
":It 13 - # 15 W. CHESAPEAKE AVE. 

Jiven Tows:>n 1 s lonz histor y as a com".Tlercial center one can hardly over ­
estimate the significance <:>f the t'own'e older commercial structures . ¥ 15 W. 
Chesapeake is onP. such build~ n~ . 

i~ ot only is this bu; ldin~ dated by its scale and the definite period of 
its materia l s but even more so bv its plan . 7 15 is amon~ many structures that 
were designed with shops on the street level anc. residences sbove . It is among 
several that were dnplex.es . Living over top of one's working place and seeing 
the activity in an en t.irc: neigtborhood shift f r om one ph ;rslcci l level t':) another 
at certain points in the day is certainly a by- g:me lifestyle. If tnere were 
not structures like: these whi.ch stand as proof of tr.at fact it mi~ht he i'orgottAn 
a 11 togettler. 

There is a pr actical si5nificance to th.s building and that is tue role 
which it could play in a co111."lercial re italizat.!.on of the peri:.><.t t:> which it beloni;s . 
In addition tJ its scale anu plan it fortur.ately has r~t.alned th~ ~lass and iron 
wind::>ws ':if its 11shop fr;.,nts . 11 'fhese aistilay areas rel ... t.e nicely t:.> simil:.ir 5llO.tJ 

fronts in other buildings on Y.)rtt.: ft::>ad and l:henapeake Ave . auu contribu.te gr\?atly 
to :.Cows on 1 5 indicioual cr.ar.:ic t.er . 
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IJ DESCRIPTION 

- EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

X.FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

- RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

x:...ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE SW1UJ:er, 1978 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Difficulty in ;aim.n6 access to tn; s building has resulted in only exterior 
examination, however, it is probably the street facade wh"ch gi••es '115 1. 
Chesapeake its value. 

This building is a d1plex w tch pr:>vides for sr1ops on the i'irst level 
with residences above . The facade then is two stories hi5h and four bays in 
width. It is _lat ( shed with parapet) roofed. Tbe stron~est element of 
# 15' s physical charact.:!r stems from its rock faced l'orrost.:me exterior. The 
texture of these "stones'' is set off by flat beveled formstone quoins and lintels. 

Although the windows of the upper story do not line up directly with the 
bays of the first level, all openings are centr~lly located and a synunetrical 
appearance is preserved . Further oalance is achieved trirough a pair of cornices 1 

one achievinf.; the con;;ljon purpose of defining the up.,ermost horizontal line of 
tne building a n:1 the sec:.mu exi stinJ midt;a/ between tnc u, per and lower stories . 
Projecting sli.;ntly from the surface, tills lower cornice has a symbolic role 
in seperating the cornmerclal !)art of the ou1lutnJ from the residential and it 
seems to bave been a physical bo:se f.Jr sue shop relatea fixtures as night 
.lighting, sibns, awnings, etc. 

A r'>w of four 1/1 sast windows •1ent the upper story and it is presumed 
thet there are two per apartment. On the fir~t level ti ere is an even arrange­
ment of f iur doors and two larbe shop windows. Or, it mi. ht bF; said that there 
are two "shop fr:mts" each consistinJ of a di.splay wtnd;.m .flanked by entrances. 
The entrances are arranged so that each half 0f the buildine has seper~te 
exterior entrDnces ~ccupying the in er b-ys and lead to seperate central stairs 
that appear ~o have interior access as well. There are transoms over each 
door, ~nd wr.ere the residential entrances are solid wood panel doors those of 
the shops are full P,lass doors . The sh::>p windows consist of a large pane of 
glass (c. 6 1 long X 51 high) with a 6 pane transom above all set in a cast 
iron frame. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLU\iY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

. 400·14119 _ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500·1599 -AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

-11100·1 1199 2£.ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _ MILITARY ....SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_1700·1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _ MUSIC _THEATER 

-1800· 1899 -COMMERCE - EXP LORA TIONISETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

X...1 900· _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POUTICStGOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Given Towson 1 s long history as a co1n111ercial center one can hardly over­
estimate the significance of the town ' s older col1Jlrlercial structures . ¥ 15 
W. Chesapeake is one such building . 

Not only is this building dated by its scale and the definite period of 
its mLJterials but even more so by its plan . H 15 is among many structures 
tbat were designed with shops on the street level and residences above. It 
is among several tnat -were duplexes . Living over t.:Jp of one ' s working place 
and seeing tne activity in an entire neignborhood shift from one physical level 
to another st certain points in the day is cer t.ainly a by- Jone lifestyle. If 
tnere were not stractures like these wr.ich stand as proof of that fact it m15ht 
be forgotten all together . 

fhere is a practical significance to this building and that is the role 
wr.ich it could play in a co11U•1ercial revitalization of the period to wn ch it 
belongs. In addition to its scale and plan it f~rtLlllately nas retained the 
glass and iron windows of its •shop fronts .• These display areas relate 
nicely to similar shop f r onts in other buildings on York Road and Chesapeake 
Ave . and contribute greatly to Towson ' s individual character. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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ORGANIZATION 

STREET 8& NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 
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WAYNE L. NIELD, II 
.HISTORIC TOWSON, INC. 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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575 
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523 

63 

2LL August 20, 1923 Frirnk L. Apµelstein wf. Sidn y T. Nimmo, Jr. 

"• •• 60 1to ... southwest c"rner of :.i fr:lme dtuble •.• 125' ••• parallel to 
a bric IC building 49 . 7' t:J soutti siae o~ Chesapeake .-. ve ••• 1201 to place 
of beJinning c~ntainin~ 17/luO acres ." 

~71 April 24, 1917 Frederick O. Smith Mary E. Hopkins 

L29 April 20, 1923 ¥lilliam H. Simpson Frank L. Appelstein 

266 ?lay 1, 1922 Harry E. ?unk & wife r1illiam H. Simpson 

L29 April 21, 1920 Edward •I . ~ur ke, 'i'r is tee Harry ~ - Funk 

234 August 18, 1873 Ephriam ) . Alm~ney ~~ wife Jmncs Y. Linz.ey 



IJA-Jo'1° 

TITLE SEARc·r for # 13 W. C:.iESJ\PEAKE AVE. 
Parcel L07 

Liber ~·olio Date Jrani;or vrantee 

629 126 January 6, 1926 Aui;;ust C. Deicbelman & wf Ping F. Thomas 

610 

579 

lt79 

575 

553 

8J 

"Deginning ••• south side 01' Cnesapealte we. West )01 line of parcel of 
land ••. dated March 6, 1925 conveyed by Sidney T. Nimmo, ,Jr and wife 
to August C. Deichelman and wife •.. East 16 1 1~11 to centre of pari;i ti on 
wall 751 ·t.hence ••• 'West lLO' 3 11 ••• 75' 1 11 to pbce of beginning." 

220 March 6, 1925 Sidney T. Nimmo, ,Jr . & wf August C. Deichelman 

2Lli August 20, 1923 Frank L. Appelstein & wf Sidney T. NL":l.~o, jr. 

11 ••• 60 1 t:> ••• southwest corner of a frome stable ••• 125' ••. parallel to 
a brick buildinH L9.7' to the south side of Chesapeake Ave ••• 120' to 

pl:Jce of he ginning r. :mta"ining 17 /100 acres." 

L71 April 2L, 1917 Frede~ick O. Smith Hary E. Hnpkins 

L29 April 20, 1923 filliam H. Simpson F.:-ank L. .t.ppelstein 

q2? April 21, 1920 Edward H. B~rkc, 'trustee Harry E. Funk 

2JL August 18, 1973 Ephriam 9. Almon ey & wi fc Jarr.es H. Linzey 



TITLE 5.EARC:i !'or ,# 15 H. C!IE.>APEA.KE AVE . 
Parcel l.i07 

Liber Folio Date Gr<1ntor Grantee 

1885 7 September 11, 1950 J . Walhach Edelen , ~r . Stebbins- Anderson Co . Inc. 

1849 

966 

966 

896 

367 

6LL 

610 

623 

ttfteginring ••. point on the sout~ side ::>l' Chesapeake Ave . as widened 
in Deed from 5idney T. Nimmo, Jr . and wife to tne County Cominissi::mers 

::>f =laltimore County ••• Land Records ••• liber WPC 588/J5 ... West ,So • along 
south side of Chesapeake Ave ••• Hest 27 1 .Sn to a p-:>int in line with center 
line of p3rti ti on wall erected between the hou~e :>n the lot now bein6 
describt<>d and the house on toe lot adjoining t:> thP. ,</est •• • 75 ' t::> the 
southwest •.• West 16 1 811 •• • West 69•5•• ••• fi:ast 231 1 •• • East L8 1 G·1 ••• lL0 13'' 
to place of beginning known as No. 15 ·1. Chesapeat<e Ave . (formerly 17) . 11 

JL2 June 23, 1950 Herbert M. Carnell J . Wa lbac h Edelen, '>r . 

LSL December 23, 1935 E. Is&bel Coale Herbert H. Carnell 

LSL December 23, 1935 Herbert M. Carnell E . Isabel Coale 

438 July 27 , 1932 Juanita B. Scbuster ~erbert M. Carnell 

2.5? November 2L, 1)30 Tne T~ws~n Sales Co. Juanita B. Schuster 

257 June 6 , 1927 John G. nrau & wife Tows·on Sales Co . 

256 June 6, 1927 August C. Deichelmsn :. wf. John G. "'irau &, wife 

Lot being part of the following two deeds : 

220 March 6, 192.5 .::;i.dney T. ''limmo, Jr. ~ wf . August C. Deichelman 

11 •• • East 9L ' 7'' • • • East 30 1 • • • •ast 1L0 1 J 11 t::l south side of Chesapeake 
Ave •• •• 140 ' 3'1 to place of beginning . " 

232 August 25, 1925 Sidney r . Nimmo, Jr it wf. !.u~ust C. Deichelinan 
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