
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes 6_ 
no 

0 roperty Name: The Atlantic Southwestern Broom Company Inventory Number: B-992 

Address: 3500 Boston Street City: Baltimore Zip Code: 21224 

County: _B_a_lt_im_o_r_e_C_i~ty _____ _ USGS Topographic Map: Baltimore East 
----------------~ 

Owner: Harbor Enterprise Center Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number: ward 26 section 020 block 6498 lot 00 I - -- ----

Project: _B_o_st_o_n_S_tr_e_e_t:_P_o_n_ca_to_C_on_k_l_in_,,g'-A_lig"""n_m_en_t_S_t_ud_,y'-_ __ Agency: City of Baltimore Dept. of Transportation 

Name: Date: 
----------~ 

no __ yes Site visit by MHT Staff: 

Is the property located within a historic district? _x _ _ yes no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: B-3704 

NR-listed district _x_yes Eligible district _ _ yes District Name: Canton Historic District 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource ~yes __ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) 

Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible _x _yes no 

Criteria: x A B x C D Considerations: A B c D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 
MIHP: B-992 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use conrmuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

Located within Baltimore's NRH P Canton Historic District at the corner of St. Baylis St. and Boston St, The old Atlantic 
Southwestern Broom Company dominates the view of the district approaching from the south and west. Constructed in 191 I, 
with early historic additions completed in 1928 and l 934, the factory (one of three for the company) produced hand-made 
brooms. Production was at such a rate that the company became one of the largest manufacturer's of hand-made brooms in the 
country by the 1930s (150 employees manufacturing 3 million brooms per year). Distribution of their tops brooms, the 'Little 
Layd' and the 'Little Nugget' was through the Atlantic & Pacific Corporation. The factory falls appropriately within the 
district boundary, for the neighboring row houses housed many of the residents who were employed by company. The 
machinery within the factory was built either by the ..:ompany or the Baltimore Broom Machine Company (the com brooms 
were made by hand with the machine rotating the handle and maintaining tension oftbe wire). The factory complex is 
constructed of brick and the original 4 story central core (6 bays by 14 bays) has its front facade on St. Baylis street. 
Fenestration on all facades is symmetrical and evenly spaced, except when the window has been filled in the brick (a number 
on tbe southern wall) or made flush with surrounding brick (western wall). Most windows have been replaced with 111 double 
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hung sash, although the placements, lintels and sills appear original (segmental brick). Some original (or historic 
replacements) windows remain, primarily on the 41

h and third story on all facades . 
The brick pattern is common bond (I :5 header course per stretcher course). The southern wall has five loading doors (boarded
up) with concrete lintels (initially for transport on adjacent railroad tracks and then later, by truck). The 1928 addition 
(painting facility) is on the northern wall while the 1934 is on the eastern. Both match the original in materials, design and 
style. Some of the pedestrian doorways have been replaced or altered on the additions. Part of the 1934 addition includes a 
three door garage between the two additions. A one story I bay brick storage building was used for storing paints and 
separated from the painting facility by a short alleyway. The foundation is concrete with above grade foundation showing on 
the eastern facade. The roof is flat with concrete capping on the wall. An industrial external chimney rises from the central 
core next to the coal room. The interior has heavy timber flooring and joists. A large asphalt parking area is to the north in 
the fenced in lot, as well as on the southern portion of the property facing Boston street. The factory is now owned by the 
Harbor Enterprise Center and the building is being promoted for mixed adaptive use in attempting to attract tenants; such as 
start-up company offices, artist studios, professional offices, designers, woodworkers. teaching facilities, et cetera. In the 
preparer's opinion, while some alterat ion has occurred with some of the windows and doorways, overall, the original factory 
and its two historic and in-kind additions maintain their historic integrity and are eligible for the NRHP under criteria A and C. 

Prepared by: 
Kevin May, Historic 
Preservationist, EA Cl Archaeology Date Prepared: 9. l .08 
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B- 992 
The Atlantic Southwestern Broom Co. 
Historical Sign . 

1911; additions 

Baltimore 
Private 

Historical Significance 

The Atlantic Southwestern Broom Company, located on 

Baylis Street in southeast Baltimore, was once one of the country's 

largest producers of hand-made brooms. Established in the ear l y 

20th century, the plant provided employment for many neighborhood 

residents--most of them immigrant women. Many of the machines 

still in use at the fac tory are original equipment , built either 

on the site or by the nearby Baltimore Broom Machine Company . 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGI #04009 92 3714 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Atlantic Southwestern Broom Company 
ANO/OR COMM ON 

f)LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

1301 S . Bayl i s Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltimore - VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 
DcLAssIFICA TION 

CATEG ORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _puBLIC JLOCCUPIEO 

~UILOING(S) _'.Xl>RIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE - BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS JLYES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Atlantic Sout hwestern Broom Co . 
STREET & NUMBER 

1301 S. Bayl is Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltimore _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 
Baltimore City Courthouse 

CITY. TOWN 
Ca l vert & Fayette Sts 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _ MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

- EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

XINOUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

_ MILITARY _OTHER· 

Telephone # : (301) 276-7573 

STATE , 

Ma;ryland 
zip code 

21224 

Liber #: WPC 373 
Folio #: 246 

STATE 

Maryland 21202 

_FEDERAL - STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B nESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

iFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

}(ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoR1GrNAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The original 1911 building and the subsequent additions of 
-~. l9 is a~ 1934 were all built in an anachronistic manner. All are bric.kJ 

W' 
1 ~r:<ff~'e.lvy timber with closely-spaced joists and represent a build

ing technology more characteristic of the 19th century. The oldest 
portion of the complex is the central building. It is four stories 
in height and faces Baylis Street. The west facade on that street 
is six bays wide,, with the south side fourteen bays long. The 
latter is now partially obscured by a later three-story addition . 

The north facade is hidden by a more recent four-story struc
ture. All windows are evenly-spaced, double-hung sashes with flat 
or segmentally arched lintels. 

The interior of the complex is very effectively organized 
to maximize the benefits of specialization of work , although there 
is no automated system of materials handling or manufacturing at 
this factory . Much of the original machinery is stil l run from 
a central power source by a system of jackshafts, belts and pulleys . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

ERIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

- PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1699 

_ 1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1 800- 1899 

't...1900· 

.-ARCHEOLOGY -PREHISTORIC 

.-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

.-AG RICU L TUR~ 

~RCHITECTURE 
.-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_ COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1910 

STATEMENT Of SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_ CONSERVATION 

- ECONOMICS 

- EDUCATION 

_ ENGINEERING 

_ EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT 

X1NDUSTRY 

t_1NVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_ MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

:....PHILOSOPHY 

_ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

( 

_ RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Atlantic Southwestern Broom Company, located on Bay
lis Street in southeast Baltimore, was once one of the country ' s 
largest producers of hand-made brooms . Established in the early 
20th century, the plant provided employment for many neighborhood 
residents--most of them immigrant women . Many of the machines 
still in use at the factory are original equipment, built either 
on the site or by the nearby Baltimore Broom Machine Company. 

His t'o·ri:ca'l 'Sigrrifican'ce 

Broom making was a local craft industry in the 18th and 
19th centuries. Every community had a person who could turn a bit 
of homegrown broom corn into a necessary household utensil , and 
this remains the case in some rural communities today. But by far 
the majority of brooms are now produced by large commercial enter
prises such as Atlantic Southwestern Broom Company in Baltimore . 
Yet even in their transition to mass production, this company still 
retained some of its primitive characteristics. 

Around the turn of the century , the Southwestern Broom and 
Warehouse Company of Wichita , Kansas began a plan of national ex
pansion . Attracted by Baltimore's excellent harbor, well developed 
rail system and abundant supply of labor, the compa~y bought a large 
piece of property in the southeast section of the city at 1301 S . 
Baylis Street. Here , the firm began broom production in a wood 
frame church which occupied the site. Baltimore proved to be an 
excellent market for brooms and in 1910 the company constructed a 
new building on the property , abandoning the church . Between 1928 
and 1934, more buildings were constructed and additions made to the 
original structure. Since that time, no structural changes have 
been made. 

r 
. . The W?rk tha~ went on in this functiona l ly designed factory 

building was little d1fferent from that of the individual craftsman. 
The processes and machinery were identical; the scale was different. 

(continued) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Q-qqz 
l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Interview with Scott Rosenberger, General Manager of Atlantic
Southwestern Broom Company 

Query files, Enoch Pratt Central Library 

CONTl NUE ON SE~A.RATE SHEET I~ NECESS~Y 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VE RBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mroRM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Dennis Zembala , David O'Conner, Linda Daur 
ORGANIZATION 

Baltimore Industrial Museum 
STREET & NUMBER 

217 N. Charles Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Baltimore 

DATE 

August., 19 80 
TELEPHONE 

301-396-1931 
STATE 

Maryland 21201 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement . 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267- 1438 

Pa· 1 108 
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Atlantic & Southwestern Broom Co. 
Hist. Sign. p . 2 

Many of the machines still in use in the factory are original 
equipment, built either by the founder , or by the Balti more Broom 
Machine Company--also established at the turn of the century and 
until ve ry recent years, the only company to produce broom manu
factur ing machinery . The manufacture of the traditional broom is 
not actually mechanized, f or it is formed by hand, the machines 
merely aiding the worker by rotating the handle and holding the 
wrapping wire taut while the worker arranges the corn . 

The Baltimore branch soon was the only surviving member 
of the three original factories of the company, and it continued 
to expand production. At its peak in the Depression years of the 
1930's, the company employed about 150 people and made more than 
3,000,000 brooms per year . They were the sole distributors of 
brooms to the A & P food stores, their business expanding as that 
chain grew. Transportation has always been an important aspect of 
their business: first by railroad through their own rail siding, 
adding trucks for Baltimore and Washington area deliveries; and 
today completely by truck. 30 to 40 people used to process the 
crude broom corn which formerly came from the midwestern and south
western states . Now it arrives from Mexico already cut, sorted 
and ready for use . 



1. SITE 1.0. NO 

2 INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

Manufacturing 

- ---------~-------
NAER INVEN-~ y 

3. PRIORITY 

5. DATE 

4. DANGER OF DEMOLJTION? 
(SPECIFY THREAn 

7. OWNER/ADMIN 

U.S. Department of the Ir pr 
Herita e Conservation and Recreation S'- lee 

Q YES Q NO Q UNKNOWN 

Atlantic and Southwestern Broom Co. 
8 NAME($) OF STRUCTURE 

ATLANTIC SOUTHWESTERN BROOM CO. 

10 STATE 

COUNTY 

COUNTY NAME 

11 SITE ADORESS (STREET & NO) 

EASTING 

CITY/VICINITY 

Baltimore 

3 6 4 7 1 0 4 3 4 9 0 6 0 
EASTING 

CONG. 
DIST. 

9. OWNER'S ADDRESS 

301 s . Baylis Street 

12. EXISTING 
SURVEYS 

0 NR 

COUNTY NAME 

0 NHL 

0 CONF 

13. SPECIAL FEATURES(OESCRIBE BELOW) 

Q INTERIOR INTACT 

SCALE iJ 1:24 0 1:62.5 

Q OTHER 

SCALE 0 1~24 Q 1:62.5 

O OTHER 

'5 CONDITION 70 0 EXCELLENT 71 0 GOOD 72 ClFAJR 730 DETERIORATED 74 0 RUINS 75 0 UNEXPOSED 

If. IN\ ENTORIEDBY AFFILIATION 

Dennis Zembala I Baltimore Industrial 
'1 DE'.1 R!PTION ANO BACKGROUND HISTORY. INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(Sl. HISTORICAL OATE(Sl. PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

tvl• I t'11ALS EXTANT EQUIPMENT. ANO IMPORTANT BUILDERS, ENGINEERS. ETC. 

Museum 

CITY/VICINITY 
CONG. 

:~f.~;~ B DIST. 

0 HABS 0 HAER-1 0 HAER 0NPS 0 CL6 

0 STATE 0 COUNTY 0 LOCAL 0 0THER 

0 EXTERIOR INTACT 0 ENVIRONS INTACT 

QUAD 
NAME Balti more East 

OUAO 
NAME 

76MJ ALTEREO t.0 DESTROYED 850 DEMOLISHED 

DATE 

I August 1 980 

The Atlantic Southwestern Broom Company, located on Baylis Street in southeast Baltimore, was one of the country ' s 
larges t producers of hand- made brooms. Established in the early 20th century , the plant provided employment for 
m .. ny neighborhood residents--most of them immigrant women. Many of the machines still in use at the factory are 
nri.yinal equipment, built either on the site or by the nearby Baltimore Broom Machine Company. 

ti t+~ 1ltoAL USE PRESENT USE ADAPTIVE USE 
H.1rm facturing Manufacturing (broom making) 

·~ lltr Et'ENCES-HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. AND/OR OTHER 

I nterview with Scott Rosenberger , General Manager of Atlantic and Southwestern Co . 
Query files , Enoch Pratt Central Library, Baltimore, Md. 

URBAN AREA 50.000 
1 21 

122. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY all YES. LIMITED D YES. UNLIMITED 
POP OR MORE~ :0:VES ONO [ I I O NO 0 UNKNOWN 

.. ; • K A I eo IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? 

O ves Q!NO NAME 

I HR 8 ~i.O 1/79 HCRS RtGION 

DISTRICT 1.0 . NO I 

(CONT OVER) 

(CONT OVER) 

23. EDITOR 

INDEXER 
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Atlantic Southwestern Broom Co. 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

The Largeat Manuf acturera of Brooms and Whiak Bruahea 
MADE RIGHT SWEEP RIGHT 
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