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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

720 North Calvert St. 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

STREET ANO NUMllER1 

CITY OR TOWNt 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 Dl11tlct l]I Bui I cli ng 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Obje ct 

t. 

0 Public 

[3'. Pri vote 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquialtion: 

0 In Proceu 

O Being Conaldered 

PRES E N T USE (Check One or More ee .. ~l•t•) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

Educationa l 

Entertai nment 

0 Government 

0 lnduatrial 

0 Military 

0 MuHum 

0 Porlc 

0 Prlvote Realclence 

C!) Religioua 

0 Scientific 

STATUS 

Ef Occupied 

0 Unoccuplecl 

0 PreHrvotion worlc 
In progreaa 

0 Tranaportotlon 

0 Other (S,..cllJ') 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

0 Reatrlctecl 

~ Unreatrlctecl 

0 No 

0 Com111entt 

"' CITY 0 

COURTHOUSE , REGllST"Y OF OEE OI, ICTC: 

0 County liJ Local 

--- Commission for Historical and Architectural P e P 
ST" T ANO NUM•lt" • 

26 South Calvert St . 
CIT Y 0" TOWN: ITATIE: 

Baltimore 

PS - 7011 



·.· ): . . 

CONDITION 
0 e.xcellent 

6'J Altered 

Q9 Good 0 Foir 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

( Check One) 

0 Oeterioroted 

DESCRIBE THe PRE;SEN T ~ ~ D ORIGIN Ai.. ( II known) PHYSICAi.. APP EAR AN C E 

0 Ruina 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved [J Orlginol Site 

Constructed in three principal sections ln two major construction efforts, 
the Sto Ignatius Church complex of buildings is presently undergoing ren­
ovations which will transform over two-thirds of the building into a res­
ident playhouse with a variety of supporting facilitieso The interior 
spaces will be vastly altered, but the exterior of the buildings will re­
main largely the sameo the st.one-ciPtailed brick buildings occupy the en­
tire length of one block and are formally arranged in a nee- classically 
inspired asymmetrical composition of seven distinct bayso The projecting, 
gableq end bays, resting on rusticated granite bases and designed in var­
iations of the temple form, give the block an ordered repose which balance 
the visual effects of the off-centered , main entrance porticoo 

St. Ignatius Church 

On the northernmost portion of the block is the earliest part of the com­
plex, the St. Ignatius Church building . It ~ill not undergo any changes 
in the current renovationso 
Built in 1855, to the designs of I .. ouis L . Lone and Henry Hamilton Pitta.r, 
the church is a stark, b~ick temple with bold Baroque massing. Subdivided 
into three bays, the central portion, from the granite base to the apex 
of the pediment, is deeply recessed behin~ the building line of the flank­
ing bays. 
A rusticated, flanking, granite base on the front facade masks the rough, 
fieldstone base of ~he back and sides. Brick pilasters with cast- iron 
Roman Ionic capitals and bases rise from projecting granite pedestals at 
the corners of each flanking bay; in~ tha··c~ntral b{iy~ '1 pair of identical, 
closely set pil qsters run up the middle of the facade from a common pro­
jecting oedestal. 
Flanking this shared pedestal in the base of the central bay are two re -
cessed basement entrances with wooden doable doorso Abou-e each door is 

a recessed rectangular brick panel, and above each of these are tall, 
triple hung sets of double windows, each set of which shares a common, 
semi-circular transom. Both of t ese window~units are framed by minor 
brick pilasters with Doric capitals carved of stone. Stil ted, semi-cir-
cular stone arches with exaggerated keystones and flat stone sills com­
plete the window enframement. Recessed, rectangular brick panels sit 

above each window below the corniceo 
Each of the projecting side bays is fitted with centrally positioned, 
double wooden doors with glass upper panels, w~ich give access to the 
church level. These ent-rances are reached by flights of 1?,rani te steps 
running from the buildin~ which are flanked by sets of elaborate, twisted, 
wrought-i~on rails. The door-ways !BI'e framed by stone pilasters with 
Dori~ capitals, which also frame tympanums filled with tripartite, £ixed 
windows with wooden sashes tooped with fanned transoms. Recessed brick 
spandrels are above each each doorway, and above each of these are semi- cir 
cularly arched recessed brick panels with stone sills and stone drip 
moldings. 
The six pilasteis support a brick archittave~and frieze which are divided 
by a string of stone molding. The broken pediment, faced with a very 
bold projecting stone cornice , bereft of articulation. A fanlight is let 
into the center of the 
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PERIOO (Checlr One or More ae ApPrOPf'fate) 

O Pre·Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPEC I Fl c OA TEis> (If Appllc•bf• and Kno""I) 

AREAS OF SIGN! Fl CANCE (Checlr One or More•• Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Eclucotion 

0 Prehi1toric 

0 Hhtorlc 

O AgrlculluN 

0 Architecture 

0 Att 

0 Commerce 

0 Communlcotlona 

0 Conaervotion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 EnginHring 

0 lnduatry 

0 Invention 

0 Londacope 

Architecture 

0 literature 

0 Militory 

0 Music 

0 18th Century 

ii] 19th Century 

O Political 

0 Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

O Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Sociol/Human· 

itorion 

O Theoter 

0 Tron1portotion 

. 

0 20th Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

: 

with moldinp identical to that of the windows telowo ThP 2Dex of the 
Pt::diment, ic; capped b a wooden cross0 'l'he interior is elaborately fin­
ished in thP Roman Corinthian modeo ( H'or ful"tner inf'ormr·tion on the 
C01"1"'le-r, consuJt 710 and 700 Nol"t' Calvert cit.) 
Sieni.fic:rnce 

In addit-i.011 tn containinil' ::i hand~omf' ex1.wnle of an+.ebPlJum church and 
eccJesiasti.c educ:iti.on~l buildinp. , Yiith Roman as well as B<>roque i.'1flu­
ences, the '3t . Ii:-natius c0mple:ir is pril"h•rs the t~·s+ Pxhnt example 
of ninetePnth century site planninf in Baltimore . Not only do the 
individually dist inc ti ve later buildini:i;s of' the complPX blenci harmon­
iously with the oririn,g) struct1n·es, b11t they succPed in doinr:- so on 
difficult erour:d v1hich steeply slopes in t~-10 di l"ecti ons. 

. 

Altf'lough tl1e Lo:vnl~ i nsti tu ti on"' hHVf' moved out of the buildinP's in val" ­
ious stages in thi.:> hientieth century, thf' hi~torir,::il assoc)ations of the 

' 

bdldings for Baltimore end the n~tion exceed the bounds of Loyol-:i 
and Roman r,at olici sm . Abram ,r. Ryan, 11poet- pr) est of the South , '' 
stayed ~t Loyola . James R.yde,.. Randall , -who wro+e 1•M.qryl;rnd, My Mar;y­
la nd, 11 att.Pnded St. Ignatius Church when he visited Baltimoreo Eugene 
L. Didier , Rn author ~nd lQader )n the revival of interest in Edrar 
Allen Foe , attended Loyol:i. College. ~entieth century religious and 
political activists James and Phillip Berriean are intimately associ­
ated i.;ith St. Igmt.ius and Loyolao The list of not.ables and notable 
events connected v1ith the buildings is extensi'Je o 

Perf aps mo~t si.rni.ficJ.ntly, the ou+,standinr- oind exhrnsive renovation 
effort~· currently roinf i.nto these buildinss make it one of thP 'Tiof't 
ti'ln~u J a"d "lmbit"ous a tterrrts at preserv~i.icn "l.'1d ada'"ltive use of his­
toric structures VJhich has been attempted, to date, in t'1e UnitP.d St.atPso 
Tt presents 'l prime case study of cooperative financi nr -=inr pl.'in-
n~n~ when used tc encourae:e laree seal preservation pro~ects . li'or 
the time beinr, the St . Ignatius complex has ~sc3ped the unh~ppv f3tp 
of t!·e Pqua1Jy dist"m:ui..f'hed Katel"loo Ro.i '-1hich , uriti.1 recently, sto0d 
in the s!"iadow of Ioyol·~. lonP' V"cant lot~ bf'"r testimony toles~ well 
c~n~idcred ::inrro::icl~es to +r"p main+et1F'1ce of tl-f> physic'3l, histr»·icaJ 
Ci +y. 
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St. Ignatius Roman Catholic Church 
720 N. Calvert Street 
Block 0527, Lot 014 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 
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