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] Excellent "] Good [} Fair 3 Deteriorated ] Ruins [] Unexpased
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7] Altered M Unaltered ] Moved [X) Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lake Clifton Valve House, or Gate House, is a massive
octagonal stone structure. Large Romanesgue archways alternate
with Gothic style windows which once contained stained glass.
Remnants of the colorful glass patterns may still be seen in
the turret, atop an intricate tile roof supported by a com-
plicated system of iron trusses. The interior contains the
wheels by which the water gates were opened and closed. There
is also a marble tablet inside which commemorates the completion
of the Lake Clifton project in 1888.

The Valve House stands at the juncture of two tree-lined
drives, constructed at the same time, to afford the Victorians
a fine carriage ride around the lake and a vantage point from
which to view the entire eastern section of the City.

A thorough search of City records has failed to reveal the
name of an architect for the building, although the engineers
for the project were Edward Heffner, Jr., Samuel W. Knapman and
Charles A. Hook. 1In all probability, the style of the structure
was copied .from a similar building or a sketchbook of architec-
tural studies, as was usual in those days. (A detailed des-
cription of the Lake Montebello Valve House, which closely re-
sembles this one, is included in thé& Water Department report of
December 31, 1878.)

The exceptional quality of this'building results not only
from its unique design and sturdy construction, but more from

‘Ithe! fact that it is one -of the few remaining relics:of an era

when men of imagination ventured to create a temple to.fill a
mundane need. *
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FK SIGNIFICANCE

FERIOE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[} Pre-Celumbian [T} 16th Century [} 18th Century

[} 15th Century 1 17th Century 3 19th Century

"] 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S! (If Applicable ‘and Known) 1 8 87 g l 8 8 8

AREAS OF SIGNIFIcANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal [C] Educatien =k PD‘III“.C;JI [ Urbon Planning
~ . [O Prehistoric &I Engineéring  _ '-i. [ Religion/Phi. - . ' X Other (Specify) :
[C] Histaric h Industry losephy Waten SUDDlV

[] Agriculture ’L_] Inwention ; €] Science

K1 Architectwe ‘7] Lendscape - : [ ‘Sevlpture

] Arnt Architecture [C| Seeial/Human-

[} Commerce [J Literoture itarian

[] Communications 1 Military [} Theater

[] Conservation ] Music [1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

The Valve House (Gate House) at Clifton Park is one of
several unique structures built by the Baltimore City Water

Department during the period of its expansion in the late
1800's.*

Following several periods of drought, the State Legisla-
ture appropriated $4 million to dam the Gunpowder River at
Loch Raven and bring water through a tunnel into the north-
eastern section of the City. This project, begun in 1876,
was scarcely underway when it became evident that the capacity
of the distributing reservoir (Lake Montebello) was insuffi-
cient for the rapidly increasing needs of Baltimore City.

A second reservoir was necessary and it was located at Clifton,

the summer home of Johns Hopklns, less than a mlle south of
Montebello. . FRNUR _ ;%

The new Lake Clifton and its gate chambers were completed
in 1888. The Water Department annual report for.that year
states that water was let into Lake Clifton on December 27,

1888 and that the "gatehouse 'is completed and is now in woxk-
ing order."

In 1894, Clifton was purchased by the City for a park and
the reservoir remained in service until it was no longer
needed. 1In 1968, the lake was drained and filled as the site
of a new senior high school. At the present time the only
vestige of Lake Clifton remaining is the old Valve House, a

remarkable Victorian structure still housing the machinery
of a bygone age.

* Other interesting structures are located at Lake

Montebello and at the Druid Hill Park reservoir.




Al

Saihiers

=

b
1
1
s

B

or o A e T ey

oK

3

m@ B-63

|97 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Bond, Allen Kerr,
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Quick, Alfred M.,
History and Its People, I.

1957)... _ : 2 2

"The Parks of Baltimore,"

"Baltimore Water Works,"

.. "Baltimore's Busiest Sports Field,"

Baltimore, Its
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New York, 1912. P. 418.

The Sun (July 14,

[10. GEQGRAPHICAL DATA

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATHIODE AND-LONGITOREICOOR I ATES .
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROFERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R  OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES. ;
CORMNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW = ' " 2 ! " 39° 19:07.647" 76° 35 *14.119
NE o " " o . -
SE o ' . " o y » ] $38 eoaTie A
Sw_ o . L4 a [ -
AFPPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
15T ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY = CODE
STATE: CODE | counTY: CoDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | counTY: CoDE
SR, .
}. FORM PREPARED BY I
NAME AND TITLE: = .
Mrs. Preston Parish, Keeper of the Maryland Register
OHGANIZATION CATE
Maryland Historical Trust wid st In at e UINove 10, 1970
STREET AND NUMBER: e 2
Post Office Box 1704 Hek B D G e o ez
CITY OR TOWN: ) rsTATE CODE
Annapolis Maryland o 24
{12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION :
1 | BN 2 TR e Bt R

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register apd certify that it has been
evaluat-‘-d-accorrimgl to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nonunation is:

St ne e I.uL‘Bl w

National ||

— ()4,(7(2/7,4/{ '/ /ﬂz /M 14

Orlando Ridout IV

Title State Liaison Officer
for Maryland
Date DEC 2 Is_za

fional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
~Natiohal Register. ') . . ..... . ' 1.4

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Late

238

SNOIL1O2NY1LSNI

===
!
r
¥ "
e
k.
L
i

ok o i

- 2

T Y e T

g e T

b

v e

R o s ol S raalie, i Ll i e € it e B DU SR Sk e g e AR s e (s B B e

i

Ty T




“TH

£

S

=

3
5
%

e e e
S

G e e ek T L B ST

MHT B-63 .

Form 10-300a © UNITED ¢ MES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR s
(July 1969) " ATIONAL PARK SERVICE b aryland

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [eo0nTY
% .
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Baltimore City

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entriea)

Clifton Park Valve House,

#6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (continued)

1970 Maryland Register of historic sites and landmarks

Maryland Historical Trust
P. O. Box 1704
Annapolis, Maryland 21404 code: 24

#9. REFERENCES

Annual Reports of the Water Department to the Mayor and City
Council 1880-1890. (Located in the Baltimore City Hall,
Department of Legislative Reference Library).

Recorder: . Catharine F. Black, Member, Commission for Historical
and Architectural Preservation, 402 City Hall, 100 North
Holliday Street, Baltimore, Maryland.
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Form 10-301 UNITED §ES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
{Dec. 1948) - TIONAL PARK SERVICE ] - _Qit_':lrjland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RSO _
Baltimore City
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY BUMPER SAE
[1. NAME

lcommon: Clifton Park Valve House (Lake Clifton Valve House)

[snoior misToric.  Lake Clifton Gate House

. LOCATION

STREET ANDO NUM BER: y

2801 HBarford Road (Clifton Park)

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore.

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

Maryland 24 Baltimore City 510

(3.

MAP REFERENCE

SOURCE:

U.5.G:iS. 7.5 minute map; Baltimore East Quadrangle, Maryland

SCALE: _'|_:24J000
DATE: 1953

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and lengitude reference.
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SEE

UNITED STATIS DEPARTMENT OF TrE (NTERIOR LR B

'NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Marvlsnd B
‘ COUNTY
Baltimore Citg

NAT!ONAL.GISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
FOR NPS USE OﬂLY

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) BATE

ENTRY NUMBER

AND/QH H1S onlc

COMMOMN:

) Lake Clifton Gate Hous
CATION T PSR e

BTREET AND NUMBER:

2801 Harford Road (Cllfton_Pa:k)

CITY OR TOWN:

Baltimore

STATE: COUNTY:

Maryland Baltimore City

. PHOTO REF ERENCE _

ENSTRUCTIONS

PHOTO CREDIT:

Romaine S. Somerville
Snrlna 1970

PRRATRIE LD BT Comm;ssxon for Historical and Architectural
ity Hal £ Maryland 21202

DATE OF PHOTO:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Valve House, Clifton Park, Baltimore City

from the'southwest
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Form 10-300
(Dec. 1968)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATICNAL PARK SERVICE

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

STATE:
g{%.

'(\.i\r

COUNTY:

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ANNAFOLIS, MD. 21404

ENTRY MNMUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
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[1. NAME
C OMMON:
CLIFTON PARK VALVE HOUSE . (# Lok C (Jr{n_ %xpft )‘yaw-e )
AND/OR HISTORIC:
LAKE CLIFTON GATE HOQUSE
(2. LOCAT!ON :
ET AND NUMBE
"2801 Hartord Road (Clifton Park)
[CiTy OR TOWN:
Baltimore
STATE CODE COUNTY: I CODE
Mayryland ti i
| yian 12 Baltimore City
[3. CLASSIFICATION
P CATEGORY OWNERSHIF STATUS l ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
=z = — | 1
District [C] Building [ Public X‘_j | Public Acquisition: Occupied 1] Yes:
© Site Structure 1 | Private ™A In Process 1 !'Unoccupied [X1| Restricted []
0 X ! O
— Object 0 Both ] ' Being Considered | F"nes.ufvution waork _ Unrestr?cted}{:]
. _L in progress [ ]| No: 0
w PRESENT USE (Check One oi Alare as Appropriate)
= Agricuitural £ Government (] Park X Transportation [ Comments O
(V' Commercial il | Industrial [fﬁ Private Residence I Other (Specify) M ooy
[ Educational 0 Military G Religious |
v Entertainment [ | Museum M Scientific g i
—~ [4. OWNER OF PROPERTY |
= OWNERS NAME: 1
Mayor and City Council |
(1N} STREET AND NUMBER: i
1
w City Hall - 100 N. Holliday Street j
A CITY OR TOWN: STATE" I cooe ‘! @
Baltimore, Maryland P2 ¥
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ¥ 1'-1
CCURTHOUSE, REGISTRY oF pEEDs. £7c: [and Hecord Office of the Superior Court of
Baltimore City. Liber:JB 1393; Folio 63 and Liber:JB 105; Folic 365
STREET AMD NUMBER:
Room P.LO, Baltmorb City Court House, Calvert % Fayette St., Balto.. Md.
CITY OR TOWN: STATE | conE 4
Baltimore _ - Maryland f ,/yf_‘; L <
|APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF MOMINATED PROPESTY: #3-80re8 | (o DA Ceila il 2970 | :
. REPRESENTATION N EXISTING SURVEYS T see l’T”}{} {/n ‘ta JAmdM{ _ﬂ__:‘
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation
DATE OF SURVEY: 1967 Federal [ ] State [_| Ceounty [} Loeal ] I?
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: =
» =<
Room 402, City Hall z
STREET AND NUMBER: |E
100 N. Holliday Street iﬁ
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: I‘_‘
Baltimore Maryland (_( Ic

ATTHO 35N SdN 304
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p SHEEY
o FIEL
[7- DESCRIPTION N
(Check Ona)
SRR Excellent [] Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated [Z] Ruins [) Unexposed []
(Check Onre) - (Check One)
INTEGRITY Altered [ Unaltered m( Moved [} Original Site m

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

The Lake Clifton Valve House, or Gate House, is a massive
octagonal stone structure., Large Homanesque archways alternate with Gothic
style windows which once contained stained glass. Remnants of the colorful
glass patterns may still be seen in the turret, atop an intricate tile roof
supported by a complicated system of iron trusses. The initerior contains
the wheelgs by which the water gates were opened and closed. There is also
a marble tablet inside which commemorates the completion of the Lake Clifton
project in 1888,

The Valve House stands at the juncture of two tree-lined drives,
constructed at the same time, to afford the Victorians a fine carriage ride
around the lake and a vantage point from which to view the entire eastern
section of the City.

A thorough search of City records has failed to reveal the name
of an architect for the building, although the engineers for the project
were Edward Heffner, Jr., Samuel W. Knapman and Charles A, Hook. In all
probability, the style of the structure was copied froma similar building
or a sketchbook of architectural studies, as was usual in those days. (4
detailed description of the Lake Montebello Valve House, which closely
resembles this one, is included in the Vater Department report of
December 31, 1878).

The exceptional quality of this building results not only from its
unique design and sturdy construction, but more from the fact that it is one
of the few remaining relics of an era when men of imagination ventured to

create a temple to fill a mundane need.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

-

FIELD SHEET g-e3

s -Ba
{8, SIGNIFICANCE ‘
FERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) "
Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [ 18th Century [] 20th Century [

15th Century (] 17th Century [] 19th Century (X

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 1887-1888

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal Education | Political O Urban Planning 11
Prehistoric O Engineering i Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) [_?;
Historic O Industry P losophy ]

Agriculture O Invention =l Science X Water Sllpply

Art [l Landscape Sculpture O

Commerce [ Architecture [[ Social/Human-

Communications [ | Literature U itarian [l

Conservation |l Military {w Theater O

Music O Transportation [

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Valve House (Gate House) at Clifton Park is one of several
unique structures built by the Baltimore City Water Department during the
period of its expansion in the late 1800t's.™

Following several periods of drought, the State Legislature
appropriated $4 million to dam the CGunpowder River at Loch Raven and
bring water through a tunnel into the northeastern section of the City.
This project, begun in 1876, was scarcely underway when it became evident
that the capacity of the distributing reservoir (Lake Montebello) was
insufficient for the rapidly increasing needs of Baltimore City. A second
reservoir was necessary and it was located at Clifton, the surmer home of
Johns Hopkins, less than a mile south of Mbntebelio.

The new lake Clifton and its gate chambers were completed in
1888. The Water Department annual report for that year states that water
was let into Lake Clifton on December 27, 1888 and that the "gatehouse is
completed and is now in working order."

In 1894, Clifton was purchased by the City for a park and the
reservoir remained in service until it was no longer needed. In 1968, the
lake was drained and filled as the site of a new senior high school. At
the present time the only vestige of Lake Clifton remaining is the old

Valve House, a remarkable Victorian structure still housing the machinery

of a bygone are. (Cont.)
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®. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES e

Bond, Allen Kerr. "The Parks of Baltimore", Baltimore, Its History and Its
People, I. Mew York, 1912. PP, LLl-LLS,

Quick, Alfred M, "Baltimore Water Vorks", Baltimore, ITts History and Tts
People, I. New York, 1912. P, |18,

."Baltimore's Busiest Sports Field", The Sun (July 14, 1957).

Anmal lgeports of the Water Department to the Mayor and City Council 1880-
1 90.
Reference Library).

(Located in the Baltimore City Hall, Department of legislative

"10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R JOF LESS THAN OME ACRE

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE FRORPERTY

CORNER LATITURE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LOMGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds i
NW ° ' - ° , - 3% 19 07.6L%" 35 14,119
NE o ] L] o " -
SE o " " =] L) ]
SW o ’ L] o ' -
v
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CCoDE m
m
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: COoDE z
v
STATE: COLE | COUNTY: CODE ]
e A
1}, FORM PREPAREL BY c
NAME AND TITLE:
Catharine F. Black, Member £
ORGANIZATION CATE -
Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation 1970 e
STREET AND NUMBER: o
02 City Hall - 100 N, Holliday Street =
CITY OR TOWN: . ETATE CODE
w
Baltimore Maryland —

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1ION NATIOMAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended G 3 = E -
" % PICSREROOE Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:
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(Cont.,)

SIGNIFICANCE

* Other interesting structures are located at Lske Montebello
and at the Druid Hill Park reservoir.
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Clifton Park Valve House
(Lake Clifton Valve House)
2803 Saint Lo Drive

Block 4199, Lot 008
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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