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423-425-427 W. Saratoga Street
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3. Classification
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4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
See attached sheet
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Baltimore City Courthouse

city, town state and z,:';pncode
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Baltimore

courthouse, regisiry of deeds, etc. liber
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city, town state
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title
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7. Description Survey No.  B-4404

™

Condition Check one eck one

— excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaltered —__original site

% _ good —ruins X aitered — moved date of move
—_fair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today,.

Resource Count: 3

This row of two-bay, three-and-one-half-story rowhouses was
constructed as a single project. There is no seam in the brick
work between the units. Nonetheless, the different alterations to
the units makes it easier to discuss the row in two parts: that
pertaining to #423 and that pertaining to #425-427.

#423 West Saratoga Street

This circa 1840 brick, stretcher bond, gable roofed building
is two bays wide and three-and-one-half stories high. It is part
of what was originally a six-bay, three unit speculative row.
Unlike its row neighbors to the west, this unit is virtually
intact. The building faces north on W. Saratoga Streets, and abuts
a separate partywall structure to the east. The street frontage is
17’ and the depth is 56°’.

The first story is three bays wide. Two 6/6 sash windows are
in the first two bays. The lintels have been covered by a metal
band running cross the facade. The entrance is in the third bay.
It is elevated above a four-step marble stoop. The entry vestibule
no longer has its outer doors. The inner doors are narrow wood
double doors with Italianate panels of peaked molding at the top
with an elongated panel in the middle and a square panel at the
bottom. The doors are framed ny doric pilasters supporting a plain
entablature and shallow wood molding cornice. The peeling paint
reveals that the brick was originally painted red with white
pencilling.

The second and third stories are two bays wide. The windows
all have splayed brick jack arches and stone sills. The second
story has elongated openings filled with modern 1/1 modern sash
windows and a "transom" below the sash. The third story windows
have 6/6 sash.

A double brick stringcourse runs between the third and attic
story. A metal band runs above this stringcourse. The attic story
has two eyebrow windows. Each window is a pair of single light
casements. A metal projecting cornice has one wood bracket at the
far east end.

The cellar has two windows with brick splayed jack lintels and
stone sills.

The back, south wall of the building is partially visible from
a rear alley. The first story of the main building has a 6/6 sash
window in the east bay. A back building extends from the west bay.
There is a suspended frame addition hanging off the second and
third stories. The attic has eyebrow windows. There is a two-
brick corbelled cornice. A chimney rises over the east bay.
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423-425-427 West Saratoga Street
Baltimore, MD

Section 7 Description

7.1

The back building extends from the west bay of the main
building and is two-stories high and one bay long; it then juts out
to be two bays wide, two bays long and two stories high. The east
wall has 4/4 sash windows with wood sills. The 1lintels are
vertical brick on the second story and wood bands on the third.
The south wall is blank and parged. The shed roof has a corbelled
cornice.

435-427 West Saratoga Street

This circa 1840 brick, stretcher bond, gable roofed building
is two bays wide and three-and-one-half stories high. It is part
of what was originally a six-bay, three unit speculative row.
Unlike its row neighbors to the west, this unit is virtually
intact. The building faces north on W. Saratoga Streets, and abuts
a separate partywall structure to the east. The street frontage is
17’ and the depth is 56°’.

The first story is three bays wide. Two 6/6 sash windows are
in the first two bays. The lintels have been covered by a metal
band running cross the facade. The entrance is in the third bay.
It is elevated above a four-step marble stoop. The entry vestibule
no longer has its outer doors. The inner doors are narrow wood
double doors with Italianate panels of peaked molding at the top
with an elongated panel in the middle and a square panel at the
bottom. The doors are framed ny doric pilasters supporting a plain
entablature and shallow wood molding cornice. The peeling paint
reveals that the brick was originally painted red with white
pencilling.

The second and third stories are two bays wide. The windows
all have splayed brick jack arches and stone sills. The second
story has elongated openings filled with modern 1/1 modern sash
windows and a "transom" below the sash. The third story windows
have 6/6 sash.

A double brick stringcourse runs between the third and attic
story. A metal band runs above this stringcourse. The attic story
has two eyebrow windows. Each window is a pair of single light
casements. A metal projecting cornice has one wood bracket at the
far east end.

The cellar has two windows with brick splayed jack lintels and
stone sills.
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423-425-427 West Saratoga Street
Baltimore, MD

Section 7 Description

7.2

The back, south wall of the building is partially visible from
a rear alley. The first story of the main building has a 6/6 sash
window in the east bay. A back building extends from the west bay.
There is a suspended frame addition hanging off the second and
third stories. The attic has eyebrow windows. There is a two-
brick corbelled cornice. A chimney rises over the east bay.

The back building extends from the west bay of the main
building and is two-stories high and one bay long; it then juts out
to be two bays wide, two bays long and two stories high. The east
wall has 4/4 sash windows with wood sills. The lintels are
vertical brick on the second story and wood bands on the third.
The south wall is blank and parged. The shed roof has a corbelled
cornice. :
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Period . Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—— prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric community planni sem
e ng ___ landsca i
—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation — law a architeclureﬁ ;eclllegri\c;
: :500—1 599 __ agriculture —_economics — literature — sculpture
— ! ggg_—-: gss X__ architecture — education — military social/
~— g ng = art — engineering __music humanitarian
= i —__ commerce . — exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater
o — communications Sren !ndust_ry — politics/government ___ transportation
—__ invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect unknown
check: Applicable Criteria: _A Baarlle D
and/or T
Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state _Xlocal

Prepare both a summary paragraph of si

S gnificance and a general statement of history and

This six-bay, three-and-one-half-story building is a good
example of speculative residential construction along Saratoga
Street during the mid nineteenth century. The building’s style and
massing are representative of the late nineteenth-century rowhouses
and partywall structures on the block. The height of the building
is typical for the block: most of the units rose to three or four
stories. The ratio of height to width suggests increasing land
values: affording only a narrow frontage, the owner’s impulse was
to build taller and maximize the value of the lot. The
construction of partywall, two-bay double houses was a common way
of limiting the amount of financial risk to the speculative
builder, since the amount of money invested was minimized by the
relative smallness of the project. The small amount of space
within these houses is also indicative of the status of the
laboring class whose means, however modest, permitted them to
purchase homes.

These buildings are unusual, however, in that they appear to
have been originally dedicated solely to residential use. There is
no commercial storefront at street level, nor is there a separate
first -story entrance. The attached back buildings also indicate
residential use.

Late Greek-Revival/Early Victorian details are still visible.
The eyebrow windows in the top story are hallmarks of the Greek
Revival period. Other details, however, play up the early
Italianate tastes, such as the elongated windows in the second
story. Unit #423 has been hardly modified. The entrance retains
its period recessed doorway with Italianate trim and original
double door. The first story has not been altered for commercial
purposes and the interior is still used as rental housing.

In contrast to the relatively pristine state of #423, the
units 3425-427 have been substantially altered on the first story.
The two units have been combined into one, and circa 1920s display
windows, bowed fronts, and two-color brick create a commercial
storefront. The commercial opportunities of the corner location is
taken advantage of by repositioning the entrance to the clipped
corner.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No$b- L\ m\

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references

A B

O T T T T Lod L s b La by |y

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
O T T I -3 O I I T T L
T T T T FILIIllJLLlIl Ll

I | Lot ] | | |

GL_]_HI: L ] ] L T O A T T Lo

Verbal boundary description and justification
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title

organization date
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.
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return to: Maryland Historical Trust DHCP/DHCD
Shaw House 100 COMMUNITY PLACE
21 State Circle CROWNSVILLE,MD 21032-2023
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 301-514-7600

(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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4. Property Owners

423 West Saratoga Street
Carmello Liberto

420 Overbrook Road
Baltimore MD 21228

425-427 West Saratoga Street
Jerry Ely

425-427 W. Saratoga Street
Baltimore MD 21201
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA
HISTORIC CONTEXT:
Geographic Organization:

Piedmont

Chronological/Developmental Period:
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, 1815-1870

Historic Period Themes:
Architecture
Economics

Resource Type:
Building

Historic Environment:
Urban

Historic Function and Use:

Residental

Known Design Source:
None
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