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BALTIMORE fAETROCENTER SURVEY £t1se muz;C 

-AFEA: Cathedral Hil l 

Address: 24 West Saratoga Street 
Current Name : Old St. Paul' s Rectory 

SURVEY NO. : B-979 

~.AGI NO. : 0409792204 

Block: 580 Lot: 24 
Height: 2 

Lot size: 90 ft. x 182 ft. 
Materials: Brick 

Condition: Good 
Use: Residential 
Designation: NR, BCL 

Owner : Vestry of St . Paul' s Parish 
Accessible: yes, restricted 
Liber /Folio: WG- Z/161 . . - -

Historic Name: St . Paul ' s P.E . Rectory 
Date: 1789-91 
Architect/Builder: 
Style (if appropriate) Late Georgian/Federal 

Description: The flemish bond brick main elevation faces southwest down 
the center line of Li berty Street . The symmetrical center portion ~as five 
bays with a dominant central bay . The pedimented doorway has panelled 
pi l asters and a r ectangular transom . On the second story above t he door\vay 
is a Paliadian window with curvi ng muntins ·i n the arched secti on. Above this 
is a bull's-eye window in the peak of a dentilled pediment. The windows of 
the first f loor are 6/6 and are high and narrow. Those on the second floor 
are also 6/6, but are small er. The windows have stone sills and flat arches 
and a projecting brick belt course marks the division between f loors. The 
shingled gable roof has two pedimented dormers centered between the outer 
bays of the main elevation . Interior end chimneys rise from each end of 
the main section . A two-story extension wa·s added to the west end of the 
Rectory in the mid-1830 ' s . A l arger extension on the east has existed in 
various sizes since 1791 . 

Signi·ficance: 
Area: Architecture Leve 1 : Local 

The Old St . Paul ' s Church Rectory i s one of the oldest existing houses 
in the City with verifiabl e date of construction. It is an excellent examp le 
of the transtional period between the Late Georgian and Federal styles. Over 
the years , it has been v i sited by many prominent people through the importance 
of the Rectors of St. Paul' s, the oldest Episcopal parish in Baltimore. Some 
of these were Francis Scott Key, Robert Frost, Amy Lowell, Carl Sandburg, and 
Edna St. Vincent Millay. 

"The Rectory of St. Paul ' s Parish, Baltimore", Wooden , MHM, 
Sources: 57 (3) , sept. 62; CHAP file . 
Surveyor and Date : Jane t Davis, February 1985 
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Baltimore Metrocenter Survey 
Cathedral Hill Area 
Old St. Paul's Rectory (NR) 
24 West Saratoga Street 
B-979 
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St. Paul ' s P.E . Church Rectory B- 979 
24 West Saratoga Street 
Cathedral Hill - Metrocenter Survey 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet Davis 
Date: August 1984 
Neg . loc . : Maryland Historical Trust 
Southwest elevation 





8-979 
St . Paul ' s Rectory 
24 W. Saratoga Street 
Baltimore City 
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Fo"" 10.300 
(July 1969) 

COMMON: 

UNI TED ST AT ES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NA TIONAL PARK S ERV~CE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries ·- complete applicable sections) 

St. Paul ' s Church Rectory 
AN070" HISTORIC : 

St. Paul ' s Church Rectory 

'1:~ ~.':" f'lf#J'T~-77.JJ 
Marylana · 

COUNTY: 

Baltim6re City 
FOR N PS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

l~~~OC~T~~~N:-.~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
I fR•t1 AN C' NIJMllt.:H 1 

24 West Saratoga Street 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Baltimore 
STATE 

' COOE ICOUNTV : T cooc 

Marylan_a __ ~~~~~~~~~--111--2 __ 4 _L...;;;:.IB_a~l~t~irn:.;___:;o~r~e__,.::;c~i~t~.v~--~----Lf~s~1=0~ 
!'3. CLASSIFICA T10N 

CATEGORY 
(C'heck One) 

O Oiatrict 

0 Site 

0 

GJ Building 

0 Structure 

Object 

0 Public 

QQ Private 

O Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Publ ic Acquisition: 

0 In Proceu 

0 Being Considered 

P A ES ENT USE (Check One o r More lt S /tppropriete) 

D Agricultural D Governme nt D Pork 

0 Commercia l 0 
' 

Industria l ~ P ri vote Res idence 

0 Edueotionol 0 Militory 5a Rel i9i ous 

0 Entetta inme nt 0 M u seum 0 Scientific 

STATUS 

QJ: Occupied 

ACCESSI BLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

Q Rest ric ted 0 Unoccupi ed 
0 Unrestric ted 0 P te•er vo1;on worlit 
~No 

j " p ro9re1s 

0 Tron1portation 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 Comments. 

z [4. O'f!'NER OF PRO_P __ E_R_T_Y _______ - ----------· _ ·--·--------------------~ _ 
i o wNER's NAME. : Rector, The Reverend Halsey M. Cook :s: : 

Vestry of St . Paul's Protestant F.ni ~rrm~ l rhurch ~ .... 
W STREET ANO NUM BER : 

w 24 West Saratoaa Street 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE : 

Maryland 

ST REE T ANO NUMBER : 

. St. John's College 
C I TY O R TOWN : S T ATE 

Annapolis Maryland 
)6. R~PffESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS • 32 acres 

TITl..E OF S U "RVEY : 

Maryland Register of Historic Sites and Landmarks 
o .. TE OF SURVEY : 19 69 0 Fe deral Gt !>tote D County 

OEPOSI TORV FOR SU R VEY RECORDS: 

Maryland Historical Trust 

1-1 !'.' 
"< ..... 
~ 

CODE ;:l 

24 p.. 

CODE. 

24 

ITI 
z 
.... 

O Loco l z xi 

c z 
>: "O 
a> "' 1 
~I; 

~ s 
i.s2 s Riva Road j ~· I ~J 

1-Lc~i:T·:v:o:R::T:o:w: .... :=~::~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----~~~--------~...,..l~s-T-~-~-c.-~-y-l an--d--------p-c-;-~-e.-1r- ~ I ~ 
Anna~o] j5 · - - ·j 
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- -------- . - - ·-- - - ------- - .. - -- - ·--------------------
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CONDITION 

(Ch•ck On•) ,. 
ClvE•c•ll•nl 0 Good 0 Foir 0 D•t•riorot•cl 0 Ruins 0 Unupoud 

(Checl< One) (Chick On•) 1--=A----=------T·-~~~ 
f--~~~~---i1,__~~~~A_1t_.,_._c1 _ _ ~~-D~.u-n_o_lt_• r_•d~~~.l--~~--=O~M-ov_•_cl~~~IXl=--Or--'i g~in_o_l_Si_1•~~---' 
D ltlCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL.,,, lrnown) PHYSI CAL. APPEARANCE 

I 

[ 

Logic, proportion , and elegant understatement charact eri ze the 
design of St . Paul's Rectory, making it an outstanding exampl e 
of t 'he Georgian period • 

Although built on the edge of the early town, the house was de
signed as a country home and exhibits several characteristic 
f eatures of Baltimore country house ~rchitecture . The most evi
dent of these are the two Georgian triangular pediments of the 
facade. The smaller is just above the doorway and the larger · 
one is above the second story, enfrarning the Venetian triple 
window. The two pediments , in direct vertical alignment, demon
strate the symmetry and logic characteristic of early Georgian 
architecture. 

The doorway, with its rectangui'ar·' o6or surmounted by an oblong 
transom, is an early example of its type. The oblong transom 
rests on a moulding that is carried across the jambs of the door 
opening, a feature prevalent in Baltimore work during this 
period. 

The house has a wide facade , but is only one room deep. It has 
a pentagonal stair hall projecting from the center of the rear 
facade which encases an intricately designed stairway that is 
built around the five sides of the hall. A wing behind serves 
as a kitchen, a common trait of late eighteenth century town
houses in Baltimore. In a city where only a few buildings from 
this period remain standing, St. Paul's Rectory is a noteworthy 

. example of early domestic architecture. - · · 

'-------------- ·-- ----- -- - ---------- -----·-----------' 
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SIGNIFICANCE . 

Ptt,.IOD (Chee• One or /lfor• • • A pproprl• lf>) 

0 Pre-Col.,...bion I 0 16th Cenlury 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPIEClf'IC 0 4T£1SI (lfAppllc•bfe and K nown) 

4 .. ll41 OF SIGNIFICANCE (Cfleclt One or Mora • • Appropri a te) 

At.ori9 inol 

0 Prehi•tor_ic 

0 His toric 

0 A9ricuhur• 

[))cArchitecture 

0 Art 

0 Comme rce 

. 0 Communications 

O Con•eryotion 

STATEM ENT OF" SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Eclucotion 

0 En9ineerin11 

0 lnclu•lry 

0 Inve ntion 

0 lond•cop• 

Archi lecture 

[l Militory 

[l Mu11c 

[¥ 18th Century 

0 19th Centu<y 

0 Politico! 

.at! Rel io ion/Pt..1. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculplure 

0 Soc1ol/ Human· 

It or ion 

rJ Theater 

LI Tran•portotion 

' 
0 20th Century 

0 Urban Plonnino 

0 Ori..r (SP•~lly) 

he Rectory of Old St . Paul ' s Church , which was begun in 1789 
nd completed in 1791, is one of the oldest houses in Baltimore 
ity whose dates can be authenticated. The land for the Rectory 
as donated by Colonel John. Eager Howard, a vestryman, Revolu
ionary War hero, Governor of Maryland and U.S. Senator; and 
he construction was funded by the proceeds from a lottery.l 
nfortunately, no name is associated with the design, and it 
as been suggested that the plan may have been copied from a 
ook of architectural drawings . 2 The home was built for Dr . 
illiarn West, a native of Virginia and a friend and former 
eighbor of George Washington; who undoubtedly influenced the 
lans. Dr. West died before the building was complete, and the 
everend J,G , J, Bend became the first in the line of locally

·nfluential clergymen who occupied it. 

n 1808, the House of Bishops, consisting of Bishop William 
ite of Pennsylvania and Bishop Thomas John Claggett of Mary

rnet in the Rectory . Francis Scott Key was a frequent vis
Aroong the literary persons who visited there were Walter 

Mare, Robert Frost, Juny Lowell, John Erskinej Carl Sand
Edna St , Vincent Millay, and .Vachel Lindsay. 

etween 1942 and 1955, the Rectory underwent extensive renova
ion under the supervision of the Society for the Preservation 
f Maryland Antiquities, and after a period of vacancy, is 
nee again occupied by t~e Rector of St. Paul's Church. 

lArthur B. Kinsolving, A Snort History of St. Paul's 
arish (Baltimore, 1939), a Pamphlet in the Maryland Room, 

Pratt Free Library, Baltimore , p . 9. 

2Francis F. Beirne, St. Paul 's Parish: A Chronicle of 
Mother Church (Baltimore: Horn-Shafer, 1967), p. 45 . 

... .: .. 



Recorders: 
, 

Mrs. Walter Black, Jr., Maryland Historical Trust 
2525 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland 
21401 

Pamela Cohen, Volunteer, Conunission for Historical 
and Architectural Preservation 
Baltimore, Maryland ' 

Sources: See Continuation Sheet 
r-lO ..... -G-E_O_G_R_A._P_H_IC-A~L-O_A_T_A ______ •. --- · --- --------------- ----'--- ·- -"'-----...J 

L.AT-1-TU_O_ E :-N-O_L._O_~_T_U_O_E_Zo~-~-.-o-,·N--.. -T- £--S---1-- - --1.ATIT_U_O_E_ .t._N_O __ L.ON_G_l._TU_O_c_c_o~o. ;:;:-; ~. 5 ·- · -

0£FI N I NG A R£CTANG L.E L.OC ATIN C THE PROP l , NT Y 0 DEFIN ING THE CEN T ER POINT O F A P f!OPl". r> 1Y 

C O RN E A L. • T IT UOE 1.0NCI T U OE 

i----·-f------------~-----------1 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minute• Seco,,ds 

NW 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 ' . . 0 ' . - . 
SE 0 . 0 ' . 
C.161 0 ' . 0 ' . 

R -- ·-----o~~s -,,.·~~~~-· . --·-

De g ree s 
0 

39 

Mi nute s. 

17 

Se conds 

33.10 

Degrees 
0 

76 

Minutes Sc rond,. 

36 57.13 
I I' · 

•PP RO X IM• TE .. c RE AGE 0 F NOMl_ .. _ ... _T_E_D __ P_R_o_ P _E_R_T_ v_'. __ .;:.•..;:3=-;:::2_g_g.r_e ___ -----------------·-
L. I ST • L.L. S T jLT ES •N D COUNTIES FOR PROP ER TIES OVERL. A P P ING ST A TE OR COUNTY BOUNDAR I E~ 

ST A TE : CODE COUNTY COOL. 

CODE COUNTY cooc: 

S T " Tt: : coor couNiY · coo~ 

S T A TE : COO[ COUNTY 

--- - --- ------·-·-·--------L----1 ITL. FORM PRE~P.;...A_R;.;;E...;;O__:;cB_Y ________________ ,,_, _ ______ _ --------------! 
N A"' E AN O TITL.IE. : 

~rrh11r Townsend, Associate 
OR(; • NIZA TION 

D . t f -F . , ~ c ~ - - - . - - "' - ~ - ~ 1' ir.ec or - ~. ~.:t:tt-~ ....... rxn ~ ~~ ~ ~ 

• 
1 I July 3, 1972 Maryland Historical Tr.ust 

' • T R EET A NO N WMB ER: 

2525 Riva Road 
~C-l_T_Y __ O_R __ T_O_W_'N-,------------------~~~~--~-S~~-T-t--------------------------...--C-O_D_t-. -i 

Annapolis 
!12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION 

A& the dt:s ittna tf'd Stat e L ian•on Offi c er for the l"u -

11on al H istoric Prt-serva11on A ct of JQ(l(> ( Puhh c J.uw 

80.(,(l!i). I hereby nominate this prvperly for 1nc::lus w n 

1n t he Ni.llon;.I Re1_1.1s1cr and CC'rt1fy tbat 1\ hu s I.wen 

t .. vuluntcd wc-4..'.ntt. 1110.: to tht· «tl11~ti.1 e:11ui 1.ru\'-"1han•..; ~,~, 

f orth by lh•· N1.111onal Pork SL·rvi1 c . ·n,,. rc< .. 11.111<.·mkd 

Je vt: l of s11~n1f 1c11nct> of lhrs n,111111 ... 1100 rs : 

Na tionn l -:· St<11C.· 0(1 l .. oc~l ~ -

0.J> LJ..M c.0 ti ·T2.._JJ ~' J 
Nwme Orlando Ridout_ I_V _____ _ 

Tille State Liaison Officer for 
Mary 1-ancr-----

_ 1_9 72 _ ___ --·---

Marv land 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby ce rt i fy that this propert y is includt·d in lh•· 

Nat iona I Register. 

C/11rf. Ot11r r o/ Ardi.·ulot;y m11f H1slvrfr / 'r.' s1·rv.1lrm1 

ATTEST: 

(;P 0 9 () l · CJ ~ 7 

m 
m 

z 

0 

z 

.. 



.... 

. 
r', 
1 
I' 

•• 
~· 
Ii 
~ 
t~ 

i 
fl 
~ 
~ 
... • 

' . 
~ .. 

,. 
jl 

{' :.i 
~ 

·' 

Form 10-3000 
(July 1969) 
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5TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR ("'.-,... ·,-T-A-TE---------

NA TIONAL PARK SERVICE "-..! Mary land 
- ----- -----------~ NATIONAL REGISTER OF HI STORIC PLACES COUNTY 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 
Baltimore City 

I 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
~----< 

ENTRY NUMB E R I DA TC (Continuation Sheet) 

(N!.ltnber ell entries) 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS, continued 
Landmark List 
1965 Local x 

Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation 
Room 402, City Hall 
Baltimore, Maryland State Code 24 

9 . BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES , continued 

I 

Allen, Ethan . Historical Sketches of St. Paul ' s Parish in 
Baltimore County , Maryland. Baltimore: 1855 . Unpublished 
manuscript in Maryland Historical Society , Baltimore. 

Baltimore City Land Records Office, City Hall, Baltimore . 

Beirne, Francis F . St . Paul ' s Parish, Baltimore: A Chronicle 
of the Mot her Church. Baltimore: Horn-Shafer , 1967 . 

Henry, Helen. , "Old St. Paul ' s Rectory is a Home Again . " The 
Sunday Sun Magazine . November 15, 1964. 

Herring, Thomas R. Concerning Old Saint Paul ' s . Baltimore : 
1946. Unpublished manusoript in the Maryland Room, Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore . 

Kinsolving , Arthur B. A Short History of St . Paul ' s Parish , 
Baltimore, Maryland . 1692- 1939 . Baltimore; 1939. Pamphlet 
in the Maryland Room, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore . 
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Form 10-301 UN STATES DfPARTMENT OF THE INTERiOR 
(Doc. 1968) NA TIONA L PARK SE RVI CE 

NATIONAL REGI STER OF HIST OR IC P L AC ES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all e ntries - attach to or e nc lose with map) 

p. NAME 
~MoN : St . Paul's Church Rectory ----·----- ---- -------- -, --- ·---·---- ·----

• o R H1 s T oR1 c , St. Paul s Church Rectory 
12. LOCATION 

STRE ET AN D NU M BE H : 

24 West Saratoga Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Baltimo.re 
ST ,6,T E: I CODE I COUN T Y : 

Maryland I 24 I Baltimore 
13. MAP RE FERENCE 

SOURCE: 

.. ·-ST A TE 

Maryland 
OOUNTY 

I 
Baltimore City 

FOR NP5 USE 0 NL Y 

EN TRY NUM BER I D ATE 

I 

-

I CO D E 

County I 510 

U. S.G.S . 7.5 minute map ; Baltimore East Quadranqle 
w 
w f.t . 

S C ALE: 1 : L4 uuu 
D ATE: Photo revised 1966 

REQUIR.EMEN TS 

TO BE IN C LU DE D ON ALL M A PS 

1. Property brllundories where required . 

2. North arrow. 

3. L at i t ude and longitude reference. 
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UNITED HATES OEPARTMF.N'T or THE I NTEF~IOR 
NATIONA L PARK SERVIC£: 

NA Tl REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACE 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - .:ittuch to or enclo.·w with photograph) 

s rA ·n ; 

Maryl a nd --.. · ·-···-.............. _____ _ 
COlJtlTY 

Baltimore City - - . . "' .~ ... 
fOI? NPS USl UNI Y 

t'~ N1.J4Y IJIJ Ml'C:R 

---. -··--·----·-·-~-----+---- ------~----< 
l. NAME 

cot.<MON: st. Paul's Church Rectory-·-----· 
,,No o Fl H ,$~;-.;;;;---·~.! . j>-~tiT'scEurc:.h:-.:R::..:..::e::.;c::....::t:..;:o;.:r=-<. ______ -.=~---·--_-_· _________ --1 

··--- -·--- --- - ---··-·------·-----·---
S T REET AN O NUMB LF~ : 

24 West Saratoga Street 
!c1 ·rv OP TO'l'IN : 
I 1 . 
l~s· '' ~A -- ~-a tlIU~£~ --------·- · . - c·2:·0··4·-:·;1COBUaNlTYt:irnore -----------,-·--
~~ "~ City [eft~6-
~ PHOT~:~~lR~~{E - ----====-=~---·_J __ '-__ ---'--------__ -_-_-_-" _________ ----1 

r>w.:-ro cRE01.,-, Gretchen Redden 
DATE ~-;;;~---T9"71---·------------·-·---

·----------------
IEGATI VE F' I LED A T : Commission for Historical and Architectural Preser

..-....+-~~~.ia~.,;i;~---""-..1._...,~.JJ,J"'".ll., Ba l ti mo re q Ma ry 1 a !°1 d 
4 . IDEN.TiF ICATlb~ 

DE sc·,. , .,-E·-:,;-il~w -."' Olfi'E'CTiC:,-;U,--iC.-· --------- -----

View from the South. 
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N. R. FIELD SHC:ET ~ - <j 71 
UNITED HATES (l(l'ARrMEllT or TllC: INTERIOR 

ST A TE: . 
NATIONAL PA~K SERVICE # 

. fY\A&I ol./OC:>lo 21.0t;/ · -
COUN1· v: 

HATI O~!/d. f?EGISTEP. OF HI STOP.IC PLACES 
· 1 u v r:tn o R r - MOMHU TI OM. r:ORM FOR NPS U~f Ot4L Y 

ENT/~V NUMEIE.R I CI A TE 

(T}'Pt: LJtl entr ies - compfot.:: 'c1ppliccrblc sect i ons) 
~· I 

E·~·~I.'.~ , 

CO'-l~ON: . . 
St . P~ill' ~ Ct!l!l'clt Hectorv 

l.NO.' OR HISTOHIC: 

~ LOCt.TrC:I 
STf.. <.1': T Al~C' NUMOEi'11 

?I. tJ~st ~~~to~n St::-eq,t. . 
CITY OR TOWN : .... 

Faltii:-.1:•re 
ST A TE I COOE 1couuTv: I CO r>E . 

Har-rl.::.nd I I Bal t.ir.~ore Citv r 
~--l!:_ CL ASS!FICA TION . 

CATEGORY .. ACCtSSI BL E 
OWNF.RSHIP STATUS 

(Ch~clc One) TO THE PUQLIC 

Distrkt 0 Bui !ding :?S Pub.lie ·O Public Ac: qui si lion: Occupied Sf] Yes : 

Site 0 Structure 0 P rivote ~ In Process 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted · 0 
' S<>th 0 Beinil Considered c Preservotion work Unrestric ted 0 Object 0 . In progress 0 No: ~ 

PRE:!>CNT USE (C1u::ck On" or lltore '"' Appropric.tc) 

Agr icultu ro l 0 Government b Park .o I 

Trans~ortation 0 Comments Q 
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-· Logic , r-r''l .'ortion and elegi!.n t undorsta tcrnent charac tcrize the 
· . . 

· dc~d.sn of 2. t. Paul 1 s 2ectory and render it <in c.rubtanding exartJpl.c 

... 

of the Gco:-~~5.an peric;:l. 

Altf.ouflh built en t~~ edze of the early tcim, the house ~as 

designed as a country house and. exhibits sevGral characterisC.ic ·7' 

., 
features of DRltimol:·c country house architecture. '!'he most evident 

. 
of these.are t he two Georr,ian triangular pediments of the facado: ., 
the smaller just above the doorway and the larger above the second 

stcry, enfrs!lling the Venetian triple window. The two JJediments, 

in direct vertical aU gr-,ment, <iera.onstre.te the symmetry and logic 

cha.ractc::ristic of ecrly Georgian architecture. 

Cfhe docn.-ay, with its recta~rular door sur:r.ounted by an oblong 

transo~, is one of the first examples of its type. T"no oblong 

transom rests on a tloulding that is carried across the ja1~bs of the 
. 

door opening, a feature prevalent in .P,a.J.timore work during this 

period . 

The house has a wide rac~do, but is only one room deep, anc!. has 

a polygonal projection in the center of the rear which encases an 

intricc:.tely designed et~irway following five sides of its hall. A" 

tring behind ecrvcs as a kitchen, a common trait of le.te eighteenth 

century .to;·mhouse~ in raltiinore . In a city. where only a fe.,, buildings 

• f .rom this period rer:min stand.in£, St. Paul's Hectory is· a noteworthy 

exemp.le of (:arly dor.i~stie archttecture. 
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. 
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ST ATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANC C (1ncluclil Pet•ot••Q••· D elee, £v•nla, £tc.) 

The Rectory of Old. St. · Fau1 1s Church, which was begun i.."l 1789 

and completed in 1791, is on~ of t he oldest houses in the c ity :, 
. 

whose dates can be authenticated. The l and for the Rectory was 

donated by Col. John Eager Boward, c. vestryn:mi, Rev:olut.ionary t-!ti'r 

hero, Governor of Maryland and U.S. Senator; and the construction 

was funded by the proceeds from a. lottery. (1) Unfortunately, no 

r.aee i5 essociat:;d with t he design, and it has been suggested that 

.the pl~ may h~·f.e._ been copied from a book of arc h i tee tural dr awinzs. ( 2) 

'fhe hC1me was built for Dr. ~fillirun i·lest, a. native of Virginia. and 

a friend and forner neighbol.~· of George Hashiri.gton; and he undoubtedly 

influenced the plans. Dr. ·~!est tlied before the buildir~ was complete, 

and t.l1a Reverend J.G . J. Dend became the first in the lin~ of locally 

influential clcrQT who occui::ied it. 

In 1808, the House of Bishops, con:>ioting of Bishop llilliarn. 

White of Penm;ylvunia. and Bishop Thomas John Claeeett of 1-i.aryl <!.nd, 

met in the Hectory . Francis Scott Koy was a frequent visitor. 

Among t he litf'.:ra ry p~rcons who visited there wero : Walter de la Hare, 

RoLert F~·o~t, f.rn:J Lowell, John· Erskine, Carl Sandburg, Edna St . Vincent 

Hil) cy nnd Vachr.-J. L:indsny. (3) 

Bet.ween 191.2 nnd 1955, the liec:t,ory m~dcrwcnt extensive ren~vatio!l 

._ un~:r _!:~e ~pc.~j n~on of tl1c Socic~y for the Prencrvation of H'r ""J.Q rrf 
(continued) 
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\ I 

~ntiquities, and after a pc:riod o! vacancy, is once again occupied by th~ lle(;t.or 

C·f the chul'ch, the Rev. Halsey M. Cook, ar.d his family. ·. 

(1). Arthur B. Kinsolving, I. Sl·crt Hist(\ . of St . Pnul' s P~rish Ed ti~orc ~·r<'..!:itlar.d , 
1692-1939 (Ealtinorc, 1939 , p.9 . 

(2). Frnncis F. Beirno, St . Paul's Parish , Br.ltl~ore: A Chronicl~ of the Mother 
Church (Ealtwore, 1967), p .45. 

-~ 

(3) • Kin~olv.ir.g, p.22. 

Question 112, 

Kinsolving, Arthur B. A Short Histcr:.· or · St •. ?oul' ~ f<?~ish. B~ltir.tore. !.for;:~~nd, 
1692-1939 . (:Salti!t.ore!; 1939) . Pamphlet in the !·lc:ryltinci Hoom, Enoch Pr att 
Free Liorary, Baltimore. 
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