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This documentation expands upon two prior Determination of Eligibility (DOE) Forms completed for the Greater Rosemont 
Historic District (B-5112; MHT Eligible: 817/2006) and the Baltimore & Potomac (B&P) Railroad section of the Philadelphia, 
Baltimore & Washington (PB&W) Railroad (B-5164; MHT Eligible: 9/1112012) in Baltimore City. The Edmondson Avenue 
Station is located within both district boundaries and has been identified as a contributing resource. The building also falls within 
the proposed boundaries of the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) nominated Midtown Edmonson Historic District and 
is identified as a contributing resource of that district. The purpose of this form is to present additional background information 
and consider the potential individual eligibility of the Baltimore & Potomac (B&P) Railroad, Edmondson Avenue Station for 
listing in NRHP. 
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Architectural Description 

Opened in 1917, the one-story, embanked Spanish Mission style railroad passenger station features a rectangular plan; one by 
seven bays; a hipped roof with Spanish green clay tile shingles (painted orange), terracotta coping, copper gutters, and cornice; 
brick (Flemish bond) masonry walls, and a concrete foundation. The principal (north) fayade fronts an elevated section of 
Edmondson Avenue at its crossing of the PB&W Railroad (Amtrak Northeast Corridor). The rear (south) elevation, partly 
obscured by a modem addition, includes a full basement and retaining walls at the lower track level. The west elevation features a 
one-bay gabled end with sloping parapet wall, ornamental brick pattern wall decoration, and a terracotta dado. The east elevation 
includes a two-story gabled elevator tower with corrugated iron roof(covering a former skylight) and similar ornamental brick 
pattern wall decoration and terracotta detailing. Surviving window and door openings include flat lintels composed of vertical 
brick headers and terracotta sills . A former baggage door facing Edmondson Avenue has been bricked in. Window and door 
openings have been fitted with modem sash, doors, and vestibules. A partially boarded over window on the east wall retains one 
badly damaged original 611 double-hung wooden sash. The original chimney has been removed. Modern commercial signs cover 
much of the principal fayade fronting Edmondson Avenue. The building has been divided to accommodate two commercial 
businesses. 

Historic Context 

Beginning in the 1860s, the powerful and influential Pennsylvania Railroad (Penn Railroad), recognizing the need to compete 
directly with the Baltimore & Ohio (B&O) Railroad by establishing its own links to Baltimore, Washington, D.C., and points 
south, pursued several plans to achieve its aims. Ct secured control of the Northern Central (NC) Railroad between Harrisburg and 
Baltimore via York, Pennsylvania. It also obtained the charter for a small agricultural line called the Baltimore & Potomac (B&P) 
Railroad , assumed the charter of the unbuilt Union Railroad of Baltimore, and acquired track rights over the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington & Baltimore (PW&B) Railroad. By stitching together these links, the Penn Railroad was able to create a network of 
direct all-rail routes between its main trunk line across central Pennsylvania and the nation's principal political and economic 
centers in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, D.C. , securing the railroad's position as one of the country' s 
largest industrial concerns (Wrabel 1995). 

The plan required extensive engineering in Baltimore, where the various railroads terminated. This work included construction of 
the B&P Railroad Tunnel and Union Railroad Tunnel to connect the routes from Washington and Philadelphia; new interchange 
tracks with the NC Railroad to affect the link to Harrisburg; and the building of a new Union Station (later renamed Pennsylvania 
Station) at the junction of all three lines in north Baltimore. The plan also included construction of new terminal facilities in the 
Canton section of the harbor to handle extensive freight traffic. Through service over the new system opened in 1873 (Wrabel 
1995 : 19, 21). In 1902, the Penn Railroad consolidated the B&P, Union, and PW&B Railroads (which it ultimately acquired) into 
a single corporate subsidiary named the Philadelphia, Baltimore, & Washington (PB&W) Railroad. 

From the beginning, one of the operational flaws of the new layout concerned the Washington-to-Harrisburg traffic. The location 
of Union Station in Baltimore and the alignment of the northern end of the P&B Railroad Tunnel were arranged in such a way as to 
prevent an easy wye connection with the NC Railroad for direct "head-on" traffic passing between the two cities. Passenger trains 
heading westward were forced to travel backwards from Washington to Baltimore, where the direction was then reversed to move 
the train onto the NC Railroad route to Harrisburg. The locomotive had to be de-coupled from one end of the train and reattached 
to the other end to continue the trip in a forward direction. Trains traveling in the opposite direction were forced to reverse the 
operation (Wrabel 1995: 20). The railroad planned to install a wye at some future date, going so far as to complete a portal at the 
northern end of the B&P Railroad Tunnel for just such a track, but the connection was never made (Wrabel 1995 : 48). The existing 
arrangement continued, causing inconvenience and delays at Union Station and contributing to general congestion. 
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By the outbreak of World War l in Europe, the problem of congestion grew sufficiently acute that the Penn Railroad developed 
plans to finish the connection with the NC Railroad for its Harrisburg traffic and bypass Union Station altogether in favor of a new 
station in West Baltimore. The selected site at Edmondson Avenue, while remote, enjoyed connections with city streetcar service. 
It also would allow the railroad to close and consolidate two older commuter stations at Gwynns Falls and West Lafayette Avenue 
(Public Service Commission of Maryland 1918: 110; Roberts and Messer 2003: 290). Even before receiving final permission from 
the Public Service Commission of Maryland, the railroad drew plans, advertised for, and awarded the contract for the new station 
in the late summer of 1916 (Railway Review 1916: 264; Railway Age Gazette 1916: 691 ). The railroad trade publications 
described the new station thus: 

"The Philadelphia, Baltimore & Maryland [sic; read "Washington"] has given a contract to the Singer-Pentz [Construction] 
Company, Baltimore, to build a station at Edmondson avenue [sic] and Bentalou St. It will be 30 ft. by 70 ft. and will be 
constructed of tapestry brick with green Spanish tile roof and composition floor . The cost of the work will be $17,500" (Railway 
Age Gazette 1916: 691). 

initially, the railroad planned to utilize the adjoining Edmondson Avenue bridge over the tracks and a new connecting flight of 
stairs for passengers to access the eastbound track platform, but this plan proved problematic. On April 28 , 1917, just three days 
before the new station was scheduled to open, the railroad submitted a supplemental plan to the Public Service Commission of 
Maryland to erect a separate pedestrian bridge across the tracks from the newly completed station building to stairs descending to 
the platform. Until the work was completed, the railroad would use existing track-level baggage crossovers and a crossing guard to 
allow passengers to move safely between station and platform (Public Service Commission of Maryland 1918: 110-111). 

But by then, the United States had entered the war with Germany. The government nationalized the railroads and placed them 
under the control of the United States Railroad Administration (USRA). Under the USRA, the railroad proceeded with plans to 
construct the long-anticipated wye connection with the NC Railroad and divert Washington-Harrisburg traffic away from Union 
Station once and for all. These plans included a scheme to construct a small engine facility and turntable nearby to service helper 
locomotives needed to move trains between the Mt. Vernon Yard on the NC Railroad, through the B&P Railroad Tunnel, and on 
to the station at Edmondson Avenue (Wrabel 1995: 48). The USRA plans were well advanced by 1919, when the war ended. Work 
stopped, and by the time the government returned the railroad back to private control, new priorities led management to cancel the 
project. 

The planned high-level platforms and bridge concourse were never built (Wrabel 1995: 48). Moreover, the railroad recognized the 
poor location chosen for the new station, far removed from the business center and difficult to access. The finished station saw 
limited use as a local commuter stop for the Penn Railroad and later for the Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail), until it was 
discontinued circa 1980 (National Railroad Passenger Corporation 1979). After that date, the existing platforms and staircases 
were removed and the building sold for private use. 

Statement of Significance/Justification 

The purpose of this DOE is to evaluate the Baltimore & Potomac (B&P) Railroad, Edmondson Avenue Station for individual 
eligibility for listing in the NRHP. As a railroad station, the building served no special purpose or contributed in important ways to 
the history of the railroad or the surrounding neighborhood and is therefore not associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of history (Criterion A). Background research also indicates that the resource is not associated 
with the lives of persons significant in the past (Criterion B). Surviving commuter passenger stations along the B&P Railroad!Penn 
Railroad route are rare today, adding to the resource's overall significance as a building type and as a contributing resource to the 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 



NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

B-5112-3 Baltimore & Potomac RR, Edmondson Avenue Station 

Page 4 

Greater Rosemont neighborhood (Criterion C). The structure ' s integrity oflocation and setting are unchanged. Ho:vvever, extensive 
losses to its overall architectural integrity makes the building difficult to distinguish as a railroad passenger depo and greatly 
diminishes its ability to convey its significance in the history of railroad transportation and architecture. Impacts td the integrity of 
the structure include: overall loss of many fittings, canopies, and fixtures; demolition of the original low-level track platforms and 
access stairs; sealing over of the original exterior staircase on the street-side; removal and blocking up of the original baggage lift 
doors; covering over of the baggage lift skylight with a corrugated iron replacement; modern replacement windows and doors ; the 
addition of a large modern extensiOn on the back of the building; and the installation of commercial signs, vestibules and a built-in 
planter. Collectively, these changes undermine the building's integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The building no 
longer retains the feeling of a small passenger railroad station or conveys its associations with Baltimore's extensive and 
complicated railroad transportation network. Because of its overall loss of integrity, the Baltimore & Potomac (B&P) Railroad, 
Edmondson Avenue Station is recommended not eligible individually for listing in the NRHP. 

With respect to the wider Greater Rosemont Historic District and the B&P Railroad, the building remains a rare surviving example 
of a local passenger station constructed for the historic railroad during the period of significance for both historic properties. 
Because the integrity threshold for contributing resources is lower, the Baltimore & Potomac (B&P) Railroad, Edmondson Avenue 
Station is recommended as a contributing resource to both the NRHP-eligible Greater Rosemont Historic District (B-5112) and the 
B&P Railroad (B-5164 ). The resource would also contribute to the nominated Midtown Edmonson Historic District, if the district 
is formally listed in the NRHP. 

The resource has not been evaluated under Criterion D. 
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Figure I : North and south elevations for the Edmondson Avenue Station. Note the sidewalk 
staircase in front of the north elevation descending to a pedestrian passageway beneath the 

building (no longer extant) (Wrabel 1995: 34). 
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Figure 2: East and west elevations for the Edmondson Avenue Station. The embanked design 
was necessary to connect the track level with the adjoining elevated street (Wrabel 1995: 35). 
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Baltimore & Potomac (B&P) Railroad, Edmondson A venue Station 
2235 Edmondson A venue 

Baltimore, Maryland 21223 
Photographers: Elizabeth Fagan & Philip Hayden 

Date: August 10, 2015 & August 25, 2015 

Digital Image File Name Description of View 

B-5112-3 2015-08-10 01.tif Overview, Edmondson A venue Station depicting - -
principal (north) facade, looking south. 

B-5112-3 2015-08-10 02.tif Detail, Edmondson A venue Station depicting west - -
elevation, looking east. Note modem addition at ril!ht. 

B-5112-3 2015-08-25 03.tif Detail, Edmondson A venue Station depicting east - -
elevation with baggage elevator, looking west. 

B-5112-3 2015-08-10 04.tif Detail, Edmondson A venue Station depicting east - -
basement level and absent track platform, looking 
south. 
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