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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If mown) PHYSICAL AP?EARANCE 

"The Eagle's Nest" is a large fieldstone dwelling constructed about 1800 
on part of a tract called "Valley of Jehosaph3.t". The house consists of 
three parts: a tall, two and one half story 5 bay long portion and two 
long 1 1/2 story portions, the last being a twentieth century garage v1:: th 
storage area above. A wide overhanging eave was added to the ~ain portion 
in the latter part of the 19th century, creating a heavier composition than 
originally constructed. 

The south entrance has an architrave composed of reeded engaged colunms 
with a cove molding above the facia. At the entrance there are old stone 
steps having old wrought iron balustrade with brass finials. The rear 
entrance has a small porch with gable roof. An open arcade beneath the 
"A" roof of the original wing is now enclosed with double glazP-d doors. 
The latter wing consists of the original kitchen, at the east end of the 
arcade, and the present kitchen which opens from the north side of the 
arcade. The two rooms were finished very simply, with rough plaster walls, 
and exposed beams in the original kitchen. New brick floors with radiant 
heat have been installed in the original kitchen and arcade. 

The main portion of the house consists of two large rooms with central 
stair hall. Both rooms have fine fluted Federal mantels, the dining room 
mantel having tapered pilasters. In the southeast corner of the room is a 
paneled corner cupboard. North of the fireplace are three built-in paneled 
cabinets beneath the secondary enclosed stair. There are_recessed paneled 
window jambs throughout the first story ~ooms. A five-piece cornice eives 
a note of refinement to the high ceilings. 

In the hall the principal feature is the open string stair, which ascends 
to the attic. The stair has rectangular balusters, turned newels and 
fretwork step ends. Beneath the stair is a paneled area enclosing the 
cellar stair and a lavatory. 

Only the cornice of the library differs from other woodwork of the house. 
It has a row of futes on the facia board similar to the fluting on the 
mantel. West of the library an enclosed porch has been constructed with 
glass walls from floor to ceiling. 

On the second story, the floorplan is unusual, having two rooms and the 
secondary stair hall above the dining room and the normal arrangement 
elsewhere. The master bedroom is finished similar to the library below. 
Two paneled closets are located south of the fireplace in the dining room 
chamber. Baths were installed in the rooms at the head of the main and 
secondary stairs. Access to the wing is gained from the secondary stair. 
It contains two bedrooms and a bath. The secondary stair also ascends to 
the attic where there are two large rooms and a bath. 

(see continuation sheet #1) 
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Eagle's Nest is an important large farm house in Baltimore County because 
of the profusion of original detail. The detail includef the fine main 
entrance, the in~erior wood work, the original archade, period out 
buildings and stone walls. Its modern additions complimentary to the 
old dwelling. The fact that the interior trim is intact is an indication 
of the sensitivity of its 20th century restorer . 

Eagle's Nest belonged to the Marsh family from the 18th century through 
the 20th. Joshua Marsh (d. 1825) most probably erected the impressive 
house on a tract he inherited from his father in 1802. Prior to the 
American Revolution Eagle's Nest had been a part of the Valley of 
Jehosophat, the property of Walter Dulaney, the Loyalist son oi Daniel 
Dulaney. The State of Maryland confiscated property-that belonged to 
Tories and sold it. At that time Joshua Marsh's father acquired two lots, 
Eagle's Nest and Marsh's Ridge. The father's "new and well finished" 
one story stone house measuring twentl by eighteen feet constrasts with 
the much larger residence of the son. . 

1Federal Direct Tax Assessn1ent, l 7r8, Gunpowder Upper and Mine RtJl 
Hundreds, Bal ti:::iore COl..u1ty, Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland. 
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Hall o~ Becc~ds, Annapo1js, 
Baltimore County Land and 
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Federal Direct Tax Assessment. 1798. Baltimore County. 

Hopkins, c. M. Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. Philadelphia: 
c. M. Hopkins, 1877. 
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ENTRY NUMBER I CATE (Continuation Sheet) # 1 
I 

"The Eagle's Nest" 

No. 7. Description Continued 

On the north side of the kitchen stands a square stone smokehouse with 
pyramidal roof. A similar building, probably used as a dairy, stands 
adjacent to the well in a walled yard south of the kitcheri. South of 
the main house is a yard, the drive and a formal garden which has a 
retaining wall on its south'end. A modern stone wall surrounds most of 
the property. There is extensive mature planting between the house and 
Jarrettsville Pike. 

No. 9. Major Bibliographical References Continued 

Sidney, J. C. Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Maryland, 
from Original Surveys by J. C. Sidne~. Baltimore: James M. 
Stephens, 1850. 

Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Maryland 

Shaw, Alice B. Historic American Buildings Survey forms on Eagle's Nest. 
September 1966. 

GPO 121°724 
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Note: Floor plan is not to scale, docs not 
include many details BJch as cupboards, etc .. 
e.nd does not show wall thicknesses, 'Which, 
where they are of stone, seem to be about 
23 11 thick. 
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HABS-IDDC BUFF 

Form 2C 
VII. 28.1959 HISTORIC AMJ!RICAi:- BUILDIHGS SU3VEY 

Architect 1 s Wo~l.;Shcst for ''Photo-dat~ Books 11 (Part II) 

"The Eagle's :Nest" 

nano of structure 

Maryland Baltimore Tenth District Jarrettsville Pika 

state, county, to•.mship, loca.li ty, etc. 

Two and One-half Stone Three Part Telescope Plan 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~--,~~~~~~~~~~~-::---~~:---~~~ 

nunbcr of storios type wall construction layout 

GmmAL STATDUlTT 
Architectur..._1 interest a.nd merit-a typical telescope plan, each part built at a 
different time, combining a simple stone settler's cabin of the late 17th or early 
18th century, an 18th c. Pennsylvania farmhouse with Georgian influence, and a con
Condition of fabric temporary garage wing in keeping with the others. 
Excellent. 

DEI'AILED DESCRIPTiOF 
Over~ll demensions 

EXTERIOR 

Approximately 241 deep by 140' feel: in length ( inc.ludes garage wing) 

Foun<"ations 

Stone 

Wall construction 

Stone 

Porches, staous, bulk .. 1-ieads, etc.--Marble stoop with iron and brass Bailing& on 
front side of main win&; covered portico on back with wooden railings and granite 
floor and steps4 Enclosed collonade from main wing to old kitchen. 

Chimneys--A.11 inside chimneys. Two chimney-tops on main house are Qf brick, 
those on oldest section and garage wing are of stone. 

Openings - doo~·!'.:ws ~.nd doors-Original six-panel doors at front and back hall 
entrances with panelled recesses. Batten doors on old kitchen are possibly 
original. All others are modern replacements,. 

wina.ows and shuttcrs-:A.11 windows on first floor of main house are 
12 over 12 1 s with original frame&., muntins and much of the glass is old. Second 
floor windows a.re 9 over 121 s. Third floor new case~ent windows. In original 
house and garage, all windows are 6 over 6, except for 2 small case~ents in kitchen. 
Roof - sh~~e, covering 
All roofs are ~imple A-line construction with slate covering. 

. . .CO?'nice.. eA.V~S 
A marked overhang of roof 

dormers, cunolas 

on main house with cornice returning partially across 
gable ends as in many Pennsylvania sone houses. 

Four dorners in main house, four in original house. 
half-circle dormer of recent origin. 

No cupolas. One small 



IYYERIOR 

Floor nl'lns (by floor )--Attached 

Stai~v~ys~3 stairways, all original. One in main hall is open and leads to 3rd 
floor; one out of dining room is enclosed in small hall and winds to 3rd floo~ 
bedroom; one out of old kitchen enclosed by batten door and leads to small bed 
chamber above. 
Flooring-Original pine flooring throughout main house, being extra wide on 3rd 
floor; enclosed collonade and old kitchen floors are brick laid in dirt; oll 
kitchen chamber has wide tongue and groove oak boards. 

Wall anc:. ceiling finis~walls and ceilings are all white plaster, some original 
and some replastered. Old kitchen ceiling is merely the oak flooring of the 
chamber above laid on one huge sUDDDer beam and smaller collllecting beams. Cradle 
of chamber fireplace is expose._ also. 
Doorways 3.nd cloors 
All doors are 6 panelled ones, some, if not most, original, some replicas. 
Batten doors in very worn condition arestill in use in old kitchen. 

Tri:n--Apparently original, but probably some additions and replacements. All 
windows and doorways in main house have recessed panelling. Chair railing 
throughout the first and second floors of main house. 

Hard''.'l'lre--Some original H-L and strap hinges; locks are either brass or iron 
box locks, all apparently old ones. Original brass jamb hooks in one fireplace; 
old iron trammels in two fireplaces. 

Lighting--Several old hanging fixtures, now electrified; one crystal chandel1 
with candles; two handmade copies of early tin chandeliers. 

Eeating (firenlaces, stoves, 
central, etc. ) :::Seven fireplaces; vacuum-steam central heating. 

Original oak lintel in corner fireplace of kitchen. 

Orientg,tion (by co!':!Oass reading 
and general setting )-East side of Jarret ts vi Ile 

Baltimore Beltway. House faces south overlooking 
built to face the Gunpowder River) 

Pike about 4 miles north of 
Loch Raven Reservoir {originally 

fuclosnres (fences, etc. )--A high stone wall completely surrounds the house, lalfll 
and garden, embracing a fortress-type retaining wall on the south side. 

Outbuildingg--All of stone; includes s.pringhouse, smokehouse, root cellar, and 
another small, square s~one building whose original use is not known, bu~ sai~ 
to have been a "weaving" house. 
Walks, driveways, etc:-Walks are all flagstone' drives are gravel. 

LandscaDini:;:, g<:.rdens, etc. --Smal 1 semi-formal boxwood garden with fountainr, 
surrounded by magnolias, holly and a~rock-garden. Grounds contain abundant. hollies 
& box. . Pre'1ared by ~.Q .. j : J . I~ , :· . : 

Dt _/ I~ 
a e~~~~------.----~'~·~~~~~~~~ 

COFTIWTAl'IONS: An~r 9f the above entries may be continued on additional 
sheets. 



Maryland 
Baltimore County 
Jarrettsville Pike 
District X 

1684 

BA-107 
Eagles Nest 

(Marshmont Farm) 
O.J0101:JOoll 

Stone house on land grant to Daniel Dulaney; overlooks 

Dulaney Valley and Lock Raven. Confiscateddlring 

the Revolutionary War in 1786, sold to Thomas Marsh. 

His descendants, the Mathews lived here 'til 1964; 

now owned by Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Shaw. 

(First RAES Report) 
E. Frances Offutt 
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

July 29, 1965 
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