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Name of Property: St. Frances Academy 
Location: 501 East Chase Street, Baltimore City, Maryland 

Inventory No. 8-981 

The nationally significant St. Frances Academy is the convent and school built by the Oblate Sisters of 
Providence in 1870. The Oblate Sisters of Providence was the first Catholic order of black nuns, founded 
in 1828, the same year the school was founded as the first school for black children in Maryland. The 
convent and school have occupied the East Chase Street location in the district continuously since 1870. 

The St. Frances Academy remains an active Catholic educational institution in 2012 and was added to the 
Baltimore City Landmark List in 1982. There is also an MHT Easement on the property. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

St Frances Academy 
AND/OR COMMON 

St. Frances Academy 

fJLOCATION 
STREET&NUMBER (Chase St. & Brentwood Ave.; Brentwood was formerly 

501 Eas t Chase Street called Constitution) 
CITY. IOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Baltimore VICINITY OF 
STATE COU NTY 

Mar land 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STA TU S 
_ DISTRICT _PUBLIC X....OCCUPIEO 

X-BUILDING(S) K..PRIVATE _ UNOCCUPIED 

_ STRUCTURE - BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_ SITE PUB LI C ACQU ISITI ON ACCESSIBLE 
_ OBJECT _ IN PROCESS lL YES; RESTRICTED 

_ BEING CONSIDERED _ YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Oblate Sisters of Proyidence 
STREET & NUMBER 

501 East Chase Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Ba l t 1mpre _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

PRESENT U SE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

.XEDUCATIONAL _PRIVA'ITE RESIDE NCI 

_ ENTERTAINMENT ..xRELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_ INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY _OTHER . 

Telephone # : 539-5794 

STATE 1 

Maryland 

Liber # : 24 
Folio # : 176 

zip code 
21202 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 
Maryland Hall of Records (Baltimore City I.and Recor ds) 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
St. j ohn's Campus 

STATE 

Annapolis 

DREPRESENTA TION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

D EPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN 

_ FEDERAL -..STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

STATE 



BnESCRIPTION 

_ EXCELLENT 

X GOOD 

- FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

___.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The St . Frances Academy is a handsome Second Empir e brick structure . 

The a r chit ect was Geor ge Aloysius Frederick , the noted Baltimor e architect 
of such other not able structures as the Balti more City Hall, t he old Rennart 
Hotel (now demol ished) and t he churches St. Pius , and . the Fourteen Holy Martyrs • 

. ! • . i 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_ PREHISTORIC 

_ 1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 

_1700· 1799 

_ 1800-1899 

X..1 900· 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

--ARCHECJLUliY· PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

--ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION _ LAW 

--AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-2tARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY 

_ART _ ENGINEERING _ MUSIC 

_COMM ERCE _ EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHI LOSO PHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _ I NDUSTRY _POLITICS/ GOVERNM ENT 

_ I NVENTION 

_ RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SPECIFIC DATES Completed and dedicated 
Ngyember 27 . 1870 

BUILDER/ ARCH ITECT 
George Aloysius Frederick 

, STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The St . 1'rances Academy building situated on Chase Street in the city of Baltimore, 
•..;as completed and dedicated on November 2 7, 1870. ;\rchbishop Spaulding officiated. George 
Frederick was the architect . * This academy was original:¥ located on Geroge Street , known 
as Saint Mary ' s Court in 1828 . It was at the George Street residence that the Oblate 
Sisters of Providence were founded by Father James Hector Nicholas Joubert de La Muraille , 
a Sulpician Father , l n 1829. Two "colored women , " Maria Magdalene Balas and Elizabeth 
Lange , 3tarted the school which served boarders and day students, both those that could pay 
and those that could not. These women, Maria Magdalene Balas and Elizabeth Lange were the 
first two novices of the Oblate Sisters of Providence, and cofounders of the order with 
Father Joubert . The academy was also located on Richmond Str eet , f or awhile, befor e the 

tice on Chase Street was constructed. 

St. Fr ances Academy is the pioneer educational facility in Bal timor e City , devoted 
to neglected "colored children" . The academy ' s curriculum in 1870 included , religious 
instruct ion, English , French, arithmetic, georgraphy, History, grammar, orthography, 
penmanship , sewing in all its branches, embr oidery in cotton and chenille or gold tapestry, 
t he waxing of fruits, music, painting and housekeeping . In 1873, a l gebra, natural phil
osophy and fine art were added to the curriculum, i n 1876 Latin, in 1878 Sacred History, 
i n 1881 ancient and modern history and in 1889, Spanish and geometry. 

uuring the second half of the nineteenth century, St. Frances Academy functioned 
.s imultaneously as a boarding school day school and orphanage . Orphans where under the 
charge of the Oblates at Saint Frances, until the 1920's. when the Archbishop of Baltimore 
transferr ed them to the car e of the Franciscan Sisters. 

Some of the girls that graduated from St . Frances Academy conducted highly successful 
schools of their own. Arabella Jones operated a school known as Saint Agnes Academy in 
Washing ton and Mart ha Costin' s school is listed in the May 30, 1969 ' 'Report on Public 
Schools in the District of Colwnbia." 

St . Frances is a flourishing High School today, but it should be remembered for its 
historical significance in the educational gains of black Americans. Perhaps the finest 
tribute ever given the institution was written by the Commissioner of Education (Washington 
D.C . ) in 1871: .•• For many years (St. Frances) was the only colored school within reach 
of the colored people of this District (of Columbia), in which anything was attempted 
' Jnd the rough primary training of the promiscuous school, and there are women who still 
~~ve in the District of Columbia and elsewher e, whose wel -bred families owe their r efinement 
largely to the culture which the mothers of a quarter of a century ago, or more received 
in this female seminary . It was here that many of the first well-trained colored t eachers 
were educated for the work in this Capital .•• The academy has always been well patronized, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Primary Sources 

U.S . Catholic Almanac of Lait y's Direct ory for the Year 1835 
Archives of the Motherhouse of the Oblat e Sisters of Providence , Baltimore 
Annals and Records of St . Frances Academy and Convent , Baltimore 
Diar y of Father J.H.N. Joubert , found in Oblates' Archives, Gun Road, Catonsville 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLA PPING STATE OR COU NTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 
Carroll Greene, Jr Di r , Specia l Project& May 29 . 1975 

DATE 

Maryland Commission on Afro-Ameri c an and Indi an Histor y and Cu l ture 
STR EET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

20 Dean Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Annapolis 

The Maryland Historic Sites I nven tory 
b y an Act of the Maryland Leg isl ature 
Annotated Code of Maryland , Art icle 4 
1974 Supplement. 

267-5955 
STATE 

Marylapd 

~as d£ficially created 
t o be found in the 

, Section 1 81 KA, 

The Survey and Inventory are being pr pare d f or information 
and record purposes only and do not c nstitute any i n fringe 
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw Hous e , 21 State ircle 
Annapolis, Mary land 21401 
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CHAPTER II 

EAKLY FOONDlTI ONS I ld2 9-1· ·'.12 

1828- Saint r r ancee J.cademy -
SiltliiOre, M~land 

The noble work ot teaching which ie the pr lJ'lla.ry work of the Oblate 

S1etera ~ Provi dence began ~ith i ts founding. The ~r firat and old$et echool 

hu t.be unique di.atinct1on o! beinp, eet~liahed before the Oblate Sisters of 

ProYidanc•. 

As haa been preYioualy mtUl t.i.oned, Father JS1t1es Hector ti icholu J oubert de 

la Muraille vu the founder of t.hP. Oblate Sistere of P'l-o7ldence . For a long 

t ime th1a pri••\ had 1n 1111.nd the ~dea or a echool for colored children. Bis 

creates\ prcble• VU who to get to tear:h 1n his t1c.hool. About too S tll7llt time, 

two colored t.eacMn named Maria Mngdalene Ba las end Elizabeth Lange had the 

, ... idea u ratMr Joub9rt. TheRe t\10- lad i e s d id cond:ict a s chool and 1.ade 

a tair 11Ting while eo do1.ng . They were educate d and mistrea~es of their own 

time and l1Yee. Through Divine Providence Fathe ~ :oubert met these ladies who 

·· were later to b~cmt the !oundress es of the Oblate Si!Ster e of Providence. Their 

I ,,...... 

identical ideas and pl an!!! "'ere at once realized . for years the two young ladi•• 

had "ant.tsd to d•dicate t heuelve!:i to God in or der t o better eoucs.t.e color ed 

children. father Joubert then had obtained w men t.o beg .n t h.a foundation o! 

colo:r.d nuns which had long been his dre8J'l. 1 Father Joubert sou&ht t...>w necessar/ 

l Father Joutert 1 s Diary, p . 9. 

io 

I 
~-r--·-· - .... 
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permission !ro?n hi8 Supttrior who ~pproved but fo nn<l the ldea not very fe~ tble. 

rather Joubert w~ not onsily d is~ouraged and he trLed th8 Archb:shop who at 

t hnt ti.Jzie (1827) was ki.ght Reverend Ambrose Mar~chal , also e Su lp tcian lika 

fi.l.tr.~r Jo\i:>ert. Ht1 too approved but lolondared f ro'TI whience woul 1 c ome the 

necetJeary funds. .bveryth ing wa'? at a standatill. The following January 

Archbiehop Hai~fohlll died and l-~onsi.gnor \ihitf lel1J who had bean aclm Lni.~trator 

ot the diocese succeeded h1m. After listening to Father Joubert •s plan for a 

echool tor colored children Monsignor ~hit!iela saw no objection , ~ot eyen on 

the score ot funda, and ga~e permia sion for fa ther Joubert to otact the school 

u eoon a. he was abl•. He L• gan at. once , \Oh1ch accordin'S to the n~cordu 'Was 

the enrly pa.rt of March, Ui27. 1 

Saint. France~ l.cad6llY was a. pi.oneer in tOE: field of edu.c-.tion in Dalt.imo~ 

tor neglected colored child.I-en who could be i.n!Jtruc:tcd in read .ilig &..nd thus be 

&bl• to atudy the1 r catechl~ll\. I n .. v.~ ...: , ther" ~·t· r .. n· -, schools .tor c·Jlored ch i l d ren 

in th1e country. Fatbor Joubert, ci n~ the t,..,o youn • . ; •. ;le!!, ElizaL>e· n !~ange and 

Mari• Balaa, dared t.o open a sch~ul 1 0; Hegrot: ... n i\.tit.;r,<ire. lt. Wcl:' mutua.U.y 

. : agreed thAt t.he yOllllg l~Les cot.Id best E>taf'f r.:e <L<>ol as n..:.•gio'.ls , and the;r 

wre delifhtAd with the prieet 's propo:Ht.l to ":ff . 1, p c.. ri. ~e for t.hern. Thus we han 

the hmtble beginninge o! the pre:jen t .5aint Franc•,: ii .;r!Jemy- which at th i s w-:-iting 

bu been conduct.d by Ob.lat. S1sters for one nun1, e.i cmd thirty- truee ~4lrs. 2 

Funds for the school were provided by Hrs . Chat.'lrd S..'ld 1'«. r~. Du-:atel, 

lCho " en 1.nt.erusely intereated in the spread o r r e lirio:1. T~ee. two l Adies, 

vtio becll.Jl'8 the !1ret bene!a.ctor:s of the OblatA S i~ters of Providence, 1'fere both 

l~., P· 12 . 

2Ib1.d. 

_ _...,.__ - . 
I 
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veoJ.thy o.nd soclally prominent. ~ada7e Chat&rd wa~ the w ~~~ of Doctor Petar 
,,,.-.. 

....._ .atard who aleo eeI""Ve"d the Oblate :.; ~.:<..e t·s . He <>c l c; thorn a house for :;ruch le!>a 

Rttent i oo aa did b i s son anc! .:ranuno:i . The Chatart.s have been fr:..6nds of t he 

l 
Oblatae for ovsr a c o "l tury . 

Tr• ! i r 3 t bulldi..ng to house · t.1·1t Acaut my w.s:.s l:x:r.Led on Qeorgc: ::it r eet -- ---
know as Saint Mary'& Court. Tue hou:.>t was le-:1seu ...: ::id taken pCJsct:s!l i on of on 

JUM 13, ltl28. During the !fr!it ) t:..&.r t !ie n rwice s t .111r,ljt elsven bonr.;<!:· ~ and 

nin• d&y pupi la. 2 

BecaU!l• Father Joubert "'"'B so µ<'ecioe MO a :::c uo.te r.e !<ep t a r ccora of 

the na...s or the first ~upi.~s admltt~c to the school . Al3o ~! Fatr~ r Joubert 1 a 

record.s 1a U:~ fa.ct tbat fr-0111 tlie ~11. umi.n~ ttw Cbla t. €: ,; · .. 3 ter5 too 1. ::.u-~ of a:iu 

educat.d gratuitously povr childnm. ::.ntk.ce d on & s i:.p lra ;.c ;>ao':e o~· r. " account 

~ic th i s i ten. occur a 1 

Ent.red gratutit.ou"lly, June 2Jro, l ~ ? 3 
Gemaine, age 12 y-... a.rs , penstor.n<... :·e 
Elise Willi8Jl'IB, a ;se d years , pen::-. :.u .o .re 
Jean Will i.aJM, aga 2 , pens i onn a. .1. re J 

namen of the other :!Scholar• en t ered t . ar f u-st :re ri··. 

June 162d Clara Bou~gc i n • .. . 
The two ~cqu .ns 
(Jo~ephine) A.~~Ja. 
Alma ia9 Luc hem J r1 . • 
Marie Jacques • • . . 
Camela Jac~ues ••.• 
Lecocsdi• Don.i.n i~us • 
Rose Charlea . • • . . • . • • 

!ion.1 i .- • 

r!o,;: ·;ur:i 

n(' .\f <~ er 

r.o.H !P.:

Day 
.•dJ 

• .:..i..;l 
D~y 

lArchi•r:U .Materi al, Oblate Sis t.ers 1 MothP.rhou · f' , lJ :., :._,.,,)rt'! , Mary land. 

2Io1d. 

Jratt-.er Joubert' e F.ecm·d.:s. 
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July 1828 Jul le.nn• Barbe . . 

Lue l.e l.J a..rbe • • 
Adin9 Doshais • 
Ur sula De&hais •. 
Hoapil l ene Deshai~. 
inn MLlla .• ••. 

21 

. . . . 

SeptArri:>er 
October Jo~phina L1Evielle . . • • . 

Ca•An rins Craig . . • • • 
Susm Wick. • • . • 

__ Emi.lia Wick • 
Mo.,.nber Martha Ber ry. 

Dcy 
Day 
Dar 

• Boarder 
Bo<?.rde r 

. Day 

. Doard~r 

. Boarder 

. Day 
Day 
Dayl 

In addit i on to the!le namee .four other students listed in Father Joubert' s diary 

I 
l . 

- ~--- . 

~ Catbolla voNn or Baltimore did all t hey could to encourC!.&e the Sisters 

.1 

end to !Ul""ther their voric. With encouragement froni all sides the achool of the 

Oblates prospered me Lhey s oon had to purch&se a larger house on Rich;nond Street. ' 

Bfl!ore the SiaterB were professed there were twenty-four ,"up ils of :!! chool 

a~ under tt.ir educational. care. This does not include the orphan~. It see.-ns 

litt1ng to .mention that fiO~ ot the p;1rl:s who f inisned o.t the Oblate School 

conducted highly success!ul schools for their race i n the District of Columbia. 

Two of th- "'9re Martha Coatin and Ar abella Jones whose names are o r. tho very 

early record3. Arabella Jones' ~chool was called Saint Agnes Acaden~, and 

waa situated in the District. She was a l over ·of t.he English Cla~sics _and very 

proficient in l'rench and 111'\.U! i.c. 2 The school Ma.rtt:<-4 L1rke Coati.n , a pupil of t he 

Oblat.a in 1832, conducted .1-,ad first been begun by he c e ister Louise Parke Cost in 

in her tather•o hause. The ir school was found to t ·e UiJ to dat e and in iceeping 

vith the public echools of their ti.me. In.format. i on ccmcerning t.h e i r :school wa s 

tound 1n "Report on Public Schools iri the District of Colur.lbia, May JO, 1868 • .,J 

!,_. 
' 

libid. 

2 Ibirl . 

Jsherwood, op. cit., p. J4. 
j 
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Th~ prosp1ctu3 o! O:: a int Fcance::i /, , ~d8i:lJ , prob ;lhJ_,· c ompose d b.r 1 nther 

J oubert h ims•l! sta tes : 

The obje~l of this i.n s t ~ tu t lon i s one of Great imro~tu.nce , r,r eater 
in<lee d 1.han mi ght a ·~ f 1 !"8 ':.. a ·,tJear to th re e who 'Would only g 1.an ~e 

at the 1Jcvantate~ whi.ch it : '.J calcul?.t.ed to directly ~ :•?art ':. o ::.~e 

l ending p ort ion of t. ~ .ft humM r ace ('-'O:"en? ) and t.hrouv h it t o soc; e t.y 
a t larg'I). In .fnc t , •;hete g l rls "W ill e ither becom~ i:: o ~h er .s of 
! Dr.ilies or c •.]!J}e :;tic aervan ts . IQ the f irs t case the .solid vir t ue3 , 
t he relig i ous and moral p r w c i ples which have been , .r. qulced in the 
school w1ll be care.i'ully t : a.n s f err e d as a l egacy 1.0 tht:: ir ch 1 l 1 !ren. 
• . • Aa to such as are t o bo e~~loyed a s servant s t hey will b e 
entrus ted wi th don:es t ic ccr· c~rns and the care of yo·..; ng chlldren. 
How itr.portant, t ho ref ore / t h i t these gi rls shall h a ;e i.Ir.bibed 
religioiJ .':I pnn ciples an d ha v..: been tra i..ned up in t he i :- hab i t s of 
mochtaty an·j inu.:grity.l 

Tha s ub j ects taught at t hAt time seem somelllhd.t. meager today: " ad .Lng , 

writi ng, French, English, a:- i t runet i c, all kinds o.f fine se,,.. ... ng , embro~aery , 

b9ad 11ork, and gold work, geography, mus i c, and washin~ and i roning. To judge 

the school fairly one relUlt c ontrast it w~th the schoo l;; of that day. At. the 

C llll UI s chool in Balt il!tOre, advertising i n the sa."'1€ a lrr.anac , the '3'.J ' ~ ect l5 

o! bookkeeping, hbtory, phllo~ophy , and the use of t ht ,:lobes wer e ad cod. but 

j the instruction in neddl•work was prac t i c i\lly the .;a.rne in both schools , ): r ov i ng 

I 
how large a puce the p~ in!( o! tM need le hel d :.n ;Jrmen 1 s ll ves t hf'ri . 

Tape8try that was done au early a s l e?) is preserve1 1 :..n t he Sis ters' 

I 
I 

convent and i a often admired by v i ~1 to r .:. Lo the con ·.-,. nt . 

I ticularly amaud at the dah3 -.Jh Leh are work&:! in on t. '.-'ie t apest r;r . So:-r.e of 

I 
. I the work done by the childr en i.n these earlier days . s s t i ll on displ ay i n the 

hills At S a.int. Frances .Acade ::·:;· t-oday and other pte ce s ~ ·e hang lng i..n t~e halls 

ot the Oblate Si::Jtere o! Prov idence t iothcrhouse. 

l~., PP• 35, J S. 
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Torms and R~gulat;ons of the School Ln : i34 

Beai<ies t he oare b~:jt.owec! or? t:heir religiou:; ed ur:nti.on , the gi:rls 
of co l~r a:<' t.C'- ~~ i.npl 1sh, /rench, Cyphertng , a."1:i •. r1 tin~ , Se.,,
i n .7 a..l.l it.:3 l.:-.anch·l e , i:nbroidery, Washing .'.l!ld Ironing. 

Ten::s (Boarders) 

Bo;ud . ..ng M. .; ~~ ~t ior., monthJ.y , payable in ndv<t.."lce . 
Fi:.ol f or t h., wi ~'-.c:- • .. uarter ..•...•... 
Ha.lf-l ,oa.F~fr an .~ •,uiti.cn , monthly, payable in <>.dvance . 
1''~ol for the wint·1 ~· quarter •... . . • 

DAY Sr.ho l ar3 

T\J ~t.1 on, quart~rly , pvAble in aa•ance • . ... .. 
1 .;.:l.l for the llir.t :-: r <iU.a.rte r . . • • • • . • • . 
For ttif! ll!9 of l;·)i.." :-; , 11ay a clivl.ars pay fLil.nua lly. 

.34. 00 
LOO 
2 . 00 

• 5·J 

i! oa :-dt! r3 p ay an extr~ charpe fo r l.:.-<J 0~!3 ana stat i onery, the ca.· e of 
t~e sic~, ~!l!!l~ i~- ~1d ~end;..nR , unless par~nt. s choose t o attend to 
tJ.ase uoJeCt.3 J..!1 person, t he whole may be fu...--nt.->tc'J by the 5chool 
for t i..~, s\.:J'l ..,2,i &_"1."ltta.lly, but in c&ee of pro t.rocted s 1clC!l~i 0 tha 
<..loctor 1 s bill l e aoded. 

The p..i;.>Us are to be provi.d· ·:i , at t heir cntr:mu , w1th bed ar, :1 
t.edd t.n~ , t hey ma:r be !urni s i!ed by the Sister:: r )I' .S3. 

Tht! pupils who res.-.de in tho C d .. y are perm LttPC1 t.o d i ne w :t~ : :·e:-:i 
on t he first ~ur.d.:\y o! e ve ry ni.>n t h , and t.I') r c n.a i.n W1til ; 1.'re 
o'cloi::k L"l t ha wi nte r , and unt. l ao.ren in the SU.";::"le:- . 7nl~ r ·~ rrr.. s 
S LOn, ho.iieve r , m.1:;,· be r efuse d t.y way of j)'l:l ~ shment . 

Sp•~1.al ~l"Il\iss jon :i.s rec,u i red to slee p out of ·,chool , ·u1d ts 
grc.nted only f or p articula r rehson~. 

The vacation cornr.-.ence s or. th~ 10th o! A~ust , .:if ~ ~r the 1.! ~~td
butio!) of p rer.ii!J!13 1 md en'ls on the f i r st .. };onn :i.:,· in 31ni;.e;..ber. 

I>lr'-ng t he vaca t i c..i t.~ boarders are a.llowec t.o r e ma::.r. at echooi , 
and r.o doduction wil l b e made, shoul d t hey ~ i "- n'1 it w: tn t~1e .:. r 
p.:u-ents . l 

With little ch.3.ii:E t.heoe ad ·1erti5e rr:e:its c ont.:1t.. e o ~.c> E;> .~nr ur.til after 

t i,. Civ1l War when the curriculwn expande d . ln .;.~65 , w e put:> llH i.:ere t.aui1tt 

in at!d :.t• oc to rel1p,i ou' urntruct ~ons , UigL.sh, f.· ,..nr:h , .. r ;· turn~1c , i(&vg:::-a.pcy , 

· 1 
! history, gra.:nr.iar, o r t hography, writ ... ng , s ew,;..ng ;..f , all i t !3 or~~ches , e.~b:roidery 

I"""'! 
I 

lrho United S t.tt t.an Cathol ~c Al :':anac :md L .... 1.1 ::.{ ' s Di : f·ctor.:: 
p. 12.:. .. 

for l b34, 

1 
I 

Bo.-H.tir


I -+--
?. 4 

in c.'.lt':.~:: s...'1d cb.eni l . c c ... r;ol c ~are ::tr~.- , thf' wax 11 r, .:: f fruit;; , r:r:·nc , and 

. I 
I 

'fA.3 LE 1.,. 

==:::::===-=== ~~~--~-=-====================-================~~~ 
Year 

1859 

i &7J 

I 
. , 

I 

1878 

I 1879 
I 

Acac'.e.T.i. cG 

Alncbr a 
Uat l' ~al 

!'hi ;o~ophy 

1681 Ancl.f.lnt and 
i" od~rn His 
t.o .-~· 

18tl5 

. 18~ 

I 1889 

I 
~p.a., lsh 
Coom.e t ry 

Art 

i< ur~i i~g 1\4f tf!J 
~o/0 1 .< , ·,..ax 'n'or , 

Si:. I( u:ibr o i dery 

r.,ncy 
Pa int i.ng 

f.:-.:i~atlcs, L.-. ~t-! 

r:C.~:-o ldery 

Cro Hel Work 
ttarp 

H~ n.st itch l.ne 

Outl .n ing w d 
Co t.t r n S-n~ro i ce !'y 

Japane~e 

Em bro itle r.f 

fi o sl..;:i. iolo rk 

Econu:-H.c 

Darning 
Dc:r.e st i.c 
Econo;:ry 

IIous~u<e ep i ng 

Drr: .snak i.ne 

Ccr.-.. '." ~J n· l..al 

· ! i>'fho o.bove d a t a llO':"C COOlp t led from t he o ~'fir- ,_:, l C.t •hr>'.i c 
I 
• Direct.or1~3 . 

€ - '1 f I 

I 
I 
I 
~ Dur :..ng t h!! e ecrod half o! t he nineteenth con t,1try Sa i nt Frn:ir.e!J Ac ademy 

funct lorwu 

_, _ ·- -

\. 

'I 
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867Cn orphans . " Until 18_:'.J , the ·1 i ...... e'" of pil:>il:> d i.d n0 ' c~ ;...!~,:--:: much, but in 

Lonrrlsre a..itd f;)ur o rphn.r.3 . The d 1.rect ories sh(l".1 t ~ 1:1t i 'I l B'>l.i, ths tuit ion was 

i nc re '-:l.ad t :> $22. 50. 

orphan.s . Thl"l/ ·..;~ra At .3 .::.int F;-t:m 'e.-; until .'.lS l att1 as the 1920 1 .> whl"n t h3 

to lea;.-e the ObL.\tos fre e for t.hr: ~. r · ~·E:'E<.chin;: -. ~ n : . But :.t:e Cbl i... t~~5 are sti.j.l 

at.. Cn.1.3'9 St::-~ 0t ;;r.r.! c H•r;t• .. 'OOd t\ve r:uE I co.nsists of a high sch0ol ..; <. t.ering both 

t o ·"". ·:y and t-0 bo.'1:- '1 _nu: student:.>. rru.: present cnro an.en t i s +:.:.,;n hundred ar.d 

~ e1f!V•"'n , l'lxty-fivc of ;..:~1o;:i are t.'>arJors . The ne .. p 1t ·j rhO·)c:1 h~ -; ...;ona down a ,::r-cat 
1 
j.-.. deal in tM past f-0 ·..; y i::::;--::;. Tne Sist-.:rs arf! h?~ .~• .; to b ul:.d ir. r it:: not distant 

alre&dy given U:~ neces sary p(, I :-J.'.;Rion to bu du . t-hat they nee:! .:. .:i toe funds. 

Stitt-" Depart.ment or ~.r1 1 l C-"\ t iv1. J\.d.mission . s .;:--anted to thO "I':' dUOmitting a 

an entrance exa'llin ~r: . o• . i.n t.tie requin~d s J · 1~' . ·,! ._, 

hold de :rrees !rom lead lnp Cathol i r Colle~s ~t:~ :.::· , ;;::-":-.out ~.he Ur. i '-··"" ~ Status. l The 0 .... ~ ,...... -.., 

)• 

,. 
~Archival Naterlnl . t~ b. :1•. P. S i ~ter~' rot.h~rhouse, fl:ilti r:ort> , ~:~ryla.'"'d. 

.. 
\,. 

Ill 

bapi.no
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clas~r.:>ou, a re ere at ton roor.. , d .11 in::.. n.:i.lls , .1:v: .tt,r:1c1. ve dormt :,o:- les , R 

library and oix t hou5atia ·-rolu.1'!es uncJ~ c the sup~:·v , . on ;)f a t;-.a.ir.~d l ibrar1an, 

a ca!et.rt& fat" t he Ul3• c,f da,y s tuce:its, tood la':)orato;-y w !.th .~.'.l! fixture3 

and lndi. YWw:U. ut.en:i . J..n, "~ well ns a larr.e hot.el n.lr.e- ov1•n , ~ •· l':).Jhi..n,; li..bora -

1 t ory with !AOili.t!.e:J for hano 11.n<l ~ac'1ine eewl!'l.•, .;nd an a..irl.f. Jr :.:1:- . 

be erAdUat.ed f rom t ho J\ \o·lf.ll\:' a gi.r l :"'.\\S t .ach ~e ·. , 

in ell 8 ub j ectJ1. Tr.I" tH\J,;e tlYerau---c _ !': C!Oeded to ::.: 0 

; f1~l to t.he na-::!: CJ fl.jS . 

Tab l e • 2 nnd J show the claso~cal and ~~f!ll · ".'.ll curr lcul~ -':":<! the :..:-

are t.oday. 

different. ph.aaes o! s~udent life. :501:ie 3re re l 1 ~>ous and other a ;;-;,r. . .,)w <lctiv-

1tie' o! vari ous k l ndsJ arP.Ong tl"e:!l ere : Sa ~ nt !'\-t~·t . n 1 5 Uni.on, .: v~;L.;. t.,y of Our 

. 
Con!r:it.m1 ty ot Chrlet 1 a"'l 'Coct. · :nc , ~CA, ~c:ho0: l'.• i-·U , Cher.ti Club , - i;o'lorL.~ 

Saint Do111.in1c, Future T1-ache n J of Arne r ~c a, and ~ "'U..: ni.; Cc: ~11 .. i.. t<.l' of frulllly 

2 Service . 

l a eco rd.!S, Saint fr Mees .~ , •t Je .• y , J nl t .J-:1.J1-e , ::....,r-yll.ll'\d • 
.., 
'"Th id . 

.~ ... ---
! I 
~ ', l 
' .. - .. ·----

i 
I 

. ' 
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THE C!.J\S;;>ICAL CUR.hlCULlftl OF .:3AINT Frt..AWC1S ACA.D1'.Jf1--19L.t2 

. ... 
i·: 
\. 
I 
I" 
I ·• 

I· 
i 
! 

I .. 
r , 

I 
I , . 

-

Subject Per iod.3 per week 

Religion . • • . . . . . . . . ... 5 

r ' -.> 
----

1 English. 

Lat ln. . • • . . . . . ' s 
Mathein.atic n. 5 

Social Studi.e~ :> 

Probl ems cf .Democracy. 3 

Gene ral Sci ence. .3 , 
.. 
:; Science. . • . . . . . . 
~ 

. . 3 

PlJ3s ical ~ducation-A 3 

P}zystcal Education-B .: 

l Mueic ( 
1hc&l) . • • • 2 

J' 
I I MU3iC ( Instrwrentu.l) 

I 
Tot.ti 

---~---

1 
•From the fleco:-- -.i t1 or :;a i.nt FranC!::3 Acuo~ ··.; . 

I 
I 

___ I --- -.. I 
' . . 

No . of :e,u·s 

~ 

lJ 

2 

2 

h 

l 

' J. 

2 

l 

l 

4 

Unit~ 
j - -

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

' 2 

2 

t 
I ,. 

18 
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TABLE J* 
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THE ~ CURRICULUM OF SADIT fkANCE;S ACAUlliY-19h2 

~ubject 

Rel igion • • • • . • 

Engli2h. • . • • . . 
Mothe:latics . • . . . 
Modern I..anfiu.a.ge . . • 

Social Studt.a • 

; Qenera.l Sc ienc•. 

Science. . . . . • . 
. HOSM .Econo:nica . • . 

,,.t Ph:fsical E<luc&tion . 
. Mu1ie (Vee.al) ••• 
' I Muaic (lrustru.ment.al) 

... 
• 

.' 

I 
I 
I 
I 

.. -1-
1 

Periods per week Uo. o! yf;ar8 Uni ta 

. . 5 4 

. . . . . 5 4 4 

5 2 2 

. . . . . 5 2 

• . • • 5 3 J 

J l 

. • 5 .. 2 2 

. s 3 .3 

. . . • . l 4 

2 4 . . 
• • 3 4 .. 

Tota.l 

,_ 

!
~ ..... _ 
-
~; 
-
' ·-
~ .... 

-t;' 
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TABL.b h* 

ReligiCll 

Enelieh 

World History 

.Ugebr a I 

PhJ'1'ica.l Education 

Mus i c 

French or Spanish 

t,'ping or Shorthand (electives) 

Third Year 

Religion 

Engl i sh 

United St.at•• Hietory 

Latin I 

B1oloo 

O.Ometry 

.Ph.yeical Educati on 

Music 

TJp ing and Shorthand (electives) 

Sec ond Year 

flcli P.ion 

Engl i sh 

Algebr& II 

French or Spani sh 

Hyg i ene 

World ~ography 

Physical Education 

Music 

Typing and Shorthand ( • lecti vee) 

Fourth Year 

He liJ<iOn 

~gllsh 

Problel".\3 of Del'llOcracy 

Latin II 

?r1.gonvmetr;r (elective) 

Chemistry 

Phys ~cal Education 

Mus i c 

Typi ng and Shorthand (elect lver 

i. *1ro11 the Records of Sa in t Fr ances Acaderzy. 

J -.. 1 
I 

{ 

I 
I 

II 
. 

I 
I 
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TABLE j 

THE QENKt.AL COiJP.S.E- 1912 

, . . 
·' . 

Religion 

Er1ilioh 

ilgebra 

French or Spanieh 

Gene r al Sci ence 

Phys ical Education 

Music 

Typi.rli and Shorthand (electives) 

Third Year 

Reli gi on 

Engli.eh 

United Stat.s History 

Clothing 

Biology 

Ph;y?J l cal Education 

Hua 1c 

Typing and Shorthand (el ectl ve!S) 

!:iecond !car 

lie 1 ir Lon 

Enr l. nh 

F'ooc::; an ci ~~ utr l tion 

French or S~an iah 

Hy~ i. ene 

World Geogr aph,y 

Ph1'8 ical ~ducatlon 

Mus j c 

Typing and Shorthand (electives) 

Four t h Year 

Re .Llg i on 

Pror;~em.s of Democracy 

HQIT'.e ~anagen.ent 

Art 

'!'yp i rlf and ~>horthand (elect i ves) 

*rroin the Records of Saint Frances ,,cadeny. 
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Saint Fr::inc.s Academy i3 a flour ishinR school today, and it stands a.e 

a noble Ji'.Onwnent to the p iont:er efforts of tho~t! who -:arried 1t through the darJ<. 

days of trial to t.he stt!adj develop~ent which called ;'orth the glow.1_ng tribut~ 

pa i d to the S istera in 1871 by the Com.11iss ione r of ~du ell t Lon : 

L1 this connection it is not inappropr1ate t o give s~e account 
of this :Jchool, wh ich has done so valucible a wor:c for t~e educa
tion o! the c oloroo peopl:e of the Distr i ct And the country at 
lar ::;a-. -~Jllany years it was the only colored :>chool wi thin 
reach of the colored paople of this Dis t rict, ~n whi ch anyt hi.ng 
was attel'llpted beyond the i·ough primary training of the prom ; scuous 
echool, and there are women who still live: i n th i s Dis trict and 
eleewhel"ll, whose well- br ed familiee owe their refinements large ly 
to the culture which the mothers ot a quarter of a century .i~\o , ,or 
more , rece i.ved ln t hia female seminary. It wa.3 here th.at ma.1.;1 of 
the f i rst well-trained colored teacher., were educated for tha 'IWork 
in thie Cap\t.al • .•• The Acadel"lfY has always been well patronl7.ed , 
compri eing girls froM every part o! the Sou~h as vell before a s 
since t he War. The nu..-~e.:- t he put year 'WM some 170, of ·,;hich 
!orty-!iva var e boarders, a large n\llllber be ing from Washington and 
O.orgetovn. Attached to the convent is also a free school for 
girls and an orphan asylwn, and until la.st year (1868) t hey had 
for :iia.ny ya a.rs maintained a echool for boy~. In 1<3S2 sOO\fl of these 
Sisters eata.bli shed a !ema.le iserni.nary in Philadelphia, l>h ic!-: has 
be•n very euccesaful. There is also a colored female schoo l in 
Waahington under the care and instruction of teacnars fo:-merly 
attached to thie eisterhood. For nearly .a quarU,r o! ~ cent:u-y 
th1.e ser:rl.n.a.ry at. Baltimore was the school i.n which most of t he 
colored girla in the Distr1ct , who were so fortunate aa t-0 receiYe 
..ny o! tM !"e!inenents of s c hool culture, reported ! or their 
traininl trom t..he foundation of tbe convent dolftl to 18.52 . l 

Kacy o! the girls who were gra.du.ated f r,m Sai.nt Trance3 Academy have 

attended institution~ of high.er learning ln m.:in; 3tatos. So~ of t.he colleges 

and Unhere1ti•• attended were: Coppin Sta t e, Morgan State, Hot re Darr:e o! 

Maryland, Howard On1v•rs ity, Catholic On1ve r3 Lt y , Balti.rcore Jun1or Colleg9, 

r.ount Saint .lgnea, HM1pton Institute, Bennet,t Co ":.l e ge, Xa ·• i.er U:iivers i.ty, Regia 

Coll•ge, Wilam Junior College, D.C. Teachers College, N. I. U. Business School, 

1M. B. Qoodwin, Spec ial ~eport of thE COT'l'~ is s . oner o! £d~ 1cation !or 1871, 
pp. 205-205. 
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BALTIMORE CITY - COMMISSION FOR HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL PRESERVATION 

CDBG SURVEY YEAR : 12 
SURVEY NO . : B-981 

AREA : St. Frances Academy - Brentwood Ave. Hist. Dist. 
MAGI NO.: 0409815502 

ADDRESS: 501 East Chase Street 
CURRENT NAME: ~t . Frances Academy 

BLOCK: 
HEIGHT: 4 
CONDITION : 

LOT: 

Good 

LOT SIZE: 
MATERIALS : Brick 
OWNER: 
ADDRESS: 

USE: School ACCESSIBLE : 
DESIGNATION: Balta. City LandmarkLIBER/FOLIO. 

11982) • 

HISTORIC NAME: St. Frances Convent , Academy and Orphan Asylum 
DATE: 1870/1907 
ARCHITECT/BUILDER: George Frederick 
STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE): Second Empire 

DESCRIPTION: 
The St. Frances Academy, 501 E. Chase Street, located at the southeast corner of Chase 
and Brentwood Streets of the Johnston Square Planning District of east Baltimore, consists 
of 2 buildings - the former Convent , Academy, and Orphan Asylum and ittsformer Chapel. 
Both now house the Academy, a pariochial school . The Convent is a 7 bay, 4 story, 1870, 
brick building . It was designed in the Second Empire style, with a mansard roof and 
projecting center pavili on. The roof has a molded cornice, with rear cornice return . 
The cornice was original ly dentiled. There are 3 large pediment dormers with end 
pilasters and paired windows. The two end dormers have triangular pediments, the 
center has a curved pedi ment . The pavilion's windows are rounded with segmental brick 
hoods . The others are rectangular with stone sills and flat arch brick lintels. A 
door surround protrudes slightly from the pavilion center . The original double 
doors with half circle transoms are intact. Above the doors is a segmental arch brick 
window hood and above it a wood gable. The 1907 chapel is a gable roofed brick 
building with brick quoins, a large . molded cornice with large <lentils and cornice retu~n . 

The center door, with a half circle transom has an elaborate surround, with engaged columns 
and a dentiled broken pediment with center urn . Above the door is a large blind window 
with stone sill, dentiled stone lintel, raising sun transom, and a smaller rectangular 
stained gla~s window. Flanking the center are 2 oculus, above stained glass windows with 
stone sills . 
SIGNIFICANCE: 

AREA: Architecture, Education, Religion LEVEL : National, State, Local 
St . Frances has national religious significance as the first permanent convent/school 
built for the Oblate Sisters of Providence- -the first order of Catholic Nuns 
established by and for black women. On the local level, it is also the second order 
of women religious initiated in Baltimore. The Academy has state educational 
significance as the first school established in Maryland for black children and the 
building has local architectural significance as the work of George Frederick, a 
leading Baltimore architect of the period . The Oblate Sisters were founded by 
Elizabeth Glovis Lange and three other women, all black, French speaking, Caribbean 
·refugees, under the protection of M. Joubert, a Sulpician .priest. Their vocation was 
to teach the city's black children . ~pd care for it's orphans. They took their vows 
in 1829 and moved four times until settling at Chase St . in 18.70. Although often the 
victim of prejudice the order grew and spread throughout the U.S. and Latin America . The 
Chase St. convent served for many years as their Mother House. In 1978-9 the Convent 

;--- and Chapel underwent restoration . The sisters remaining at the Academy moved out of the 
old Convent and into rowhouses on Brentwood, so that the older buildings could be devoted 
to school functions. 

SOURCES: P + P, Maryland Historical Society; Vertical Files, C.H .A. P. 
SURVEYOR AND DATE: Mary K. Mannix, May 1987 
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B-981 
!"""" St. Francis Academy 

501 E. Chase Street 
Block 1180, Lot 024 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 

t=:=) 

'Z 
-0 

- c: 
:D 

~ 
0 

-,\ t1'I c=::..i ~ ~ 

i ~ 
0 

,., ~1 "1) CJ ~ D f1\ rr D ~a .\J Cl 

~ 
~ 

~ 0 

o ~M\ 'f, wuJIDJ ~u 
?J 

:I: 
0 
~ 
m 
~ 
0 

8 
~ 
m 



• 

ST. FRANCES CONVENT AND CHAPEL, CA. 1910 

Prints and Photographs, Library, Maryland Historical Society. PPB.655 
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lSOth Anniversary Oblate Sisters of Providence, (Baltimore, 
MD.:Oblate Sisters of Providence. [1979)), p.38? 





St . Frances Academy B- 981 
501 E. Chase St . 
Baltimore (City) , Maryland 
Photo : Janet L. Davis 
Date : June 1986 
Neg . loc . : Maryland Historical Trust 
North elevation- school 
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St . Frances Academy B-981 
501 E. Chase St . 
Baltimore (City) , Maryland 
Photo : Janet L. Davis 
Date : June 1986 
Neg . loc .: Maryland Historical Trust 
Northwest corner view- chapel 
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St. Frances Academy B- 981 
501 E. Chase St . 
Bal timore (City), Maryland 
Photo: Janet L. Davis 
Date : June 1986 
Neg . loc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
Southwest corner view 
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St . Frances Academy B-981 
501 E. Chase St. 
Baltimore (City), Maryland 
Phot o: Janet L. Davis 
Date : June 1986 
Neg . l oc.: Maryland Historical Trust 
Nor t h elevation-main entrance-school 
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