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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 2 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Constructed in three principal sections in two major construction efforts,
the St, Ignatius Church complex of buildings is presently undergoing ren-
ovations which will transform over two-thirds of the buildine into = res-
ident playhouse with a variety of supporting facilities, The interior
spaces will be vastly altered, but the exterior of the buildings will re-
main largely the same, the stone-detailed brick buildings occupy the en=-
tire length of one block and are formally arranged in 2 neo-classically
inspired asymmetrical composition of seven distinct bays, The projecting,
gabled end bays, resting on rusticated granite bases and designed in var-
iations of the temple form, give the block an ordered repose which balances]
the visual effects of the off-centered, main entrance portico,

St. Ignatius Church

On the northernmost portion of the block is the earliest part of the com-
plex, the St. Tgnatius Church building, I% will not undergo any changes
in the current renovations,
Built in 1855 to the designs of Touis L. Long and Henry Hamilton Pittar,
the church is a stark, brick temple with bold Baroque massing, Subdivided
into three bays, the central portion, from the granite base to the apex
of the pediment, is deeply recessed behind the building line of the flank-
ing bays,
A rusticated, Planking, granite base on the front facade masks the rough,
fieldstone base of the back and sides, Brick pilasters with cast-iron
Roman Tonic capitals and bases rise from projecting granite pedestals at
the corners of teach flanking bay; in:the central bayjoa pair of identical,
closely set pilasters run up the middle of the facade from a common pro-
jec ting pedestal,
Flanking this shared pedestal in the base of the central bay are two re-
cessed basement entrances with wooden double doors, Abowe each door is
a recessed rectangular brick panel, and above each of these are tall,
triple hung sets of double wWindows, each set of which shares a common,
semi-circular transom, Both of tiese windowsunits are framed by minor
brick pilasters with Doric capitals carved of stone, S3tilted, semi~-cir-
cular stone arches with exaggerated keystones and flat stone sills com-
plete the window enframement, Recessed, rectangular brick panels sit
above each window below the cornice,
Each of the projecting side bays is fitted with centrally positioned,
double wooden doors with glass upper panels, which give access to the
church level, These entrances are reached by flights of granite steps
-running from the building which are flanked by séts of elabotrate, twisted,
wrought-iron rails, The doorways sre framed by stone pilasters with
Doric ecapitals, which also frame tympanums filled with tripartite, fixed
windows with wooden sashes tooped with fanned transoms. Recessed brick
spandrels are above each each doorway, and above each of these are semi-cir
cularly arched recessed brick panels with stone sills and stone drip
moldings,
The '&#ix pilasters support a brick architravecand frieze which are divided
by a string of stone folding, The broken pediment, faced with a very
bold projecting stone cornice, bereft of articulation, A fanlight is let

into the center of the pediment just shaove the cornice and is fraomad .
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with molding identical to that of the windows below, The apex of the
pediment is capped by a wooden cross, The interior is elaborately fin-
ished in the Roman Corinthian mode., ( Wor further inform=tion on the
complex, consult 710 and 700 Nort!: Calvert St,)

Significance

In addition to containing a handsome example of antebellum church and
ecclesiagtic educational building, with Roman as well as Baroque influ-
ences, the 5%, Tgnatius complex is perhaps the btest extant example

of nineteenth century site planning in Baltimore, Not only do the
individually distinctive later buildines of the complex blend harmon-
iously with the orieinal structures, but they succeed in doing so on
difficult ground which steeply slopes in two directions.

Although the Loyola institutions have moved out of the buildings in vae-
iocus stages in the twentieth century, the historical associations of the
buildings for Baltimore and the nation exceed the bounds of Loyola

and Roman Cat olicism, Abram J, Ryan, "poet-priest of the South,"
stayed at Loyola, James Ryder Randall, who wrote "Maryland, My Mary-
land;" attended St. Tgnatius Church when he visited Baltimore. Eugene
L. Didier, an author and leader in the revival of interest in Edgar
Allen Poe, attended Loyola College. Twentieth century religious and
political activists James and Phillip Berrigan are intimately associ=
ated with St. Ignatius and Loyola, The list of notables and notable
events connected with the buildings is extensive,

Perhaps most significantly, the outstanding and extensive renovation
efforts currently going into these buildings make it one of the most
unusual and ambitions attempts at preservation and adaptive use of his-
toric structures which has been attempted, to date, in the United States,
Tt presents 2 prime case study of cooperative financing and plan-
ning when used %tc encourage large scal preservation projects. For

the time being, the St. Tgnatius complex has escaped the unhappy fate
of the equally distinguished Waterloo Row.which, until recently, stocd
in the shadew of lLoyola, Long vacant lots bear testimony te less well
considered appreoaches to the maintehznece of the physical, historieal
city.
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