
B- 89 
Brown ' s Wharf Warehouse 

Statement of Significance 

Brown ' s Wharf Warehouse is a fine example of the type of 

building used in the earliest days of Baltimore ' s cargo-handling 

industry . In continuous use as a warehouse for over 150 years, 

the buildings have been altered little since being built. Now 

operated as a maritime museum, Brown ' s Wharf Warehouse is one 

of the few cargo buildings of this period to survive . 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~OOD 
_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 
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CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Brown ' s Wharf , 1621 Thames Street was built in 2 stages . 

The first two war ehouses were built in 1820-22 by the Biays 

Brothers, and the wharf and remaining two warehouses were added 

by George Brown in 1868 . 

The first twq warehouses are b~ilt of brick , ~ - s tories high 

with a loft, and a steeply pitched roof . The west building 

measures eighty feet by thirty-five feet , and the ea?t building 

fifty feet by forty-eight feet . The east building also has a 

one story annex , twenty - three by forty-eight feet . The bricks 

for the buildings came from England , and the slate for the roofs 

from Wales . The walls are twenty inches thick , the lintels 

eight inches thick , seven feet l ong, and made of granite . The 

eighteen by twelve inch beams are of Georgia Pine . 

On the top floors of the warehouses , iron rods run from an 

iron plate on t he out s i de walls and along the beams , whe r e they 

are connected by a t urnbuckle . These rods keep t he walls from 

swaying in the high winds . 

The 1868 warehouses , also of brick are three stories high 

and front on Thames Street . They are similar in constr uction 

to the original buildings . When built , t here was a seventeen

foot covered roadway that ran from Thames Street , between the 

four buildings to the pier. 

cont ' d 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

>ERIOO 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400· 1499 

- 1500-1599 

_1600·1699 

_ 1700-1799 

LJaoo-1a99 

~1900· 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

~RCHITECTURE - EDUCATION 

_ART _ENGINEERING 

.LcoMMERCE - EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS L 1NDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
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_ LITERATURE 
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L TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER !SPECIFY) 

Brown ' s Wharf Warehouse is a fine example of the type of 

building used in the earliest days of Baltimore's c argo-handling 

industry. In continuous use as a warehouse for over 150 years , 

the buildings have been altered little since being built . Now 

operated as a maritime museum , Brown's Wharf Warehouse is one 

of the few cargo buildings of this period to survive. 

Historical Significance: 

Brown 1 s Wha.rf which today houses a museum of local history 

and cargo-handling operations is one of the oldest warehouses 

in Baltimore. It has been in continuous use for over 150 years . 

In 1840 George Brown, son of Alexander Brown , bought a 

stretch of waterfront land that was owned by a group of Fells 

Point businessmen. Already in ex istence were two warehouses 

built by the Biays brothers in 1822 . Brown immediately built 

a new pier in front of the warehouses. In 1868 , he added on 

two new buildings, and an innovative covered roadway to keep the 

warehouses accessible in even the roughest weather . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY cont'd 
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The Fells Point Star~ by No r man Ruker t 
Baltimore : Bodi ne an Assoc . , 19 76 
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Brown's Wharf Warehouse 
7 ·Arch. Desc. 

p . 2 

The west facade of each of the 1822 warehouses is a blind 

facade , four bays wide . On the north facade, the f irst and 

fourth stories are all bays . There are two tall, narrow, rounded 

windows per bay and a double raised brick string course at the 

beginning of each arch . The facades are divided by raised brick 

pilasters. The pilasters above the string course have a brick 

decoration, consisting of idented and projected squares. The 

cornices are of corbeled brick . 

On the third stories of the buildings there are two small 

arched windows in the first, third, and fourth bays. The second 

bay (on the East facade) has a large, arched door . 

The interior floors are connected by an enclosed wooden stair-

case. In the center of each floor is a three by four foot trap 

door. In most rooms, the old lantern fixtures are still in place . 

The loft on the west side has a roof slope from nineteen feet to 

zero. 

The Thames Street facade has arched openings on each level, 

some of which are bricked in . There is a grid of raised brick 

pilasters and 2 string courses . There are corbeled brick cornices, 

brick lintels, and brick medallions above each pier . The walls 

are eight courses thick , with massive shouldered and dramfered posts 

and beams. 



Brown ' s Wharf Warehouse 
8 . Hist . Sign. 

p . 2 

Brown ' s Warehouse was one of the two largest in Fells Point, 

in competition with Belt's Wharf at the Foot of Fells Street. 

It was one of the main warehouses of firms dealing in the coffee 

and flour trade, such as Pendergast, Rollins, Whitridge, and 

Jenkins. It was also the terminal for the Havana/New Orleans 

Steamship line . 

The advent of larger steamships that needed more rooms and 

longer piers led to the end of Brown's Wharf as a terminal . In 

1890, a coffee clipper called the "Grey Eagle" was the last ship 

to dock there . Until 1904, the warehouse was used mostly for 

storage by local canneries. At that point it was sold to the 

Western Maryland Railroad, who removed part of the pier and rented 

out space to Fells Point merchants. The railroad continued to 

adminisier the building until 1947. 

Rukert Terminals , a large Baltimore shipping firm , bought 

Brown ' s Wharf and warehouse in 1947 . They fitted it out for modern 

storage without disturbing the original structure of the building . 

One wing of the warehouse has been made into a private maritime 

museum, inagurated by Mayor Schaefer in 1976 . 



Brown's Wharf Warehouse 
10. Verb . Bound. Desc . 

p . 2 

parallel with Thames Street 24 ft . the easternmost line of said 
whole lot 63 and thence northwesterly binding on said line . 1 20 ft. 
to the place of beginning. 

Lot 2 

Beginning for the second thereof on the southeast side of Thames 
Street at the distance of 24 ft . southwest from the northeast corner 
of Captain John Snyder ' s dwelling . (said point being also distant 
one hundred + 65 ft . , 10~ inches northeasterly from the northeast 
side of Bond Street and being also at the end of the first line of 
the lo t of ground hereinbefore firstly described and r unning thence 
southwesterly binding on the southeast side of Thames Street 24 ft . 
thence southeasterl y at right angles with Thames Street 120 ft . t o 
an al l ey 10 ft . wide thence northeasterly on said alley 24 ft. the 
lot of land hereinbefore firstly described and thence northwesterl y 
binding on said lot by a straight line 120 ft . to the place of be
ginning . 
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SITE l.D. NO B 8 9 
INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

NAER INVENTORY 
3. PRIORITY 

5. DATE 

4. DANGER OF DEMOLITION? 
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7. OWNER/ADM IN 

u.~. uepartment or tne 1menor 
Herita e Conservation and Recreation Service 

a ves Di) NO O UNKNOWN 

Rukert Terminals Corporation 
• NAME(S)DF STRUCTURE 9. OWNER'S ADDRESS 

Brown's Wharf Warehouse 
2100 South Clinton Street 

I. STATE 

COUNTY 

COUNTY NAME 

I, SITE ADDRESS (STREET & NO ) 

1621 Thames Street 

EASTING 

3 
EASTING 

i. CONDITION 70 0 EXCELLENT 

>. INVENTORIED BY 

Kathleen Stacey 

CITY/VICINITY 

Ba 1 ti more 

0 

72 0 FAIR 

STATE COUNTY NAME CONG. 
DIST. :~$~~ :~f:P..J COUNTY 

SCALE 

12. EXISTING Q NR 
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0 NHL 

O CONF 

13. SPECIAL FEATURES !DESCRIBE BELOW) 

Q INTERIOR INTACT 

f]1:24 0 1:62.S 

O OTHER 

SCALE 0 1:24 0 1:62.5 

O OTHER 

730 DETERIORATED 74 0 RUINS 75 0 UNEXPOSED 

AFFILIATION I Baltimore Industrial Museum 
7 DESCRIPTION ANO BACKGROUND HISTORY, INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S). HISTORICAL OATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

MATERIALS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT. ANO IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ENGINEERS, ETC. 

QHABS 

0 STATE 

CITY/VICINITY 

Ba 1 ti more 
OHAER-1 OHAER 0NPS 0Ct..e 

0 COUNTY 0 LOCAL 0 OTHER 

ij6:XTERIOR INTACT 0 ENVIRONS INTACT 

QUAD 
NAME 

QUAD 
NAME 

76Q ALTERED 

Baltimore East 

l.~0 DESTROYED 850DEMOLISHEO 

DATE I January 1981 

Brown's Wharf Warehouse is a fine example of the type of structure used in the earliest days of Baltimore's cargo
handling industry. In continuous use as storage space for over 150 years, the fine two-section, three story brick 
buildings with their steeply pitched roofs, have been little altered. Now the site of a local history and maritime 
museum, Brown's Wharf is one of the few cargo buildings of its period surviving today. 

8 ORIGINAL USE 

Warehouse & cargo handling I 
PRESENT USE 

.warehouse and local history museum 
9 REFERENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER 

The Fells ~oint Story, by Norman Rukert 
Baltimore: Bodine and Assoc., 1976 
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QI YES. LIMITED 

ONO 

0 YES. UNLIMITED 

0 UNKNOWN 

?• LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
NAME Fells ~oint Historic District O NO ES 

'H~.S.260 1/79 HCRS . ' 
l 

(CONT OVER) 
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I Residential /Museum 

(CONT OVER) 
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GPO t71 HI 










