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The one-story Christ United Methodist Church building is located on a rectangular site at the 
southeast comer of East Chase Street and North Washington Street in Baltimore, Maryland. 
It occupies a rectangular footprint and is constructed with ashlar sandstone exterior walls. It 
is characteristic oflate nineteenth-century English Gothic Revival architecture with minimal 
ornamentation; the sanctuary's massing is expressed on the exterior of building with side 
aisles and clerestory windows. 

The building's primary elevation faces north, toward East Chase Street, with additional 
entrances on the west elevation. The south abuts the adjacent buildings at 1031 North 
Washington Street; the east elevation is separated by a narrow walkway from the neighboring 
building at 2011 East Chase Street. On the interior of the building, the sanctuary occupies the 
northern half of the building, and church offices and classrooms are located in the southern 
section of the building. 

Originally constructed in 1894, the building that is now known as the Christ United 
Methodist Church was built as the Appold Methodist Episcopal Church by a neighborhood 
congregation of English and Scottish immigrants and native-born Marylanders. Named 
Appold after the land donor's father, the church congregation started as a Sunday school 
organized by the North Baltimore Station Sunday School in the northeastern section of 
Baltimore. In 1948, the church trustees sold the property to the East Hoffman Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church, an African-American congregation in Baltimore. That 
congregation would subsequently change its name to the Christ United Methodist Church of 
Baltimore City. The Christ United Methodist Church is a contributing historic resource in the 
Baltimore East/South Clifton Park Historic District (B-5077). 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Appold Methodist Episcopal Church 

other Christ United Methodist Church (preferred) 

2. Location 
street and number 2005 E. Chase Street 

city, town City of Baltimore 

county 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Christ Methodist Church 

street and number 2005 E. Chase Street 

city, town Baltimore state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. B-5077-2 

not for publication 

vicinity 

telephone 410-732-5600 

zip code 21213-3325 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Clarence Mitchell Courthouse liber WA3851 folio 0044 

city, town Baltimore, MD tax map n/a tax parcel 070401568016 tax ID number n/a 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
X Contributing Resource in National Register District 

___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 

X Other: Maryland Room Archives, Enoch Pratt Central Library 

6. Classification 

Category 
__ district 
_K__building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

Ownership Current Function 

__ object 

__ public 

_x__private 
__ both 

__ agriculture 
__ commerce/trade 
__ defense 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
__ health care 
__ industry 

Resource Count 
__ landscape 
__ recreation/culture 
_x__religion 
__ social 
__ transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacanUnot in use 
__ other: 

Contributing 
1 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 
____ objects 

O Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
.x_ good 

fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 
altered 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Summary: The one-story Christ United Methodist Church building is located on a rectangular site at the 
southeast comer of East Chase Street and North Washington Street in Baltimore, Maryland. It occupies a 
rectangular footprint and is constructed with ashlar sandstone exterior walls. It is characteristic of late 
nineteenth-century English Gothic Revival architecture with minimal ornamentation; the sanctuary's 
massing is expressed on the exterior of building with side aisles and clerestory windows. 

The building's primary elevation faces north, toward East Chase Street, with additional entrances on the 
west elevation. The south abuts the adjacent buildings at 1031 North Washington Street; the east elevation is 
separated by a narrow walkway from the neighboring building at 2011 East Chase Street. 

On the interior of the building, the sanctuary occupies the northern half of the building, and church offices 
and classrooms are located in the southern section of the building. 

Setting: Christ United Methodist Church is located on the southeast comer of East Chase Street (to the 
north) and North Washington Street (to the west), two commercial corridors in a mixed-use district of East 
Baltimore. It is a contributing resource within the Baltimore East/South Clifton Park Historic District (B-
5077). The 0.2-acre site occupies the northwest comer of a city block bound by East Chase Street, North 
Washington Street, East Eager Street (to the south), and North Castle Street (to the east); immediately 
northeast of this block, railroad tracks run diagonally along a northwest-southeast path. The church shares 
the city block with rowhouses to the south, southeast, and east. 

Site: The church occupies the entire 0.24-acre site. It is built to the lot lines on all four elevations, with 
concrete sidewalks along its north, east, and west elevations, and an adjacent building abutting its south 
elevations. 

Exterior: The building is one-story in height, with a clerestory level on the sanctuary section of the building 
and a partially above-grade basement level on the rear section of the building. It features ashlar sandstone 
walls and a gabled asphalt-shingle roof. The building's interior floor plan is clearly articulated on the 
exterior, with the gabled sanctuary and side aisles expressed on the exterior of the northern section of the 
building, and the smaller-scale southern section that reads as secondary interior space. 

Its primary (north) elevation faces north, toward East Chase Street. The five-bay north elevation features a 
two-story gabled center section flanked by one-story pitched-roof side aisles that contain entrances covered 
by front-gabled porches. The roofline of the center section is broken by an inside-end sandstone chimney on 
the east side of the gable, and a cross is mounted at the peak of the gable. The center section of this 
elevation features three lancet windows at the first story; the center window is taller and wider than the 
flanking windows. Each window opening contains a stained-glass window with wood-frame tracery, set 
within a stone surround; the lower section of each window has been blocked on the exterior. Centered above 
the center lancet window is a round window opening set within a sandstone surround; the opening is infilled 
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with non-historic glass. Each side section features a double-leaf metal-frame glazed door, accessed via a 
short set of stone steps and covered by a projecting wood-frame porch with a simple wood pediment. 

The west elevation is divided into two distinct sections: the sanctuary occupies the six-bay northern section; 
the church school and offices occupy the southern section. A sandstone chimney is located at the party wall 
dividing its northern and southern sections. 

At the west elevation's northern end, the first story is arranged in six bays that are divided by sandstone 
piers. The northern and southern bays feature double-leaf entrances: the northern entrance consists of a 
modem double-leaf glazed door with a stained-glass transom. The southern entrance features a modem, 
double-leaf, metal-panel door. Both entrances are accessed via short flights of stone steps. They are shielded 
by projecting wood-frame porches with simple wood pediments that are consistent with the entrances on the 
primary elevation. The remaining four bays at the first floor on this section feature a sandstone water table 
and paired lancet windows set within stone surrounds. Each of these stained glass windows contains a small 
operable pane. 

At the clerestory level of the west elevation's northern section, the fa9ade is arranged into six bays that align 
with the bays on the side-aisle's exterior wall. Each clerestory bay features a three-paned horizontal 
window; the spandrels between the windows are faced with shingle. The southernmost clerestory bay is 
blocked by HV AC equipment that is mounted on the side-aisle roof. 

The southern section of the west elevation is arranged symmetrically in three bays and has a flat roofline 
that steps up at the center and comers. This section's first story is elevated above grade; below grade is a 
partially exposed basement. A sandstone water table spans the width of the section at the basement level. An 
entrance centered at the first floor of this section is accessed via a short flight of stone steps. It features a 
non-historic, double-leaf, metal-frame glazed door and is topped by a fabric awning. A round window, set 
within a stone surround, is centered above the entrance, and its projecting roofline features an inset stone 
cross. 

At the basement level of the west elevation's southern section, three separate window openings with stone 
sills are located on either side of the entrance; four of the six openings feature 9-light windows with exterior 
screens; the windows in the remaining two openings have been replaced with an HV AC duct and louver. At 
the first floor, the southern section features a window opening on either side of the entrance that aligns with 
the width of the window openings at the basement level. Each of the window openings features a shared 
stone sill and lintel and a tripartite metal-frame window with operable hoppers. 

The building's south elevation abuts the adjacent building at 1031 North Washington Street. Its east 
elevation is separated from the neighboring property at 2011 East Chase Street by a narrow concrete 
walkway. It was inaccessible for the 2015 survey. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Christ United Methodist Church 
Continuation Sheet 

Number J_ Page 3 

Inventory No. B-5077-2 

Interior: The interior of the building is arranged into a northern section, which includes the narthex and 
sanctuary, and a southern section. The southern section includes the church's offices and classroom space. 

The narthex is located at the north end of the first floor, below the sanctuary balcony. It extends the width of 
the building and is separated from the sanctuary by a wall that contains five stained-glass casement windows 
and two, double-leaf paneled-wood doors. Two restrooms have been inserted in the narthex along the north 
wall; a large window placed between them blocks the interior. A wood stair with a wood balustrade is 
located in the northeast comer of the narthex and leads to the sanctuary balcony. Finishes in the narthex 
include ceramic tile floors, plaster walls with wood wainscoting, and suspended-tile and wood-panel 
ceilings. Finishes in the narthex bathrooms include ceramic-tile floors, drywall, and suspended-tile ceilings. 

The sanctuary has a longitudinal plan and is arranged into a nave and aisles, which are separated by rows of 
slender cast-iron columns that support the elevated ceiling of the clerestory level above the nave. The 
sanctuary's wood pews are arranged in four sections, including two sections separated by a center aisle 
located in the nave, and two additional sections that are arranged at an angle in the side aisles. The raised 
altar is located at the south end of the nave; it is further articulated with a large wood-paneled pointed arch 
that is cut into a plaster wall. The altar is flanked by steps and pointed-arch entrances to the church office 
section of the building, which is slightly above the sanctuary level. In the southeast comer of the sanctuary, 
a music platform occupies the side aisle. At the north end of the sanctuary, a wood balcony extends over the 
narthex to the north exterior wall of the building. 

Finishes in the sanctuary include carpet and vinyl-tile floors, scored-plaster walls with wood-panel 
wainscoting, and painted plaster ceilings with wood trusses over the side aisles. The columns feature 
painted, cast-iron capitals in a modified Corinthian design. Pendant light fixtures are suspended over the 
nave and side aisles, and sconces are mounted on the exterior walls of the side aisles. 

The southern section of the building is separated from the northern section by an L-shaped hallway and is 
arranged around a central lecture room with a stage. Offices, a conference room, storage rooms, and a 
restroom are arranged around the perimeter of the southern section of the building, with most rooms 
accessed directly from the lecture room or stage. A stairwell to the basement is located along the east wall of 
this section. 

Finishes in the southern section include vinyl-tile and carpet floors, plaster and drywall with wood 
wainscoting in some areas, and suspended-tile ceilings. The stage is located at the east end of the lecture 
room and features a wood-panel platform. 

Alterations: The building's limited exterior alterations include infill of the lower window sash on the 
building's north elevation. Interior alterations are also limited and consist primarily of changes in finishes, 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

Christ United Methodist Church 
Continuation Sheet 

Number .L Page 4 

Inventory No. B-5077-2 

including vinyl tile floors, drywall, and suspended tile ceilings (among other materials) in some areas. The 
sanctuary remains largely unaltered. 

Integrity: The building retains integrity from the period of significance, maintaining characteristics from 
each of the seven aspects of integrity. 

Location: Retains integrity with regard to location. The building remains in its original location. 

Design: Retains integrity with regards to design. Its physical fabric remains generally intact, reflecting the 
design and character-defining features of its English Gothic Revival style and its period of significance, 
including the exterior expression of its sanctuary massing, minimal exterior ornamentation, and prominent 
lancet window openings. 

Setting: Retains its siting and other physical features of its setting, including its boundaries with East Chase 
Street and North Washington Street, as well as with the residential, commercial, and industrial context that 
surrounds the site. 

Materials: Retains integrity of materials. Its exterior features the ashlar masonry walls and the wood-framed 
entrance porches to the sanctuary consistent with its period of significance. The primary interior space-the 
sanctuary-retains integrity of materials, with plaster walls and ceilings, wood trusses over the side aisles, 
and wood wainscoting. 

Workmanship: Retains integrity of workmanship, as its current form reflects the craftsmanship and detailing 
characteristic of its English Gothic Revival style and period of significance, including its rusticated ashlar 
masonry walls and wood-frame entrance porches. 

Feeling: Retains its ecclesiastical feeling, as its sanctuary remains intact on the interior and expressed on the 
exterior. The exterior clearly evokes the religious use of the building, and the secondary interior spaces 
continue to serve the activities of the congregation. 

Association: Retains integrity of association with its original religious use. 
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Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
x 1900-1999 

2000-
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X architecture 
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commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

1894, 1925 

Construction dates 1894, 1925 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 
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Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 
recreation 

X ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture X religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder unknown 

____ Maryland Register -~X~_not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Summary: Originally constructed in 1894, what is now known as the Christ United Methodist Church 
(located at 2005 East Chase Street) was built as the Appold Methodist Episcopal Church by a neighborhood 
congregation of English and Scottish immigrants and native-born Marylanders. 1 Named Appold after the 
land donor's father, the church congregation started as a Sunday school organized by the North Baltimore 
Station Sunday School in the northeastern section ofBaltimore.2 In 1948, the church trustees sold the 
property to the East Hoffman Street Methodist Episcopal Church, an African-American congregation in 
Baltimore.3 That congregation would subsequently change its name to the Christ United Methodist Church 
of Baltimore City. 

The Christ United Methodist Church is a contributing historic resource in the Baltimore East/South Clifton 
Park Historic District (B-5077). 

Statement of Significance: Between 1870 and 1896, streets were opened and developed in East Baltimore 
south of East North Avenue and west of North Patterson Park Avenue.4 While the majority of immigrants 
settling the area were from Germany, 25 percent were from Ireland, and five percent were from England and 
Scotland. In 1871, these immigrants from the British Isles organized the North Baltimore Station Sunday 
School in one room of an unfurnished house on the comer of Wolfe and Biddle Streets. The Sunday School 
quickly outgrew that facility, and its officers chose to build a chapel on North Washington Street south of its 
intersection with East Chase Street. 5 

1 R. Christopher Goodwin and Associates. "East Baltimore and South Clifton Park Historic District." National Register of Historic 
Places Registration Form. 2002. Section 8, p. 15. 
2 F. Paul Harris, Appold Methodist Church Seventieth Anniversary of the Organization of the Church 1871-1941 (anniversary program 
for May 18 to 25, 1941 celebration), p. 3. [Enoch Pratt Free Library Maryland Room, Churches-Baltimore-Appold Methodist 
Episcopal Vertical File]) 
3 Baltimore City Superior Court Land Records, MLP 7477, p. 102. 
4 Goodwin, Section 8, p. 10. 
5 Harris, p. 3. 
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The chapel was dedicated on December 1, 1872. Named in honor of George J. Appold, the father of the 
George A. Appold who donated land for the church along with money towards its construction, the brick, 
Gothic Revival-style church then measured 32 feet along North Washington Street and extended 65 feet to 
the east. 6 Its one-story fa9ade featured a Gothic-arched entrance with double doors flanked by Gothic 
stained glass windows, which were surmounted by a patterned brick cornice and a triangular, arched 
window in the gable. Massive brick columns stood at the comers of the fa9ade and extended above the 
roofline. 7 

By the 1890s, the congregation had outgrown the 350-seat chapel and began making plans to build a larger 
church. In 1894, George Appold again donated land along with $10,000 to be matched by other donors, and 
a stone church was constructed north of the chapel at the southeast comer of the intersection of N. 
Washington and E. Chase Streets. Dedicated on November 11, 1894, the stone, Gothic Revival-style church 
had a seating capacity of about 700.8 

By the 1920s, the Sunday School and other associated activities were in need of more space. The 
congregation voted to tear down the 1872 chapel and an adjoining house in order to build a larger school 
building. On January 18, 1925, the new Church School was dedicated. The stone building, which, like its 
predecessor, adjoined the church on the south, contained classrooms, a large gymnasium, a stage and 
auditorium, a printing press, showers, and a kitchen. 

In the 1930s, the neighborhood population began to change. The smaller East Baltimore row houses became 
home to new working class populations which were increasingly African American. 

In 1948, the trustees of Appold Church sold their property to The East Hoffman Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church, an African-American congregation. The East Hoffman Street congregation later changed its name 
first to Christ Methodist Church and then to Christ United Methodist Church of Baltimore City.9 The church 
remains an active congregation. 

6 Harris, p. 3. George J. Appold, a prominent Baltimore businessman, was one of the first directors of the Merchants and Miners 
Transportation Company, which was incorporated in 1852 to provide transport vessels in several ports. [Maryland Historical Society 
descriptive summary for The Merchants and Miners Transportation Company, 1852-1952 papers, MS 2166]. His son George A. 
Appold operated a tannery in northwest Baltimore as well as a leather store in central Baltimore. [Woods' Baltimore Directory for 
1856-57, vol. 544, p. 12; accessed on Archviews of Maryland Online http://msa.maryland.gov December 2, 2013.] 
7 Harris, p. 10. 
8 Harris, p. 3. 
9 Baltimore City Superior Court Land Records, WA 3851, p. 44. 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

0.24 
0.24 
Baltimore East, MD 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: .._1=:2:....:.4"'""0'""'0_,,_0 ____ _ 

Christ United Methodist Church occupies Block 1568, Lot 016. Lot 016 stands on the southeast comer of East Chase Street and 
North Washington Street in the City of Baltimore. The survey boundary is the same as the historical setting boundary for the 
property. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Julia Claypool/Historian; Molly Lester/Architectural Historian; Jess Neubelt/Researcher 

History Matters, LLC date September 8, 2015 

1502 21 st Street NW, 2°d Floor telephone 202.223.8845 

Washington state DC 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Department of Planning 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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Christ United Methodist Church (B-5077-2) 

2005 E. Chase Street 

Baltimore, Maryland 21213 

PHOTO LOG 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_ 01 North (front) elevation of church 

B-5077-2 2015-07-21 02 - - West elevation of church & school, looking SE 

B-5077-2 2015-07-21 03 - - West elevation of school & offices, looking E 

B-5077-2 2015-07-21 04 - - NW corner of narthex, looking W 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_05 NE front entrance, looking N 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_06 Narthex, looking W from E end 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_07 Sanctuary, looking S toward altar 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_08 Sanctuary east side aisle, looking S toward music platform 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_09 Sanctuary, looking N toward rear and balcony 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_10 Sanctuary, looking NE toward rear and east wall 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_11 Lecture room, looking SE toward stage 

B-5077-2_2015-07-21_12 Lecture room, looking S toward conference room & office 

b-5077-2_2015-07-21_13 Stage, looking N toward stair hall, lecture room on left 

Photos were printed by MPIX (www.mpix.com) with its "True· Black & White" archival paper option 

which produces black continuous-tone prints, avoiding any tints of color. 






















































