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1. Name (indicate preferred name)
Monument Street/629-631 N. Howard Street

historic 227 W.
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Baltimore
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3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
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object —in process ____yes: restricted government —_scientific
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Maryland Historical Society

name
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e MD—2126%
city, town Baltimor state and zip code
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deedspelq.+ jmore City Courthouse 1 ibeJErCZl‘?l
street & number 100 N. Calvert Street, Room 610 foﬁﬁs
) ) MD
city, town galtlmore state

6. Representation in Existing nuistorical surveys

title

date — federal ___ state ___ county ___ local
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Y Description Survey No. B-4429

=

Condition Check one Check one

X _ excellent ___ deteriorated *___ unaltered £ original site

S gc?od ____ruins ___ altered ___moved date of move
—__ fair —__ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Resource Count: 1

This circa 1915 commercial block building faces west on N.
Howard Street, north on Monument Street and south on Druid Hill
Avenue and east to a parking lot. The legal street address is 227
W. Monument Street, but the majority of 'the store fronts face
Howard Street. The building is 28’6" facing Monument Street and
150’7" facing Howard.

The two-story, brick building was built as a single commercial
block with eight separate Howard Street store fronts (#629 through
#643) and one Monument Street store front. The individual store
fronts are unified by the horizontal lines of the second story
facade with a peaked gable parapet along the flat roof and bricks
laid in simple geometric patterns typical of the early Art Deco
period.

The Howard Street first-story facade is a series of eight
store fronts with large plate glass display windows and transoms
punctuated by angled, recessed entryways. All the fenestration is
presently boarded up. Vertically laid bricks outline the border of
the openings. There are slight variations in the rhythm of the
fenestration of each store front; some have doors flanked by
display windows, others have side entrances with wider windows.
With the exception of the end units, all the store fronts have
slightly recessed entryways with pressed tin ceilings and deep
orange and white tiled vestibule floors. The entryway to #629
(southernmost unit) is boarded up flush to the facade and no
vestibule is discernable; a seam in the brick work indicates some
sort of alteration, although the brick and mortar match the rest of
the building. The entry to #643 is on the clipped corner of Howard
and Monument streets and has an overhanging second story.

The Howard Street facade of the second story has a row of sash
windows that are unevenly spaced in a thirteen-bay pattern. In the
center bays (numbers five through ten) are five tripartite windows.
Each tripartite window consists of a large 1/1 sash central window
flanked by narrower 1/1 sash windows. Four individual 1/1 sash
windows occupy bays one through four and bays eleven through
thirteen. The individual windows are not equidistant from one
another, but the overall effect is symmetrical. Vertically laid
pricks create geometric borders around the windows. A continuous
row of header bricks runs along between the tops of the second-
story windows reinforcing the horizontal lines of the building.

A projecting metal cornice runs along the facade and wraps
around to the Monument Street and Druid Hill Avenue facades as
well. The cornice has a cove molding that caps alternating panels
of recessed and ribbed panels of pressed metal. A parapet wall
rises above this cornice. The parapet has a peaked gable centered
on the facade. The bricks are laid in geometric diamond patterns.
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227 W. Monument/629-631 N. Howard Street
Baltimore, MD

Section 7 Description

s

The north wall of the building, facing Monument Street, is
three bays wide. The first story has the entrance to #643 in the
third, clipped bay on the corner. There is a boarded up display
window in the second bay, and a double door (#227 Monument St.) in
the first bay. The second story has one 1/1 sash window in the
first bay, a pair of 1/1 sash windows in the second, and one 1/1
sash in the third bay that overhangs the clipped corner.

The south wall of the building, facing Druid Hill Avenue, is
three bays wide. The first story has a display window in the first
(west) bay and a service door and window in the second and third
(east) bays. The east bay fenestration has two-brick solder
courses. All the openings are boarded up. The second story has a
small single light window in the first bay and a pair of 1/1 sash
windows in the second and third bays. The wall is topped by a 2
brick corbelled cornice.

The back, east wall is blank.
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The architectural jetails and massing of this two-story brick
puilding provide a good example of an early Art Deco two-part
commercial block. The low horizontal l1ines of the block are
accentuated by its great width and few stories, by the cornice and
peaked parapet wall, and by the rhythmic pattern of display and
second-story windows marching across the facade. The overall
aesthetic is one of simple geometric shapes, punctuated by white
tile accents. The first-story shops would have been used for
~etail and the second story could have been used for offices or
possibly light manufacturing.

In massing and details (such as the clipped corner,
rectilinear brick work, and the distinct second story set above
multiple first-story storefronts which have inset entrances) this
commercial block is similar to #20 N. Howard Street.) These two
examples are otherwise unique for their width-to-height ratio
within the commercial district. ’

The low height of this commercial building reveals the
changing commercial nature of the upper reaches of North Howard
street. Unlike the lower blocks where 1and values forced property
owners to build tall in order to maximize their narrow lots’
potential, in the upper reaches land values are lower and hence
intensification diminishes. This appears to be particularly true
during the early decades of the twentieth century, as evidenced
inthe 1and-consuming bus station down the block and the large
manufacturing block across the street. Additionally it is
significant to note the absence of any sort of residential
component to this building, indicating the demographic shift of the
Howard Street away from having a residential character along the
main street, (although residences persisted on the cross streets).
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11. Form Prepared By

AamoAille Diane Shaw, Architectural Historian

organization CHAP, Room 1037 date December 22, 1991
strest & namber 417 E. Fayette Street telephone 301-396-4866
city or town Baltimore state MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA

HISTORIC CONTEXT:

Geographic Organization:
Piedmont

Chronological/Developmental Period:
Industrial/Urban Dominance,

Historic Period Themes:
Architecture
Economics

Resource Type:
Building

Historic Environment:
Urban

Historic Function and Use:

Commercial

Known Design Source:
None

1870-1930

B-4429



REVISIONS

! House N? Changed on Lot |1 Per R S. C.5h. 1840A

t 14 k S.C fA C.
kot 14 Asop i R3S Rer BotA, C.Oh 2318

Leve ) f 2/9 Cons'p-He MuCnnnc.w PEHAPP C Sw. 9407
Lors 12/13Cons'DL DIY. Per AP P C 5H.9424

Lots 1/9,11, § 12/1% Con.Prn Ditos & PL.S;; C.51.87-244.

LOT I} DIV PER, DEED, BUB-DIV4 APP, C.SW.N-\15

NOTE: Tyson 5t or L«.r:wsu

B
| I
P! g
P! %
| -~
I 522 F
p--1 :
I
-
|8
| B W. MONUMENT ST
=
225
L__J 227 25 229 A a4 T i = B
. : 27" 18 FaL TR -3 ET T Floa=s Yy
I ) {a
I | o T
5 2 | 1 NI
'}W@®@@®@®® R0
|l ' ' L . ; ==l .:26. | o
| |
by | : | ‘ ; |/9 0 105OAc. | . i\
: I E a I %: ' J e
< | I
ty | | |
sl 3§ T o
'5_1% r f | | ' | 18510" oeo- _
s | E?I ﬂ 1 ’y . i i 4 AHcy T __T i
' : -"“c'r L ' 1 128-3" Decded VB kL McC- f ’_I
I D { ) 146(0) Alley ['f' _____ 1_1_5|_ ______ : 51
I E | 142-9%" te7 6" Téqmc., zo" e
| E | ; 3
[ | ot 0.377Ac P 3
| | ¢ 2l |2/ng :I ¥
| [ ?.’l 9
a— IBl'G' o-.-g
| | o B 176 &
[ a @
8 it Y
| [i] 2 1 . _é W L ﬁ darzre
i d\! 8 o.cnca?,m._:_._ ' j%‘ﬁ-am ™ T - ho
| gf 0.Mo2 Ac. = X
l O: =
L
4 SR
| 1 i \a2-9% .3cc! 221
F ' 330- v
@l .
5 W. CENTRE 3 BT
. | €|
- "
I ' r "
ro | .
] .
I ] B iy =¢
it E A ' 3 ! ' if - 3
3 N 'S 5

mcep 8y, Lo HOBAIN |
£ eHBAN
r‘rl.nln ar-'"S_J &'*"!jl

m‘m l&wmw suﬂvsﬂr "'*.?

EdHED BYL 2R [

=

1~4Lm

!
e

6*’4‘434{

Closcd b Ord #19, 411118

Seer NN' 352 501 515 ms
JFC |80-508,8° 15 57
SEBNIOL 37“,’?. 16-86

|

CAT4T-6LL,
B-2.5-G4

L

.

K Al =2e 0F
PAD 163D - 42p

N
Y

~"H Al NOTE: “H* A’nlo.*

Closed by an A of

Asumhlhof the

State o m--;lnnd,

Dec. Sess ion [g

Chmph.r !5

See-TK 285-433, 10- 21 mssa
JFC-180-504,8 26
SEB-N0Z- 315, 12-16-86

¢

- CITY OF aAl.‘rqunI. +
DEPARTMENT OF F
Hunw -oF PLa

=¥ - prOPERTY l.oeamﬁ




B-4429

629-631 N. Howard Street (227 W. Monument Street)
Block 0531, Lot 001 (Formerly lot 010)
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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