Hall was de
signed by Charles L . Carson . The three story and basement 
structure was built at the cost of $130,000 , in the shape of 
the letter "E" as a memorial to Dr . Goucher ' s daughter, El e anor. 
It was erected one hundred feet back from the street so as to 
allow room for a campus . The cornerstone was laid by Dr . John 
Franklin Goucher in October , 1886 . 

The Romanesque building is constructed of ashlar~faced granite . 
The main eastern facade is symmetrical , with three projecting 
sections. The large central bay is three stories high , flanked 
on each side by a recessed two and one- half story wing with a 
projecting circular bay . The doorway in the center section has 
a portico with three Romanesque arches . . The first floo r win
dows are rectangular; the second floor has round- arched win
dows , with the central section containing one large· window . . 
flanked by a smaller one on each side. The slate roof is 
pitched , having a conical shape above each side bay. There 
are two dormer windows , one on each recessed wing . There a re 
two large chimneys in the central section , and one chimney on 
each side . 

The north side of the building has a protruding semicircular 
porch with two pillars and two pilas t ers ; there is a stained 
glass window over the door. 

In the west, or rear, of the building , the central portion 
again projects , but the side portions are flat. There are 
three stories all along the rear, since the basement is a full 
one. The south end of the structure is flat, facing on a nar
row alley next to the chur·ch. All in all, this very massive 
and solid looking Hall complements the earlier church struc
ture which has already been entered on the National Register. 
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fB· SI GNIFICANCE 

PERIOO (Check One or More•• A ppropriate) 

0 P re -Columbion l 0 16th Ce nrury 

0 15th c .. ntury 0 l71h Ce ntury 

0 . 18th Cent ury 

Q9 19th Century 

SPECI F IC OA T Elsi (If Applicable e nd Known) 1886-88 
A REAS OF SIGNIFIC A NCE (Checlc One Of More •• App~prlate) 

Aborig inal 

0 P rehistoric 

0 Hi s toric 

O Agriculture 

0 Archite cture 

0 Art 

O Commerce 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

:K) E duca fi.on 

Q Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Inven tion 

0 landscape 

Arc:hi le cture 

0 Literature 

Q Military 

O Music: 

0 Poli!ical 

0 Re ligion/ Phi. 

los ophy 

llScience 

Q Sculpture 

~ So.cial/ Humon-

itorion 

0 Theoter 

0 T ronsportotion 

-

0 20th Century 

0 Urban P lanning 

0 Ot her (Specify) 

Goucher Hall, currently called the Red Cross Bu~lding , was the 
first building erected of Goucher College, one of the pioneer 
institutions· for higher learning for women . A committee of 
the Baltimore An.nual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was established in 1881 to combat educational conser
vatism agains t higher·aducation for women by considering the 
creation of a Conference Seminary. As a result, Dr . John 
Franklin Goucher , the pastor of the First Methodist Church in 
Baltimore, proposed the formation of a working committee , 
chaired by Dr . John B . Van Meter, editor· of The Baltimore 
Methodist, to esta.blish the Baltimore Conference Seminary . 

In 1883 , Dr. Goucher donated appr.oximately three quarters of 
an acre of land on St . Paul Street adjacent to his church for 
the first building . His gift was given in recognition of the 
urgent demand for some adequate pr_ovision w.hereby the daugh
ters of Christian parents may have an opportunity to secure 
higher e ducation. The Conference was to secure $175 , 000 dur
ing 1884-85 to be used for other buildings and as a ~ucle·us 
of an endowment. By 1884 , it was .decided to establish a 
college rather than a seminary. 

Identified first as The Woman ' s College of Baltimore City, the 
name was shortened to The Women 's College of Baltimqre in 1890 
ahd to Goucher College in 1910 . The college opened in t he 
fall of 1888 under the presidency of William Hersey Hopkins, 
Ph.D., former president o f St . John ' s College in Annapolis. 
The first faculty consisted of eight members and t here were 
forty-eight students . 

Although Dr . Goucher had declined the invitation to become 
the fl..rst president, he accepted in 1890 and became the Col
lege ' s second p~esident . His eighteen years in office was a 
period of r apid growth for the College. 

(See Continuation Sheet No . 1) 
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.. D-J.~e 

Name 

Orlando Ridout , IV 
ATTEST: 

' 

Title State Historic Preservatior . 
Officer I 
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I 

John Franklin Goucher was born in Pennsylvania in 1845 , graduated 
from Dickinson College in 1848 and earned his M.A . in 1 872 , 
Doctorate of Divinity in 1885 and Doctorate of Laws in 1889 . In 
1887, he married .Mary Fisher , whose family lived at Alto Dale, a 
farm near Pikesville, Mar yland . As a result of contri bitions of 
not less than half a million dollars to foreign missions of the 
Methodis~ Episcopal Church , awards were conferred on Dr. Goucher 
by the Emperor of Japan and the President of China . The awards 
represented the highest distinction which a civilian may receive 
in these countries . Dr . Goucher served as President of the Board 
of Trustees of Morgan College in Baltimore for thirty- nine years . 
He was the author of four books published between 1903 and 1911 . 
At one time his donations to The Woman ' s.College of Baltimore were 
nearly half of its total assets . 

By 1892 the Trustees had purchased six acres in the neighborhood 
and in the ensuing years erected almost a dozen buildings and 
dormatorie s as wel l as .a home for the President . In 1921, plans 
were announced by President William W. Guth to move the college 
to Towson, Maryland , because the facilities i n to\·m were no long
er adequate and the neighborhood had become too congested . The 
move· to a suburban campus on three hundred thir.ty acres of farm
land was accomplished in the 1940 's and 50 ' s . The Baltimore 
Chapter of the American Red Cross has occupied ~he building since 
.that time . 
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B-43 
Hearing and Speech Agenc (R 2200 Saint Paul Street Y ed Cross Building, Goucher Hall) 

Block 3819 Lot 016 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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