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11 ::;rj_r13: '' , lo~ ::;::.eJ in the '.JinJ sor ~ ~ill .to~d are.::. of we s t Baltimore 1 s Le aki n !-'ar k , 

· • .;c..s -.;.c \__..:. :. i..: r:c... ~.:: a.scribsc t '1e n i."!1eteenth century surroner residence of the Win.ans 

.. :a ·1il~· , ~so o .. this c ity . :i mansion , a stable-carriage house, a chapel, a honeymoon 

~o~~::e , ~ G~~abo , an~ ~ caret~ker ' s r esidence are among the structures still to be found 

on e st::.:.e g:rourds . 

i h;:. r.-.::.. i.1 buil.iing is an exa!"lpl e of mi d-century Victorian architecture, square in design 

~nJ native stone with wood tri.~ in cons~ruction . On the exterior, porches line the 

s i .le and rear portions of the s tructu:-e on the ground floor level, and an additional 

vetan<.is.- tj-p£; porch j uts fro:il the rear of the second story. The front entrance is post 

. 1 . ,:). _ -.... 1 . ' 1 . h"-
~ ~ _; in-r:.~ w:.., 1 si...:...: :i..g, ,,. rhe roof is marked by a hipped cupola observation post, and 

pe:;:.:..::.n :.- s:-i~.?3.i co.c::kes hang from the eaves. Second stoby windows are of ceiling to 

floor Jesign, allouing for ma.:-:irnw:1 s u.".ll:iert:ir.1e ventilation . 'rhe interior of the mansion 

is unres tored, its rooms serving i n office and residential capacity to park employees. 

'~he honsy.,;oon cottat;e , caretaker's r esidence , and s table are similarly of stone with wood 

t:-ir.1 , cornices ~ like1:ise er.ibelleshing the latter structure. The cupola, in an advanced 

s tage of dec 2.~' , is o.f wood , as is the well-pr e served redwood-stained chapel. 

As i nJica ted by various family recod.s , 11Crimea" was buil,t in the late 1850 ' s on 

land purcha se-1 b;i· '&or.w.s d.eKay Finans in 1855. The money for purchase and construction 

•·:<ls reportedl:;: gain3d as 2 ' result of the" Winans ' Russian rail.road venture, in which 

ms:nber s of th:: fa;il~· were cor:u~issioned by Czar Nicholas I to construct the Mose~-

·rhomas dei\o.y \ii nans was the son of the locally prominent rail magnate and state 

l egislator .r{oss Winans. Together, they amassed a considerable fortune and dabbled in 

invcnt io:is , r .,..o3uci n.::: , at one point, the r.iuch-ridiculed "cigar boat", its hull design a 

foref'un;ier oi· the one in use touay~ 

~:'..;1.:; t!:~ ~ivil Uar, the family wa s noted for its Southern SYl!lpathies, and Crimea 
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~nd<:. tcrrc::. , 

s~ . ._;::::s :.:-.:.:t p:-o?c:-7.:: , and pat-ri~rch 1\oss was event...:2-lly to fall vie tin to :::.:: 

.:.:·1-~s~ :: ·· ~-~-~--- t -~" ~is allebe-l s ecessionist tcnd.enc i es . 

01·r.1e::.·ship of the hone chan;:;eJ name through mc:.rri age , with the i nheritance o: th~ 

est<'.tc b:; .:.::l::ste ~:.'inans Hutton at the ::lea th or· her father, Thomas de ''a;r . The home 

r e.r.:.:.inc.: i.i i:::.t:.0:1 hands until acc;_uisition by the city i n 1;4S. 

Le~~in ?a:rk is na~ed af ter t he iial timor e philanthropist J . 1'1ilson I.ea.Y.in , donate:-

o.:' the fun:ls fo::: p~.r~~ land p:.:.rcha s e • 
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CRIMEA 

Leak1n Park c. 18$5 Architect: Unknown 

'Crimea, in the Windsor Mill Road area of Ieakin Park, was the summer estate 
of the Winans family. The estate was built by Thomas de Kay Winans, whose fami­
ly was commissioned by Czar Nicholas I to construct the Moscow-St. ~tersburg 
rail system. Crimea's namesake is a Russian peninsula. 

Thomas Winans was the son of Ross Winans, a locally prominent rail magnate 
and State legislator. The family constructed and navigated the derisively 
named ".Cigar Boat", a forerunner of the modern submarine. 

The Crimea mansion was constructed of indigenous stone and embellished with 
a cupola and large eave pendants. Porches line the side and rear of the house. 

:. 

The mansion is now an administration office ··'Of the Bureau of Parks and Recrea­
tion. 

A stable and chapel are among the original estate structures remaining 1n the 
park. 
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CRD1EA CHAPEL 

leakin Park c. 1855 Architect: U'nknown 

The r edwood stained chapel is the only ecclesiastical structure on the grounds 
of Crimea and one of the few examples of Carpenter Gothic architecture in the city. 
It is currently used for storage for park maintenance equipment. 



CRIME.A STABIES 

L9akin Park c. 1855 Architect: Unknown 

The stable is one of the original structures of the Crimean estate. Like 
the mansion, it was built of stone and embellished with over-sized eave pendants. 
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rhe Crimea 
Baltimore , Maryland 
photo: Ric Presky February 1987 
neg loc: Presky, Dept. of Rec. 

City of Baltimore 
View of the entry drive and the Gothic 
Revival Chapel from the south 
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The Crimea 
Baltimore , Maryland 
photo: Ric Presky February 1987 
neg loc: Presky , Dept. of Rec. 

City of Baltimore 
Inside the Gothic Revival Chapel looking 
at the altar with the transcept door to 
the right side of photo 
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The Crimea 
Baltimore , Maryland 
photo : Ric Presky February 1987 
neg loc: Presky, Dept . of Rec. 

City of Baltimore 
Carriage House/Stable from the SE 
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The Crimea 
Baltimore, Maryland 
photo: Lisa Jensen June 1987 
Neg loc: Preservation Consulting 

811 Hollins Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

View of the Mansion from the NE 
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