
BALTIMORE ~TROCENTER SURVEY SURVEY NO.: 8 - 964 

AREA: Cathedral Hill MAGI NO. : 0409645402 

Address: 7- 9 West Mulberry Street 
Current Name : 

Block: 580 Lot: 6 
Height: 3 
Condition : Excellent 
Use: Commercial 
Designation: BCL 

Lot size: approx . 52 ft.xl75 ft . 
Materials: Brick and marble 
Owner: 9 W. Mul berry Associates 
Accessible : yes, unrestricted 
Lib er /Folio: SEB 132/375 

Historic Name: Cathedral School 
Date: 1835; 1892 
Architect/Builder: 
Sty le (if appropriat e): Greek Rev i val 

Description: 

The 1835 section has three bays with a bow fron t and a side-hall entry 
with a projecting Greek Revival portico . The flemish bond facade has a marble
faced basement and marble string courses with carved insets. Marble l i ntels 
with rosette corner blocks crown the 6/6 windows. Stained glass r eplaced 
the 6/6 lights on the second story after 1892 . Iron grilles ornament the 
second story windows . A wide modillion cornice extends across both 
sections . The 1892 section has a two- bay flat facade adjoining the 1835 
house on the east . The second and third story windows duplicate those of 
the 18 35 section. On the f irst story i s an a r cade with three r ound 
arches whi ch fronts a plate glass window. This was the former entrance to 
the school and prior to the 1973 remodeling had a loggia with two entries 
flanking a sculpted plaque . The roof has two dormers dating from the late 
19th century and a cupola added during the 1892 construction . 

Signi·ficance: 
Area: Architectur e Leve 1 : LocaL 

The Cathedral School is architecturally significant as a transitional 
rowhouse combining elements of the Federal per iod, the bow front and 
marble trim, with Greek Revival decorative details in the portico and 
carved panels . From a later transitional phase, the 1892 section displays 
a Renaissance Revival loggia and arcade on a facade close l y reproducing the 
details of t he early 19th century house. 

(See Maryland Historical Trust Inventory form) 

Brown, unpublished manuscript on 5 houses on W. Mulberry; Corrigan, 
Sources: O.B., Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Baltimore, 1924. 
Surveyor and Date: Ms . Janet Davis, January 1985 



B-964 

Cathedral School 
7-9 West Mulberry Street 
Private 

1835; 1892 

The Cathedral School is architecturally significant as a transitional 
rowhouse combining elements of the Federal period, the bow front and 
marble trim, with Greek Revival decorative details in the portico and 
carved panels. From a later transitional phase, the 1892 section 
displays a Renaissance Revival loggia and arcade on a facade closely 
reproducing the details of the early 19th century house. 



Survey No . B- 964 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No . 0409645402 

DOE _yes X..no 

1. Name (indi cat e pr e f e rred name} 

historic Cathedral S.chool (preferred}; Morris House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 7- 9 West Mulberry Street 

city, town 
Baltimore 

state 
Maryl and 

3. Classification 
C•tegory 
_ district 
_x. bullding(s) 
_ structure 
__ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ In process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible · 
__ yes: restricted 
-1L yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

congressional district 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
-1L commercial 
_ _ educational 
__ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

__ not for publication 

3rd 

__ museum 
__ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addr esses of~ owne r s ) 

name 9 West Mulber ry Associates 

street & number 9 West Mul berry Street telephone no .: 
n 

city, town Baltimore state and zip code Maryl and 21201 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Balti more City Courthouse liber SEB 132 

street & number Fayette and Calvert Streets folio 375 

city, town Baltimore 
state 

Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Hist o r i c al s urveys 

title Bal tirnore Neigri.borhood Survey 

date 1975 _ federal __ state __ county ~ local 

,..eposltory for survey records Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation 

city, town Baltimore state Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
_x_ excellent 
_ good 
_ _ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_ _ unaltered 
_x_altered 

Check one 
_x__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No . B- 964 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today . 

Summary 

The Cathedral School is a three-story double house built in two 
sections in 1835 and 1892 on the south side of West Mulber~y Street 
about midway between North Charles Street and Cathedral Street and 
opposite the south transept door of the Basilica of the Assumption . 
The 1835 secti on is westernmost and has a bow front in fleroish bond 
with marble belt courses and an elaborate projecting Gre.ek Revival 
portico . The eastern section added in 1892 as a school wing has 
similar flemish bond brickwork and belt courses on a f lat facade with 
a triple arcade in front of a large window. The former front steps 
have been rearranged into a planter . 

General Description 

The 1835 section has three bays across its bow front with the 
entrance in the western bay . This is now the principal entrance to 
both sections of the building. The portico has simplfied Corinthian 
columns without fluting. The entablature is also simple and has a 
small parapet with an anthemion centered over the doorway. The low 
basement is faced with marble and has two oblong windows, The windows 
on the first and second stories are tall and narrow 6/6 lights. On 
the second f loor in the bow section, the windows are stained glass, 
undoubtedly an addition by the Archdiocese during the 1891-92 
conversion to quarters for the teaching nuns . The windows of the third 
floor are smaller, but also have 6/6 sash. All window openings have 
marble lintels with rosette corner blocks and marble sil ls. The 
second story windows have iron grilles . The marble string courses 
have carved panels centered below each window. An emphatic modillion 
cornice was probably added to this section during the 1892 conversion, 
A hipped roof dormer is located above the western bay. The original 
1835 house had round arched dormers . A cupola with domed roof and 
cross was added to the ridge line of the gabl e roof in 1892. 

The 1892 section adjoins the original house on the east on the site 
of a former side yard. It is two bays wide and has a triple-arched 
arcade which formerly was a loggia with the entrances to the school 
flanking a sculp tured panel . The arches are marble with the simplified 
Corinthian columns of the 1835 section •s portico repeated. The marble 
belt courses are continued from the original house facade with the 
carved inset panels. The second and third story windows a>re 6/6 and 
have the same marble lintels, sills, and iron grilles of the original 
section. Above the modillion cornice i s a late 19th century dormer, a 
duplicate of that added to the original section. In the early 1970 ''s, 
during a remodeling of the building for office space, the school entrances 

(,continue, pleasel 



8. Significance Survey No. B-964 

Period Areaa of Slgnlflc•nc.......Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

__ archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
-- archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
...x_ 1~1899 
_ 1900-

__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ mllltery __ soclel/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ Industry __ polltlcs/govemment __ transportation 

Specific dates ca . 1835; 1892 

check : Applicable Criteria : 
and/or 

Applicable Exception : 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B xC D 

A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance : national state x local 

Prepare both a sUllltnary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Summary 

The Cathedral School is architecturally significant as a transitional 
rowhouse combining elements of the Federal period , the bow front and 
marble trim, with Greek Revival decorative details in the portico and 
carved panels . From a later transitional phase, the 1892 section displays 
a Renaissance Revival loggia and arcade on a facade closely reproducing 
the details of the early 19th century house . 

History and Support 

The original house was built in 1835 by Eaton R. Partridg~ , a 
wealthy stockbroker , who died only two months after the house was insured, 
indicating it had only recently been completed . In September 1835, his 
widow leased the house to John B. Morris, president of the Mercantile 
Bank of Baltimore, whose house had been sacked during the bank riots of 
that year . In 1841, Morris purchased the house . The Morris family 
retained possession until 1891 when it was sold to the Trustees of the 
Catholic Cathedral Church. 

The St. Joseph ' s Metropolitan School had occupied 9 East Franklin 
Street (B- 2083) since 1871 and was in need of larger quarters . The 
eastern section of the building was erected for classrooms, the original 
house being converted for use as a convent by the School Sisters of 
Notre Dame. By 1922, the school ' s enrollment was 101 boys and 107 
girls . The first and second floors of #7 were used for classrooms and 

1 the third floor was the nuns' living quarters . At #9 , the first floor 
was the convent parlor, the second floor was the dining room, and the 
third floor was further living quarters. An early 20th century 
photograph of the building in the Laurence H. Fowler scrapbook at the 
Baltimore Museum of Art shows the name "Cathedral School" spelled out 
in applied raised letters above the arcade of #7. A mounting block was 
at the curb in front of #9. 

I 
(continue, please) 



9 . Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-964 

Brown, Patricia. Unpublished manuscript on 5 houses on w. Mulberry Street . 
CHAP file 

Corri gan, o . n., The Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of Baltimore . 
Baltimore: St. Mary ' s Industrial School Press, 1924. (Research by 
Tim Bishop, 1981) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name Baltimore East Quadrangle scale 1 · 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU _I ...... 1 ........ 1 __ 1III1 I 
0 W 111 I I I I I I I 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ I I I I 1 I ol.iJ ~I l._._ ___ I ~I __ .___.........._. 
E LJ I I I Ll_.....__I ...___ __ 

F LU I I I ._I ------
GL.Ll I I I I I I H LU I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

co- terminous with lot approximately 52 ft. x 175 ft . x 55 ft . x 153 ft . 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Ms . Janet Davis, Historical Preservation Analyst 

organization Comm. for Hist . & Arch. Pres . (.C . H.A.P . ) date January 1985 

street & number 606 Tower Suites, 118 N . Howard Street telephone 396-4866 

city or town Baltimore state Maryland 2i201 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA , 1974 supplement . 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights . 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Cathedral School 
General Description, cont'd . 
Section 7 

B-964 

were replaced by a plate glass window directly behind the arches. 
The wide marble steps were stacked on the bottom riser to form a 
deep planter in front of the arcade. 



Cathedral School 
History and Support , continued 
Section 8 

B-964 

The school moved to North Charles Street when the new Cathedral 
was completed in 1959 . The building was leased to several tenants, 
including the Maryland Academy of Sciences . In 1973, it was purchased 
by Gaudreau, Inc., an architectural firm, which carried out an extensive 
renovation. The most notable exterior change was the closure of the 
arcade and the rearrangement of the entrance steps . 

On October 14, 1975 , the Old Cathedral School was designated a 
Baltimore City Landmark . 
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Old Cathedral School B- 964 
7- 9 West Mulberry Street 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet Davis 
Date: August 1984 
Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
North elevation 
1/2 
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Old Cathedral School B-964 
7-9 West Mulberry Street 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet Davis 
Date: August 1984 
Neg. loc . : Maryland Historical Trust 
North elevation from Cathedral south 

transept 
2/2 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINA'l'ION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

Vulberry Street Paul L . Gaudreau ~tal . 

Old Cathedral School 

STREET ANO NUM B f ,i •, 

7/0 !Vulberry Street 
C l TY OR TO WN : 

Baltimore 
STATE 

Maryland 

C ATEGORY 
(Checl< One) 

0 Dlatr ict ~ Building 0 Public 

0 Si t• 0 St ructure 0 Privote 

0 Ob je ct !XI Both 

PRESEN T US E (Checl< One or Mon e a Approprlale) 

0 Agri cultura I 

IX} Commercial 

fXl Educotlonol 

0 Entertainment 

0 Government 

0 Industr ial 

0 Military 

0 Munum 

COUN TY: 

OWN ERSHI P 

Public Acquis it ion: 

O In Procen 

0 Being Cona ldered 

Pork 

Private RHldence 

Ralig loua 

Paul I. . Gan dreau Eta 1 . 

STATUS 

~ Occupi ed 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea : 

0 Unoccupied 0 R .. trlcted 
~ UnrHtrlcted 0 Preaervotion work 

In progreaa 0 No 

0 Tronapartatlon 

0 Other (Speclly) 

2 rc '-l 9) i ects 

0 Comment• 

W S TREET AN O NUMBER: 

w 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Balt i mor e 
S T A "[If:: 

Jdar yland 21201 

~, ~;:llll!~.i.itf.~t~f.tgg;ltfp~i~t;IJfi:f:'P.ltMt:W.E~':VY: · J : •· 
COURTH OUSE , REG IS TRY OF OEE,QS, ETC: , 

0 
ff • Kecoras _ ice, Rooni fio1 

STREET ANO NU MB ER: 

Ba~timor0 City Cou~l1 ouse 
C l TY OR TO WN : 

Baltimore 

Neighborho od Survey 
OAT£ OF SURVEY: 0 Federa l 0 State 0 County 5a Local 
l:>EPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOROS1 

Commission for Bistorical and Architectural Preservation 
STR T ANO NUMBER : 

Room 900 , 26 S . Calvert St . 
CITY OR TOWN 1 STATE: 

Baltil'J1ore Maryland 21202 

PS- 709 



rs/ Good 0 Exce ll e nl O Fai r 
CONDITION 

(Chec k On e) 

~lterecl d Uncl twre cl 

(Ch•clr On•) 

0 Oe 1er lorolecl 

I 
D E SC R I BE T H I! P RESEN T # • O O RI G INA L ( It known) PHYSI C A L APPEAR1'NCE 

0 Ru ins 0 ·UnexpoHcl 

( Che ck On e) 

0 Movecl 00 Origina l Sitw 

9 West Mulberry , Lot 6 , i s a semi - attached building of Flemish bond 
brick . l t ha~ ~ stories plu s a cupola and a marbl e water tabl e . The 
mi ddle por tion of the bt:.ilding bulges t o f orm a semi- circle and also 
is flanked by a ver tical row of protruding br ick wor k . 

The 1s t story has 4 bays. h r ectangular wocoen door i s located t o 
t he far f i ght . .t'ive st ai r s l ead up to a stoof-1 . Two marble Cor int nian 
columns , unf luteo , su orl a marble covering for t he st.oo • This 
covering i s a plain ent2 .. l ture Wit h a shell motif on t op of it . 
The door i s ilan ke( • by a variat ion of Doric pillaster , while 
l i ght windows , 4 panes each , f lank the pillasters . .The light winoows 
;. i· "11 •• orted by wooden paneling below them. A decorated f l at lintel 
is loc,tec over the winciows, pillasters , and door . On t he circular 
portion of the uilciing, there ar e two rectangular windows , JX4 panes 
each , with stone sil l s anci st one , f l at lintel s . 1here is a flower 
design at the e~d of each l intel . Located in t he watertable 9i? ~s 
seetioR, there a:f.e'-'Dasemen t window• bel o w each Jlt.JRx bay. The windows 
are cover ed with gr ill work. To the l eft of t he 1st story windows, 
t here are 3 connecting st one arches Which have Dori c capitals on either 
endw1..with no col umns below and 2 Corinthisn col umns in the midcile. 
About one foot behind the arches , there i s one large pane of glass 
with a decorated marble sill. 

The 2nd and 3rd stor i e s have 5 bays . Each bay consi sts of one 
window similar t o those on the 1st story . The 2nd story windows have 
decorated sills and iron gr ill wor k around the lower quater of the 
windows. The 2nd and 3rd windows f r om the right on t he 2nd story @ave 
stained glas s . 

The hi pped r oof is supported by a pl ain wooden cornice wi th modillions 
Two donner windows ar e located over t he 2nd and 5th s t ori es from the 
l eft . They~!!er hipped roof s also and wooden cornices with modi1llions . 
The squar~k"f-~oarded up. To the r ight of each dormer window, there 
i s a br i ck chimney of undetermined bond. 

An oct agonal cupola rests between the 2 donner windows . It has 
a br i ck base and white wooaen f r ame hol ding 8 panes, r ectangular. 
Above the frame , ther e i s a cornice with modillionssuppor ting a 
dome . A cross adorns t he t op of the dome. 

The side of the building f acing N. Sharp St . i s divided into two 
sections . Between the t wo secti ons , t here i s a double wooden cioor. 
The right sec tion has 3 stories and a basement of Flemish bond red 
brick with a cement oelt course between stories . The f irs t and second 
story has 5 bays , each bay having one window wi th an arched lintel. The 
third story bas 6 bays with cement str aight - arched l intels. The l eft 
section i s made of darker br ick of common bond. It has 3 bays , each 
bay consist ing of one rectangular .window, 1 pane, with a f l at - arched 
l intel of @rick. The woo<ien corni ce ext ends across the left section 
and stops at the divis i on . 

The back of the extension facing W. Pl easant St . ha ~ 3 st~ries . 

A section t o the r i ght pro~rudes f orming stairwell . The 1st story 
of t he st ai r well has a st eel door wi th a transom above it and 
a rectangular window besi de it. Two and one- half stories upwar d , ther e 
i s another window. On the 3r d story of the left s i de of t he stairweel, 
ther e i s a 3rd window. A lean-to roof i s connected to the stai rwell 
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9 West Mulberry St •• Lot 6 
on its right side and extends over the 1st story. 'I'he 1st story of the 
back extension has 2 windows and a rectangular wooden door. The 
2nd and Jrd stories have l arger rectangular windows. All windows 
have 1 pane, flat-arched lintels, and cement sills. The left side 
of the back extension has 4 stories . The 2nd ana Jrd stori es have 
a row each of 5 windows with 1 l a rge pane. The 4th story has 2 
windows. 2X2 panes each. The back'·extension has a flat r oof. 
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PERIOD (Checlt One or llfore •• Appropriate) 

0 Pre·Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC O ATE( s l (lt Appllcebfe •nd K nown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlt On e or More ee Approprl•te) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 PNhiatoric 0 Engi neering 

0 Hiatoric 0 lnduatry 

~ricultuN 0 Invention 

Architecture 0 Landa cope 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communication• 0 Militory 

0 Conaervatlon 0 Muaic 

STATEMENT OF SIG NIFICANCE 

"~~ ~\::l ( H\hc-ci.rA\ 

• 

0 18th Century ~h Century 

2'19th Century 

0 Politicc:il 0 Urban Plonning 

0 Rel ig ion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

loaophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socio I/Human· 

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Tra naportation 
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C O RNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

c;w 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED ·PROPERTY: 

~ Acreage Justification: 

52 x 174 

NAME ANO T I T L E: 

L ATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Sec onds 
0 

LONGITUOE 

Degrees Mfnute s Seconds 
0 

Nanc~· VPndi tti, Ami:inda McQuiddy , Achsah 0 ' Donovan 
ORGANIZATION 

S TREET ANO NlJMBE R: 

~ Jtree+ 
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S TA T E 
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