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W13 - # 15 W, CHESAPEAKE AVE.

Given Towson's long history as a commercial center one can hardly over=-
estimate the significance of the town's older commercisl structures. # 15 W.
Chesapeake is one such building.

Not only is this building dated by its scale and the definite period of
its materials but even more so by its plan. # 15 is among many structures that
were designed with shops on the street lsvel and residences asbove. It is among
several that were duplexes. Living over too of one's working place and seeing
the activity in an entire neighborhood shift from one physical level to another
at certain points in the day is certainly a by-gone lifestyle. If there were
not structures like these which stand as proof of that fact it might be forgotten
all together.

There is a practical significance to this building and that is the role
which it could play in a commercial revitalization of the period to which it belongs.
In sddition to its scale and plasn it fortunately has retained the glass and iron
windows of its "shop fronts." 'These display areas relate nicely to similer shop
frontsin other buildings on York Hoad and Chesapeake Ave. and contribute greatly
to Towson's indicidual character.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Difficulty in gaining access to this building has resulted in only exterior
examination, however, it is probably the street facede which gives # 15 W.
Chesapeske its value.

This building is 2 duplex which provides for shops on the first level
with residences gbove. The facade then is two stories high and four bays in
width. It is [lat ( shed with parapet) roofed. The strongest element of
# 15's physical character stems from its rock faced formstone exterior. The
texture of these "stones" is set off by flat beveled formstone quoins and lintels.

Although the windows of the upper story do not line up directly with the
bays of the first level, all openings are centrally located and a symmetrical
appearance is preserved. Further balance is achieved tnrough a pair of cornices,
one achieving the common purpose of defining the uppermost horizontal line of
the building and the second existing midway between the ugper and lower stories,
Projecting slightly from the surfasce, this lower cornice hss a symbolic role
in seperating the commercial part of the building from the residential and it
seems to have been a physical base for such shop relasted fixtures as night
lighting, signs, awnings, stc.

A row of four 1/1 sash windows vent the upper story and it is presumed
that there ere two per spartment. On the first level there is an even arrange=-
ment of four doors and two large shop windows. Or, it might be ssid that there
are two "shop fronts® each consisting of 2 display window flanked by entrances, —
The entrances are arranged so that each half of the bullding has seperate -
exterior entrances occupying the inner bays and lead to seperate central stairs
that appear to have interior access as well. There are transoms over esch
door, and where the residential entrances are solid wood panel doors those of
the shops are full glass doors. The shop windows consist of a large pane of
glass (c. 6' long X 5' high) with 2 6 pane transom above all set in a cast
iron frame.
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Given Towson's long history as a comuercial center one can hardly over-
estimste the significance of the town's older commercial structures. # 15
W. Chesapeake is one such building.

Not only is this building dated by its scale and the definite period of
its moterials but even more so by its plan. # 15 is among many structures
that were designed with shops on the street level and residences above. It
is among several thnat were duplexes. Living over top of one's working place
and seeing the sctivity in an entire neighborhood shift from one physical lsvel
to another st certaln points in the day is certainly a by-gone lifestyle. If
there were not structures like these whichstand as proof of that fact it might
be forgotten all together.

There is a practical significsnce to this building and that is the role
which it could play in a comwercial revitalization of the period to wn ch it
belongs. In addition to its scale and plan it fortunately has retained the
glass and iron windows of its "shop fronts." These display areas relate
nicely to similar shop fronts in other bulldings on York Road snd Chesapeake
Ave. and contribute preatly to Towson's individual character.
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TITLE SEARCH for # 13 W. CHESAPEAKE AVE.

Parcel L4O7
Liber Folic Dste Jrantor urantee
629 126 January 6, 1926 August C. Deichelmsn & wf Ping F. Thomas
"Beginning...south side of Chesapeake Ave. West 30' line of parcel of
land...dated March 6, 1925 conveyed by Sidney T. Nimmo, Jr and wife
to August C. Deichelman and wife...Bast 16' 1%" to centre of partition
wall 75' thence...West 1L0'3%,,.75'1" to place of beginning.”

610 220 March 6, 1925 Sidney T. Nimmo, Jr. & wf August C. Deichelman
579 2kl August 20, 1923 Frank L. Appelstein & wf Sidney T. Nimmo, jr.
".esB0' to...s0uthwest corner of 2 frome stable...l25'...parallel to
a8 brick building L9.7' to the south side of Chesapeake Ave...120' to

place of beginning containing 17/100 acres."”
h79 L7l April 2L, 1917 Frederick 0. Smith Mary E. Hopkins
575 429 April 20, 1923 Willism H. Simpson Frank L. Appelstein
553 129 April 21, 1920 Edward H. Burke, Trustee Harry E. Funk
83 234 August 18, 1973 Bphriam B. Almoney & wife James H. Linzey
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TITLE SEARCH for # 15 W. CHESAPEAKE AVE.

Parcel L4OT7
Liber Folio Date Grantor Grantee
1885 7 September 11, 1950 J. Walbach Edelen, Sr. Stebbins=-Anderson Co. Inc,
"Seginning...point on the south side of Chesapeake Ave. as widened
in Deed from Sidney T. Nimmo, Jr. and wife to the County Commissioners
of Baltimore County...Lend Records...liber WPC 588/35...West 50' along
south side of Chesapeake Ave...West 27'5" to a point in line with center
line of pertition wall erected between the house on the 1ot now being
deseribed and the house on the lot adjoining to the West...75' to the
southwest...West 15'8n,,.West 69'5",, .Bast 231'...Bast 4B'0",,.100"3"
to place of beginning known as No. 15 ¥. Chesapeake Ave,(formerly 17)."
184y  3k2 June 23, 1950 Herbert M. Carnell J. Walbach Edelen, Sr.
966 LSk December 23, 1935 E. Iszbel Coale Herbert M. Carnell
966 Lsh December 23, 1935 Herbert M. Carnell E. Issbel Coale
896 438 July 27, 1932 Jusnita B. Schuster Herbert M. Carnell
367 252 November 2U, 1930 The Towson Sales Co. Jusnita B. Schuster
6L 257 June 6, 1927 John G. Grau & wife Towson Sales Co.
6Ll 256 June 6, 1927 August C. Deichelmen % wf. John G, Grau & wife
Lot being part of the following two deeds:
610 220 March 6, 1925 Sidney T. Wimmo, Jr. & wf. August C, Deichelman

623

eeoBast S4'7v,..East 30'...Bast 1LO'3" to south side of Chesapeake
Ave....140'3" to place of beginning."

232 August 25, 1925 Sidney T. Nimmo, Jr % wf. August C. Deichelman
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