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The Mount Clare Mansion in Baltimore City, is a National Historic La11dmark, and is an example of 
a wealthy plantation owners dwelling from the second half of the eighteenth century. It is a 5-part 
Maryland house, with hyphens and extensions. The north fucade is the main entrance and contains a 
portico which has a "tower" built above it. The house is owned by the National Society of the 
Colonial Darnes of American in the State of Maryland and i s maintained as a recreational park. The 
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Register of Historic Places, and as a Landmark. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Project Review and Compliance 
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Survey No. B-7 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE IDSTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - IIlSTORIC 
CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
_x_ Western Shore 

Piedmont 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, Prince George's and St. Maiy's) 
(Baltimore City, B:altimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

__ Western Maryland (Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

Paleo-Indian 10000-7500 B.C. 
__ Early Archaic 7500-6000 B.C. 

Middle Archaic 6000-4000 B.C. 
Late Archaic 4000-2000 B .C. 

__ Early Woodland 2000-500 B.C. 
Middle Woodland 500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
Late Woodland/Archaic A.D. 900-1600 
Contact and Settlement A.D. 1570- 1750 

_x_ Rural Agrarian Intensification A.D. 1680-1815 
_x_ Agricultural-Industrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870 

X Industrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930 
X Modem Period A.D. 1930-Present 

__ Unknown Period ( _ prehistoric _historic) 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
__ Demographlc 
__ Religion 
__ Technology 
__ Environmental Adaptation 

V. Resource Type: 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

__ Agriculture 
X Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 

and Community Planning 
__ Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 

Government/Law 
__ Military 
__ Religion 
_x_ Social/Educational/Cultural 
__ Transportation 

Category: ---""B"'""'tril=· "'"dm=· .._.g ________________ _ 
Historic Environment: Rural -Urban --='-"==--=-"'-=;;.._ _______________ _ 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Sing1e Family Dwelling and Park, plantation 
Known Design Source: _ 
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1. STAT E 

COUNTY 

Maryland 
Baltimore City 

TOWN VI CINI TY 

srnEET No. Carroll Park 

ORIGIN AL OWNER 

ORIGINAL US E 

P RESE NT OWN E R 

PRES ENT USE 

WA LL_' CONSTRU C TION 

NO . OF STORIES 

00 0 7 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY B-7 

2. NAME Mt . Cla r e Mansion 

DA TE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGN IFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

5. PHYSICAL CONDI T ION OF !:TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCA TION MAP (Pion Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Tit/.,, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, O:TC. 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9 . NAME, ADDRESS AND' Tl TLE OF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 
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SITE OF RATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Mount Clare, M.aryland 

Location: Baltimore County, in th~ center of Carroll Park, ott 
Washington Boulavard, between Monroe Bayard Streets. 

Ownership: City of Baltimore; operated by the National Society 
of Colonial Dam.es in Maryland, Mrs. William R. Miller, 
President, Mount Clare, Carroll Place, Baltimore, Mary
land, 21227. 

Statement ot Significance 

Mount Clare, erected around 1763-67, is an excellent 
example of a Southern brick plantation house with superior Georgian 
architectural qualities. It is also the oldest and finest extant 
colonial structure in the city of Baltimor.e. Mount Clare's existing 
wings and hyphens, however, are reconstructions that do not follow 
or resemble the original detached dependencies. 

History 

In 1754 John Henry Carroll built a bachelor's house on 
this plantation; his cottage was probably utilized as one dependency 
of the later main house, thus giving rise to tradition that Mount 
Clare was built in 1754. Charles Carroll, the barrister (so-cal.led 
to distinguish him trom his distant relative--Cbarles Carroll, the 
signer), and brother of John Henry, inherited the estate, and about 
1763, on the occasion of his marriage, probably began the construction 
of the main section of Mount Clare. l Work was still in progress on 
the house 1n 1767. The plantation house remained in the hands of the 
Carroll f'amily until l840. Between that year and the beginning of the 
Civil War, all of the 'outbuildings, including the two dependencies of 
the main house, disappeared. During the waz Mount Clare was used as 
quarters tor Union ot:ricers. After 1865 the house was leased by a 
group of German men who used it as a Germ.an beer garden until 1890, 
when the City of' Baltimore purchased the structure and 70 acres of 
land for a park in South Baltimore. In 1910 the City reconstructed 
the two existing hyphens and wings which were then used as public 
restrooms. In 1917 the Rational Society of Colonial De.mes in Mary
land took over the operation of the main house. Mount Clare has 
been repaired, restored, and redecorated :from time to time, major 
vork being done in 1940. In 1960 the two wings were also given to 
the 1'ational Society and these have been converted into a colonial 
kitchen and library. 

\"he '"archi tectutal style of the house and other construction 
features also support a date of 1763, rather than 1754. 

~· . ,~ .. . :. ~. . .. ... ~ ~. 
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Condition 

Mount Clare is a two-story brick structure with a partial 
basement and an attic and is 46 feet long and 36 feet deep.. 'Dia 
south (or rear) wall is laid in all-header bond brickwork above the 
water table and the other three walls are laid in an 1rregu1ar 
Flemish bond. The roof is gabled and there are two pair or finely 
decorated brick end chi.miieys. The upper two-thirds of each' stack is 
corbelled so as to achieve a panel and cornice effect. The main facades 
are interesting and ditterent from each other. !!.'he north (or front) 
elevation is dominated by a projecting portico with a room .over it. 
!l'he room is lighted by a Palladian window and the gable roof above 
the room and porch is pedimented. The portico, 18 feet wide and 8 
feet deep, has four round lJ..mestone columns and two half-round pilasters, 
vhich support a classical entablature of wood. With its broad portico, 
the north fac~e appears to be o~ three bays Vide. Most of the windows 
on the north elevation and on both gable ends have rounded wooden 
lintels which are topped' by segmented brick arches. All first floor 
Vindows have nine over. nine light sash and those in the second story, 

·nine over six sash. The cornice on :front and rear elevations is boldly 
modillioned. 

The south (rear or garden) facade bas five bays vith the 
central three projecting slightly in a paTilion which is crowned by a 
broad pediment. The existing lunette in tb.e center of the pediment 
is a 19th century replaceni*nt; an old painting showa an oval ·or circular 
opening in this place. A particularly interesting feature of the south 
facade is the use of colossal brick pilasters at the corners of the 
pavilion and house. These pilasters are polychromatic, with. lighter 
bricks running down their centers, g:f..ving the effect of narrow quoins 
to the .edges. The windows on this elevation have rectangular wooden 
t'rames and fiat brick arche~ above. An early 19th century painting 
of Mount Clare shows that the central block once had two detached 
dependencies. !'b.ese were simple gable-roof' cottages that were built 
at right angles to the main house. The reconstructed .wings and hyphens 
do not follow the l8tb century plan or ~~~semb+e the dependencies. -

!!.'he north entrance door of the main house opens into a 
center hall that extends about half-way through the house. To the 
left of the main hall is a separate stair hall, and to the right a 
small office. The second tier of :rooms, on the south side, is com
prised of tvo large rooms, the cl1.nlng room in the northwest corner 
and the draving room in the southwest portion. '!'he walls of the first 
rooms are plastered in a manner to g:f..Ye the effect of wooden paneling, 
an interesting and uusual treatment. The chimney pieces have delicate · 
deco:~at1ons in tile Adam style and may have been added after 1783. 
There are simple wooden baseboards throughout and the noors are of 
Vide pine boards. The second noor • contains three bedrooms and the 
room located over the portico. The main house is in excellent condi,tion 
and is open to visito~s as a historic house exhibit. 
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Mount Clare, Baltimore, Maryland East (rear) elevation. NPS Photo. 1968 



Mount <.;.Lare, Baltimore, Maryland (West or f'ront e.LevationJ 
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Superio·..- c.eor9i&.n ar<::hi toecTiu'al q\IAli t ies are :fo.:md in Mount 
Clar• (176.3- 1767). .a.n e...-=ellent ex:aJtple of a Sou~rn brick 
plan~a.tiCft hou~. Moun't C lar• i:11 a two-story ~ick s tTU.Ct1.J.rlP: 
wit\\ a p a.rtia.l baSAt"l~t\t ;m.Q -an attic ~d is 4t. feet l on<;t and 
.36 f e<t 't de<ep. nw ~-ch (o-c n'.:U} ..all is lai d ill a.11-aea~r 
band br i c.1..--...cr..rl<: •!--~~ the wa'!:<t.r 1.:a.b.i<11 a.nd th~ ..,~r th:- • • 1111 
a.r-e lair! in an irTe91=-l= F l)C}!t.i!J.h !!>¢'1:1<1. Th.., :l'O<)'! is 9 abla d L"ld 
t heir<!! a r ct- OK> p..tl il' ot .!intt: l y ~o:i:it·u1d ·~n: ic..!t llnd c.himn<!l'ys. The 
u~?' °t'IO")-tid r d5 -.:.f cia~h .,t.::.c!i: :l.s .::orla.~J.lc-:! s<> .:.:.i tu '*C..ili1''V'I! a 
panel. oll:a<i .;o=.k~ 1!~:b.e<:t: . The -.a.i.- tac&<.'~!!. ':ll't Ui·t '!.i'.'!l1St i.n9 and 
di.ft'11>>:~·n't :fr.:;-.r. e .wc)) o 't!'\(cl.r ,, Th<0t ue'r.t.<"l (or f?'C>Ot) 1?l>:·r~'ticn i s 
d=i,."!,.\-:;e...J iov ;a fl>:Cjt.;<: t':'..m~ F"-" "'::i<:O ..-it\': ~ %'0<>·" 0V"''t' i '?. '!iw ? <>Oil! 

i:s Uq.ht~d bf a Pul..1.:i.~-"'-"' •·"~!''-''~ .. , and th<! 9ablc r e<Yf ~ t,,_ 
r CC3 and porch i s ?>!·:.1.:1.-.m:<'.-:.': . -~it P"rti.:o, 18 f~t wide U>d 8 
f'l'!~n: d-;>. h4<.s 'f?t?r ~oum."! 11-·,,'t~ c ol•l1'<"-<:'1 ~d 't°k'O b a l .f-re-.wid 
p ilas'teors • ..-hicb 1"1:'::.'."'<'X'1: -. cl•;;dc.>~ e~t.~ .. .a-r..t:<: of ~. 
With i ts bJ:oad po:rt.:i.co . 'the noT'th .fa.c~ appol!a.:r<ll to be .:>nl!' th.r-ee 
b ay s wide . 

-~. 

The south (rear ".Ir g ar..,..:n j tacade has .five 9.s.ys with the central 
thre e p=ojectin<J slightly in a pavilion ll!hicb is c:rcn'!l-ed by a 
b road pedimf"rit. The e xistiny lunet-te in the c_,n ter of the .. '-; 

"!Or;'"'•-· 

ped:i.11t~nt is a 19th-century :replace~t ; an old pa.intiI19 shows 
an oval o r <.:.irccla:r o pen ing in this pla ce. A particularly 
int~resting :f~a'ture of. t he 11o.i:.th .facade is t he u s-e of colos&a.l 
brick pil<1stnrs a t "th« c orr.:<':rs ot!. t he pav~l.lon :and hou $:e. 
Th<'~ pilas'te~s ;,;.:r-~ p<>lyc·..x~at:.c, 'Witt. J.ightvr 'bricks -running 
d<'i<-r. t heir C."""1tt:l""• . <;·'.:vi.··r:.: t.be e:!~·t'-".:t ot: t:.· -:-ro-~ q<>••ins to the 
e&~-.e s . At: e""1"1)' :o ·· ~<::"'"-~::y p.ai.nti'<lg o~ ~' ·«t'lt Cl<>rQ sh~s 
'C.h~ t t.hc:.. c t l:'JT,= .. b - - ... ~ .e - ~-~ t wo <L..,,'t:: • .._ ... ~p.c-:.~:Ocnt.:ie£ ... _ 
Th .. ~s~ ..,. -r.;: ~- .. :·- _ -:e-t tA.9~.s ~r. -..: v . .. ~·~ buil't at richt 
at:t;l . '! t:C "t.:.'t.. ~ - •• 1 .. '.'.' t l.l' • n~e- T"l'"J-CC. ,.,.....,~~.~- ~"-' ~£n9i; and hyt)f ~J.t.$ 
d () n c": ! o l.!.o;w t .·! .i-.c .. . ,-: ~--t ...t.r1t "'"~'ln o:: >:• )··.1.1ul~ 'tl'ie'" 

d~·r..rer- ··~"·-: l?. s . .... e £.. ':l'l b-1.-:-u.~~ i t: in e:i:-cP.ll~n~ c.ov~· .. ~ion. aJ'1rJ i!f. 
O"f."'-.: 1"; U !l a h.J. . .:!\~ ... :.: : !:::~· ·1,. !:. t!.. .. 

.. • .. ff-" > .... .. 

MSHSBi 
c ... s 

l~/19/c.,; 

:...-

-@_'. 

~-. 

c . 
\I'. 

o.l 

t.· 

Ch
t o . 
&igr 
1763 
oft.: 
the 
Ca:r 
C j v 

t h •· 
q_;.: 

~ 



'l t 
)(; 

.u:• 
"\d 
:ler: 
!Ills 
ani 
Tho 

•-« a 
;i and 
1s 

~ r oo. 
tlw 
·ld 8 
ound 

rnt.tal 
., a 

ows 

SH • .l 

nin9 
the 
s 

i ght 
hen~ 

,·· 

·' 
.·f·.,. 
. · ... 

SITE 01'' '!iA'.!'!OllAL SIC~l.!F!C~E 

Location : 'Baltimore !:o~tt, in the cent.er of r-a..-roll Pa.-J( • ort 
Val'hin~ton Bou.J,avt<..rd 1 bt.tv~ Jo'.o~ .&ay"'1"d Streets. 

O..t:e:-sh;\.p! City of Bsl.H.::!ore; O"F~:;.ted by ~e '!;!l.tioni>J. Sc-ciccy 
or ColcnirJ. .Da::>ee ill Va..ryls:::d, )t:os. liill18!!1 R. Miller I 
Presic!.en~, ~ount q.are, Carroll Place, Bl!.l.ti.mol-e, Mary
l and, 21227 . 

State111ent o r Significance 

Moun~ Clere, er ected ax-oun6 1763-67, is an excellebt 
.example or a So·.i.t.hern brick plantation house 'w"ith superior Ce<•rgian 
c cl:t1tectur.tl c;.u.e.iHies. It is also the oldest and finest ~ant 
colonial struc1.ure in the c11;y of BaltL-iore . Mo·_;.,,t Clare' s existing 
~s and h_vpl:.-!lls, hovever , e.re reconstruction:; that do not f ollow 
~r reserible t ae crii;inal detached dependencies . 

In· 1751+ John Eenry Carroll buil.t e bachelor's h ouse on 
this plazitati Jn.; bis cottege v as prol·ably •1tUize:i as one depe ndency 
of the later ,ain house, thus giVing rise to t rad.itior that Mou.at 
Clare v r,.s bu.1lt in 1754 . Charles Carroll, the barrtstt:r {so-ea.lled 
t o distinguis ll h1m !'::om his ;liatant relative-Che.rles Carroll, the 
signer), and brothe:- of J ohn Henry 1 i nherited the estate , and &b~ut 
1763 , oo the oc~asion of bis merriage, ,,-obably began the construction 
ot the ca1 n :.ection of :Mow:rt; Cl.a.re. l 'llork va.s stUl in progress on 
the ho\:se !n 1767. The ple:xtation bow:e re.mcined 1.n the banda of the 
C&.."Toll t ami.l.y until 1840. :Be'T..1een the.t yee.:r and the begin!ling of the 
C1V1.l \le.r, aU o! the ·out.buildJ.ngs., 1.ocl.udl.ng the tvo dependencies or 
the 1118.i.n bOllse, disappeared. l>..u-ing t he v al! Mount Cle.re ve.a used dC 

~rs foz Union otficers. M t.e: 1865 the tou.se va.s l e-uied by 11. 
group of Gel C8.!l e>en v!:lo u.st:d 1 t as a Gt:r:an ~er ga.rdeo un1.;.l 1890 1 

vb~n the c1•,y -Jf Eal.t i.more purchased the et...-ucture and 70 e..cres of 
l and for a ::.:rk in South Bal.t1.::!ore. In 1910 the City recoo.s'tructed 
th" tvo eJ<.i ;ti.;:ig hy'phei:11 ~c!. vi.n6s vll1ch -vere th-:n us ed e.Jl public: 
r e s•.;·c:.Quio . I::i 1917 tb.e Eu·.1onal Society of CoU!clal !)(-.,.es i n Mary
l ar.d tcoS. c <er the <me-.-etia.c o! the =-.'\ll house. )",o>JJ::.t Cl.Are has 
b een rep>.:.u~ . rei.~~Ed, 1m.:. rf"'lccorl:l"!.cl t".ro:<l t u1' to t ke , MJor 
work beia.1 doz:e 1..a 1940. I.o l)Oo v .e 'l.vo ~~ t<ere al&o giYc.c. U> 

. the P.a~i J.J .l Societ:f ~ t.bes.! l::r.•Te ~~ c:on·:ct.ed. !nt..l a coloui.e.l 
utc~e:l a.:;:,~ -

--l- --
• ...i.t: .::-..._...-1:.!~i.:....-tl !f";y:~ C! t~~ ~..:._ _.s .t:~'! at!:.~ !(..~t::P'\l.ctic.::i 

!<:t.t.~ ~- ,.1,30 6u;=-.-~ a d e, 0: 17<-J , n.~r u..e.: 17~" 
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b:nmt Clare :!.a a 'tllO-ato..7 brlc.k at.l-uct~ li'1t.\ a -pa.rl.iaJ. 
bas.ei::-~nt and a.-i .,.tt.ic an:l ia 46 fe.,t ln~~ and >,£> teei:. de~p. 'nl!I 
11ou't.lt (o;r rr:nr) va.!.1 is l a.i.d in all-heci.dt:!!' 'occ.-..1 bri ck..,01·.k above the 
vs.:e r ~able a:cd th•: •) t.he::- ~'u:ee va.l..l.s ate laid 1n <l..n 1.':' ::-ei;uL'U" 
J'l e:uoh b=<! . Tb'!' ':'<:':l' ~;; ,g:'-'11..l.ed and. the-.~ e u e t.'k-o ~ ':" o !" Unely 
d~ors:ted. br.l.ck e!l.d cJ:-~~--:ieys. 'l:he l.l" l-"'::' !;'w-:--thirds of ench sue.it is 
co?'bellcd eo es 1;c achieve a pan~l. =C. cum.t ee e rfect. ·The lll.8J.n !act.des 
a;"e ir17.e::-1::>-i:~5 and d:lrte..-ent ~~_..= ee.ch ot.h<'':". ".:he no.c-t.h (or !rout) 
eleYutioi: ~s do:.iine-:..::.i by a proJcctiu~ pon.:.co "::..U:. a rOOlli ovet- .lt . 
Tl:'le r-:?<:"' _l i; li~ t e-:': ".>:f a Ptlle~l!.!! " l!lrlo-J and. t h e gable rCQf e.bove 
the roe_,, ru:iu t:-=•cll ls p~~.'!'"'"1'..ed . The porti co, 18 fee -:. vice "lllld 8 
"tee~ deei; , h~s ;'our r o\!!!d 1.1.inc str.ine colu.&...:11 e.nd tvo he..:.t-rou.ad -_iilaete~s, 

· 'Which s upport e. class:!.cru. t:nt.abla.ture of lfood.. \.'1th i ts br.:>B.d portic'O, 
-·ibe n.ortu .fc.c&de appe!U'S to bE: ocly three bays \.'l.O.e. Most of the Yindo;:s 

· : :·_ ~n tbe oo..-tb eJ.ev;i.tion w:id oo both gable enda have r oimded VOQden 
:· _- ' -::, f..~intels vhicb are topped by se~ented brick erches . All first ·floor 

· ·, •. , ;,)'fndovs ha"\'~ I!.ine over. nine llgb.t sash e.nd those in the second story, 
· nine over six sash. The· corn.ice .on front and rear elevations 1.s boldly 

· · / .. in0d1111on~. 

.The so11th (rear or garden) facade has five bn.ys vith the 
:· c entral three prcj e ctit:g sliglrt.!y i"o a pe.Vil !.ou which is cro-..ned. .by a 
·~· :broa.d. pedi.ment - The exis-tins l une';.te ~::i t'c.e cent. .,,.r of the p e<,'.1.ment 
· .1s a 19th c ect..::; rep!.acem~t; e.:::t o l d pa~ •.1ng S!1-:r..ra e.o oval o r ~ircular 

. }. :<:_pe.o~.ng 1n °th.1. 6 plac e . A :p.srticl.lliu-l:i- L•t:er t: sti.:J.& .fed.•J.l'"f· of the sou~ 
'f;:?. .. :>.(···'t'i!.cad.<: 1& the -use of colos&e.l. bn.dt pilasters et t b.e c<,. :'l..-r:; of the 
J . ;,~,f~°\"il!.on e.nc ho~<;e. The s e p ilas-ters e..re pol.ycbr0<:>a.t tc , "1 t h light er J.. .:t>r1cks ru:1:iins dovn t heir centers 1 ~ viue; the e f f'ect of' nar:rov quoins 
l ' · ;:'to tile ·e<iJes. 'The vindo~s on thi.s elevation have recteugule.r 'Wooden 

. ·f .. • ·:rr&v.es lllid flat brick arches abo ve. An early 19T;h century pa.intlng · ··•r . . ' .-o! ~lount Clt<..re shows that t.he ce.ctre.l blC<:k o:ice bad t'Wo detached 
;i;:' · .. ,. .. a,epen~enc1€.'S. These ve:re 61.cple gable-roof cottaaes t.bat. v ere buil~ 
1 -· . · -· ·at right angle:; to the main house. nie reconstructed. wings 8.lld hypnen& 
l , ., · do not :t'ollo·J t he 18th century plan or ressemb+e the d ependencies.-I . ·\~·~ · The north e:rtra.nce door of the ll!C.in hou.se opexu; uto a 

- • · :;c~o+,.er hL.:.l the.t extends about h.el.:t- vey throtz&h. the house. To the 1 · ··. ~l<!ft or the ...a!n he.l.l. is ~ separate irt.e,ir ne.J..l, ~d. to the right a 
1 · · .. :6mall off1ce. The second tier o! rooms, on the 60\.tth side, 1s com-
f' .·. ·:'prised ot tvo large r oo!llS, the din.lag room 1n the northwest corner 
"! •.. ·· :~d. the d.re. ... tng r<Xl!!I in til'l ,;outh.,.est portion.. The vall.s of: t: . .: f irst 

l. ·. rooe s ere pi e.s-ter.ed in a llll'ln!ler to give the ef!ect of vooden ;iunel.ing, 
· an itrte-reG-ting ~ UHu.aual trea~t. The cl:d~y pieco:s have delice:te· 

. ;.··]: : '• • . : • . ~ ,:~eC0'.7e.tiO!l,S in the M am style IUl.d. r;.ay he•1e b eea. added a.t'ter 1783. 
· :·;"' There are si.!:!ple "tl0<X6!l bueboar<is th..--C~-::tOL.'t mL the floors a.re Of 

' . '. 'wide pine boardo . T'.ae sec::ood !1.oor .·coate.in.G three b edroo::u>. ezJd -the 
"• .- -- -;r oom located over the portico. ~e me.in h~ is iJ1 «')lCelle:nt C')odit!.on . .. . . ~ . 

. : and is 0~11 to Yisitcrs as a hl.atoric bou£e exh.il:>it. -4.' 
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