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Tin Decorating Company 

Statement of Significance 

The classic set of c . 1900 red brick three and four 

story industrial buildings at Boston Street and Linwood 

Avenue is significant as the site of the Tin Decorating 

Company (or Tindeco, as it was known by its trademark). 

At one time one of the world ' s largest metal lithography 

operations, the plant was later owned and operated by 

Owens-Illinois and Continental Can Company. It was here 

that a Tindeco engineer designed the first machine which 

could print more than one color at a time on metal cans. 

Used today by the 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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_GOOD 
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_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The first building of the Tin Decorating Company is four 
stories high and constructed of brick . The north facade is 
twelve bays wide , with .a half bay at the East and West ends . 
The bays of the first three floo rs are separated by pilasters. 
On the first floor , the first half bay that was once a door is 
now covered by plastic. Bays t wo , three, and fo ur were loading 
doors , but no . two is now bricked up with concrete. A window 
in the fifth bay has been changed to a door, and one in the 
sixth is now a loading d~k. The seventh bay is bricked up, 
as is the ninth. The eig...Lh has been altered by glass , brick 
and aluminum siding , and the t enth , eleventh and twelfth are 
loading docks. 

On the second story the industrial windows in all of the 
bays have been obscured by green plastic. The third floor is 
the same as· the second, with a corbelled cornice above the 
windows, and a plaque with "Tin Decorating Company" above the 
center three bays . The windows of the fourth story are of 
glass brick, and there is an extended parapet over the center 
bays. 

The West Facade is almost i dentica l to the north , except 
that the f irst floor bays are all industr ial paned windows 
and the fourth floor only extends back to four of the 18 bays. 
A basement leve~ is visible as th~ . ground slop~s to the water, 
but a11 - of the windows have bee~ b~icked up . · · 

- . . I 

The s·ecbnd building in the complex is East of' Linwood Avenue . 
It is brick, three stories high, and thirteen bays wide. Each 
bay is separated by a brick p ilaster , and the window in each bay 
is closed µp wi~~ concre~e cinder blocks . Above the five center 
and fbur end bays; there is a raised parap e t with carping . At 
the basement level, a concrete foundation is visible as the land 
slopes to the water. On the first floor , the ninth, -tenth , 
eleventh and twelfth bays a re loading areas . The East Facade 
is exactly like the north, excep t that it is only 3~ bays wide. 
The West Facade of the L-shaped building is n ine bays long and 
altered by glass brick. 

The top two floors of the first building are composed of 
long continuous halls which form a square around an open-air 
"courtyard". Windows on tl!~aJi~;terior walls open out into this 
space.* These floors have~t1Tea walls& wooden floors with inset, 
curving metal tracks for can carts . 

*This f loor plan produces additional natural light for these 
floors, as well as for the second floor since the floor of the 
courtyard area i s fitted with skylights. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The classic set of c . 1900 red brick three and four story 
industr i al buildings at Boston Street and Linwood Avenu~ is sign
i f i cant as the site of the Ti n Decorating Company (or Tindeco , as 
it was known by its trademark) . At one time one of the world ' s 
lar gest metal lithography operations, the plant was lat er owned 
and operated by Owens-Illinois and Cont i nental _Can C~mpany . I t w~s 
a Tindeco engineer who des~E\Re.ttW ~J.J:~.t machine whi ch coul d print 
mqf£· Jhan one color at a time~ tfs~d t'oaay by the 
the"'building ' s interior features ti l ed walls , wooden floors and 
inset metal tracks for carts . 

. tis tori cal Significance: 

From the late nineteenth into the mid-twentieth century , 
beaut iful , multicolored boxes and cans of printed tin were 
used to package everything from tobacco to fruitcake . The 
Tindeco Company , at Boston Street and Linwood Avenue, once 
produced these decorated tins at the r ate of 5 , 000,000 packages 
a day . · 

The Tindeco plant was built in 1900, covering 15 acres at 
Boston Street and Linwood Avenue. The building contained over 
3 , 300 individuql machines , many of which were designed and manu
factured at Tindeco . The first machine to print more. than one 
color at a time on the sheets of tin was designed by Tindeco 
engineers . At one time, it was one of the largest metal lithog
r aphy plants in the world . 

Tindeco began as a subsidiary of the American Tobacco Com
pany , producing decorated tins for smo~ing , chewing, and pipe 
tobaccos . It soon began making tins for other products , such as 
Loui s Sherry Candy , Maron Candy, · the National Biscuit Company , 
and Yardley Cosmetics. Tindeco 8lso manufactured cannister 
and lunch pails for children . The Company was the first to se
cure permission to use Beatrix Patter's designs on tin packages, 
and they produced a whole line of Peter Rabbit lunchboxes, cups , 
plates, etc. of printed tin. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
cont ' d 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory·: was officially created 
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapol i s , Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· I 108 



Tindeco Company 
Hist. Sign. 
p . 2 

In 1935, Tindeco was acquired by the Owens- I llinois Glass 
Company, who formed a new division called Owens-Illinois Can Com
pany to administer Tindeco and other similar plants . In 1944, 
The Continental Can Company bought Owens-Illinois, and The old 
Tindeco plant became Continental Can Plant no. 9 . By this time, 
production consisted a l mos t exclusively of decorated tin house
wares, such as wastebaskets, cannisters, breadboxes, and salt and 
pepper shakers. 

Continental Can Company ceased production at the Boston Street 
Plant in 1965. Today, the building is used for warehouses and 
some manufacturing. The decorated tin packages that Tindeco ~ro
duced until the 1930 ' s are now collectors items. A matched set 
of six 1913 "Roly Poly" tobacco tins is worth over $4,000 today . 
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The Tindeco plant was built in 1900, cove~ing 15 acres at Boston Street and Linwood Avenue . The building contained 
over 3,300 individual machines , many of which were designed and manufactured at Tindeco. The first machine to 
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Significance 
and pipe tobaccos , It soon began making tins for other products , such as Louis Sherry Candy, Maron Candy, 
the National Biscuit Company , and Yardley Cosmetics , Tindeco also manufactured cannis ter and lunch pails 
fo r children. The Company was the first to secure permission to use Beatrix Patter ' s designs on tin packages , 
and they produced a whole line of Peter Rabbit lunchboxes , cups , plates , etc , of printed tin . 
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