Addenda

B-982

Levering and Co. Coffee Roasters and Importers
1401 Thames Street, Fells Point

Baltimore, Maryland

See comments regarding the history and significance of this
property as discussed in:

1) Memorandum dated December 13, 1983 from Nancy Miller to
Mark Edwards; and

2) Memorandum prepared for MHT files by Dr. Ethel Eaton in
1984 based on extensive research and archeological
fieldwork on the sites at 1401 Thames Street and adjacent
properties.

Based on these documents, the history and significance of the
site known as B-982 can be reassessed. A more detailed discussion of the

history and significance can be found in the archeological report pre-
pared by Dr. Eaton and a file at the Maryland Historical Trust.

Orlando Ridout V

September 1985
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LEVERING and Co. COFFEE ROASTERS and IMPORTERS
B-982
Suggested Corrections for Inventory Forms

ADDREES: 1401 Thames
TITLE: SEB 93, 7069

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: The warehouse with rounded corners at 1401
Thames was very probably associated with the trade in sugar and coffee
that characterized Baltimore shipping in from the late 18th and through
the 19th C. There is no documented association of E. Levering & Co. with
the property before 1896 (the Bromley Atlas). The address of that firm in
the city directories is given as Commerce St. or South St. until 1940. At
no time has the firm held either feehold or leasehold of the property.
Apparently the firm rented the warehouses for their coffee roasting
activities.

The warehouse was most probably built by the firm of Kirkland, Chase
and Co. who acquired an undivided half interest in the property in 1846
and full title in the 1860s after the death of Thorndick Chase (2). A
date of 1867 has been attributed to this building on the basis of a dated
iron bumper now no longer available. (Personal communication by Dennis
Zzymbala). Among the iron plates still present is one with the initials
'B&0'. The B & O Railroad acquired the property in 1873 following the
celebrated bankruptcy of Kirkland, Chase & Co, in the same year. A
warehouse of indentical dimensions and in the same location appears on
Diagram 75 of the Tax Assessor's Fieldbook for 1876. While this map does
seem to confirm that this warehouse was standing by 1876, to date no
clear record of the date of its erection has been found. There are no
maps earlier than 1876 showing this building and although the 1823
Poppleton Plan shows a building of somewhat different dimensions in the
approximate location, the =style of the standing warehouse 1is not
consistent with an early 19th C. date. Tax records earlier than 1876 list
warehouges by material and number of stories, but without dimensions or
maps and so provide no indisputable evidence. One possible source not yet
located is the record of the bankruptcy proceedings of the firm Kirkland,
Chase and Co.

Kirkland, Chase and Co. was a leading coffee and sugar firm in
Baltimore, It seems likely from creditors' receipts that the firm of
Thorndick Chase and Co., prior owners of the property, was also involved
in the coffee and sugar trade. A better title for the property and one
used in documentary sources from the very early 19th Century to the
present would be Chase's Wharf., The Thorndick Chase family used the
property as the principal place of business from 1798 to 1866 and
retained the feehold of part (East 1/2 lot 54) up to the 1950s.

The statement of significance as it stands suggests - wrongly - that
the firm of E. Levering & Co. occupied the property from the 1840s to the
1950s. Sentences such as "During this busy period ( i.e. 1865 - 1900) the
company replaced its early wooden structures with the fine brick
warehouses at 1400 Thames (1867) and 1401 Thames (1879) in order Eo
provide more storage and office space."onite wildly erroneous. fde
addresses given are wrong. Even numbered addresses are on the north side
of the street. The address of the property on which the rounded corner
standing structure stands (i.e. 1lots 53 and 54) 1is 1401. The a@Jaceﬂt



B-932

warehouse, with an entirely distinct history of ownership and use, is
1409~11 Thames. The former may or may not have been built in 1867 as
discussed above. The latter, whose construction appears to have been a
series of events rather than a single erection based on the fabric of the
building itself as well as on the tax records, was complete by 1876 (see
Diagram 72 Tax Assessor's Fieldbook 1876), not 1879. It is highly
unlikely that Levering & Co. built either warehouse and most certainly
not to replace early wooden structures. The documentary evidence
confirmed by excavation places brick structures on stone foundations on
the property as early as the late 18th C. The major activities of
Levering & Co. never took place on this site and were relatively
unimportant for its development.
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December 13, 1983 TRUST
MEMORANDUM
TO: Mark Edwards, Maryland Historical Trust
FROM: Nancy Miller
RE: Research on Fell's Point

Many thanks for sending me the copies of the material
from the Inventory on Brown's Wharf (B-89) and the
Levering Company Coffee Warehouses (B-982).

On reading the Levering form | was drawn to some research

| had done and have enclosed copies of historic maps for

the site. If you look at the Sandborn map 1902-1911 you

will see the Levering building at 1401 to 1407 Thames Street.
The building we now call Chase's Wharf is, according to the
map, a B & 0 facility.

The 1953 map shows the Levering building standing. However,
O the later map prepared by IDBC in the early 1970's shows
fraﬁ“@‘ . ———that the Levering building has been demolished. What

Al S Yy remains today are buildings at the addresses 1409 to
?!I(m{ 1407 Thames Street. Historically this was called Miller's
‘??Tﬁd». Wharf (see Sandborn, Bromley and Hopkins).

\puan o | thought you might want to know and to take a look

r~>wa9 for yourself.

Any thoughts on the Hnedak/Greenwood Determination of
Eligibility?
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B-982

Levering and Co. Coffee Roasters and Importers
1401 Thames Street

Block 1826 Lot 001

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.

Demolished
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