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Name of Property: St. Frances Academy
Location: 501 East Chase Street, Baltimore City, Maryland

The nationally significant St. Frances Academy is the convent and school built by the Oblate Sisters of
Providence in 1870. The Oblate Sisters of Providence was the first Catholic order of black nuns, founded
in 1828, the same year the school was founded as the first school for black children in Maryland. The
convent and school have occupied the East Chase Street location in the district continuously since 1870.

The St. Frances Academy remains an active Catholic educational institution in 2012 and was added to the
Baltimore City Landmark List in 1982. There is also an MHT Easement on the property.
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HISTORIC

gt . Frances Academy

AND/OR COMMON

St. irances Academy

- BPALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
501 East Chase Street

(Chase St. & Brentwood Ave.; hrentwood was formerly
called Constitution)

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Baltimore — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
- Maryland
EJCLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X _OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X_BUILDINGIS) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS XEDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCI
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _XRELIGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS X _YES; RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC

__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO __MILITARY __OTHER

THOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME

Oblate Sisters of Providence

STREET & NUMBER

501 East Chase Street

Telephone #:

DA9=5794 ...

CITY, TOWN

e A BLE O L B

STATE, zip code
—__ VICINITY OF Maryland 21202

EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

STREET & NUMBER

Liber #: 24
Folio #: 176

Maryland Hall of Records (Baltimore City Land Records)
St, John's Campus

CITY, TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland
I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
None

—FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY

—LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




EA DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT — DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED __ORIGINAL SITE
X Goop —RUINS _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

B-9%1

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The St. Frances Academy is a handsome Second Empire brick structure.

The architect was George Aloysius Frederick, the noted Baltimore architect
of such other notable structures as the Baltimore City Hall, the old Rennart
Hotel (now demolished) and the churches St. Pius, and the Fourteen Holy Martyrs.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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KB} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —Law —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART _ENGINEERING —MUSIC — THEATER
—1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X.1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY])

—_INVENTION

! SPECIFIC DATES Completed and dedicated BUILDER/ARCHITECT
November 27, 1870 George Aloysius Frederick

. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The St., i'rances Academy building situated on Chase Street in the city of Baltimore,
was completed and dedicated on November 27, 1870. ./rchbishop Spaulding officiated. George
Frederick was the architect.* This academy was originally located on Geroge Street, Imown
as Saint Mary's Court in 1828, It was at the George Street residence that the Oblate
Sisters of Providence were founded by Father James Hector Nicholas Joubert de La Muraille,
a Sulpician Father, in 1829. Two 'colored women," Maria Magdalene Balas and Elizabeth
Lange, started the school which served boarders and day students, both those that could pay
and those that could not, These women, Maria Magdalene Balas and Elizabeth Lange were the
first two novices of the Oblate Sisters of Providence, and cofounders of the order with
Father Joubert. The academy was also located on Richmond Street, for awhile, vefore the
i fice on Chase Street was constructed,

St., Frances Academy is the pioneer educational facility in Baltimore City, devoted
to neglected "colored children', The academy's curriculum in 1870 included, religious
instruction, English, French, arithmetic, georgraphy, History, grammar, orthography,
penmanship, sewing in all its branches, embroidery in cotton and chenille or gold tapestry,
the waxing of fruits, music, painting and housekeeping, In 1873, algebra, natural phil-
osophy and fine art were added to the curriculum, in 1876 Latin, in 1878 Sacred History,
in 1881 ancient and modern history and in 1889, Spanish and geometry.

vuring the second half of the nineteenth century, St. Frances Academy functioned
simultaneously as a boarding school day school and orphanage. Orphans where under the
charge of the Oblates at Saint Frances, until the 1920's. when the Archbishop of Baltimore
transferred them to the care of the Franciscan Sisters.

Some of the girls that graduated from St. Frances Academy conducted highly successful
schools of their own. Arabella Jones operated a school known as Saint Agnes Academy in
Washington and Martha Costin's school is listed in the May 30, 1969 "Report on Public
Schools in the District of Columbia."

st. Frances is a flourishing High School today, but it should be remembered for its

historical significance in the educational gains of black Americans. Perhaps the finest
tribute ever given the institution was written by the Commissioner of Education (Washington
D.C.) in 1871: ...For many years (St. Frances) was the only colored school within reach
of the colored people of this District (of Columbia), in which anything was attempted

md the rough primary training of the promiscuous school, and there are women who still
s.ve in the District of Columbia and elsewhere, whose wel-bred families owe their refinement
largely to the culture which the mothers of a quarter of a century ago, or more received
in this female seminary. It was here that many of the first well-trained colored teachers
were educated for the work in this Capital... The academy has always been well patronized,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Primary Sources
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CHAPTER I1I
EARLY FOUNDATIONS, 1829-1..72

1828~ Saint Frances Academy -
Baltlmore, Maryland

The noble work of teaching which is the primary work of the Oblate
Sisters of Providence began with its founding. The.r first and oluut.‘ achool
has the unique distinction of being established before the Oblate Sisters of
Providence,

As haa been previously mentioned, Father James Hector Nicholas Jouberi de
la Muraille was the founder of the Oblate Sisters of Providence. For a long
time this priest had in mind the .dea of & school for colored children. His
greatest problam was who to get to teach in his school. About the same time,
two colored teachers named Maria Magdalens Balas and Elizabeth Lange had the
sune idea as Father Joubert. These two” ladies did conduct a school and mads
a fair living whila so doing. They were educated and mistreases of their own
time and lives. Through Divins Providence Father Joubert met these ladles who
weres later to become the foundresses of the Oblate Sisters of Providence. Thair
identical ideas and plans were at once realized. For years the two young ladies
had wantsd to dedicate themselves to God in order to petter eaucsare colored
children, Father Joubert then had obtained women to beg.n ths foundation of

1

colored nuns which had long been his dream.”™ Father Joubert sought the necessary

lFather Joulert's Diary, v. 9.
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permission from his Superior who approvad but fowid the idea not very feasible.
Father Joubert was not easily discouraged and he tried the Archbishop who at
that time (1827) was Hight Heverend Ambross Maréchal, also & Sulpician like
Fathar Joubert. Ha too approved but wondared {rom whence would come tha
pacassary funds, Lverything was at a standstill. The followlng January ;
Archbishop Marfichal died and Monsignor Whitfiele who had been administrator |
of the diocese succeeded him. After listening to Father Joubert's plan for a
school for colored children Monsignor whitflela saw no objection, not ayen on
the score of funds, and gave permission for Father Joubert to start the school
as soon as he was able. He Legan at once, which according to the records was

the early part of March, 1827.1

Saint Frances Academy was a piloneer in tne field of education in BDaltimore |
for neglected colorsd children who could be instructed in reading and thus be

able to study their catechism., In .(cdl, there were no schools Jor cuiored children

ey e N e A e o

in this country. Father Joubert znd the two youn, .auies, Elizabe'n Lange and
Marie Balas, dared to open a school fou: HNegroe: n bait.wore. It was mutually

agreed that the young lad.es could best stall !'e «ciool a8 religlous, snd they

bownd e B oy

were delighted with the priest's proposal to wr.'e & r..e for them, Thus we have

WP

the humble beginnings of the present Saint France: A:xadesy, which at this writing
has been conducted by Oblate Sisters for one nunu ead ani tairty-three yua.rs.z
Funds for the school were provided by Mrs. Chatard and Mrs. Du-zatel,

who wers intenssly interested in the spread of relipion. Thess two ladies,

s i Adel Maran -

who became the first benefactors of the Oblate Sisters of Providence, wers both

livid., p. 12.

21bid,
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' wealthy and soclally prominent. Madare Chatard was the wife of Doctor Peter
—

. atard who also served the Oblate Lisiers. He scld them & house for much less
than he had paid for it znd for tne rest of his life he gave them med.cal
attention as did bis son and -ranoson. The Chatarcs have been frisnds of the

2

Oblatas for over a co-n.ury.l

The first bullding to house tLi Acauemy wus located on Jeorge Stireset

known as Saint Mary's Court. Tne house was leased und taken poscession of on
June 13, 1828. During the first year the novices taurht eleven boarliera and

nine day pupila.z

Because Father Joubert was s0 precise anu accurate he xept a reccora of
the names of the first pupiis admltiec to the school. Also in Father Joubert's
records 1a the fact that from the bezinning the Cblatle Jisters toou ~ares of anu
educated gratuitoualy poor children. antered on a sepiraie paxe ol t . asccount
bpox th.s item occurs:

Entered gratutitou-ly, June 23ro, i:23
Germaine, age 12 y«ars, pensionnu.:e
Elise Wiiliams, age 8 years, pens. " a.re
Jean Williams, age 2, pansionnaire’

Besides the names .istea above, Father Jou.eti's records &lvo shows the

names of tha other acholars entered t.at Iirst yea-. "o, are 18 JyLicwus:
June 1628 Clara Bourgcin. . . . . . . « . . . . . Yoar e-
The two Sequ.ns I R . HAoRisera
(Jossphine) Amania. . . . . . . . Hoarcer

Almaice bLuchemifi. = « = « +» » 2 &+ « =« « » Loat ler
Marie JacQUeS & & o » & & & = @ e » = @ » Day
Cangla JRLQUES: & + = « @ & & & & & § & & DAY
Lecocadie Dominique . . . . . . . . . . , Uay
Rose Charles: . ¢ s « & 5 4 é s o 4 » + « DAY

Iprchiral Material, Oblate Sisters' Motherhou €, Bu.tl.more, Maryland.
*Ivag.

3ht.r.ar Jonbert's Records.
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July 1628 Julienna Barbe. . . . . . . . & . o » DBY
Lucio Larbe . + v v v 4 o v o & « . « Day
Adine Deshais . .« . « . ¢« o o v & e » Day
Ursula Deshais. . « « « « +» =« » » » = - Boarder
Hospillens Deshais. . . . . . . . . . . Boarder
Septamber Ann Milla ¢ s + 5w @ v ¢ @ e w e e & 5 4 DAy
Octobar Joaephina L'Evielle . . . , . . . . Boarder
Catmrina Cralg . . ©+ « » s o« ¢ » « . Boarder
Susen Wieck, « . +.« v + ¢« ¢« + &+ » +. . . Day
BRI aWIEK s s e e ow e e v om e s o DAY
Moverber  Martha Berry. . « « « » « « « « « . . . Dayl

In addition to these names four other students listed in Father Joubert's diary
left befors the ysmar was over. i
The Catholic women of Baltimore did all they could to encouraygs the Sisters
and to further their workx. With encouragement from all sides the school of tha
Oblates prospersd and thay soon had to purchase & larger houss on Richmond Streat. '
Before the Sisters were professed thers were twenty-four ;upils of school
ege under their educational care. This does not include the orphans. It seems
{itting to mention that soms of the girls who finisned at the Oblate School
conducted highly successful schools for their race :n the District of Columbia.
Two of them were Martha Coatin and Arabella Jones whose names ars on thes very

early records., Arabella Jones' school was called Saint Agnes Acadeny, and

- ¥

was situated in the District, She was a lover 'of the English Classics_and very

2

proficient in French and rusic.“ The school Martha fuarke Coatin, a pupil of the

Oblates in 1832, conducted had first been begun by her sister Loulse Parke Costin

e S

. . v LU non i ¥
. ALY Aot T ‘L'\ I s i ';‘ o } o

in her father's house. Their school was founa to bte up to date and in keeping

‘.
il

with the public schools of their time. Information ccncerning their school was |

found in "Report on Public Schools in the District of Columbia, May 30, 1858, 3 :

1rbid,

21pia,

BShervood, op. cit., p. 3k.
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Tha prospectus of Zaint Frances Acadeiny, probabl; composed by Father

Joubert himsalf states:

The object of this institutlon ls one of great importance, greater
{irst a.pear to those who would only glance

indead than might av {
at the sdvantagas which it 19 calculated to directly impart Lo ths

leading portion of tia human race (woran?) and through it to society
girls will either bacome molhers of

at largs. In fact, chete gz
farilies or domestic servanta. In the first case the solid virtues,

the religiocus and moral principles vhich have been zcquired in the

school will be carefully t:ransferred as a legacy to their chiliren.

« « +» As to such as are to te employed as servants they will ba

entruzted with domestic corcerns and the care of young children.

How important, therefore, trat these girls shall ha/e imbibed

religious principles and hav: been trained up in their habits of )

modesty and integrity.t

Tha subjects taught at tnat time seem somewhat meager today: reading,

writing, French, English, arithmstic, all kinds of fine sew.ng, embro.cery,

bead work, snd gold work, geography, music, and washing and ironing. To judgpe

ths schonl fairly ons must contrast it with the schools of that day. At the

—_~—
C »lite school in Baltimore, advertising in the same almanac, the sau' ‘ects

6f bookkseping, history, philosophy, and the use of the ;lobes were adcsa but
the instruction in neddlework was practically the sanme in both schools, rroving
how large a place the plying of the needle held in women's lives then.

Tepeatry that was done as early as 1827 is s%. .1 preservet n the Sisters!

convent and is coften admired by visitor: to the conveni. Jisitor~s are par-

ticularly amazed at the cdates which are worked in on t'e tapestrr, Some of

the work done by the children in these earlier days .s still on display in the

halls at Saint Frances Acader; today and other pieces a:e hanging in the nalls

of ths Oblata Sisters of Providence Motherhouse.

llbtd., pp- 35, 35.
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Tarms and Regulations of ths School in 1!3)4

) |
L" . @-ag! l
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|

Beaides thes ocare bestowed on their religlous education, the girls
of color are tausht kEnplish, French, Cyphering, and »riting, Sew- .
iny 21l its tranchas, ibmbroidery, Washing and Ironing. f €

Terms (Boarders)

Board:ng anu btaltion, monthly, payable in advence. . . . . 3
Fool for the win s qualtdr. « + o o wowom « w o o omw v Sl }
Half-boardirg and “uiticn, monthly, payable in advance . . 2.00

Fuel for the winter quariers o « & o wiw v & ¢ & & % @ @ <50

°
8
ot S ook L I

Day Scholars

Tv.tion, quartarly, pavable in aavance . . . . . + « « « « $2.02
Fiol for the Ninter qUuartlr. -« « & w o w o @ » & e w0 & 50
For the uce of bLscns, day achulars pay annually. . . . . & « 3i

¥oarders pay an extra charpe for tooks ana stationsry, the cace of
tha sick, washirr #»1d menduing, unless parents chooss to attend to
tlwssas uo)ects i person, the whole may be furnishea by the school
for th: sun $2, sanually, but in case of protrocted slcxnes= ths
doctor's bill is added.

The puplls ars to bs provided, at their entrance, with bed and
Ledding, they may be furnisited by the Sisters [Hr 33.

The pupils who res.ce in the City are permittec Lo dine with ‘hem
on the first “unday of every month, and to renain until five
o'clock in the winter, and unt 1 seven in the sumer. Tals pern.s-
s.on, however, may be refused by way of pun.shment.

Special parmission 18 required to sleep out of chool, ind is
granted only for particular reasoms.

The vacation commences or. the lUth of August, af‘er the distri-’
; bution of premivms, mnd enas on the first Monayy in 3enterber.

Diring the vacatic. the voarders are allowes %o remain at school,
l and no deduction will be made, should they r,;«nd it witn their :
parents.t

With little cha.ije these advertisemenis cont.uled to &xnear until after
the Civil War when the cwriculum expanded. In 1355, tne pupils were taught
in additicn to religious instructions, knglish, French, ari-hmiic, geography,

|
history, graamar, orthography, writ.ng, sew.ng .r all its branches, erbroidery 1:
|

i
|
|

I[ l::'he United States Catholic Alnanac and Laity's Diiectory for 183Y4,
pl 12;‘.
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in cotton and chenilie cr rold tapestry, the wax.up of [ruits, misic, and
paintinz., The expension ¢f the curr.culum alter tie Clvili War is indicated

in the rollowing tadla,

ina . -
TARLE 1

EXPANSION OF TI® CURRICTIUM OF SALLT FRANCES! ATADIMY AFTER THE CTVIT WAR

} Year Acadenics Art Economic Corrwretal
| 109 oo hacking Tuftad Darning .. .
1 Wo: <, max wWore- Dcrestic
. Econoity
i 1859 - Silx kmbroidery Housexeep ing &
[
1673 Algebra Foney s ¥
I Nat:ral Painting
' Phi.asophy
I
| 1375  Latia Megmatics, Lace . ..
~ Ertroidery
i 1878 sucred Cravel Work on 2
| History Harp
E 16879 e Hamstitching Dre smaking o
]
' 1081  Ancient and
| Modern His- 5
| tol)y b -
; 1845 .o Qutl.ning and &% ~r
i Cottra Enmbroidery
1865 i Japansze i -
| Embroidery
E 1889 Zpanlsh Foslya wWork Pust:y Bockree ring
i (aometry
|
-4 +Tha above data were compiled from the offir.ul Cu'halic
' Directorias.
- Dur ing ths escond half of the nineteenth contury Saint Frances Academy
functlonad iltanecasl, as a boardin,s scheol, du ecchonl, and ornhanage. The

Catholic Mrectory of 15,3 lists “sivty=seven pup v of whow ten srs boarders;

ke u
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gaven orphans," Until 1873, the a3 ler of pupils did no' churgzz much, but in
hat, yaar on2 hundrad trsnty=-five uoils gre lisea wanty=-five of m I
that j n t ty~f1 atla listea, twenty-f af whom were

bLoardsrs and four orpharna. The d.rectories show that in 1854, the tuition was

Ol

RS

increanad to 822,

From toe beginiding ib was the custom of Ublate Sisters tn care for

orpnans. They wera at 3aint Frences until as late as the 152D'5 vhen tha

Archbishop on Baltimere transterrcs nhem to the care of the Franclscan Sisters

to laave the Ohlates fresz for the.r Lesching »ork, DBut the Cbletes are stilil
#y

caring for orphans &nd th.=a will 1u-e up in a later cpapler.

‘

At present Saint Franeces .c..emy, locates in the hesart of Paltimore,
at Chase Sirent sng Crentwood Averue, consigts of a hipgh school catering both
to Zuy and Yo boarad np students. The present enroilnent is %o nundred ana
elaven, eplxty-Cive of wihon are toarders. The ne.pwirhoda has cone down a great
ceal in the past fev yezrs. Tne Sisters are hop.nhg to bulld in 1 not distant
future a new Saint Frances Acalenmy in another ne ¢utorhood. Tha .. lshop has
alrsady given ths necessary pein.usion to bu:ld. wnat they need i« ¢ tne funds,

Saint Frances has state uccreditat on, and is approvesd ¢ the Maryland
State Department of _dnecaticn. Admission .s .ranted to thosc suomitting a
transcrint of credils for worv Ayne previddsl,, i aoie oflea Lo thore passing
an entrance examina® .o in the required siy i

The faculty is composed of fourteen .'.iste Sisters of rovidrnce who
hold dezrees from leading Catholir Colleges thro ghout the Unital States.l The
scrolastic year is divided into 'wo semes w15, The firs! teg.ns in Septesuer
and ends in January. The secona beging the [irst of February znd ends with the

Juna commencerent.

G131 __

) L]
“Archlval Materinl. Cb.«‘*e Sisters' }otherhouse, Raltirore, Maryiand.

b
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Tha school is equipned to mcet modern demandr. 1t has la~ge, bright
clasarooms, a recrsalion roos, d.ning nalls, ann attract ve dormltories, a

i library and six thousanc volunes unu«r the superv.s on of a trainnd librarian,
a cafatsria for thse use ol day stucents, food lavoratory with pas {ixtures

] snd individual utens . is, n3 well as a larpe hotel hi<e-oven, a r~iothing liborae
1

tory with fasilities for hang aad machine sewins, and an aud.toriy.

A modern acagemic progran .5 foilowed al ,aunt fronces Acacany. [t

{ compirises the classical and ,eneral curriculwi., ‘~nthly iest anc « caninationa,
1 together with daily clasuwork, delermine the sty w.ie' ccholast.c L-",nn--i-:ng. To
be graduated from the Ara-!i:m;' a girl must ach.e.: rassing avera, o of saventy
! in ell sublectns. The sare average _c neceded to ' «u to the next class,

‘ Tablea 2 and 3 show the classical and gen- "al curricula aad their
cred !t value as they were in 1942, Toules L &, suow tne curr .cu.a o3 they
- are today.

The Academy has wany stusent organizaticon. «.'0 | rograms o orac.ng
different phases of student life. some are reli;.nuc and others prormsta activ-
ities of various kinds; among then are: Saint Xart.n's Union, Jozality of Our
Lacy, Catholic Youth Organizat.on, Newman Clud, Urt:a leugue, .£cies Auxiliary,
Confratermity of Christian Doct -.ne, (MCA, Schoo! Pager, Choral Club, Bowlding
League, Alpha Psi Omega, Uelta Tiuma Theta, Amer.can Juila, Third Jrder of

Saint Dominic, Puture Teache:ra of America, and Mo u. ng Co:miiltee of Family

Sor\rino.z

1:£ecorda, Saint Frances Acaje.y, Jalt.ore, 'lauryland.
L5 ', [
: “Ibid. " !
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i TAsLs 27
t THE CIASSICAL CURRICULUM OF SAINT FoANCLS ACADEMY~-19%u2
E Subject Periods per waak No. of years Units
|
lRali.g;on............, 5 i i
| Baglish. T o o o ee s e e s e s 5 b by
i Latj.n. « ® ® & = & @® . = - . 5 2 2
Mathematics, « « v o s o 5 4 @ 5 2 2
1 SOCl&l S‘Ll‘di—“u - . . - - . - . - D h h
l Problems of Democracy. . . . . . 3 1 B
)
|
| Qeneral Science. , . . . + « o+ & 3 i 4
|Science............. 5 2
‘ Modern Languag®. . « . . « + 5 2
 Home Zconsmics o o o o o v 0 o o 3 1 4
I Physical Education-A 3 1 3
' Physical Eaqucation-B . . . . . . ‘ =
4
AR Ii Hualc (VQC&lJ. " & * B » & = = » 2 Ly L
} |
| Music (Instrumentald) . . . . . . 3 b . -
L -
| Total 18

*Prom the flecoris of Saint Frances Acsace

i ®
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TABLE 3%

THE GENERAL CURRICULUM OF SAINT FRANCES ACAUEMY-1942

-

Subject Pariods per week No, of years Units :
RELigion & s & v o o 5 59 5 L - ? £
Englizh. o o o o o o o = 4 o » 5 L i :
Mathematicse « « ¢ o o o o o & 5 2 2 '
Modern Languagé. . « . « » o S 2 > 2 ;
Social Studies . . « . « . o 5 3 3 ;

Conaral Science. . « « « « o & 3 1 3 .:
SBEMICe: v i 5w B wicemom B N 5 ' 2 2 ‘
. Home Economics . « « o « « « 5 3 3
"l Physical Education . . . . .+ . 2 4 % i
Music (Vecal)s o & ¢ o « o o & 2 L .
Muaic (Instrumental) . . . . . 3 ks -
‘Total 154 ;

TR T T TV O TR TR

*From the Records of

Saint Francea Acader .
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THE ACAD:MIC COURSE-1952

Firast Year

Religion

Englieh

World History
Algebra 1

Ganeral Scisnce
Physical Education
Nusie

French or Spanish

Typing or Shorthand (electives)

 Third Ysar

Religien

English

United States History
Latin I

Biology

Qeommtry

Physical Education
Music

Typing and Sherthand (electives)

Second Year

Religion

English

Algebra II

French or Spanish
Hygiene

World Gsography
Physical Educationm
Music

Typing and Shorthand (slectives)

Fourth Year

Religion

English

Problems of Democracy
Latin IX

Trigonometry (elective)
Chemistry

Phys (cal Education
Music |

Typing and Shorthand (electiver

*From the Records of Saint Frances Academy.
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TABLE 5

N
o

THE GENERAL COURSE-1952

Firat Year

Religion

English

Algsbra

French or Spanish
Genaral Sciencs
Physical Education
Music

Typing and Shorthand (electives)

Third Year

Religlon

English

United States History
Clothing

Blology

Phynical Education
Huaic

Typing and Shorthand (electives)

Second Tear

Helipion

Engl.sh

Foous and Nutrition

French or Spanish F
Hygiene

World Geography

Physical Education

Music

Typing and 3horthand (electives)

Fourth Year

Religion

English

Proulems of Democracy
Home Management

Art

Physical Education

Typing and Shorthand (electives)

*From tha Records of Saint Frances acadery.

e

Sapel e e e




L
b i i L i e s S e e e

C e T A e T i AP U I L o M

i

S —

31
Saint® Fronces Academy is a flourishing school today, and it stands as
& noble mwoaoument Lo the plionecer efforts of those who carried it through the dark
days of trial to the steady development wiiich called iorth the glowing tribute
pald to the Sistera in 1871 by the Commissioner of Education:

In this connection it is not inappropriate to give scme account
of this achool, which has done 8o valuzble a work for tha educa-
tion of tha colored people of the District and the country at
larps,  For many yeara it was the only colored school within

reach of tha colored pwople of this District, .n which anything
was attempted beyond the rough primary training of the prom:scuous
school, and there ars women who still live in this District and
elsawhers, whoss wall-bred families owe their reflinements largely
to the culture which the mothers of a quarter of a century awo, or
mere, received in this female seminary. It was here that many of
the first well-trained colored teachers were educated for the work
in this Capital. . . . The Academy has always been wsll patronized,
comprising girls from avery part of tha South as well before as
aince the War. The nuber the past year was some 170, of which
forty-five ware boarders, a largs number being from Washington and
Gsorgstown. Attached to the convent is also a frea school for
girls and an orphan asylum, and until last year (1858) thay had
for aany years maintained a school for boys. In 1852 some of these
Sisters established a female seminary in Philadelphia, which has
besn very successful. There is also a colored female school in
Washington under the care and instruction of teachsrs formerly
attached to thias sisterhood. For nearly a quarter of a century
this senminary at Baltimore was the school 1n which most of the
colored girls in the Distr.ict, who were so fortunate as to recaive
any of the refinements of achool culture, reported for their
training from the foundation of the convent down to 1857.1

Many of the girls who were graduated from Saint Frances Academy have
attended institutions of higher laarningrtn many states. Some of the collegss
and Universities attended were: Coppin State, Morgan Stata, Notre Dame of
Maryland, Howard Univsrsity, Catholic University, Baltimore Jun.or Collegs,
Fount Saint Agnss, Hampton Institutas, Bennett College, Xavier Univarsity, Regia

Collags, Wilson Junior College, D.C. Teachers Collegs, N.Y.U. Business School,

1M, B. Ooocwin, Special neport of the Commiss.oner of Education for 1871,
pp. 205-205,
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SALTIMORE CITY - COMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION

CDBG SU : 12
RVEY YEAR SURVEY NO. : B-981

AREA: St. Frances Academy - Brentwood Ave. Hist. Dist.
: MAGI NO. : 0409815502

ADDRESS: 501 East Chase Street
CURRENT NAME: St. Frances Academy

BLOCK: - LOT: LOT SIZE:
HEIGHT: 4 MATERIALS: Brick
CONDITION: Good OWNER:

ADDRESS -

USE: School ACCESSIBLE:
DESIGNATION:Balto. City Landmark: .
_(1332) LIBER/FOLIO:

HISTORIC NAME: St. Frances Convent, Academy and Orphan Asylum
DATE: 1870/1907

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: George Frederick

STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE): Second Empire

DESCRIPTION:

The St. Frances Academy, 501 E. Chase Street, located at the southeast corner of Chase
and Brentwood Streets of the Johnston Square Planning District of east Baltimore, consists
of 2 buildings - the former Convent, Academy, and Orphan Asylum and it's former Chapel.
Both now house the Academy, a pariochial school. The Convent is a 7 bay, 4 story, 1870,
brick building. It was designed in the Second Empire style, with a mansard roof and
projecting center pavilion. The roof has a molded cornice, with rear cornice return.

The cornice was originally dentiled. There are 3 large pediment dormers with end
pilasters and paired windows. The two end dormers have triangular pediments, the

center has a curved pediment. The pavilion's windows are rounded with segmental brick
hoods. The others are rectangular with stone sills and flat arch brick lintels. A

door surround protrudes slightly from the pavilion center. The original double

doors with half circle transoms are intact. Above the doors is a segmental arch brick
window hood and above it a wood gable. The 1907 chapel is a gable roofed brick

building with brick quoins, a large molded cornice with large dentils and cornice return.

The center door, with a half circle transom has an elaborate surround, with engaged columns
and a dentiled broken pediment with center urn. Above the door is a large blind window

with stone sill, dentiled stone lintel, raising sun transom, and a smaller rectangular
stained glass window. Flanking the center are 2 oculus, above stained glass windows with

stone sills.

SIGNIFICANCE: - i
AREA: Architecture, Education, Religion LEVEL: National, State, Local

St. Frances has national religious significance as the first permanent convent/school
built for the Oblate Sisters of Providence-—the first order of Catholic Nuns

established by and for black women. On the local level, it is also the second order

of women religious initiated in Baltimore. The Academy has state educational
significance as the first school established in Maryland for black children and the
building has local architectural significance as the work of George Frederick, a

leading Baltimore architect of the period. The Oblate Sisters were founded by

Elizabeth Glovis Lange and three other women, all black, French speaking, Caribbean
refugees, under the protection of M. Joubert, a Sulpician.priest. Their vocation was

to teach the city's black children and care for it's orphans. They took their vows

in 1829 and moved four times until settling at Chase St. in 1870. Although often the
victim of prejudice the order grew and spread throughout the U.S., and Latin America. The
Chase St. convent served for many years as their Mother House. In 1978-9 the Convent

and Chapel underwent restoration. The sisters remaining at the Academy moved out of the
old Convent and into rowhouses on Brentwood, so that the older buildings could be devoted
to school functions.

SOURCES: P + P, Maryland Historical Society; Vertical Files, C.H.A.P.
SURVEYOR AND DATE: Mary K. Mannix, May 1987
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B-981

St. Francis Academy
501 E. Chase Street
Block 1180, Lot 024
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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ST. FRANCES CONVENT AND CHAPEL, CA. 1910

Prints and Photographs, Library, Maryland Historical
Society. PP8.655
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RENTWOOD. FORREST AREAZ-7 BALTWORE TN
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150th Anniversary Oblate Sisters of Providence, (Baltimore,
MD. :0Oblate Sisters of Providence. [1979]), p.38?







St. Frances Academy

501 E. Chase St.

Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet L. Davis

Date: June 1986

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
North elevation-school
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St. Frances Academy B-981
501 E. Chase St.

Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet L. Davis

Date: June 1986

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
Northwest corner view-chapel
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St. Frances Academy B-981
501 E. Chase St.

Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet L. Davis

Date: June 1986

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
Southwest corner view
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St. Frances Academy

501 E. Chase St.

Baltimore (City), Maryland

Photo: Janet L. Davis

Date: June 1986

Neg. loc.: Maryland Historical Trust
North elevation-main entrance-school
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