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Kerr -Jenkins Salt Warehouses 

8 . SIGNIFICANCE 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The buildings of the Grafflin Bag Company , located 

on the waterfront in Fells Point , represent one aspect of 

the complex inter-re l ation of Baltimore ' s i mportant ship

ping, canning and container industries . By the end of the 

18th Cen t ury the Fells Point area of the c i ty estab l ished 

national prominence as a seaport . As a resul t , shipping, 

shipbuilding , packaging and warehousing became important 

industries. The site of the Grafflin Bag Company , first 

built as sal t warehouses and later as a manufacturer of 

burlap and paper sacks , is typical of the type of auxiliary 

services which supported these industries . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

One of the best examples of early Baltimore warehouse design, 
this heavy timber and brick masonry structure is arranged around a 
central alleyway which facilitated loading. The east facad(. facing 
Philpot Street is a unified mass with thirteen bays of two stories. 
At the ground level the center three bays are occupied by an arched 
doorway which gives access to the alleyway. At the second level 
a single room provides a bridge between what are functionally two 
separate wings. Each wing runs perpendicular to Philpot Street 
back to the wharf where ships were formerly loaded . 

The north wing contains two rows of square wooden columns 
which support two longitudinal heavy beams. 3" x 12" joists 
spanning these beams carry the second floor. The roof slopes to 
the central alleyway and is pierced for the middle third of its 
length by a monitor with windows . 

The south wing is a mirror image of the former except about 
thirty feet shorter. Both wings open onto the central alleyway 
by way of windows and doors. Every third bay contains a set of 
freight doors on both levels . 
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The buildings of the Grafflin Bag Company , located on the 
waterfront in Fells Point, represent one a~pe~t of the_complex 
inter-relation of Baltimore's important shipping , canning and 
container industries. By the end of t~e 18th ce~tury the Fells 
Point area of the city established national prominence as a sea- . 
port. As a resul~, ship~ing, shipb~ilding , packagin¥ and warehousing 
became important industries . The site of the Grafflin Bag Company, 
first built as salt warehouses and later as a.m~nufactur~r of b~rlap 
and paper sacks, is typical of the type of auxiliary services which 
supported these industries. 

s torical Signif icance 

In 1868 Alexander Kerr & Bros. Co . decided to capitalize 
on the nation's increasing domestic demand for salt. Baltimore, 
with its excellent harbor and proximity to well developed rail-
road lines, was an excellent distribution point . In addition, the 
city also supported a large number of industries which used great 
quantities of salt: including canning, meat processing, tanning 
and glassmaking . Thomas Jenkins, a well known local spice importer, 
joined Alexander Kerr and together they built a complex of salt 
warehouses and a wharf on Philpot Street in Fells Point to handle 
the salt imported f rom the West Indies and Liverpool. 

During the same period, John C. Grafflin, a Baltimore sail
maker , started another business at a nearby waterfront s ite . The 
Baltimore Bag Company , established by Grafflin at the foot of South 
Street in 1858, specialized in manufac tur ing paper and burlap sacks . 
Like the Kerr-Jenki ns property, the company also maintained its own 
wharf. This facilitated both the transportation of the large rolls 
of burlap imported from India to make the bags, as well as shipping 
the finished products to New York and southern ports. Bag manufac
turing grew rapidly as an i ndustry during the last half of the 19th 
century in response to growing consumer markets! Baltimore, with 
i~s ~xcellent ~ranspor~ation system and well established local paper 
milling operations , quickly became an important bag manufacturing 
center 
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The buildings of the Grafflin Bag Company , located on the waterfront in Falls Point , represent one aspect of the 
complex inter-relation of Baltimor e •s impor tant shipping , canning , and container industries . By the end of the 18th 
century, the Falls Point area of the city established national prominence as a seaport . As a r esult, shipping , 
shipbuilding , packaging, and warehousing , became important industries, The site of the Grafflin Bag Company, first 
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Grafftin Bag Company (Kerr-Jenkins Salt warehouse) 
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