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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Original Two and a half stery stone, Georgian Celonial with Gothic dormer
windows. Back buildings, original material unknown., First floor interior,
2 large rooms flanking central stair and hall. Shaped like a reversed L,
the main section of the housé& overlooked Jones Falls to the east.
Alterations After a fire which gutted the interior, c. 1836, the house
was "rebuilt in the old walls". (1) Later, a new portico "with fluted
Doric columns and paneled roef replaced the older one and %giled terrace
extended along the entire front of the house. The two old Gothic dormers
in the roof were replaced with three more moderncenes of greater width,
with a flat roof covering each of the three opening windows on a level
with those of the other stories...Judge Bond improved the library psrt
and made some other alterations...." (2). Judge Bond installed mahogany
panelling.."the solid doors and mantel and the bookcases surrounding the
room with mullioned doors and over all the heavy cornice ornamented with
Wall of Troy and Egg and Dart mouldings." (3) The p:rlor had a "heavy
cornice and Greek moiildings...the mantel handsomely fluted with central
panel..." (4) At the same time, a new shingled addition in the rear "added
much to the size and interior eleg:nce of Mt. Royal but detracted from the
weathezed beauty of the old walls." (5)Further stone additions were made
in 192 -

Originally, terraced gardens extended to Jones Falls and North Avenue,
reput@dly designed by the lzndscape artist who laid out the Hampton House
gardens at about the same time. (6). The vestiges of these gardens give a
unique touch to the heavily built area in which the house now stands.

1. Marylahd Historical Magazine, XXXV1, No 4, December, 1931
2 Ibid
3 Ibid
4 Ibid
5 Ibid
6 Ibid
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Mount Royal was built by Dr. Solomon Birckhead (1761-1836) a dis-
tinguished Baltimore physician, as a summer home in 1792, shortly
after his marriage. At that time, the property consisted on 320 acres,
some of it farm land. Beside the house itself, there were a forge, a
mill and several houses on the property, as well as the terraced

gardens east of the house. Dr. Birckhead left Mt. Royal to his daughter,

Christiana (d. 1858) wife of Dr. Thomas Emerson Bond (1782-1856) who
was not only a practising physician, but also a Methodist Episcopal
preachesi Their son, Judge Hugh Lennox Bona (1826-1893) was the next
ownex., He was a Staunch abolitionist and Unionist who was sbused by
his peers as a "Black Republican". During the Civil War, Union troops
camped on Mt. Royal estate, and the house was at one time an officers!
club. In 1870, President Grant appointed him as Judge of Circuit Court
for the 4th District,which office he held until his death, His son,
Hugh Lennox Bond, Jr (1858-1922) was an attorney and acted as General
Counsel of the B & O for many years; At Hugh Lennox Bond, Jr.'s death,
the property, now shorn of all but about 2 of its acres, was bought by
the Friends of Baltimore Meeting, Park Avenue, and, as "The Taylor",
served as a retirement home for elderly Friends. In 1957, as "Norse
Hill", the house served as a Norwegian Seamens' Home, owned by the
Norwegian Government to provide social and welfare service for Nor-
wegian Seamen. The program was discontinued in 1964.

This property lies in the Miadel Cities Area. The city is presently
in the process of acquiring the Mt. Royal prpperty under the Federal
Open Space Frogram. After acquisiticn, the land will be used as a
play area for neighborhood children and for children sttending Early
Admissions and Day Care Programs housed in the existi tructure. In
addition, there will be a number of other programs as proposed by the
Model Cities Area Council and the Mayor's Coordinatiug Committee on
Community Facilities,




N. R. (
R. FIELD SHEET | B,qu.

5

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Maryland Historical Society Magazine, Volume XXV1, Number 4, p 311-315,

. N ' December, 1931
Baker, Marian Lewis: Mount Royal Remembered. The Mount Royal Review.

Undated.
Bond, Allen Kerr: The Bonds of Earth. 1930

Cordell, Eugene F: Medical Annals of Maryland, 1799-1899. 1903

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 "LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ) - o ] L] L] [ - o " "
NE o " L] o ' L]
SE o v n =} . -
sw (=] v - o ' -
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPFING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY - CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: T CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

. FORM PREPARED BY

NMAME AND TITLE:

Elizabeth H. Eager and Catharine F, Black

ORGANIZATION DATE

Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 402, City Hall

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Baltimore | Maryland 21202 TR A el
12 o NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

"STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
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View of Mt. Royal, exterior from the south.
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Mount Royal Mansion
2001 Park Avenue
Block 3448 Block 030
Baltimore City
Baltimore West Quad.
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