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The Baltimore City Hall is locate d at 100 North Holliday Street 
between Fayette Street on the south and Lexington Street on the 
north . 

"The design f or th~ City Hall cons i sts of a center structure 
four stories high , s urmounted by a dome and flanke d by three ­
story wings connected laterally t o the main elemen t . -. The center 
is . finished with a plain pedime nt , originally des igne d to con­
tain a frieze representing Trade , CoT!'merce , and the Arts , but 
never executed . The other portions of the building are capped 
by a mansard roof . Each story is wel l marked by strong projec­
ting cornices , as well as a broken balustrade , which forms 
horizontal divis i ons between the stories and at the b ase of the 
roof . 

"The exterior foundation walls , which are five feet s ix inches 
thick, · are built of Falls Road bluestone to \vi thi n 18 i nches of 
the ground . All of the interior walls are of dark red or arch 
brick, varying i n thicknes s from two feet s ix inches to s even 
feet . The widest dimension occurs at the b ase of the dome wh ere 
the foundation wal l s support the central mass . 

"Above ground , al l of the exterior walls are faced with Balti­
more County marble , a type of white magnes ia l imestone referred 
to as Beaver Dam Marble. The stone was obtained from the John 
B. Connolly quarries, locate d near Cockeysville. The b asemen t 
story is heavily rusticated , and contains four sets of four 
double-recessed , arched windows. Th e center section was desisn­
e d t o include five doorways , but at present only the middle one 
i s in use . Bronze doors h ad been planned by the architect , but 
the building committee decided upon the use of l ess-expensive 
mahogany . The doors were designed a nd carved by J. M. Sudsherg , 
with the c enter one bearing the seal of Baltimore and the Battle 
Monument . The bronze doorknobs also feature the city seal. 

"The first, second , and third stories are relieved by projecting 
pilasters , and ful l y-detached columns which fl ank each of the 
deeply recessed windows. The windows are surmounted by semi­
circular archivolts and elaborate keystones . The mansard roof, 
which is- of s late secured by iron puFlins , contains dormer win­
dows constructed of marble. Three dqrm~rs are grouped on each 
wing of the main facade , the larger central one s having arched 
windows , while the othe rs form the shape of elongated ovoids . 
The corners of the roof on the projecting wings are crowned with 
ornam.ental posts which e mphasize the vertical element in the 
structure . 

"The basement f loor of the central sect i on of the facade con­
tains a portico, above which are six f luted composite colunms 
with pilasters of the same order behind them. The columns on 

-see continuation sheet-'------------- -------------------- ----------' 

' . . . · . . . 

···.' . . . . . · : 

m 
m 

z 

-i 

::0 

c 
n 
-i 

0 

:z: 

. , 



- - . 
1~ .. . 

.--: . . : 

:.··-· .. 
::: .. : ~: ·, 
~ . . -.:·, 

:.I • 
~i· 

.re•• ••• 
• •..._ t 

~~. ~·,. ~ 
... ,, -. . 
....,._ -~ 

=~-. 
1. ~ ·-· 
:i\., . 
'~.!- t . 
~ , .· ' 
~· ·~'. -
-~ ... 

• -< • 

z 
0 

V') 

z 

w 

lJ.~lt,NIF!Ct:NcE - ---------~-
,,f-.. fltOO (C/'le-ck One Gt .'!or~ OB Apprc..•;ulnte) 

rJ Pre-Cokn bion : [] 16th Ct • '"'Y [ J 18th C" r""·" Y 

fJ 151h Century (_J 17th Cen tu ry }{) 19rh Crnl~rr 

-
sPF:C I Fr C DA "T E'.!sl (II Applicable 1.nd Known) 18 6 7-1 8 7 5 

ARE'.4S Of" StCtHFICM•CE (Ch~c;k One or More <ts Appropriate) 

Abe>< i9inol 

Q Prchist~ic 

0 Hi,.tor ic 

0 Agricult\.o re 

121 Archit<!ctur• 

0 Ar t 

0 C ommerc e 

0 Corntnunicotions 

0 C on,crvotion 

ST AT E'.M E NT OF SlCNlFlCANCE 

0 fclucolion 

0 En9fnec t if'9 

0 l ncl1J>tr y 

0 fnvent•on 

0 l oncl>cop• 

Archit~cturo 

0 l i terature 

D Military 

Cl Music 

--------
[] Political 

I] Re ligion/Phi. 

lo>oph y 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Soc•ol/Hurnon-

i1 orion 

r J Theoter 

I J Ttonsportolion 

i 
L"J 20·h Centvr y 

0 Urbo" Plo nnin<; 

£) Ori-er (Sp,•cily) 

historv of 
Bal tirr:o!:'e 

- -

The Baltimore City Hall is one of the early examples of French 
Renaissance Revival architecture in the United States . 

George A. Frederick (1 842-1924 ), a n important but little 
studied Maryland archi tect , designed the City Hall when he was 
only twenty-two y ears of age . 

·The French Renaissance-Reyival -style is corn.~on ly associated 
with Alfred B . Mullett , Supervising Architect of the Treasury 
Department in Washing ton , D. C., and with the buildings to his 
credit , such a s the Executive Office Bui l ding in \\ashin9ton 
and the old post o f fice in St . Loui s . The latter is cur~ently 
(1971) the object of strong preservation efforts . Mullett ' s 
buildings and John McArthur , Jr . 1 s date from the 1870 ' s . In 
contrast , the Baltimore City Hal l was designed ~n the mid-
1860 ' s--one of the first Renaissance-Revival buildings in the 
country . Frederick cannot be given the credit for introducing 
the style in America , however . I t mus t go to James A. P.en­
wick and the art gallery he designed for W. W. Corcoran , now 
the Renwick Building, in Washington , D. c. , as well as a 
building at Vassar College , Poughkeepsie , New York, and the 
1862 Boston City Hall in Boston , Massachusetts . 

The Baltimore · City Hall was the first cormnission of a tKe nty ­
four year old architect who had just b egun his architectura l 
practice. in 1862 . A native of Baltimore, Ge orge A. Frederick 
studied architecture as a draughtsman for the Baltimore, Mary­
l and , architeetural firm of E. G. Lind and William T. Murdock. 
The city hall competition in 1864 launched his career which 
las·ted until 190 3 . Frederick's i ot!)er work for the City of 
Ba~timore consists chiefly of pa;k furniture , pavillions and 
gates . Frederick designed churches , public buildings and hos ­
pitals . .His numerous private houses include Cylburn House 
(National Register) , a Re naissance Revivai mansion and a part 
of the Baltimore City Park System. Frederick was selected to 
work on the restoratonn of the Maryland State House in Annapo­
lis , indicating his high standing among his contemporaries . 

The City Hall holds a unique place in the his tory of American 
public buildings. The total expenditure for the bui l ding , 
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Leh man , Donald J . , Architectural Histori a n , Public Buildings 
Service , Ge nera l Services Administration , Washington , 
D. C. Interview , November 29 , 1971 . I 

i 
Lehman , Donal d J . Executive Office Building . Genera l Service s l 
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A s the designa t ed S1a te Lia i son O ffic er for th e N a­

tio nal H i storic Preserva t ion A c t of 1966 (Puh lic L aw 

89-665), I h ereby n omina te this p ro p e rty for inc lus io n 

in the National R e gis ter and c e rtify that it has bee n 

eva luat e d accordjng: to ihe c rite ria and procedu re s s e t 

forth by the :-;ational P a rk Se rvice. The rf<comme nrle d 

level of signifk~nce of t h is n ()m1 nat ion is: 

Na t i onal CJ State !:8J L oca l 0 

Name _()_/J_c_v_'\A._J>_,_IJ_J~_J_rY_~_1_v __ 
Orlando Ridout IV 

TH~ State Liaison Offi c e r f or 
Maryland 

Date June 20 , 19 72 

I he reby ce rtify tha t this p roperty is included in the 

Na tiona l Re~i:; ter. 

C h ir f , Office .. ">( Archeology and Hi s tori c Pres l.!rvoticn 

Date 

ATTEST: 
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6 . REPRESENTATION IN EXIST ING SURVEYS , continued 

Commission for Historical and Arch i tectural Preservation 

1971 state x 

Room 402, Baltimore City Hall 
100 North Hol l iday Street 
Baltimore , Maryland 

7 . DESCRIPTION , continued 

local x 

24 

t he Holliday Street facade are mono liths and support a cornice 
and balustraded parapet , which forms a spacious balcony on the 
second story . 

"The base of the tower , which rises behind the central section 
o f the ma in facade , is constructed of marble to the height 0f 
the colonnade . From this poi nt to the finia l of the dome iron 
was employed , and 12 cast i ron columns support t he dome on the 
interior . Housed wi thin the uppermos t portion of the dome is 
a massive alarm bell . The firs t one , nicknamed "Big Sam, " 
weighed 6,000 pounds , but i n 1889 it developed a crack an~ was 
replaced in September of that year by "Lord Baltimore," the 
present 7 , 403 pound bell . 

"On the interior of the bui lding all of the first floor o ff i ces 
are designed with lofty ceilings , giving the illusion that they 
are two stories in height . The second floor , rather than the 
third as in Mr . Ma.rshal l 1 s plan , was designated as a grand 
hall , later ~ecoming an armory for the National Guard . Rising 
through the center of the structure , the rotunda has a di amete r 
of 44 feet at its base and a height of 119 fee t three inche s . 
In its uppermost portion , four figures representing Cow~erce , 
Agriculture , Manufactures, a nd the A~ts are colored on glass 
which fits into the interior dome . Hor.izontal divis ions o f 
the rotunda agree with the heights oL the different stories , 
with walls on each floor being divided into e ight parts . The 
architectural order of the first story is Roman Doric; of the 
second, Roman Ionic ; and of the third , Roman Corinthian . The 
rotunda is made of Scagliola , a ~ype of hard, polished p l aster 
work imitating marble . It is also of different varieties , 
with that of the first floor simulating marble from Tennessee ; 
the second , Lisbon ; and the third , Siena . 

-continued-
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"After the city hall design had b een approved , and bids bas0.d 
o n these plans had been auvertised , a Building Cornmi t tee was 
appointed by Mayor Chapman in the spring of 186, . One of the 
first acts of the -committee was the selection of Frederick a s 
Consulting Archi tect , to assist in carrying out his own plans . 
On. October 18 , 1867 , the cornerstone was laid with elaborate 
ceremonies , and during the following y e ar the cellar was exca­
vated, some of the foundation walls erected , and the new Citv 
Hal l seemed well on its way to completion . 

"But in the summer of 1869 , the ug ly charge of " fraud " was 
publicly hurled at the Building Corn~ittee , and on September 28 
of that year the members of the committee were asked t o resign 
their positions . This action fol l owed a thorough inves tigation 
of the charges , which had to do with the aw~rding of the 
building material contracts fo r marb le , brick , lumber , and 
cerr.en t. . . . 

"During the 75 years since its completion , the appearance of 
the City Hal l has remained relative l y unchanged . The only 
extensive repai rs were executed in 1928 , after a n inspection of 
t he building had disclosed the total disintegration of a nu111her 
of marble balusters , <lent i ls , and other small ornamenta l pieces . 
The damage was at t r ibuted t o a strong cleaning aci d which- had 
been used on the exterio r of the building some years be f ore . 

"The City Hall ' s exi stence was endangered i n 1904 , when th e 
Gr eat Fire came to within a block of the b uil d ing . It was 
threatened even more recently when the City Comptrol l e r, i n 
1944, suggested that a ne w City Hall be erected on the same 
s i tc . "1 

I l Bernard B . Perlman , "The Ci tv Hal l , Baltimore , " Marv-
land Historical Magazine, Vol. XLVII .(1952) , 50-53. 

.,. 
8. SIGN IFICANCE , continued 

including fees , interior furnishings and l andscaping, amounted 
to $2,271,135.64, $200,bOO under the appropria tion . 

F r ederick ' s building was Baltimoie ' s first City Hall. Since 
the 1790's the Baltimore government.-had b een housed in convert­
ed quarters. From 1823 to 1830, the city 'government han rented 
space in the Baltimore Exchange , des igned by Benjamin H. La-

-continued-
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t r obe . I n 1830 , the c i ty governmen t b ough t Peale ' s Museum and 
Gallery of Fine Arts , d e signe d by Rob ert Cary Long , Sr. , to be 
used a s office s pace . Thirty y ear s l a t e r the c ity h eld the . 
f i r st competit ion for d esign s fo r a city h a ll . The winning 
dE!s.ign ne ver l e ft t he drawing b o an1. /\ s e cond competition 
f ail e d to p r od u ce a bui lding . Th e thi r d competitio n in 1864 h a d 
two e ntra nts, Thomas S . Go odwin a nd George A . Fred e rick . 

Actua l construction did not b egin until 1867 owing to the ·Civil 
Wa r . The build ing wa s completed in 1875. 

The iro nwork for the Baltimo r e City Hall staircase and dome was 
the work of We ndel Bollman, inve ntor of the Bollman truss , an 
innovational bridging principle used by nineteenth-ce ntury 
railroad compa nies . · 

9 . BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued 

Ge ne ral Service s Administration, 1970. 

Perlman , Bernard B . "The City Hall, Baltimore . 11 Marylanc'l His­
torical Magazine . Vol. XLVI I (1952), 40-54 . 

Wodehouse , Lawrence . "John McAr thur , Jr . (1823-1900 . " Journa l 
of the Society of ~rchitectural Historians. Vol . 
XXVIII (December 1969) , 271-283 . 
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100 N.Holliday Street 1867- 75 Architect: George A. Frederick 

This elaborate marble struch.Jre with its lofty cast-iron dome covers a full city block. 
It was begun on Apri I 11, 1867 and dedicated on April 28, 1875. The dedication ceremonies 
were extensively covered in .the BALTIMORE SUN and the account celebrated an extremely 
rare occurrence in the history of the spending of public money--Baltimore's City Hall was 
completed for a quarter of a million dollars less than the appropriation. · 

,"The structure is an ornament to the City and a monument to the honest 
administration of public affairs . The total cost of the imposing pile, 
incluc;ling the ground and its magnificent furniture throughout, has been 
$2, 271, 135 .65 out of an appropriation of $2, 500, 000, leaving a surplus 
of $228,864.36. 11 

Designed by George A. Frederick, Boltimore1s City Hall is an excellent example of the 
public building style popular after the Civil War. Although smaller in size, it is comparable 
in quality and style to the old State Department building in Washington, D.C. and the 
Philadelphia City Hall . Built of white marble from Baltimore County, its cast-iron dome 
by Wendel I Bol Iman was manufach.Jred in this City by the same firm that did the Capitol 
dome in Washington. . 

Deed ref: J B -1082/139 Lot size: 149' x 2381 

Wd: 4 Sec : 12 
Bl k: 1302 Lot: 1 Owner: Mayor and City_ Council of Baltimore 
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Baltimore City Hall 
100 N. Holliday Street 
Block 1302, Lot 001 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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