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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

tir. Bayard Turnbull, in describine the structure as it vra.s and what he did 
in the restoration, states that it is one o:f two houses on the 7iestern Shore 
of J,iaryland erected in the early days with :pattern bricl:. The bricks were oa.1te 
locally and the wood used in the building was cu·; froLl the woodland on the place. 

The outside walls of tmusually large brick, laid in ?lemish bond, have a very 
agreeable texture. The brick vary in size so1'1.et:::.mes as ::::ruch as an inch in length 
and 1; inch in other directions; the average size~ however, is 2 x 4 x &1- ins 
The window arches E.re of smaller ground brick, lighter is color. T'nere is an in
teresting continuot..s diamond pattern of dark heat'ers on the west gable end, a.."1.d a 

er modified i'igure-o.:-~-eight pattern running across the south front in the second story 
as shorm by the drG.wing of this feature. 

... 

There is a moulded brick \"later table all a.round (Avola and Scotia), and .'3. band 
course at the second floor level, a soldier course of over-burnt he::i.clers bet•·;een 
Avola brick top antl bottor::i.. The cellar the hoUSf! has is under the dining roe= 
and staircase wherP ·there is a pair of dee!\ ~~heel recesses o:f brick, se;iarat:.l 
by an 18 in. pier ~mcler the dining room chin.."1.ey breast. 

The east and ~:est nain gable ends are faced with ba.rdge boards having an 
outward flare at the bottom. T'ne main co!'Ilice i3 of interesting detail with lentil 
moulding at the bo:.tom a."1.d a course of delicatel7 profiled modi2.lions ca:!:'r:,riTI6 
the crovm members. The effect of this urru.sual cornice, as seen in the old photogra.!_:'n, 
is that of a lace border 'drmm across the house. 

The cornice of the gable or pediment over tlle north front ;?Orch, is heav..:..er than 
the horizontal cornice, does not nernber with it, and has no dentils or nodillions. 
This, co:::nbined \7i. th the stiffness of the pedben:: and its rathe:::.- large r;heel 
w.indow, tend to gi re it a somewhat ungramn:atical flavor; but such departure :f:oIJ. 
classical dogna a.."1.d Vignola's rules, give the front a certain quaintne3s and ch::uu. 

The north porch is new, designed in attenuated Colonial :Jorie in the S:!,)irit 
of the old house; the trielyphs of tre frieze giving a..'1. appropriate accent to t..'-1.e 
entrance. The steps and border of the porch floor, all vlith moulded nosings, 
are conposed of narble steps taken from a block of old houses ~o:rnerly on 
Saratoga Street and. lately denolished. 'l1heir r;:ellormess nerges filth the old :::iric}{ 
of the walls. 

(more) 
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~ .~e south entr:mce doorwa:; -.reatrnent, the C(1!1Soles, console bands, friez~ a.J.:i 
corn. are nevi, while the architrave (vrith croisettes) and the six pane:!. door a~e origin.::.: 
The . ,_,.s a.vid platform are from the same Saratoga Street house as those of th·~ nJ:r"ch 
par< O':"iginally there was a two story rather shallcw ( 8 feet) porch of square pillars, 
rum._1~ across the south front of r::iain building, whnse rood must have tied in ·•;i·i.;h 
the main house rood, though at a different pitch, b~t s.li'ficient infor.:ia.tion to re
construct it accurately is lacking. 

Photo3raphs exist showing the house \"lith east a ... "1.d west w:ings. The east wi!l6 \·ra.s 
a story a.."ld a half vri::h donner windows and a fine hea~' chimney, traces of v;!lich showed. 
both outside and in. The previous ovmer raised the hei,;ht of this wing to ful:!.. -;,wo 
stories, to gain more space in the upper stOr;'!. The r:..o~h cornice was apparently 
re-used, but the soutl:. cornice had disappeared and ·..;he :present one was du:;>licatei 
from the north front. (The _west wing has disappeared). 

The main sta.:irrca~e is a feature of·the house. To be noted are the wide rail, the 
turned balusters, the rather austere newels with unuS'.lal head treatment, and more elab
orate stai.r en:i brackE·ts, but partic:.12.arly interistj_r.,s are the varied treat:J.ents of 
the chair rail ea.sings up the staiT vra.lls in combina.ticn with fluted pilaster:::. 
In the attic hallway there are ardl slats in place of t~e turned balusters. ::'~'!-= :;>la...'11!:.er.s 
of this staircase did not trouble to see to it. that there was heai roou up in th~ attic 
for those who do not duck vrill burap their heads aga.:..n.3t ~he roof slope. 

Throughtout the Lia.in portions of the house the windows have inside wooden s:'.mtte:-s 
with raised panels, f1 ush moulded, folding into splayed Tii.ndow recesses. · T"nese shuttere:.. 
vrindow recesses contribute greatly to the character of t!le interior. ::.'i1e size of the :;;ti.L
cipal panes of e;lass :!..s 9 x io?r ins. and the main vr.l.ndows, 6 :feet high and 30 ins. wide) 
with 18 _papes. T...'1e first floor ceiling .in 14 .ft. 

Since the 1937-3c· restoration, a small kitchen w:i ng has been added to the 
East wing. 

--excerpts from 19h3 article by Dr. Ronald T. Abercrombie 

-
' ! 



. I 

--- _!. - - _______ ..J__ -

~SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOL AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK /\NO JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHIST\ ,C 

_1400-1 

_1500-1fl99 

_1600-1699 

-ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC 

---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

---AGRICULTUR~ 

~RCHITECTURE 
---ART 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATIONISETILEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_L.>-W 

_LI ;ERATURE 

_M1LITARY 

_RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 
v 
h.1700-1799 _MJSIC 

_1800-1899 

_1900. 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATION5 

_INVENTION 

_Pl'!ILOSOPHY 

_P•)LITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_TRANSPORT A TIO!li 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES 1751-1772 BUILDER/ARCHllECr 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

T'ne house called i:sweet Air11 stands on a lanclgra."'lt called 11 Quinn," a."1 Ir:'_sb. 
na"!le that reflects the first ovmer, Thomas r.'.acner~, viho had 500 acres o:: -::.Ls 
previously u.."'1.0ettle cl land surveyed in 1704. !-~acLer:.a:ra vra.s an Anna:;olis la>-;;:.-e·~ 

and never occupied nis ~roperty here nor his tract in t~e heart of prese~~ 
Towson called· Gmmcr 1 s ?..ange. l:'olloYling his dee. th, t:he inventory c"? :.:acne:::.a:::-r:. 1 s 
effects shm7ed some. minor posuessions ·at his 11 qm-.r-ter in 3al t~'L.Ore County.~: :~is 
son liichael mortgaE·ed Quinn to his relatives Charles and. Da....-.Uel Car.coll. In 
1751, Charles Carn 11 foreclosed. on ·~uin..'1. and had. H sol?- to :rtoger Boyce. 

Roger Boyce had left Calvert County, becomir~ sheriff of Eal timore Co:u:t:-. :!e 
was also a justice of the peace and a vestrynan and. ·.varden of 3t. John 1 s ::?a::::-_sb. 
at Joppa. Quinn ccst h~2 per ac.re, whicl:. would in:iicate that the tract ·;;a::. 
probably a good farm. Boyce was probably the builder of the Georgian house c2lle;: 
both Quinn and. ::.3r1ee:t Air. His will of 1772 proves that his dwelli!lG plant.a-:;ic!l. 
stood on the Quin...'1. survey. His inventory was made in 177 4 and the various 
possessions were found in such rooms as: 

cha.~ber over the inner room 
the pass~e chamber 
the passege upstairs 
the hal.J chamber 

·the hall 
the pas~a,:;e 

the 
the 
the 
the 
the 

old hall 
back roora 
kitchen 
Quarter 
cellar 

Boyce's heir :::old the tract including the dvrelling house tract, s_pcci::'icrU.l~· 
mentioned in the deed, to Ienatius Fenwick in 1785. :?enwick was "Gu.arJian 
of the heir" of Chc:.rles Carroll, Jr. of Th..i.ddir....:;ton. He a::.:i:;:arently bou.:;ht -'.;!::..e 
place in t::-u.st of his ward, and in 178<3 conveyeU. the 50J acres o:f Quinn to -::he 
young Henry Hill C~roll. (1) 

Henry Hill Carroll come into possession of 796} acres ~nd nade Qi..i.in.'1. his 
home; he married ~ara ~agers, and lived hei"'e until his death in 1304. '.i"ne 1798 
tax list of Gunpcwcler Uppe:r- Hun::lred ~hawed Iienr.r Hill Carroll ·with: 

1 3rick dwellil16 house, two stories high, 53 by 22 ft. in good re:2air 
and v1ell furnished 

l Piazza 8-53-t~~ stories 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
( See Continuation Sheet, Iten 8, 

?age 1) 

- .J 
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1 Erick wing 1 story hig..11 22 ft. square in goo i repair 

1 Kitchen of Brick 16 ft. square, 1 storJ 

These d.iI:lensions !::utch up with the surviving bui.lding ani Sweet Air is certainly 
the house described in two advertisements inserted in the :Baltimore papers by 
Benjamin Boyce in 1782 and 1783: 

To be sold. A valuable tract containing 833 acres ly:..ng in Balti.I:C.ore 
County, on the Fork of Gun?owder 2iver, 18 niles fro:::n Baltinore ~o.,.m, 

vlith an elegant brick house, 2 stories h~1, having a full cello.:::' 
under it, a brick office adjoining, a good kitchen, and all other 
houses convenient for a farra, a pailed gar ien with brick cabbage 
house therein, etc ••••••• (2) 

To be sold ••• The improvenents are, an ele~ant Brick House, two stories 
high, with tw::i large roo:ns, a.'1.d a passage on the loY:er floor, and three 
rooms and a passage above stairs, and cellar under the \"/hole; a brick office 
adjoining the ho;.ise, l'd.tchen, store-house :;ith cellar, and quarters •••• (3) 

Henry Carroll ir.:heri ted Quinn from Henry Hil:.'.. Carroll in 1804 and lived th ~re 
through the early part o:f the century. T'ne na.r::i.e of 1

' s·:ueet Air11 first appears in 
a faI!lily Darriage recc:!'d of 1812. 

In 1819·, Archbishop Ambrose I.Iarechal dined at Ilrs. Hen.ry Carroll's, and th~ 
~eeting is believed to have led to the foundation of the chui~h of Sa.int John's, 
Long Green, three years later. (4) 

) 
Henry Carroll b~ilt a new house in 1823 on the tract Clynrnalira, some 4.7 niles 

away.another 5,000-acre tract he had inherited. Ee sold part of the Quinn tract 
and the Svreet Air mam,icn to Llrs. Elisa A. I.Iorrisou. 

The Rev. Geor{;e I1orrison (Sr.) conducted a classical acade:ny in the-AO by 20 
foot log quarter house at Quinn. The school has bE'en called both a "clerical a·~ade:::ny" 
and a private school and its nal'.!le given as Carroll Acadeny and as Long Green Aca:le:::ny. 
The Long Green post office was established here in 1832: 

The.? or.:i_z:.:.nr:.l location was in the Long G:,~een Academy, a 
private scl::ool operated by the ~ev. Geoi·ge Eorrison, a 
Presbyte"rian zinister. The a.ca.deny is said to have been in 
slave quart€rs adjacent to the Quinn n2~..sion. Pb.e mansion. 
is still standing today on S·:1eet Air :::toa:i east of' :t.:anor Road. 
The post office \':a3 na.:ned, quite logically, 11 :=.ong Green Acade::i;t 
Post Office. 11 :No doubt, i.:X. I-:orrison sold sta:.::tps and handled :c:ail 
as the occa3ion deuan.ded vinile he vra.s conducting class. In 1836, 
r.:r. llorrison resigned as postoaster on account of illness. ( 5) 

,-
,_.. The post!na.ster-schoolJn.aster h~d a son, George :.:orrison (II), who also beca!:!e a 
Presb:rterian minister. He re=established the acade:;y and conducted it for two years 
but was then appointed president of Baltimore City College. (6) 
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'.i:he house passed 1899 from Esther Register I.:JI"!":i..son to Gustav F. Seiler 
(ll13:1 243:42), and the 1918 Tax LedBer (District 10, f. 268) showed Gustav 
Seiler with i _ 

House 
Ba._T"D. 

134 a. on .1weet Air to Baldwin road ad. T. Jessop on n. 
G; }~c1d1art on e. v. 

98 a. till.ible J ~30 
15 a. past...tre ..] ::;45 
14 a. wood ad Q ~~20 

7 a. rnars'J. :] :..;15 

22 x 50-22 x 22 
50 x 40 .;;120 Straw shed $192 

$2,940 
675 
280 
105 

Other buildings 

1,502 
912 
300 

r:r. Seiler ,·ras operatine as a dairy and the 1919 tax ladger showed him 
with 13 cows, a bull, 6 heifers, 3 steers, and 3 claves. 

A photo of c. 1336 taken by the ";1"EA Historic American Buildings Survey pre ject 
showed that some stra..'1ga evolutions had tru::en place at S·:;eet Air since a ::_::hotograp:h. 
fron the i.'.orrison period, c. 1850-70. The we3t vlins ·(the office) had vanisheJ., 
the east vling had gro·:m one storJ higher, lost it:= end-cnir;;ney, and been given .:i 

:patterned roof wi t~i. an. n S 11 :::ionocra.::i. ·~he easter:i.rwst lean-to· ;·ra.s gone. 'l:'he 
Georeian Y:indows had been replaced by sinc;lc-snee+. sash vlindows, and a tl:ree ba;·, 

one-story f:rom; :._Jorch had appeared, supported by short concrete c6lu::ms 
of the Ionic order, 71erched on supporting columns of :rusticated concrete block. 

In 1938, Gustav P. Seiler conveyed Sweet Air to Dr. Aberc+o:mbie (C7lB Jr. 
1003:412). The Sun had already forecast the improvements to come: 

-·Plans fo:i.• the restoration of Sweet Air , the old Henry Ca..~11 m.aiuion 
on Paper i.Ii.11 and Hoble i.lanor roads, in the Dulaney Valley sectioI.1 
were announced yesterday. 

This prorerty, forming a part of Clyma.lira !.!a.nor, >Vhich 
comprised 5,000 acres and was surveyed in 1705, has been 
bought by Dr. and I.Irs. Ronald T. Abercrombie for a 
country home. It contains about 140 acres and was a.quired 
from Gust1v Seiler and wife through 1'eyton B. Strobel & Co., 
brokers. T'.ae place is being operated as a dairy farm, and 
was purchased with stock and equi:pment. Built in the 
eighteentn century, the gable end has a continuous diamond glaze 
patte:rE. trick. On· one side is the figure eight pattern 
and the r.all doorvrays have elaborate handcarved lintels. 

The Abercrombie retained Bayard Turnbull to do a restoration to the Georgian, 
and Sweet Air was i'i tted \'Ii th a classical portico, 9-on-9 \,-i_ndows. A coating 
of grey paint was r~oved f'ron the brick to reveal the patterns worked into 
the y:a.l1s. In 1938, the Abercronbiesdeeded the place to their daughter T.:rs. 
1IcCord Sollenberger. The Sollenbergers opened tl:e house on occasions to 
the i.Iary1and House and Garden :Pilgrimage. Sometime in the 1930' s, the State 
Roads Con::nission erected a road-side :carker at Quinn and the original metal 
sign survivers. 

Sweet Air passed in 1972 to Towson attorney Peter J. \7oytowitz and wii'e. 
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The Maryland· Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
AnnotCJ.ted Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Fig. 2H. The brick lozengy pattern on a gable-md at Su·~" Air or Q11i11n in Baltimore County, 
extends from the ground to the ridge of the roof, as .u Gmn.n. T'll:o small windows h:ive been 

tilled io. Johnston. 1930s. 
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